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VC DOCUMENT ANALYSIS
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ko]

No, 039%/TTM/2 ‘TTKTTLHH

I. SUBJECT: Information on “the ini:fating »f an agftack csmpaign om the
first day of the lunar yesr {Ky Ddy T&ti}”

lmporteant supplementary information concerning Resolutiom No. 8 issued
by the Centrasl Gffice.

IT. CIRCUMSTANCE OF CAPTURE:

Documents were captured by the 25th US Infsntry Division on 26 Jan 69
in the wicinity of XT581023 (Binh Dudng).

ITI. CONTENT:

Dozyment & a notebock belonging to Phan Tung Sang, & cadre of Tan Binh
Distriet unit/Sub-Region 2 and entries are dacted 7 through il Dec 63, They
reveal the feci.owing information:

A, Information on “the initiating of sm attack campaign on the 1st day
the lunar year,

1/ Reference Document:

On the back cover of the notebsok Sang noted the dates
considered by the Communists as red-ietter dates in SUN:

The document read as follows Explanatory notes by CDEC

-The Znd Campaign started —~On 4 May 68

on 4 May,

= BTHBLMCLL {(sic)) was activated = The abbreviation of "Nationsl,
in May 68 Peaceful, Demoeratic Allied Force!

= Paris Conference cn 11 May 68, = The dates the probative

conference {((in Paris)) was conducted

- The USstopred bombing NVN = The overall bombing halt over
onn 1 Nov 68, NN,
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= The initiating of an attack - (see the "assessment" part below)
campaign on the first day of the lunar
year.

2/ Questionable Point:

Thetre are two following hypotheses for the last sentence mentioned
in the document: '"the initiating of an attack campaign on the first day of
the lunar year.”

~ Possibly, the document refers to a "future" attack campaign to
be conducted on the first day of the lunar year or the first day of Ky Dau Tet.

= Possibly, it may r?fer to the last General Offemsive launched
on the first day of Méu Thah Tét.

3/ Assessment:

= According to the dates mentioned in the document, the "first day
of the lunar year" must have come after Nov 68 (the date the document was
written). So it is possible that the first day of the lunar year means the
first day of Xy Dau Tet (7).

- Based on the writing in the document, we alsc have arrived at
the same conclusion. Since the four sentences in the document were written
in red ink with a ball-point pen; this is the same Ink used ((by Sang)) to
take notes while studying Resolution No, 8 om 7 Dec 68, But the sentence
"the initiating of an attack compaign on the first day of the lunar year”
was written in blue ink with a ball-point pen, This was the same ink used
tc take notes after studying Resolution No.8. This means that it was written
after 7 Dec 68, So "the first day of the lunar year" can be understood as
having a "future” meaning, i.e. the first day of K§ Ddu Tét.

{((Page 2 of 0.T.)})

However, due to the following facts we cannot conclude that ((the
date mentioned in the document)) is referring to the firat day of Ky Dau Tet.

- The order of attack has a strategic characteristic and if it is
to be executed throughout the country {(General Offensive), it is natural
that such an order cannot be disseminated more than two months in advance
{since Dec 68},

= Sang is only a cadre at district level, so it is impossible that
he would have been informed of an order of attack which has such strategic
characteristics. In addition, the times and dates of the attacks were
classified as "absolute secret, under no circumstances will they be made
nown to cadre and troops as training materials, or as resolutions.,"

~ Based on previously captured documents, it is known that the
time and dates for conducting General Offensives throughout the country usually
are made known 15 days in advance. Then they would be reaffirmed seven days

(Lesve Rlanit)
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before the General Offensive; and then the desision for conducting or postponing
the genarzl offensive would be given,

For these reasons if we consider ghat the {(date menrioned in the
document)) is the firs. day of Ky Pau T2t it is not logizal.

