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MORALE OF 'EIG RED ONE' SOLDIERS IECLINING

[article; Hanol, Nnan Den, Vietnameee, 30 December 1968, p 3/

The psychology of defeat, dielilke of the wer, and desire for peace 1s
engulfing the life of the soldiers in the US let Infantry Divieion,

Fumercus US soldiers in this "big red one" division want to return
home to reunite with their families, A Japanese correspondent, through hig
many contacts with US soldiers of the 1lst Divielon, has observed: "The solad-
lers I heve met are all worried, They feel they won't wln, but instead will
be defeatad. "

A diary of & US soldler who died in the battle of Bau Bang said: ¥I'p
unhenny here, Morale 1s low and my life is hanging by a threzd. 1 am hone-
sick and tired, don't get any letters or news, don't have any buddies, angd
Just have things to cuss about..," One US soldiler wrote his wife: "1 want
to get the hell out of Vietnam and the sooner the batter." Another US sold-
ler wrote: "I lonz for the day that I can return to you and the kids, "

A chaplain of the US 1lst Infentry Division said in dispust: "The real-
ities of the war have destroved many years of our work, ¥

At first, when they had just come to Vietnam, the soldiers of tue US
1st Infantry Division wers heavily propagandized, so they were very cruel.
But later, s they sustained more and more heavy losses, their fighting snirit
quickly declined. From soliler to commander, all are afraid of the sudden
fizhting and close—quarters fighting methods of the Liberation Army, In
Blnh Long, US tank drivers are very afraid of the Liberation Army's anti-tank
weapons and many have fled thelr tanks to esctpe danger,

When the talks batween representatives of the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republiec of Vietaam and representatives of the US govornment in Puaris
began, US soldiers expected peace and walted for the day they coutd g0 home,
In Lai Khe, US soldier: talied about a complete withdrawal. When the Paris
conference came to a ttandstill, US soldiers were very angry and complained
about Johnson. Meny US soldiers wrote on their helmeta: ¥Don't be the last
one to get killed." In an operation in the delta of Tay Ninh Provinee on
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20 Octobar 1968, the fighting soirit of the U8 soldlers fell distinctly.
Having never been attacked by the Liberation Army, they were confused and
worried., Manv times they fled, leaving the hodles of their buddles behind,
when they encountered a small wnit of the Peovle's Lideration Armed Torces.

The movement of US soldiers against the war who refuse to go out to
fight anc¢ demand to return home is developing more &nd more vigorously and
violently. Instances of many US soldiers feigning 1llness when they get
orders to deploy are wldespread. Some US soidiers hide out in the homes of
our compatriois and some flee to Bien Hoa and Saigon. According to the con-
foselon of & deserter from the lst Division, a US military police commun 1-
que stated that durinz the first oix months of 1967, there were 580 18 sold-
jers who deseried.

The movement of US soldlers against the war is developlng into violent
acts such ag suiclide or shooting commanders who suppress them. During 1966
anc. 1967, tens upon tens of antl-war acts broke out from the company to the
battalion level.

Since the army and people of the South opened the generzl offensive
and simultaneous uprising, the anti-war movement azaingst taking orders to
deploy, egalnst supporting and counterattacking, demanding to return honme,
and 8o on, hes developed continuously and vigoroualy in the US lst Infantry
Division, The followlng are some of the anti-war acts:

In Fetrusary 1968, in Lai Khe, over 600 US soldiers refused to 2o into
battle and demanded to return home, They burned up thelr packs and military
squipment, Cne US seeo:d lieutenant who was agalnat the war shot and wounded
a US captain. The captain shot and killed the lientenant and immediately
commit ted suiclde,

On 9@ May in Lai Khe, an entire US company refused to nrovide suppcrt
for puppet btroons in Phu Hoa Dong; TS soldiers agalnet the war vislently
foucht with US military police from 12 noon to 2 olclock in the afternoon.
US eomanders imorisoned and beat many soldiers who were against the war and
transferred 45 eoldlers to Bien Hoa.

On 10 May, 48 US soldiers in Lal Khe, who had completed their tour
and demanded to return home, were persecuted; seven committed suicide,

Also in Lal Ehe on 12 June 1368, 70 US soldiers un2nimously opnosed
orders to deploy. The commanders had to herd each one on the plane, but all
70 of the entl-war soldiers broke down the door and jumped out. On the aftor-
noon of 13 June, US commanders shot and killed two of them and sent the rest
someplace elsaa,

On 26 September, an entire dbattalion of US scldlers st Lal Khe agaln
staged anti-war acts, The commanders captured and rallously beat seven of
them, Many US soldiers have plcked up our leaflets and fastened them to
their helmets, stuck tiem in their pockets, or hldd=n then on thelr person,
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When the compatriots ask what the Pront's leaflets say, they reply: '"The
Front talks about peace and the withdrawal of US troops, That's great,"
Many US soldiers frequently ask the compatriots how to desert to the Lidvera-
tion Army or how to make contect with the Front so they can get back hone,
In Lai Khe, hundreds of US soldiers have deserted and are living eecretly in
the citles. US soldiers frequently desert when operations are coming up or
after they have sustained heavy losses from the Liberation Army. Ore US de-
serter sald this: WAccording to a elreular from the military police, there
wera 1,550 US soldiers whe deserted in the 'second field area! during the
firet six months of 1967, There were 570 deserters from the 1st Division

alone, At times, nearly 1,000 anti-war US soldiers have been imprisoned at
Long Binh, !

Hating the war and ignoring the restrictions of commanders, TS goldiers
openly talk about the defeats of the US azeressors in the war in Vietnam.
In Lal Khe, many US soliiers organized celebrations, sangz, danced, and fired
colored flares wnen they got the news that Johnson had to announce a halt in
the bomding and shelling of the Korth. The US soldiers® antl-war wave of
refusing to 20 to battle and demanding to return home is vigorously rising.
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