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ROBERTS IN VIETNAM

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr, President, for

tnost a year, Michael D. Roberts was
ih Vietnam as the correspondent of the
Plain Dealer. At the end of his Aassign.
ment Mr. Roberts summed up His con-
clusions in an article entitled “Vietnam,
1968, Is a Time for Anger.”

In blunt language, Mr. Roberts sets
forth the reasons for his anger. In brief,

his article tells of the futility and frustra- -

tion of the many in the pursuit of impos-

ible dreams of the few. It is a story of

an immense effort on the part of military
and civilian agents of this Nation in
Viethnam which. despite highlights of
gallantry and noble purpase, has riot been
able to emerge from the guicksands of
sell -delusion and deception in Saigon.
The year 1968 is, indeed, a time for
anger. It is a time that is alse tinged

‘with sadness, for the tens of thousands

of American and Vietnamese lives whiech
have been forfeited in this barbarous
war, In retrospect, so tog was 1967 a time
for anger and regret, and 1966 and 1965,

What appalls most, Mr. President, is
that what Mr. Roberts has concluded at
the end of 1968 was concluded in sub-
stance by predecessor correspondents in

Saigon in preceding vears, Indeed, if

there is a reassuring link to reason in
this sorry situation, it has been the essen-
tial acecuracy with which a long line of
restdcnt American correspondents have
pereeived the actual siate of aflairs in
Vietnam over the vears. One can only
Tiope that Mr. Roberts wiil be read with
greater care and atteniion than his
predecessors.
T ask unanimous consent that the sum-
Yoarircie on Vieina by Airhinel T

Looprinted in T
Tiiere being no objection, ihe ariicle is
ordered to be printed in the REecorp, as
follows: -
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VIETNAM, 1968, Is TInME FoR ANGER

(KoTE.—Micheel D, Raberts, Plain Desler
correspondent, sums up in this dispatch the
overall conclusions he has drawn from nearly
& ¥ear's service in Vietnam.)

fBy Michae! I, Roberts)

Sarcox. -1t is difficult o Iee]l sadness on
leaving Vietnam. All the sadness you could
muster has long been expended—usclessly,
Fou might add.

The thing you can do is lament the dead
and those who are golng to die in this place
of confused {ornent.,

TTie feeling most prevalent, though, 1s
BLIET—LOT 20 ahger derived from s political
philosophy or & fervid mora! movement, but
&I anger based on reelism,

This.anger is directed at the Vistnammese
end American governments and those who
represent cach in their particular endeavors
in the orchestrated mess called the Vietram
WAar. -

And the others—the Vietnamese people
end the American soldiers—well, they reslly
have no cortrol over what happens to them,
and need an element of Iuck 1o duck at the
right moment. ¥You can Eympathize with
them. admire them and wish thern Tuck,
Alter they are dead ¥OU may lament them.

A new president Wwill now confront the
cursed ways of this war. and if he is not
decetved perhaps he ean help bring peace to
the countiryside and $0Y 10 the people.

But @ do this he must be touzghk and wise
and stop plaving ‘‘let's pretend” with the
South Vietnamese Government (GVN) and
recognize wnat It is and what it has not done,

In many ways the GVN, masked behind 1ts
detnocratic drapery, is as much of a hin-
drance a5 the Viet Cong when it comes to Joy
and freedom for the People.

It 1s neither responsive to the people it
represents nor viahle enough to stand on
Its own. Directed largely by military per-
sonalities, the GVN goes its own way and
In & carefully masked drama gires us the
Impression of being democratic. It is a hollow
Impression,

Most Enowledgeshle Vietnamese who care
enough to be interested will tell you sabout
the great etection we foreed the GVN to hold
tn the fall of 1947,

“The election was the blggest frand,” said
one student. “It is ecommon knowledge
among the people that many scldiers voted
twice. That many people long dead had cast
brllots is guite amusing to many of us*

Butl since the election and the writing of
8 constitution, Americans here have looked
upcn the evoludon of democrecy in almost &
reverent manner.

