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15. SUMMARY' 
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(C) This report is a full tranLl.tion of a 32, Joint Ge~eral Staff, Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam study of <.infOrmation pertaining to the·a;tar~ of an 
.attack campaign on the first day of the lunar year (Ky Dau Tet) 0 'The study 
is a compilation of VC/NVA documents which were captured on 26 January 1969 
at XT,581023 by the 25th US Infantry Division, The Individ'lal documents used 
in this study have already been published by the Combined Document Exploita­
tion Center, Interpretation of the documents by 32, Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam, has not yet been fully correlated with the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam interpretation as set forth in this study and may differ 
in some specific areas, These documents were summarized under CDEC Document 
Log Number 09-0518-69, 
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II L. CONTENT, 

D!l~~nt '_II a notebook belonging 
D:lstd'l:1t mI:i'ti;;;"b~Region 2. ~d "'"tries 
lfe'\Pe&l the fol~,l)Wing tnfom .. tioo g 

to Phm Tmig SllI7Ig 0 .. caalfe 
are dfi'ted i ~ht'ough H ])o,c 

/l 
of Tan Sinh 
63 0 They 

A" Inl'cTlnait!oo on "the initiating of .m &tu,e~'~~¢J@,on !th® 1st day 
the_~ 1'!1ls.1t'~ 

On the back co".,ot of the n!>teb""k Sang noted the d .. tes 
considered by the C~unisw as red-lette~ dates in 5VN~ 

-Tha 2nd Cillllpaign sta~ted 

~ BTHBLMCLL ({sic» WII8 activated 
in Mtq 68. 

- Paris C,onference on 11 May 68. 

~ The US stopped bombing NVN 
on 1 Nov 68~ 

-On " May 68 

~ The abbrenation of "National, 
Pe"caf"l, ])o,,"oe~atic Allied F~H'Ce:i 

~ The dates the p~oba~iwe 
cC'IIfelrence «in Palrh» was conducte , 

~ Tha overoJ.l bOMing hal~"velr 
NVNo 
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- The initiating of an attack 
campaign OIl the first day of the lunar 
year. 

2/ Questionable Point: 

- (see the "assessment" part below.) 

There are tvo following hypotheses for the last sentence mentioned 
in the document: "the initiating of an attack campaign on the first day of 
the lunar year 0" 

Possibly, the document refers to a "future" attack campaign to 
be conducted on the first day of the lunsr year or the first day of Ky Dau Tet. 

- Possibly, it may refer to the last General. Offensive launched 
on the first day of Miu Thah Tet. 

3/ Assessmen t: 

- According to the dates mentioned .in the document, the "first day 
of the lunar year" ulust have come after Nov 68 (the date the docUJlltOnt was 
written). So it is possible that the first day of the lunar year maana the 
first day of Ky Dau Tet (1). 

- Based on the writing in the document, we also have arrived at 
the same conclUSion. Since the four sentences in the document were written 
in red ink with s ball-point pen, this is the Bame ink used «by Sang» to 
take notes while studying Resolution No. 8 on 7 nec 68. But the sentence 
ni the initiating of an attack campaign on the first day of the lunar year" 
was written in blue ink with a ball-point pen. This was the same ink used 
ec take notes after studying Resolution No.8. This means that it was written 
after 7 Dec 68. So "the first day of the lunar year" can be understood as 
having a "future" meaning, Le, the first day of Kt Dau TeL 

«Page 2 of OoT.» 

However, due to the following facts we cannot conclude that «the 
date mentioned in the document)} is referring to the first day of Ky Dau Tet. 

- The order of attack has a strategic characteristic and if it is 
to be executed throughout the country (General Offensive), it is natural 
that such an order cannot be disseminated more than two months in advance 
(since Dec 68). 

- Sang is only a cadre at district level, so it is impossible that 
he would hsve been informed of an order of sttack which has such strategic 
characteristics. In addition, the times and dates of the attacks were 
classified as "absolute secret, under no circumstances will they be made 
known to Ladre and troops as training materials, or as resolutions." 

