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SHOOTING OF AMERTCAN PILOT IN QUANG BINH DESCRIBED

/Artiole; Manoi, Inan Dan, Vietnameseo, 27 November 1968, p 3/
At the end of last September, the YNguyen Viet Xuan Anti-Airoreft Batailion

performed an outstending miiitary exploit; it destroyed two U. S. "sound of

thunder” earecratt in a battie lasting 1lees than half a minute. At noor on

25 November, tnat heroic unit performed another outstending military exploit;

with €2 rounds they shot down a U. S. RF 4C spy plane.

Wnen we arrived at the spot where the plane had been snot down, the flames
were still violentiy aglow on the jet engines, which hed been flattened where
they feil not quite a haif kilometer away from the battie position. A sick-
ening oioud of smoke surged up from the flames. The pilot had made arn effort
to direct his parachute off into the distant mountains, but he was quickly
spotted. Anti-Airoraft troops, state farm workers, drivers, ard some infantry
goldiers who had been on the road tight.iy surrounded the woods, where they
checkod every tree and bunchi of leaves to find and oapture the U. S. aggresser.
Comrade Kien, the first wman in the group, saw the pilot iying down with his
head buried in the dirt and his hips exposed. Discovered, he bogan to itremble
and his green eyes derted about in alarm. Then his head quickly feli to one
gide. Actually, his i1uck had never been so bad. Under our fire since the
time ne sat in nis piane, there was only one schrapnel wound in his head,
the oniy merk on tis entire large body; but hia Limbs had been bilown off when
the plane exploded.

At this pogition we also met some cadre and deisermined scldiers, people
who had kept the picture of Kguyen Viet Xuan end nis Immortal words, "Aim
straizht at the hated enemy and fire," deeply engraved in their minds. On
L8 November, the unit commemerated the enniversary cf iguyen Viet Xuan's
death and reviewed nis words. They promised to properly implement the appesal
of Trcle o and to bs determined to triumphantiy ocherce ahead tc fulfii their
responsibistivies during the mew period. [For mserly the past mouth, the rain
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has been oontinuous and field forvifications have buen cortinuovsly muddy as
& field about to be pianted. The oadre and soidiers have waited throughaout
the day for the enemy, their olothes never dry and the spaces between their
toes worn ragged beoause of the moisture. The eneny had changed ites route

of approach, its method of flying, its speed, and its kxind of activity.

They have gone to smell groups, flying from behind the mountains or coming
fram out to sea, using all of thear speed, and oiroiing very quiockiy., 0.4
operational concepts and teohniques of fire can no longer be used, but must
be constartly changed. Comrades Luong and Quang spent days diligentiy re-
fearohing their routes of fiight. At nizht they put their heads together

in disoussions about how to destroy the onemy. The oompanies instituted
"three quicks and one strict" ocampaigns {(quickiy prepare for combat; be quick
in skiil; and bs quick in mobitity; strictly enforoe operaticnal orders).

We met Comrade lNguyen Ngoo Cu, the most skiilful observer in the battalion,
and ome who rareLly misses the targset. Cu is making gromt efforts in training
go that he can sec for greater rarge, wnile at the same time uaing his ex=-
perisnoce to heip Comrade Quy. Quy has promised to his seniors that he wiis
quickiy oaton up to Cu. Artillery i‘an MNumber Four kguyen Van Chuyen trains
throughout his Lunen break. Ne said, "Cnuy through suon effort can I catoh
up with the comrades about whnom the oompany commander brags." Section Leader
Le irung ian carries up %o 97 Kilogrems whenever he goes to pick up firewond
to help the ocoks. Artiilery Ken Number Six Bui Van Lam gathers twice as
many ieaves for camouflage as anyone else whenever he goes outs The %hougnhts
of lLan and Lam are very sirple. They say, ™We try a bit harder in order that
our friends in training and on duty can fight."

The stupid U. §. aggressor who fiies into the range of this net is aksing
To becor® a corpse or a risoner. Together with tre apti-airoraft, miiitia,
ard geolf-defense foroas throughout North Vietnam, the weapcng of the heroic
Liguyen Viet Xuan Battalion are oonstantly protecting tne skies. e who enters
there dieas.,
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