
~r"I r'li lv, I • ~ 

CAU;:0RNIh 
March 4, 1969 

k 
ROBERTS IN VIETNAM . 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, for 
most a year, 'MichR.e1 D. Roberts was 

i Vietnam as the correspondent of the 
Plain Dealer, At the end of his assign­
ment .Mr. Roberts summed up his con­
clusions in an- article entitled "Vietnam, 
1968, Is a Time for Anger." 

In blWlt language, Mr. Roberts sets 
forth the reasons for his anger. In brie!, 
his article tells of the futility' and frustra­
tion of the many In the pursuit of impos­
sible dreams of the few. It is a story of 
an immense effort on the part of military 
and civilian agents of this Nation in 
Vietnam which. desDite highlights of 
gallantry and noble pUI}X)se, has not been 
able to emerge from the qUicksands of 
self-delusion and deception in Saigon. 

The year 1968 is, indeed, a time for 
anger. It is a time that is also tinged 

. with sadness, for the te:p.s of tllousands 
of American and Vietnamese lives which 
have been forfeited in this barbarous 
war. In retro.sp~t, so too was 1967 a time 
for ange-r and .·egret, and 1966 and 1965. 

\Vhat appa!ls most, Mr. President, is 
Ulat what Mr. Roberts lias concluded at 
the end of 1968 was concluded in sub­
.stance by predecessor correspondents.in 
Saigon in prectding years. Indeed, if 
there is a reassuring link to reason in 
this sorry situation, it has bpcn the essen­
tial acc.u.:-acy \\--jth which a lO!lg line of 
resident American correspondents haye 
pcrcc·i,·ed the actual state of affairs in 
'·~iet.nalI1 oyer the years. One can only 
'bope t::1Bt Mr Roberts will be read with 
greater care and attention than his 
predecessoN;_ 

I ask unani/1:'OUS cons!:'nt tr"J<1t thE" sum­
•. '!- :-,,··,k'(· (,n Yi;;-lnBrr, b~- !\';j::l-:C'] D 

T::.er-e being: :-'0 objection. Ul{" article is 
orderE'd. to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

VIETN AM, 1968, Is TIME FOR AN GER 
(K (lTE.-Michael D. Roberts, Plain Dealer 

C"orres}xlt1dent, SUlllS up tn this dispatch the 
overali conclusions. he has dr-avon from nearly 
a year's service in Vi.etnam.) 

rEr Michn"'l D. Roberts) 
S_UGoX" -11 is difficult to feel sadness on 

lea ,tng Vietnam.. All the sadness you could 
muster has long been expended-uselessly, 
you might add. 

The thing you can do is lament the dead 
and those \I:'ho are going t.o die in this plaCe 
o! confLl~('d tOIl~lent. 

'rrlE' ,ef';,ng- most p!"C'l"alCIll, though, is 
al.~cr -r,c;~ l";.Il ar,ge.:: dpl""l,ed fro:r: & political 
p!l.ilos'_'phy or a fen;id nlOrr.! m(JH:me:J.t, but 
an anger ba..~ed on realism. 

TI1.is . ..anger is directed at the Vi-=-tnamese 
and American governments and those who 
represent each in their particular endeavors 
in the orchestrated mesS called the Vietn.s.m 
war. 

And the others-the Vietnamese people 
and the American soldtel"&--well, they really 
ha\'e no co:ctrol over what happens to them, 
and need an element of luck to duck at the 
right moment You can sympathiZe With 
them admlre them and wish them luck. 
After they are dead you may lament them, 

A np,," president "ill now confront the 
cursed Kay! o!" t!1is war. and if be is not 
decei\-ed p~rt.a.ps he can help hr:ng peace to 
tl1{' C('t:!,;n'siop and j(" t.o the people. 

R'.l~ ~., cl~, tl-1l." he must be wu£b and \nse 
and stu:) p:aring "Jet.'s pretend-" with tbe 
South \-letllamese Go\'ernment (GVN) and 
r!?-(Yvgnize what It is and wbat It bas not done. 