4, Conclusion:

The sentence menticmed in the document can be undersived Lo mean
that, the author ((Sang)) means the ;s Campaign af the General Offensive
was conducted on the first days cof Ndu Than Tét and he wrote it at the bottom
of the page as an N,B,

However, when analv<ing documents, it is necessary that we
record that this deduction  is & signiffcant "fact.®

B. Important suppleméntary information concerning Resolution No.B8 of
the Central Office. e e

In CDEC's VC Document Anslysis No.21/69 (referring to the documents
for reorientation in fall, 1968, based on Resolution No.8 of R {(COSWN)),
prepared by the Political Departments, Headquarters, Liberatiom Army); we
mentioned all significant points of Resolution No.8 isaued by the Central
Office. Following are some important details concerning this Resolution which
were revealed In the document.

1. Characteristics:

The document clearly states that “this resolution rerers t©o
the achievement of the decisive victory and the ending” of (the war). The
forthcoming battle will be the decisive one; thexefore, efforts should be
made to achieve victories within a relatively short periocd of time.

2. Features:

Exposed ideological weaknesses are ''passive rightism,
hegsitation to fight, and reliance {((sic)).

\/"Acceptance of making sacrifice” in the coming attack. The
acceptance of making sacrifices is repeated twice in the document. So, it is
evident that the Communists have decided to “sacrifice the lives of
their troops™ in the future General Offensive.

- They planned to launch attacks agalnst cities; province
capitals, district seats, and especiaily in the main battlefield which Is

Saigon Capital, in order to destroy the central government and our key agencies:

({Page 3 of 0.T.})

They conducted simultaneous offensives (throughout the country)
in the three areas (mountaine and forests: lowlands' and rural and urban
areas}. )

{Leave Blank
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v CDEC CCMMENTS :

1/ Communist strategic determinsgycn

in this Reseluticn the o
Offensive and Upriasinpg which wouid b= ©
Csmpaigns of attack were planmed ¢o ke red
Winter-Spring Campaign. The mzain obie_tlwe wan Saip
have planned to destroy the czentral governmen® and our key ageniies 5¢ it
is obvious that the Communist stiii pi=n to aziack Salgoa, e ob
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2/  Characteristics of Resoiutica NO 8,

This is an important tesciutioa. If 2t 1s exp:ess
VC terms it must be referred “c as z Ion L CoveE;
and assaults " This resolutign. .9ynrs THE Conient of Rescoutds
by the NWN Central Party in whiih the Commanio o Aave woannsd 2
a General Offensive and Uprising, ceeijmed to 4-hisve vicic.ies 'wichin =
relatively short period of time ° '

In addition, Resoclution No & alsa e
5o 6 and 7 issued by the General Oifi.e. Res_..utisa Wo.H sreferring o
the conduct of the 2nd General Of feagive ) arc Hescliution No reie:
the conduct of the 3rd General Oifens:i.e?; in these rwo Resciutizns  che
Communists planned to launch attacks apainst £10188 and OCCUPY &ii Che rural
areas. Resolution No.8 also covers the same pran and it aisc states fhat
attacks should be made against Satgon Capital and the whole country

They are designed to achieve 4 d:_lsive viztory and to end the war

In the propaganda field, Resolutica No.8 was designed to promste
the troops’' determifidtion €5 Fight in the fercheoming phase. In the
strategic field, Resolution No 8 emphasizes a pian to conduci a strong and
decisive General Offensive in the wintzu~spring of 1968-1069 I'n the taztica
field, Resolution No.8 reveals the Communist s inteation to launch arttacks
2gainst cities with emphasis placed on the actack agains: {{5aigon)) Capital
However, Resolution No.8 also mentions that geerrilila warfare activities
conducted throughout the countey be dezigned to liberate rural areas for “he
Fablishment of ((Communist}} hawlzr znd viliage govarnmaents
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3/ Comments:

The supplepentary details concerning Resolution No.B are very
important, since they reveal the commmist®s milftarv intentions in the
winter and Spring of 1968-<1969, especfally the 1969 spring.

As regard to the sentence mentioned in the document "the initiating
of an attack campaign on the first day of the lunar vear" special
attention should be paid to it. If a large~scale attack ({(éneral Offensive)
will not be launched; then we may conduct military activitdes to commemorate
the date on which the General Offensive was fnitiated.

END OF TRANSLATION
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