- Based on previously captured documents, it is known that the 
time and dates for conducting General Offensives throughout the country usually 
are made known 15 days in advance. Then they would be reaffirmed seven days 

o .. " .... 
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before the General Offensive; and then the de~;i8ion for .conducting or postponing 
the gener&l offensive would be gi""~" 

For these reason~ 
document» is the firs, 

if we cmlsitlel'O",fhat the «date mentioned in the 
day of Kr J}a\' ret, it is not log:!.~al 

The sentence mentioned in ;::ne clor:!umentt c,m be crJd,2tstr:oa to mean 
that, the author «(Sang» means the Is\: Ci<i!!p"ign of ~he Gele~a~ Offensive 
was conducted on the first days of Mi.\. Th;;Il Te't and he wrote it at the bottom 
of the page as an N,B. 

However, when analy~:!.ng documents, it is necessary that we 
record that this deduction' is a signiHemt "fse:. to 

B. Important supplementaryinfonnation concerning Resolution No.8 of 
the Central Office. 

In CDEC's VC Document Analysis No.21/69 (referring to the documents 
for reorientation in fall, 1968, based .on Resolution No,.8 of R «COSVN» , 
prepared by the Political Departments, Headquarters" Liberation Army). we 
mentioned all significant points of Resolution No.8 issued by the Central 
Office. Following are some irnporta~t details concerning this Resolution which 
were revealed in the document" 

1. Characteristics, 

The document clearly states that Hthis Y'e:solution reiers co 
the achievement of the decisive victory and the ending" "f (the war). The 
forthcoming battle will be the decisive one, the~efore. efforts should be 
made to achieve victories within a relatively short period of time,. 

2, Features, 

Exposed ideological weaknesses are "passive rightism, 
hesitation to fight, and reliaoce «sic». 

/ "Acceptance of making sacrifice" in the coming attack. The 
acceptance of making sacrifices is repeated twice in the document, _-.::S:.:0~,<-.:1:.:t:...::i::s;.... 
evident that the COIIllIIunists hav" decided to "sacrifice the lives of 
their troops" in the future General Offensive. 

- They planned to launch attacks against cities, province 
capitals, district seats, and espedally in the main battlefield" which is 
Saigon Capital, in order to destro)' the central government and our key agencies, 

«Page 3 of O,r,) 

They conducted simultaneous offensives (throughout the country) 
in the three areas (mountain" and !'orests; lowlands: and .-ural and urban 
areas). 

PAGE 



They made elab:"~'ii:E: r::-'i.<-k;~;:S-~_::..c,n:? :::; i'!1S'l::-·e SC.''::>::::E:f,2J:'le and 
~_.::.ng :':i:'~..:Ti' a.t't.,::::.-ks against the p;ca3~,:::::"~-S!:: .:·::·...;~:..::.\, .. ec (iT. '=:'1::'::'(;';:) 

Their poli.:.~- was ':".:- ,' .. ::,: [~(:1.,._ ::,.,:3 :.n '.:he. !f13.:::: b?,.t:.:::Le::~21d 2nd 
to seize overall control. of the ~.h::-LC ::.:':;::~~=-

IV CDEC CO!1}1ENTS, 

In this Resolut1.o!'t dIe (.:.'':'1('-<3.';::0..'::>- '':':.3 ~-:.--:_idtd ~.: :'I)nj, .. ::: a Gene~a .... 
Offensive Rid Upriaing t1hic.h NO-..; .... :i bE "::.:~::i...:<L"e and end ::112 '..",z"r' ThesE: 
campaigns :)f attack were planned '{.~ be c.2.:1d~..:.-.><::ci 'w'1t,h :hE; i.")68~:969 
Winter-Sprlng Campaign~ The tnF.in Ob~~G_i:"'''': {<Ji:.,':, Saigufl. ~~"n:'3 ':ht2.y 
have planned to destroy the ,:en-.s~.E.:.l gcve:x.nrnffi:: :md au! Key ,15zn:..~ies Sc. i:: 
is obvious that the Communist still P~E!I1 t..:., a~:_a..::k Saig.::-;:~.L ill"':. ~·bjB::..'-.:i·"~ whi-::h 
would gi-ve them a decisive vi~t"ry if they 8u:.:",,,,ci,,d 

