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The psychology of defeat, dislike of the war, and "esire for peace is engulfing the life of the soldiers in the US 1st Infantry Divisi~n. 

NUlIleroua US soldiers in this "big red one" division want to r"turn home to reunite "ith their families. A .Japl'L'1ese correspondent, through his many contacts with US soldiers of the 1st Division, haB observed: "The sold­iers I have mpt are all worried. They feel they won't win, but instead will be defeated." 

A diary of a US soldier Who died in the battle of Bau B~g said: "I'm unha~ny here. Morale is low and my life is hanging by a thread. I am ho~­sick and tired, don't get any letters or new9, don't have any bud"ie", and just have thin~s to cuss about •• ," One US soldier wrote his wife: "I want to get the hell out of Vietnam and the soone,. the better." Another US sold­ier wrote: "I long fo!' the day that I CM return to you and the kids." 

--

A c1'.9:p1;<1'1 of the US 1st Infantry Division said in dis!':Ust: "T!>.e real­it i~s of the lr:..r hFt,ve dostroyed many years of our work. Q 

At first, whe:1 thEY had .just come to Viecnam, the sold_i~rs of t~le tTS 1st Infa:1try Divisic,n liere heavily nropagandized. so they were very cruel. But late)'. as tl)8y sustained more and mOre heavy losses, their fighting snirit quickly declined. From soldier to commander, all are air"io of the sudden fi?,hting and close-qu.."rters fighting methods of the Libf'ration Army. In l!lnh Long, US tank drivers are vflry afraid of the Llber!ltion Army's anti-tank weapons and =ny have fled their tanks to escape danger. 

When the talks b"tween representatives of the Govern",ent of t'1", Derio·­cratic Republic of Vietaam and representatives of the US govn~~e~t in Paris began, uS soldiers expected peace and waited for the da,v they could go hom". In Lai Khe, US soldier. talked about a cO!llplete withdrawal. When the Paris conference came to a standstill, US soldiers were very angry and complained about .Johnson. Many US soldiers wrote on their helmets: HDon' t be the last one to get killed." In an operation in the delta of Tay Ninh Province on 



20 October 19G8, the fl.o:hting snlrit of the US sol:l.lt'rs fell di~tinct1y. 
fu\vin{!: never been at tacl:ed by the Li b!!rntion Army, th .. y were confused and 
""Tried. t·~an~ times they fled, leavinl" the bodies of their budn\eg bphjnd, 
when they encountered a small unit of th .. People I s Liberation Armp,t l"orces. 

The mO,,"f>ment of US soldiers age.inet the W!1r who refuse to go out to 
fight and de"",.>;:! to return home is deve1opinr, more and more vil"orously and 
vio1entl,. Instances of ma.."lY US soldiers feigning illness when they get 
orc'.ers to dep.coy are widespread. Some US soldiers hide out in the homes of 
our compatriots and some flee to Bien Roa and Saigon. Accordi~ to the con­
fession of a ieserter from the 1st Division, a US military police communi­
'!'.t .. stated tlklt durin" the first six months of 1967, there were 580 US sold­
iers who deserted. 

The 1IlOvempnt of US soldiers against the "".r is develQpi!1,~ bto violent 
acts such as suicide or shooting commanders who suppress them. Durin~ 1966 
an" 1967, tens upon tens of anti-war acts broke out from the comp"ny to t'le 
battalion level. 

Since the army and people of the South opened the general offensl VIt 

antI simultaneous uprising, the anti-war movement againllt taking orders to 
den loy , against supporting and countere.ttacking, demanding to retCL~ home, 
anti 90 on, has developed cc>ntin\l0'~81y and vigorously in the US 1st Infantry 
Division. The following are some of the anti-war acts: 

In FecruHry 1968, in Lal Khe, over 600 US soldiers !'efURed to !!o into 
battle and demanded to return home. They burned up their packs and military 
eoui'Pment. Cne US secn td lieutenant who was against the wl'.r shot and woCL"lded 
e. US captain. The captain shot and killed the l1eut~n!lllt and immF>diatel.y 
commit ted sui cide. 

On Q Hay in Lal The, an entire US colll]oan,.v refused to provide sI,+,port 
for puppet \):rOO,)9 in Phu Rca Dong; US soldi;or. as:ainst the "'".r violently 
fo~ht with US military police from 12 noon to 2 o'clock in the aft~rnoon. 
US co:nmandPr.' imprisoned and beat many soldiers who were against the _r and 
transferred 45 soldiers to Bien Hoa. 

On 10 May, 48 US soldiers in Lal The, who had completed their tour 
,,"",d ~.e;'l8nded to return home, were persecuted; seven committed suiclde. 

Also in Lai The on 12 June 1968, 70 US soldie!'s unanimously opnosed 
orders to de:>loy. The commanders had to herd each one on thp plane, bnt all. 
70 of the anti-war soldiers broke down the door and jumped out. On the aft~r­
noon of 13 June, US commanders shot and killed two of them and sent the rest 
someplacs else. 

On 26 September, an entire battalion of US scldiers at Lai Khe age.in 
staged anti-war acta. The commanders captured and "al10usly be~.t seven of 
them. Many US soldiers have picked up our leaflets and fastened them to 
their helmets, stuck t1em in their pockets, or hid~~n them on their per Bon. 
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When the compatriots ask what the 'ront's leaflets say, they reply: "The 
'ront talks about peace and the withdrawal of US troops. That's great." 
Many US soldiers frequently a8k the compatriots how to desert to the Libera­
tion A~v or how to make contact with the 'ront so they can get back home. 
In Lai Khe, hundreds of US soldiers have deserted and are livin~ secretly in 
the cities. US 80ldiers frequently desert when operations are coming up or 
after they have sustained heavy 1088es from the Libpration Army. One US de­
serter said this: .According to a circular from the military police, there 
were 1,550 US soldiers who deserted in the 'second field area' durin~ the 
first six months of 1967. There were 570 deserters from the 1st Division 
alone. At times, nearly 1,000 anti-war US 801diers have been imnrisoned at 
Long Binh. n 

Hating the W'lr and ignoring the restrictions of cornrn'l.."l1ers, US sol1iers 
openly ta.lk abo\lt the defeats of the US aggressors in the war in Vi,.tnam. 
In Lai !he, many US soliiers organized celebrations, sang, danced, a.n~ fired 
colored flares when they got the news that Johnson had to announce a halt in 
the bombing and shelling of the North. The US soldiers' anti-war Wave of 
refusing to go to battle and demanding to return home is vigorously rising. 
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