In manr ways the GVN, maskl.:'d behind Its 
democratic drapery, Is as much of a hin­
drance as the Viet Gong wben It comes to jay 
a.nd freedom for the people. 

It 1s neither responsive to the people it 
represents nor .lable enough to stand on 
Its O~'D.. DIrected largely by m1lltary per­
sonalities. the GVN goes its own way a.nd 
In 11. ca.refully masked drama gives us the 
impression of being democratic., It is a bollow 
impression. 

M06t knowledgeable Vietnamese who care 
enough to be 1nterested w1ll tell you about 
the great election we forced the GVN to hold 
In the fall of 1967. 

"The election was the biggest fraud," said 
one student. "It is common knowledge 
among the people that ma.ny soldiers voted. 
twice. Th&.t many people long deacl bad cast 
bs.llots is qurt.e amusing to many of us." 

But since the election and the "\I:-'r1ting of 
a consti:ution. Americans here have looked. 
upon the ero;uLion of democracy in a.lmost a 
re,'erent rnanner. 

"'Vi-rn-, rm Lot worried about a coup," said 
an Al!;e!"i("an addser in Vung Tau. "They 
bave a constitution now_ After the election 
why should there ·be a coup? It is a prac­
ticing, Ii I';ng democracy now_" 

TIl!' ~,I.C;: t.!lat the GVN is a 'thinly dis­
guisBd trranny that closes newspapers with 
fhmsy exp:anetlons, hara.sses those who 
would dare tc. speak out in publiC'. and takes 
from the people in the form of corruption 
is usuall, overlooked -

Outw~,'-rdIY, the GVN appears to be labor­
tng to de\'eiop a war-torn nation, hut tn­
wardly its offiCials. prOdUCts of a system that 
ha.s bec')me p~,rt of this nation's blood, con· 
tinl:e tc crow wcalt.hy from the ways of war, 
cor':-'l.tJ~i. n ~mJ tlle American dollar 

L, '.":" :i-"~"':,L GRIEF IS SfTr-.""Y --_U,(;ER 
HC"!'I.'-HNS 

G. -,C-: i" .1,"(, l.Ornorro"W, the (iV1\' .... ·oUld 
only 11:; ,'" k' flice another armed Kroup pre­
paring :,(J raj ,_~e land of oppres5ton. 

TIl(' c;-:P;;P' ,>.ieI'. conles first, r!:"hellion fol-
j(,-,\', (', ;;,,"",l!nists fill t:-,e ,-aCHurn 
',;-,G ~ ,- ::'~d [.pi.!·i ... , e\'el",l,u:ly t.ak~ 
i'li' .. b, ,'_1 '~:,h:rJ 01 the e!ltire Irlo\"cDlcnt 
nne. rL;·.kj!Jg It theirs. This 1s a possible pat­
tern of lIlSurrectlon. 

As long as the GVN cont1:r::l.Ues- to treat the 

S UBJ. 

DATE SUB-CAT. 

people in the present manner c0mmunlsrn 
'will always ha,'e a point [rom wh1c:h to (".om~ 
menee. 

Leglons of nai'i'E, ambitiOUS and plainly 
stupld Americans wn unWlttlngl." aided the 
GYN_ Our government a1. >:-empted h revolution 
here which was o! such magnitude that it 
became an irnp0SSibllit.r from tl-1C start be>. 
cause of t.he cha.racter of the people and the 
nature of the GVN. 

Our gC'I"ernrnent, under the ltnpression 
that American mane." and men could even­
tUAll, t.ra.nsfc~ thi.~:·ll.md into a df'mocrfltlc 
f'OCletv. £!'a\'~ tht' G'n; Its head Bt'-Csuse of 
tlle F·n:t:{.d ~~-b.~I:"" tln G\'K !lad pow€: ,."ne! 
we r-E'all"\" had Jr, C~'l::;.ro' o'cr th:s p'i1,l;'er, 
Wh)ctL of co"rse W~ o\~!"s from thE" beg-ln­
Ulng 

Ke.-er bero!"e has our go-.-t'nunen~ fe>ught 
such a war In rE"sponse. it ha..s scr:t A.rnerlcan 
clv1lianB and leaders of such naIve QuaUty 
that one's teeth grate In frustration 

U.S. AID E"Ulployes, people "ho are a..sked. to 
function in important jobs-jobs that re­
qu1re lOllnense skin and understand!ng-&r­
n,e daU .. to collect substanti.al salaries and 
live in a."tr-conditioned comfort_ They anlve 
without skill or understanding. 

