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[Text] Hanoi VNA March 16--Review1ng the exploits recorded in the southern part of 
Trung Eo (central Vietnam) from the night of February 22 to February 25. the 
Hanoi daily NHAN DAN 1n an article today ~,a1d that the L1 bera tion Armed Forces and 
people in the region have brought their position of initiativeness on the battlefield 
to a new stage; and a.ttained higher efficiency in fighting, 

The paper dra~.".3 the li.st. of enemy losses in live force and material in that period: 
nearly 1,700 enemy put out of action, am(mg then:. one battalion and three companies 
of U.S. forces, 25 afrcraft shot down or destroyed on the ground. 60 military 
vehicles and 14 big c,}n5 wrecked two major fuel storages and many c,ther supply depots 
set ablaze, 

'rhe pal)At' recal1eQ -ch.."t the liberation fighters in the reg.ion h;:l.d closely combined their 
.. ~;~p jntc enemy territory., :o'I,;xl l'ltt ac;c-ocately enemy key strong-d.tta,:l{~,; [;(, penet'['a'::'­

hoLl,~ .1,), the Ph_ dnd PhGi.(l Rd ng prc'linclal l:-.t.Pi. L;d;;;) 'U1 1')}:J,nh Snn and Phan 
1,; ma.ny other plaees, be~>1 d.es they cepeatedly dt;saul ted enemy 'l'hi et airbas" 

artj 11e'cY 51 l," ",,! tn thp ((i',.,rns and 2'~ P(d1.ttons ',d\)ng hJghHaysJ the paper added 

The PLAF in Btnh 'i' Prull'! nee on the ni_ght of Februdiry 22 -li"l.d the follC'hri.ng day 
;'ti;acked both tb0 eoP'(rly ga.("('\.;o;'_ln and Y'f?il'1f'-)'c'eement,'5 In R·Xe·Ptc [;.1,.5 rece,ived] 
""';o_~, putti,l\Z ('\1d, (.f ·i.e!"),\)' (ll-1'~ b~tt~lI.L()r ,,,nri r.hr~e curr:p~nj,es ('-[' U,S. trt.op,s dod one 

m';'PP8t ,Jom rn.ny, n!l.! rllJ.~',:ly t-<:'()i.l.nctng (,(,,)r' '~"l'ppct cnmpanJes 'l'h8y :;l.1so shct dow~ Iii­

pLanes~ and destc~~'if;-'d. ~8 l1li.ll t.d"f''y 'feh! d,?"" dnd a large qiHn'l'J ty of o-c.her Wdt' 

medns. 'l'h,i,s; thE~ (\ 'l''t' ~-;.-i1(!. ,-'<is one (If !;:le J11.(.st rem_ti.ckdbl.e '.i:LctcJries ef the 

PLAf<' and pC('ne J_r c - f'~gl\ r) 

'l'he paper noted trklt q,l ernT' l~h0 night ,)f Februat',y 22, the PUtt" i.n Nin.h Th'.lan Province 
--1i:j.'3<lu.ited m8.ny enemy [J('Si.'G1i,nS )0 Ph;:JD R~';le; LC.H!'1) di.lling (1(' w:-unding 200 enemy 
t:eu(,ps m()stly Amer'i.c,ll-,_:" :,IP{l Pa.L Ctl('rrg huJ lE0.rcen;-'tc'i.es, Guerxi 118,5 alone "\.-Jrecked 15 
"drcraft, and hf!:~i ;~, d;.:t.m:,.tged the 1).i-;.\~1tOl(~ i'['i)m Ninh Chu to Thi-inh Son it o.dded. 