"Whr, I'm not worried aboit a coup,™ gald
An Awmnerican adviser in Vung Tau. “They
have a constitution now. After the election
why should there be a ecup? It is & prac-
tiring, iving democracy now "

The fact that the GVN is a thinly dis-
fulsod trranny thatl closes newspapers with
fiimsy explanetions, harasses those who
would dare to speak out in public, and takes
from the pecple in the form of corruption
1s usually overlooked. :

Outwzrdly, the GVN appears to be labor-
ing to develop a war-torn’ nation, but in-
wardly its offcials, products of a systern that
has become part of this nation’'s hlood, con-
tinue to grow wealthy from the ways of war,
COrrupti and the American dollar

ILravT VIETINALN, GRIEF IS SFENT--—4NGER
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prate  Lomorraw,

Govern the GVN would

cnly nnve Lo face another armed BTOUp pre-

Pering Lo rid the land of oppression,
The Cppurescion comes first, rebellipn fof-
: : Zrunists fill the vacuum
sitied spiriiy, evertually take
Hi0 Of the entire movement
ihg 11 theirs, This is a possible pat-
tern of insurrection. ’
As long as the GVN continues to treat the
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People in the present manner communism
will always have s polnt from which to com-
mence.

Legions of nailve, ambitious and plainly
stupld Americans have unwittingly alded the
GVN. Cur government atternpted s revolution
here which was aof such magnitude that it
became an impossibllity from the siart be-
cause of the characler of the peopie and the
nature of the GVN.

Qur gcvernment, under the Ilmpression
that American mouey and men could even-
tuaily transform this iand into g democratic
EOCIelY. rave the GVN its head Becsuse of
the United Staies the GUN hod power und

we really had no conirgl over thic power.
which of course was ours from the begin-
ning

Kever before has our government fought
such a war. In Tesponse, it hes sent American
civilians and leaders of Buch naive quality
that one's teeth grate in {rustration.

U.5. AID employes, Feople who are asked to
function in important jobs—jobs that re-
quire tmmense skill and understanding—ar-
rive daily to collect substantial salaries and
live in alr-conditioned comfort. They arrive
without skill or understanding.

Somg go to the district and provincial
capltals to serve in various advisory roles.
Many who are sent tn advise ATe Tecent college
graduates who previously never heid jobs and
are avoiding militery service. Othere are for-
mer militarr men. Lsually retired. who were
Pissed over on the promotion lieos

This iz not o SA¥ that the c!vilians who
serve ac adviserc are all inadeguate, for there
Bré s0me ouistanding people here, but even
they are stymied by the etmosphere and
events that take place around them.

One ndriser, g young man who is capable
and knowledgeable, hlameg the military for
mary ills and refuses to mingle with the rest
of the men on the advisory teamn who are all
military.

His attitude 15 one ot disgust toward the
Army-—disgust because the Army seems in-
different toward the Vietnamese people.

“T have as little as possible to do with tha
mlilitary,” this adviser explalned. :

Whether he knows it or not, this advicer 18
dulling the effectiveness of hls particular
team. True enough, the mlilitary does not
exhibit the same zeal as the young advlser,
but he refuses to see reallty and try Lo make
the team work,

On the other hand, the military often
manifests CONTEmpe fOT the civillans, who are
sometimes viewed ag “do-gocders” witk no
business to be cluttering up a war zone.

Bince the job of fighting this {¥vpe of strug~
gle is complex, the experience and knowledge
of those who have mastered a small part of
1t is invaluable. But by and large, many of
these people give up fn disgust st the leader-
ship, which tends to give in to the Viet-
namese pressures at niearly every turn.