B0rnt go to tbe district and pro"\"inciaJ 
cap!tals to Sen'e in various adMsory roles. 
Man, who are sent to aj\'ise are reC"ent college 
gradtt:lteS who prel"iOt!slr never held jobs Wld 
are a\-oiding milit.a:y sen-ice O~~e!"~ a.:-e for­
mer mil!"C.2.:'r men. l..!_<:ualJy r{'tuHl. who were 
P3.&500 ove:- on t:-;r· p,omotlOn lis"s 

T'.Lll!' 15 ~0t to say tl",at the c!,i]i(,ns wbo 
sen'€' f\..'" adYisen. are all Inadequate, for there 
are some outsta.ndJng people here, but even 
they are stymied by the atmosphere and 
events that take place around them. 

One ad,lser, a young man wbo is capable 
and knowledgeable. blames the m.iUtary tor 
many 1115 and refUSeS to mingle with tbe rest 
of the men on the advisory team who are all 
mllitan. 

HIs at titude is one of disgust toward the 
Army----dlsgust becaus.e the Army seems In. 
different toward the VJl2'tnarnese people. 

"I have as llttle as pOSSible to do with th8 
m1l1tary," this adviser explained, 

Wbether he 'knows It or not, this adviser is 
dulling the etrecUveness of his part1cular 
team. True enough, the military does not 
exhJbit the same zeal as the young adviser. 
but he refuses to see reaJlty and t.ry to make 
the team work. 

On the other hand. the lllilit.ary ofren 
manifests cont.em:l€ fnr the ci'·ill::'ns. who are 
sometimes viewed 8.6 "do'gooders" with no 
business to be cluttering up a war zone, 

Since the job of. fighting this type of st.rug· 
gle is complex, the experience and ktlO>I,;lE'dge 
Of thOse who haYe mast-ereB a small part of 
it Is in\'aJuable. But by and Ja:-ge. manr of 
these pt'Ople give up in disb'J.st at the It'ader­
ship, which tends to give in to the Viet­
name.se pres.surf!.'3 at n(-':~rlr e,-crr turn, 

The nl."ttkr of C"0rnl,'t~'_·::.. "l(,l'''' is of F\!C~'J 
staggt'nn~ rnr1j:Hitudr :;-;.:;: L'"";C milld :-("els 
when it confron:.{; only a ~:rall p;,rt of it 

And the \-it'tn:l.mese J->--::ople la'..l~h -Dh. 
how they j";lgJ-,!--·-at the .'\m~rj:-HD.S "l:1O are 
Innocent o~ the corrU;-lt!<1n that surrounds 
them. The YletflJ.mese' peopjl2' know all and 
see alL They are the last to be fooled by the 
stories 0:: I:r'..prOy{'men~ &nd p!"of,7(-'-ss that we 
praise t!w G,-!\" for n~~k:ng Ob .. l.Ju:;!r we 
are tiH:- '-::-71 4· hE- f'l,']C.J 

\Ve 11.,',(, dOI,E' so !TIlleL for the \',,·~]:arl":r'se 
that ti,le"" h.:..-:", :;:c,pl:;- ."',--ppec :::U~!c;l'-ln:ng 
V/e :'I(;·').,e or, C'". '·:-,I·t:-_::lg. W;c r:!, ,·-,C't n,,,,,t 
thi!lg~ P,!l(j \'."'" CC' t:-,1' L'Ca"~('3: r-,-, '.:ll'" '1]:le 
\rietn:un,:,~"" !!V,-erltIll"~L ~iH"ncls !t.: :I:J.(" t.alk~ 
tng ab..)·.n h c

