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SHOOTING OF AMERICAN PILOT IN QUANG BINH DESCRIBED 

L'ArtioLe; Hanoi, l't.an Dan, Vietnamese, ,7 November ~968, p g 
At the end of Last September, the l:guyan Viet Xuan !nti-Airoraf'1i Batauion 

performed an outstanding mHitary eXp10i'1i; it destroyed two U. S. "sound of 
thunder" all'crar'1i in a battle J.astine; 1ess than half a minute. At ncon on 
23 November, that heroio unit performed another outstanding mi1itary exploit; 
with 6, rounds they "not down aD. S. Rb' 40 spy plane. 

Wnen we arrived at the spot wnere the plane had bean snot down, the f lanes 
were still vio.Lent.LY aglow on the jet engines, wnioh had been fla'1itaned where 
they feLl not quite a haLt kilometer away from the battle posi"\;ion. A sick­
ening oLoud of smoke surged up from the flames. The pi10t had made ar. effor"\; 
to d1rect his paracnute off into the distant mountains, but he was quickly 
spotted. Anti-Airoraft troops, state farm workers, drivers, and same inCantry 
soldiers who had been on the road tightLY surrounded the woods, where they 
checked every tree and bunoh of 1eaves to find and oupture the D. S. ar;gressor. 
Comrade Kien, tl1e first "~jan in the group, SaW the pilot lying down with nis 
head buried in the dJ.rt and his hips exposed. Disoovered, he began to -<.;remble 
and hi<; green eyes darted abou'1i in aLarm. Then his head quickLY fe U to one 
s1de. AotuaLLY, his luok had never been so bad. Under our fire sinoe the 
time ne sat in nis pLane, there was only one sohrapnel wound in his head, 
the onLY mark on nis entire large body; but hi.. .limbs l1ad been blown off when 
the plane expwded. 

At this position we also met SOffie oadre and deterrr.ined soldiers, people 
who had kept the picture of Nguyen Viet Xuan and nis immortal words, "Aim 
straight at t l\e hated enemy and fire, II deeply engraved in the ir minds. Gn 
18 November, the unit oommemerated tne annivel'sary of i\guyen Viet Xuan's 
death and reviewed nis words. They promised to properly impl.emen"\; the appeal 
of 0,,01e lio and to be determined to triumphantlY onar "Ie ahead to fULfi.L the ir 
rasponsibiLi"ies during the new period. For nearl.y the past ;y.outh, the rain 
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has been oontinuous anc1 field tor.ifications hav,," huen oontinuously mudd~r as 
II. field about to be pJ.an"ted. Tne oadre and sOldiers have waited throughout 
the day for the enemy. their olothes never dry and the spaces between their 
toes worn ragged beoause of the moisture. The enem;,' had changed its route 
01' approaoh. its method of' flying. its speed. and its kind of aotivity. 
They have gone to amaH !;roups. tlying from behind the mountains or coming 
from out to sea. us:i.ng all of the~r speed. and oiroling very qUioklY. Old 
operational conoepts and teohniques of fire can no lOne;er be used. but must 
be constan"tlY chnnged. Comrades Luong and Quang spent days diLigentJ.Y re­
searohing their routes of fJ.ight. At ni;;ht they put theu heads together 
in disoussions about how to destroy the enemy. The oompanies instituted 
"three qUioks an:! one str:i.ct" oampaigns (quickJ.Y prepare for combat; be qUiok 
in skiJ.l; and be qUiok in mobility; striotly enforoe operatior~l orders). 
We DIet Comrade Nguyen :Ngoo Cu. the most skillfuJ. observer in the battalion, 
and one ",no rareJ.Y misses the target. eu is making great efforts in training 
So that he can see for greater range. wnile at the same time usIng his ex-
perienoe to help Comrade Quy. Quy has promised to his seniors that he WiJ.l 
qUiokly oaton up to Cu. Artillery ]{an Kllr.lber }'our Eguyen Van Cnuyen trains 
throughout hiB lUllCn break. He said. "enJ.Y through Hucn effort can I catoh 
up witn the comrades about wnom the oompany oommander brags." Seotion Leader 
La "'rung Lan oarries up to 97 kiJ.ograms whenever he goes to pick up firewood 
to help the oooks. ArtiJ.lery Man Number Six Bui Van Lam gathers twioe as 
many leaves 1'0,- oamouf lage as anyone else whenever he goes out. The .hougnts 
of Lan and ~ are very s=ple. They say. "We try a bit harder in order that 
our friends in training and on duty oan fight. n 

Tile stupid U. S _ ae;l';ressor Who flies into the range of tbis net is aks ing 
to beoome a corpse or a .,riaoner. Together with tr.e anti-airoraft, militia. 
an:l self-defense foroos "throughout Nortl1 Vietnam, the weapons of the heroic 
Nguyen Viet Xuan BattaJ.ion are oonstantly proteoting tne skies. tie who enters 
th6re diea. 
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