The mstier of COTTURLITn alone is of such
stuggeritg magnitude 121 e mind reels
when it confronts only a small part of it

And the Viethamese people laugh oh,
how Lhey izughl—at the Amoeoricans who are
innocent of the corruption that surrounds
them. The Vietnamese beople know all and
see all. They are the last to be fooled by the
stories of imunrovement and progress that we
praise the GVN for making. Obvisusly, we
&rc the § L De {oaled

ve done 50 mush for the Vietiamese
1

We }
that they have g swopped funciioning.
ng, owe fi C¢ muost

We advine on o

Fytl

things and we fga Lhie Yoavies: f o The
Vietnamera gevernment spends i e talka
ing about how it 15 Dot guing s ik 1w the
National Liberation Front, s conirontation

thas will hiave to take place ir
oo oo .

v = .
eble army BT L A de-
plo¥ing in mzaneuvers of eluding snd engag-
ing, our mllitary is expected to do more than
fight. :
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The truth is that the military has been
asked t0 do too much in Vietnam. Soldiers
are expected to be politicians, good humor
men, development speciallsts, doctors, psy-
chologlsts and just about everything short of
- the good falry.

If you have ever had anything to do with
an infentry unit that has seen combat day
in and day out, you ecan understand the ri-
diculousness of this. Men tenge and tired
from combat are apt to look upon any Viet-
namese with suspiclon and 111 feeling,

However, the military in Vietnam cannot
go uncriticized. Gen. Willlam C, ‘Westmore-
land with his voeal optimiam, his search-and-
destroy methods and his masslve use of fire-
power left the military effort open to the at-
tacks of skpetics,

But in meny ways the mllitary has done
its primary job in Vietnam., It hag killed Viet
Cong and North Vietnamese soldlers. It is
even getfing better at the Job. What else
does a mllitary do?

The longer you are here, however, and the
more closely you examine the enemy and the
polities, it becomes increasingly evident that
the milltary operations are superfluous he-
cause the “other war™ ia being fought like a
delay-and-withdraw actlon. Because of the
Ineptness of the GVN, Viet Cong are manu«
lactured dally,

Qur participation in the “other war” has
been less than brilliant.

Men were assigned to Vietnam as leaders
in this program and came to bulld personal
empires of such bureaucratic magnitude that
it took elaborate charta to find out who was,
responslble for what,

Robert W. Komer, now U.S. ambassador to
Turkey and a former Centra] Intelligence
Agency man, came to head up our efforts in
this area,

On paper, the way Komer likes things, he
had great qualifications. He had good schoola
behind him, good experience and was gen-
erally considered a good adminlstrator, Fine,

But Komer did not listen to his people in
the fAeld, many of whom he classifed as mal-
contents when they complained of Iailures,
He would urge them to “get on the team.”

A cheery, ebullient sort, Komer told his
people to lsten to the GUN and do it thelr
way. After all, it was their country.

Komer was fair game for the press which
constantly attempted to put him on the de-
fensive at his news briefings. These were al-
most always concerned with his evaluation
system for pacification, a computerized sys-
tem that analyzed security in the country-
slde.

“It is the only measurement,” he wouid say
in defense. Yes, it was the only measurement
that could be worked out on the computer,
but there was alwaye the feeling that ad-
visers' reports never quite made 1t to the
final input. Things may not be so good out
In the districts, yet by the time Salgon pro=-
duced the final reports they looked good on
paper,

And what about the U.S, advisory system,
which has worked so long and so hard with
the Vietnamese military and civilian forces?

Despite all the cheering and applause from
many Amerfcan advisers, who must rely upon
good efficiency reports for bromotion, prog-
ress among the Viethamese armed forces is
largely hope and a Supply of better American
arms. - .

Since almost all advisers, be they civilian
Or military, have rather limited tours of duty
in specific assignments, their Vietnamese
counterparts have gone through a dozen
OT 80.

In many instances the adviser does not
advise at all. He sometimes asks, sometimes
begs, sometimes cons and most times func-
tions as e line of supply or a communica-
tions clerk.