All cold" of tb,) f:nemy cil::;udlti.::?s in '-.;cat il-·day perl_od W8.S 50 percent bigher than th-:it 
in the first f(,!'tDir.;ht ()f February ttl I " ~:'",ar, and ewer tHO times much more than that 
In Decpmoer, :_,~,'J3 []5.recejvec] This pr::>ved that in their fight, the armed forcos clnd 
pee'ple .1.t:I S,; -, ~ i.en Trune Dr) hd.'i}f2 m.ade ~:tl"_nuous ~ff('rts to 1{hi ttle dClIm the enemy's 
1") cceB i-lhil e J ncred S i !If:)' r;h:"i_ (' ()'J.il1. S trCrl,z u~ 2:1d flrmly mai ntd ini ng the]'.r ini. t.i.8, ti ve nn 
[he b9.ttlcfield. th(" D-I.p'H' co:i.nt .. ed out; 

r 'reAL J rbn~.'1. VJ'lA j\f"H'ch U:;, In, .I Ls c..:~:mr:i~ntd I:ji' t()c1a.y- till' Hdnc I, d~ dy QlJj~N DOT Nl-{!-I'N DJIN 

(f'EOPLEiS AfUv)Y') l:tH.t sr;,ces::, en tll('! hjL:ll f'l,mb:ctt effiCien(~y ,,,nd L['(~melld(j\ s gC(J",th cl' (,fl.€' 

J ... l.bC(':"·(:,i.(·n Armeo_ F(',('ce3 lJl r-he (,f..~ntr;~l PdJ't. nf 'l"('ung B(; (cenent:!. Vi.~tn...::.m), ar>cl satci 

the.Lf" e"'91.ui f;g rc~,;()t'd.ed bGr-W8en {<'ebrU,J,f'Y 25 and M.-;l.rch 9 (('\1131,j tub!d H m~)gnjt'l~Gnt ep,lc. 
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'rhe paper recalled that in that period. the PLAF put out of action over 18,000 
enemy (nearly half 11 them U.S. and satellite troops), Enemy casualities in that 15 
days period were mors- 'ehan two times as many as that during the one-month period 
early spring last year' and beginning the current general offensive and widespread 
upr! sing, the paper nY>x1. (sentence as received] 

It went on to say that in terms of war means and material, the PLAF shot down or 
destroyed on the ground nearly 300 aircraft~ de.nolished nearly 420 military vehicles, 
sank 27 military Ships and combat launches, and blew up 133 ammunition and fuel 
storages, 'l'he number of supply storages destroyed was three times bigger than that in 
the same one-month period as mentioned above, 

The paper said: There was an excellent comhination of the various battlefields 
on the highland. in the plains and the towns~ and at the coast. and of the 
various services of the PLAF, who attacked the enemy continously and simultaneouslYJ 
and applied fighting methods of very high efficiency, 

The PLAF in the zone [as received] assaulted repeatedly hundreds of enemy positions 
including various bases. command posts and nerve organs of the UoS, puppet-satellites 
in 11 citi~~ and provincial capitals, 38 district towns. townships and military sub­
sectors, 18 airfields, 133 storages, many artillery grounds, and several military 
ports. I~ communication warfare. the FLAF constantly harassed the enemy on 
communication lines s destroying dozens of military convoys on roads and waterways, 

Guerrilla warfare was greatly developed both in the countryside and the towns, thus 
help! ng Hhi ttle d!)Hn more enemy 1 i ve force, At the saT"'.e time, as a combina tion of 
armed attacks and political struggle, hundreds of thousands of people rose up 
to join the revolutionary armed forces in wiping out many groups of pacification 
agents and many lairs of enemy cruel agents, and in razing many strategiC hamlets. 
and other concentration camps. thus greatly expanding the 1 i bera ted z'Jne < 

The taper continued: The PLAF and people in the central part of central Vietnam 
dealt very hard blows at the U.S, aggressors and their lackeys, The U.S, Marines., the 
Americal Division, the U.S. 4th Infantry Dlvision .. and Pak Chong-Hul and Tha.iland 
mercenary troops. were all taken u:1der fIre and given due punishment 

Not a single posl.tion of the enemy in that region was spared .. not even the military 
port at Cam Ranh that lies far back in enemy territory_ And, it was in Da Ndng 
and the surrounding areas where big defence efforts of the enemy had been 
concentrated th2t the enemy received the hardest blows. 

In concluSion the paper stressed that in central Vietnam as well as in other parts 
of South Vietnam, it has become quite obvious that the enemy is weaking seriously 
and that he is unable to resist the onslaught of the South Vietanmese people and 
their armed forces. 