-,,,, it lS not g-utl-,g tc, t,.';l; 1.0 the 
Natior:.:\l U be~n !lOll FT(Jn.t, ~ r-~)r.: ~'-·n :.;, t)on 
tha.t wiIi hine V' t:d:e pl,Lee L i' to 

\" ;-, i. ( ;:, ,) . 
t:cb1e <lrillY 1'-'()'.·'~5 l,t)(~:t :!1C' cc."; ,_.-,,;'.,. de­
plOYing I~ m<l.neUI-e!"S o! etuding "nd ",ugilg­
ing, our mL!i ,,::try IS expected to do 010:-(' than 
figbt. 

iliJT iOIRlylo\ F I T IHI E Ivi I IE I TINIAIMlwIA(RloINIMI De]RIo I FI Il!JEJ 
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The truth Is that the military haa been 

asked to do too much in Vietnam. Soldiers 
are expected to be politicians, good humor 
men, development specialists, doctors, psy .. 
chologists and just about everything short ot 
the good fairy. 

If you have ever had. anything to do with 
an infantry unit that has seen combat day 
in and day out, you can understand the ri­
dtculollilness of this. Men tense and tired 
from combat are apt to look upon any Viet.­
namese with suspicion and III feeling. 

However, the military lri Vietnam cannot 
go uncritlclzed. Gen. Will1a.m C. Westmore­
land with his vocal optl.m1sm, his searcb-and­
destroy methods and his massl ve use of fire­
power left the military effort open to the at­
tacks Of skpetlcs. 

But in many ways the mIlltary has done 
its primary job In Vietnam. It has killed Viet 
Cong and North Vietnamese soldiers. It is 
even getting better at the job. What else 
does a military do? 

The longer you are here, however, and the 
more closely you examine the enemy and the 
polttics, it beComes increasingly evident that 
the miUtary operations are superfluous be~ 
cause the "other war" is being fought like a 
delay-and-Withdraw action. Because of the 
ineptness of the GVN, Viet Oong are manu­
factured dally. 

Our partiCipation In the "other war" has 
been less than brilliant. 

Men were assigned to Vietnam as leaders 
in this program and came to bUild personal 
empires of such bureaucratic m1\.gUitude that 
it took elaborate charts to find out who was. 
responsible for what. 

Robert W. Komer, now U.s. amba.ssador to 
Turkey and a former Centra.! Intelligence 
Agency man, came to head up our efforts in 
this area. 

On paper, the way Komer likes thIngs, be 
had great qualifications. He had goOd schools 
bebind him, good experience and was gen~ 
erally considered a gOOd administrator. Fine. 

But Komer did not listen to his people in 
the field, many of whom he classified as mal­
contents when they complained of failures. 
He would urge them to "get on the team." 

A cheery, ebull1ent sort, Komer told his 
people to listen to the GVN and do it their 
way. After all, it was their country. 

Komer was fair game for the press which 
constantly attempted to put him on the de­
fensive at his news briefings. These were al­
most always concerned With his evaluation 
system for pacification, a computerIzed sys­
tem that analyzed security In the country­
side. 

"It is the only measurement," he would say 
in defeD6e. Yes, it was the only measurement 
that could be worked out on the computer, 
but there was always the feeling that ad­
Visers' reports never quite made It to the 
final input. Things may not be so good ou1; 
in the districts, yet by the time Saigon pro~ 
duced the final reports they looked good on 
paper. 

And what about the U.S. advIsory system, 
which has worked so long and so hard with 
the Vietnamese military and cIvilian forces? 

Despite all the cheering and applause from many American advisers, who must rely upon 
goOd efficiency reports for promotion, prog­
ress among the Vietnamese armed forces is 
largely hope and a supply of better American 
arms. 

Since almost all advisers, be they civilian 
or mllitary, have rather limited tours of duty In specific assignments, their Vietnamese 
counterparts have gone through a dozen 
or so. 

In many instances the advIser does not 
advise at all. He sometimes asks, sometimes 
begs, sometimes cons and most times func­
tions as a line of supply or a communica~ 
tions clerk. 