Many Vietnamese commenders, district
chlefs and provinece chiefs have served In
. the environment of war for so long that 1t

.Beems impossible that an American ofMcer
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Wwith no command of the language or, in
many cases, no previous combat experience
13 really going to advise them.

Advisers do not even have the power to
eontrol American goods and materials that
are sent to help the war-stricken people,

The advisory effort in name has dwindled
to the static stage. Vietnamese counterparts
have learned to rely too much on U.S, sup-
port as provided by an adviser who thinks
that he s doing his Job by making the aid
available. Vietnamese leadership, as bad pg
1t generally is, needs to regaln personal ini-
tiative,

No one fools the Vietnamese People. When
they are helped they know where the help
comes from, and our help does not make
them. view their government with any more
respect,

The advisory program needs re-evaluation.
It would be the frst step in making the
Vietnamese realize that the “other Wwar'"” must
be fought by themselves for it 1s a war in
which we are altogether too inefective.

The problem of the South Vietnamese
military is one thet will tax the minds of our
leadership for some time. The Vietnamese
soldier sees how the American fights. He sees
the artillery, alr strikes and masslve heli-
coptler support. He is not interested in fight«
ing without thege and where, after we with-
draw, 15 he going to get them?

Westmoreland tried to make the war as
easy ag possible on the GI. He always sald let
mechines do the job to save men's lives,
which was admirable encugh. But the South
Vietnamese are men, too. Where does their
future lie? .

The nalve Americans are perhaps the most
dangerous. They truly belleve hecause they
cannot see. The adviser in one seacoast town
was ohlivious of the fact that the yearly
budget was belng held back and lent out at
a high rate of interest and then, suddenly,
spent at & terrific pace at the end of the Lscal
year. .

“I don’t know why they've spent only
20% of the budget in 10 months,” he ex-
plained to a reporter. “I think it's because
they have been having a dificult time get-
ting the books streightened out.*

His assistant, younger and more alert, ex-
Plained later: “It is belng lent out at as much
88 50% Interest on a loan that has to be
pald back 1n 10 months.”

“Why didn’t you tell your boas?"

“I've told him g couple of times and he
refusee to belleve me. He saye we have to
listen to the Vietnamese.”

A Saigon official laughed over the lending
incident, “At least they are not stealing it
he sald. '

Americans are naive In .

In a province west of 8aigon, an area heav-
ily Infested with Viet Cong, the American
advisers are quick tc extol the virtues of the
province chlef, who 15 better than most but
still is not beyond applying the con.

Beveral hights g month, the province
chief, buttoned up in his armored car, travels
with a musical band to a hamlet where
the people are brought together to Msten to
entertalnment and g speech from their
leader.

The American leadershlp views this as
quite wholesome. It is just the kind of thing
Boh Komer would have in his backyard. The
province chief gains prestige through this
action because the Americans like it and

other ways.

in this particular Provinge.

S0 on the face of it the rice paddy variety
shows are very good. The Province chief dis-
Plays his contempt for the vo by spending
the night in the village. On paper it is a
brave and bold gesture,

Since most Americans cannot speak Viet-
nameke A However, they do’ not realize one

thing, p gople. In that, articular hamlet

»
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Even though the province chief, who ap-~
DPears t0 be guite unconecerned about the
VC, has et up night ambushes and defen-
sive positlons around the Kamlet with nearly
a battallon, the pecple fear that his foollsh-
ness is simply inviting a Viet Cong attack.

“I have talked with some people from one
hamlet,” & Vietnamese friend sald, “The
mothers fear for thelr bables when the musi-
cal show comes. All the People are cold with
Iright. They wish the colonel would stop
trying to impress the Americans.”

If you are sitting in Sajgon reading reports
and evaluating this activity,-alt would appear
quife progressive. The province chief Is at-
tempting to pacify his province; he is out
showlng the flag and he is working, His coun-
terpart seems to be doing well, too.