This is an imporCalit re:sc.l.'J.ti':;n, :'::f::'t. l.6 exp :.2.~~-sj in (:.c,!'l'ec.t. 
VC t.erms it must be referred ':'0 .as a -:e~:<'lt;.t.:L::. ~\('s,,;,~;:- p~an ;)fl) cf 'iatta:ks 
and assaults It This resolut.lpn ;Q\-"2.:"B ~he ;:':i~!.t.e.nt. -;Jf R"-·~c:': .. utL:m Ng 13 issued 
by the NVN Centra.l Party in Whi."'".::l ~lle: C:;rrJld.m~~ : . .:..: !1a:'Jl:: ;<'_:i::"i-::~i1 :";J :.lnl.tia!:~ 
a General OffenSl.ve ana UprIsing, C€t.'J;:,r;:.~.d ';.:,'....- d~h..ia;f{:. \'i.'~':"::_1.es "~l':"'1;hin a 
relatively short: period of :1,"" 

In addition~ Resoluti.Jn Nu (; <::.i.ls;1 -:.._---,,-e~s mtUT'. p.:.:....rl::~ -sf: RE-S')':"l~tl. -:;: 

l~o 6 and 7 issued by the General Oi;::...:..:.e rt.e5_~ut:.,;..:::,n iJo._ 6 ',-:':~I2::":'lCt~ -":-."' 

the conduct of the 2nd General Offe:lsJ ...... ·e ) :...r.c ~,tB8J..utlOn i~o 7 '.,I'l2:l:e.;'::':"~'J.g ::0 

the conduct of the 3rd General Offens:~.·e'~j In c.rlese twO Resc.-:;':J.tl~:t:3._ (he 
Communists planned to lawlch attacks 2.ga!.llst: -::.:.ic:i€B ih'lcl. oc~-upy a.i': che rural... 
areas. Resolution No,,8 also covers the sa.--ne i");'EU't ana it: also Bt.ft'C.es ::.hat 
attacks shou1.d be made against Saigon Capita: and the whole (;OUI1l:C7 

In the propaganda field, Resoll:t.1cn N'L 8 was designed to promote 
the troops' determfriatlon to·-fight ~n the tC(t:h,comlng phase In the 
strategic field, Resolution No 8 e:npha.3lZeS a plan to condu::;: a strong and 
decisive General Offensive in t:he w:;.ntE.>SrOI.ni'- of 1968-1969 In ~he ta.ot1cal 
field~ Resolution No.8 reveals ~h£ '::::;:::i1if;\_:.mi;;~. 5 intention 1:0 launch attacks 
against cities with emphasis placed on che at:ta::k agains-: ({Saigon) Capital 
However ~ Resolution No 8 also m-entioT.;s that gue rrillo. warfare act.i vities 
conducted th:coughout the coun\:" be de"igned to liberate rural areas for :he 

,tablishment of «(Communist» h .. '-.:--r:_l'2': fIDC vil1ilgE: gOY2rnf.lp.,;"'1ts 



(Clalsl/I('ltlon and Control ,'1arklngl) COMUSMACY (CO[C) 

CDEC Doc Log No.~51s-.69 

«Page 4 of O.T.» 

3/ Comments: 

The supp1etentary details concerning Resolution No.8 are very 
important, since they reveal the commun1st~s militarY intentions in the 
winter and spring of 1968-1969, especially the 1969 spring. 

As regard to the'aentence mentioned in the document "the initiating 
of an attack campaign on the first day of the lunar year" special 
attention should be paid to it. !f a larg_cale attack «(jeneral Offenaive) 
will not be launched; then we may conduct military activiOfes to c01llllle1llorate 
the date on which the General Offensive was initiatedo 

~~-----------END OF TRANSLATION-----------