Many Vietnamese commanders, dIstrict 
chiefs and province chiefs have served In 
~he envIronment of war for so long that it 

_~e:qlB impossible that an American officer 

with no command of the language or, In 
many cases, no previous combat experience 
is really going to ,advise them. 

Advisers do not even have the power to 
control American goodS and materials that 
are sent to help the war~str1cken people. 

The advisory effort in name has dwindled 
to the static stage. Vietnamese counterparts 
have learned to rely too much on U.S. sup­
port as provided by an adviser who thinks 
that he is doing his Job by making the aid 
avallable. Vietnamese leadership, as bad as 
it generally Is, needs to regain personal ini­
tiative. 

No one fools the Vietnamese people. When 
they are helped they know where the help 
comes from, and our help does not make 
them view their government with any more 
respect. 

The advisory program needs re-evaluation, 
It would be the first step in making the 
Vietnamese realize that the "other war" must 
be fought by themselves for it Is a war in 
which we are altogether too ineffective. 

The problem of the South Vietnamese 
mJlltary Is one that will tax the minds of our 
leadersll1p for some time. The Vietnamese 
soldier sees how the American fights. He sees 
the artillery, air strikes and massive heli­
copter support. He Is not interested in fight­
ing without these and where, after we with­
draw, is he goIng to get them? 

Westmoreland tried to make the war as 
easy as possible on the OJ. He always said let 
machines do the job to save men's lives, 
which was admirable enough. But the South 
Vietnamese are men, too. Where does their 
future lie? 

The naive Americans are perhaps the most 
dangerous. They truly beHeve because they 
cannot see. The adviser in one seacoast town 
was _ obllvioUs of the fact that the yearly 
budget was being held back and lent out at 
a high rate of interest and then, suddenly, 
spent at a terrific pace at the end of the fiscal 
year. . 

"I don't know why they've spent only 
20% of the budget in 10 monthS," he ex­
plained to a reporter. "I think it's because 
they have been having a diftlcult time get­
ting the books straightened out." 

His assistant, younger and more alert, ex­
plained later: "It is being lent out at as much 
as 50% interest on a loan that has to be 
paid back in 10 months." 

"Why didn't you tell your boss?" 
"I've told him a. couple of times and he 

refuses to believe me. He says we have to 
listen to the VIetnamese." 

A Saigon official laughed over the lending 
incIdent. "At least they are not stealing It," 
he said. 

Americans are naIve In other ways. 
In a province west of Saigon, an area heav­

l1y infested with Viet Cong, the American 
advIsers are quIck to extol the virtues of the 
province clilef, who is better than most but 
still is not beyond applying the can. 

Several nights a. month, the province 
cbief, buttoned up tn his armored car, travels 
with a musical band to a hamlet where 
the people are brought together to lIsten to 
entertaInment and a speech -from their 
leader. 

The Alnerican leadershIp views this as 
quite wholesome. It Is just the kind of thing 
Bob Komer would have In his backyard. The 
province chief gains prestige through this 
action because the Americans like it and 
tn turn the GVN is impressed because the 
Untted States Is much easIer to deal with 
in this particular provInce. 

So on the face of It the rIce paddy variety 
shows are very good. The province chief dis­
plays his contempt for the VC by spending 
the night in the village, On paper it is a 
brave and bold gesture. 

Since most Americans cannot speak Viet­
na.mesejff:!ii'ciwever. they <10 not realize one 
:!~~fJlt ~_:~,~~~CUlar hamlet 

Even though the provInce ChIef.. who ap­
pears to be quite unconcerned about the ve. has set up night ambushes and defen­
sive pOSit1ons around the liamlet with nearly 
a battalion, the people fear that his foolish­
ness Is simply inviting a Viet COng attack. 

"I have talked with some people from one 
hamlet," a Vietnamese friend. sJl.1d. "The 
mothers fear for their babies when the musi­
cal show comes. All the people are cold with 
fright. They wish the colonel would stop 
trying to impress the Americans." 