No one evaluates the people’s feelings. Did
you eéver have a good time while walting for
8 mortar attack? This never ocours to the
Saigon officials, whose secretartes often en-
Joy salaries and benefits equal to those of
& company commander.

The game goes on.

Most Americans in Vietnam see our effort
(Jfor what it is, most recognize the GVN as desg~
potic. To diseuss this with them In Balgon is
old hat; you give an example and they can
glve you two back, -

.Westmoreland could never understand
the press in Vietnam, He tried to be friends,
tried to use public relations to win their
understanding.

Westmoreland did ot lle, Bug what he
faced in the press corps wasg an independent
agency that could go anywhere in the coun-
try and see Anything it wanted to and talk
to anyone who cared to comment, *

The difference between the press and the
government was that the press listened to
what everyone had to say. It was not that
US. officials did not tell the truth. It WaS
Just that they did not know any differently
themselves 5o they took the word of the
GVN or of whoever could identify progress.

But when these same People who talked to
the press tried to talk with the government,
pecple like Bob Komer did not always have
time to listen. Ambassador Komer wanted
to listen only to those things that told of
pProgress. To speak otherwlse meant that you
were not doing your job.

Barry Zorthian, the former leader of the
Joint T.8. Press Mission, another bureau-
cratic empire of questionable worth, returned
home after 4 long. tour in Vietnam and critf-
cized the lrresponsibility of the presa.

To a degree Zorthian was right, Some poor
reporting is coming out of Vietnam, Butf the
U.8. Government accredits as 8 Journallst
Jjust about anyone who would Hke to attend
a4 war.

These persons flock in without any previous
Journalistic experience. They are accredited
as free-lancers.

“Oh, this is my first writing effort,” a
young man eaid the other day. “I'm just
here to make some money and see a little
war,” .

A beautiful school operator came over to
Alm a documentary, Red Cross giris return
to become journalists and even & ‘matronly
woman with nothing other to do WRE AC-
credited, She asked meekly:; -

“Please can you tell me when the tour is
going out to the war?"

And strangeiy enough, when the free-
lancers find out, as most eventually do, that
A2 war does not nNecessarily make you an
Ernest Hemingway and that ft takes money
to lve even in Saigon they can get an assign-
ment from our government that will pay
them & few hundred dollars. )

They are paid well to write 1nsipid feature
stories that neither wlil see print nor reprew
sent good propaganda. Our conception of
Propaganda s air-dropped leaflets that the
Vietnamese use for tollet paper
WIBDPers, <

Yes, Barry Zorthian Is right
Problem with the presa, .'larggly O S0R
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Bovernment was too timid to kKeep Vietnam
from being a Playground for would-he
writers.

A 1ot of good is to be found in Vietnam,
mostly good peaple. Outstanding Americans
and equally outstanding Viethamese labor
dally together, endure the hardships and
dangers and buiid binding friendships and
mutual respect through their toils,

The men who extend for more duty deserve
credit for tbey discount the odds that are
made by the Viet Cong and the politicians.
Not enough can ever be said about these
people.

Often it 1s best not to mention the good
Vietnamese for thelr government does not
like to hear what they have to 5ay. But they
are the victims of politics and thé times and
they are the ones who suffer the most.

Both governments, reigned over by the sin.
gle-mindedness of their leaderships, struggle
on. The Americans look for Progress during
thelr tour so they can come home to g
bromotion while the GVN leaders Immerse
tbemeselves in the Joys of new-found power,
unwilling to face reality,

That the writer has been unfair in hig
portrayal iIs acknowledged. He Is unfair be-
cause he does not have the answers to these
agonies, but apparently neither does any of
those in power,

But first we have to acknowledge our mis-
takes before we can correct them:. The ques-
tion is whether our leadership is ready to
do so,

That is why anger overcomes sadness in

Vietnam,
_\__




