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Dear Family and Friends of' River Assault Flotilla ONE: 

On November 3rd I will co:nplete "D1y tour in Vietna'n as I turn over the heL"'Il to Captain Dale V. Schermerhorn. My neH assignment will be in the of'f'ice of' the Chief' of' Naval Operations in Wash­ington, D. C. 

I make no apologies :for saying that I am looking farHaI'd to being with my wife and f~"'Ilily a~ain, though one does build up a dee» attachrnent for -the men of a cO~TI:aand such ,as this where team­work, ,dedication to duty and a certain amount af hardships are so mucl. a part of our everyday life. 

- I think Captain SCherJlerhol'n is an excellent choice for 'this assign;nent. He has just co:apleted a tour as CO'!lmander of'Destroyer Squadron Four tvhlch only a :fe~l:nonths ago madc a deplay;nent_ to the Western Pacific. Part ,of that deploy:n.ent tvas spent off the coast of Vietnam. 



He has had other sea tours aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Hancock; the cruiser USS iiilkes Barre; the des troyers USS Rich 
and USS Everett F. Larson; and t;l.e 7aine force ships USS Gayety 
and USS Project. He has also served as Chief of Staff and Aide 
to the Com .. nander. Nine Force, Atlantic Fleet, attended the 
Naval War College, and served two tours in the Office of the 
Chief of Naval Operations. 

-DUring my months in the De~ta, the Riverine Assault Force has 
grown fro~ 5 ships and 100 assault boats to 11 ships and nearly 
170 boats. Our area of operations has been expanded fr~n the 
Rung Sat and Central Delta to all the regions bordering the many 
tributaries of the Mekong River. 

As I look back over the past year, I think. ~hat perha~s our 
most signif'icant accomplish..-nent came during-the .1leriod of' ."the Tat 
offensive when: the Hobile Riverine Force went to the aid and' 
defense'-'of,nearly every<major populationc'enter in the Delta. 
Although it was touch-and-go foraf'ew daYSinot one.':najor city 
fell into enemy hands.. ' . '. 
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·:.·;c-.:T..a.tely. '1. have -ipetlt ':'con'siderabl~,the-; \.rith Vietna'~ese civil­
ian -and :military leaders in' an effort to expand the sco;Je of 
operations ::of' 'the 'Vietna'1lese inilitary :'forces •• In the pas t t.lO or 
three months we have conducted n~nerous s~all but im~ortant oper­
ations in which our assault boats have lifted and supported 
Vietnamese Regional Force and Popular Force co~panies. These 
troops, roughly equivalent to our National Guard back ho:ne, con­
duct operations only \n thin the confines of their Ol-ltl province. 
To date we have been most encouraged by their progress. 

In the near future I would hope that these Regional and 
Popular Forces \'lould provide increased safety for the :novement of 
cominercealong both .,the highways and \-ro.terways of their particular 
localities. It would: also have the eff'ect of'limiting movement 

---of' sUPI>lies:by the Viet Cong.· .. ,.. " 
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At ~themoment both Task Groups Alfa and Bravo arework:Lng:·, 
with regUlar, force Vietna'16se l1arine Battalions. In-the past. : '. 
some',qf' our most prodUctive battles have'been those in '"Jhich we 
had the Marines with us, specifically December 4-6, 1967, 'when 
266 yc were . killed and in late'July .and earl.y 'August,,1968, ,men 
another. ,250 were killed in action south ,of Can J'ho; .- Large'.caches 
of ene:n.y weapons~:',werecaptured ·iriboth'enga.'ge:n.en ts .~'::"~.:>' <, " 

. ;·:;T:-· '-: _:-"::"':--<.... - "-, ',' .\" ~'- ... '''::'''' / «.:',~<·,~i· _ 
'The .}lRF continues to have a popular ,aW'eal to v"isitor,s'tour';'_ 

ing Vietnam. Some or those who have 'come-our way duiolng;'the last' 
two or. three-months are'VicePresidential Candidate Cur·tis:L·el1ay; 
the Honorable Paul ~. Igt!?-tius';-Sec~~~s,ry_'i:lf:tlie·NavY;·~Adm:i.ral'-' 
Tho'llS.s H. Hoorer, Chief of' 'Naval Operations; Admiral John S. 



NcCain. Commander :in Chief. Paci:ic; Adm.iral John J. Hyland, 
Co~nander in Chief, Pacific Fleet; and Vice Admiral Elmo R. 
Z1L"lIIialt. Jr •• who ':>ecame co=ander of all Naval forces in Vietna:n 
on Septerflber 30. 

In closing I lmnt to 
for your many letters of 
such 1'ine young nlen wi th 
many prayers. 

thank you - our most avid supporters -
encourage.nent. for providing me 1-1i th 
vrhOJl to l-rork. and most of all for your 
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R.S. SALZER 
Captain, U.S Navy 
Commander River Assault 
Flotilla One 