If you are Sitting in Saigon rea.d1ng reports 
and evaluating this activity,' all-would appear 
quite progressive. The province chief is at­
tempting to pacify his provtnee; he is out 
shoWing the flag and he Is workIng. His coun~ 
terpart seems to be doing well, too. 

No one evaluates the people's feelings. DId 
you ever have a good time while waiting for 
a mortar attack? ThIs never occurs to the 
Saigon officials, whose secretarIes often en­
Joy salaries and benefits equal to those of a company commander. 

The game goes on. 
Most Americans In Vietnam see our effort 

.for what it is, most recognize the OVN as des~ 
potic. To discuss this with them in Saigon is 
old hat; you give an example and they can 
give you two back. 

~ Westmoreland could never understand 
the press In Vietnam. He tried to be friends, 
trIed to use pUbliC relations to win their 
understanding. 

Westmoreland did riot lie. But what he 
faced in the press corps was an independent 
agency that could go anywhere in the coun­
try and see anythIng it wanted to and talk 
to anyone who cared to coIll.Dlent. " 

The difference between the press and the 
government was that the press listened to 
what everyone had to say. It was not that 
U.S. oMcials did not tell the truth. It was 
just that they did not know any differently 
themselves so they took the word of the 
GVN or of whoever could identifY progress. 

But when these same people who talked to 
the press tried to talk With the government, 
people like Bob Komer did not always have 
time to llsten. Ambassador Komer wanted 
to listen only to those things that told of 
progress. To speak otherwise meant that you 
were not doing your jOb. 

Barry Zortbian, the former leader of the 
Joint U.S. Press Mission, another bureau­
cratic empire of questionable worth, returned 
home after a long. tour in Vietnam and criti­
cized the irresponsibility of the preas. 

To a degree Zorthian was right, Some poor 
reporting is coming out of Vietnam. But the 
U.S. Government accredits as a Journalist 
just about anyone who would like to attend 
a war. 

These persons flock in without any previous 
journalistic experience. They are accredited 
as free-lancers. 

"Oh, this is my first writing effort," a 
young man said the other day. "I'm just 
here to make some money and see a little 
war." 

A beautiful school operator came over to film a documentary, Red Cross girls return 
to become journalists and even a 'matronly 
woman with nothing other to do was ac­
credited. She asked meekly: 

"Please can you tell me when the tour is going out to the war?" . 
And strangely enough, when the free­

lancers find out, as most eventually do, that 
a war does not necessarily make you an 
Ernest Hemingway and that it takes money 
to I1ve even in Saigon they can get an_assign­ment from our government that will pay 
them a few hundred dollars. 

They are paid well to wrIte insipid feature 
stories that neither wiU see print nor repre­
sent gOOd propaganda. Our conception of propaganda is air-dropped that 
VIetnamese Use for toilet 
wrappers. 

Yes, Barry Zorthian is 
problem With the press, 
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government was too timid to keep Vietnam from beIng a playground for would-be writers. 

A lot of good is to be found in Vietnam., mostly good people. OutstandIng Americans and equally outstandIng Vietnamese labor daily together, endure the hardships and dangers and build bindIng friendShips and mutual respect through their toils. The men who extend for more duty deserve credit far they dlscount the odds that are made by the Vtet Cong and the politicIans. Not enough can ever be said about these people. 
Often it Is best not to mention the good Vietnamese for their government doeq not like to hear what they have to say. But they are the victims of poHtlcs and the tImes and they are the ones who suffer the most. Both governments, reigned over by the "3in_ gle-mlndedness of their leaderships, struggle on. The Americans look for progress during their tour so they can come home to a promotion whUe the GVN leaders immerse themselves in the joys of new-found power, unwUllng to face reality. 

Tha.t the writer has been unfaIr In his portra.yal Is acknowledged. He is unfair be­cause he does not have the answers to these agonies, but apparently neither does any of those In power. 
But flt:'St we have to acknowledge our mis­takes before we can correct them. The ques­tion Is Whether our leadership is ready to do so. 
Tllat Is Wily anger overcomes sadness in Vietnam. 


