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FLAF VICTORIES IN FEBRUARY FIGHTING HAILED 

In Southern Trung Bo 

Hanoi VNA International Service in English 0642 GMT 16 Mar 69 B 

[Text] Hanoi VNA Mar'_'h 16--Review1ng the exploit'S recorded in the southern part of 
Trung Bo (central Vietna.m) from the nl.ght of Febr-<.lary 22 to February 259 the 
Hanoi daily NHAN DAN 1n ',n article today' .:dd that the Liberation Armed Forces and 
people in the region have -brought the}: position of initiativeness c,n the battlefield 
to a new stage,? and attained higher eff! ciency in fighting. 

The paper drat.,rs the li,st of enemy losses in live [brae and materi.al in that period: 
nearly 1,700 enemy put out uf action~ among them one battalion and three companies 
of U.S. forces, 25 ai.rcraft shot down or destroyed on the ground, 60 military 
\!ehicles and 14 big guns wrecked t-wo major fuel storages and many ether supply dep0ts 
set ablaze. 

The paper recalled. th8.t the liberation .fighters in the regi,un had closely combined the:'r 
attCt . .'ks t(, penetrav~ dt::'ep l.nto enemy cer'C'itor.Yr and hit accurately enemy key strong­
hold.s in. the Ph",'! '1'"".0"' dnd Pha)') R""ng provlncl8.1 C8.pital05 J in Thanh Son and Phan 
Thiet airbasf:'t:>. _,-,~jC, many other places, beSides they repeatedly assaulted enemy 
arti,lle:ry si·(..~-'~ i,-"p"t-n 'the 'tliwns and 2j PG5.itit.~ns hlong h1.ghwaysg the p-,3.per added. 

The PLAF l.n Binh '1';-:,.,',~ Provtnce on the n1.ght of Feb:C'·,.Htry 22 and the fo11cw.ing day 
~ t tacked both the enemy gar.rison and rei nforcements 1.n E~Xe"~ PlC [as recei VE'd] 
area, putt:1,ng out of i1cti.on one battalIon b.nd three companies ('f V,S6 trccps c:ind une 
puppet company" and heavlly tY'tJuncing four puppet companies. They also shot down 14 
planes ~ and des troyed :38 mili t::t_"l:'Y vehi. cle.s 0 and a large quanti ty of' other Wilr 

means. This~ the p~D~r said~ was one erf the m('Ist rem<i.rki:lble wictc1r1es of the 
PLAF and pec,ple in t_h.<" regj on. 

The paper noted that wi thin eh'? night of February 22~ the PLAF in Nlnh Th'..l.an Province 
'=Lssaulted many enemy p(lsitions :1.n Pharr Rang town) dJl1ing or wounding 200 enemy 
troops mostly Americans and Pak Cht'ng-hui mercen~ries. Guerrillas alone wrecked 15 
aircraf't p and he::>.,:,.-"j l~l damaged the p1.peline f:rom N1nh Chu to Thanh son 1 t added. 

All told, of the enemy casualties in ,_;hdt 4-day perl,od was 50 percent higher than that 
in the first f0rtnight of February ti)lS :,~"""-lr', and over tt-lO times muc.h more than that 
in December" 19G8, [as receivec] This pr',::wed that in their fight, the armed forces and 
people in Scmthe,rn Trung Eo have made strr nt .. r;us efforts tc whittle down the enemy's 
forces -while increastng thei!' own strength dnd flrm1y maintcii,n.1ng thet!' inl.ti,ati\re on 
the battlefield D the paper pointed out, 

In Centr&l Tr'lng B~ 

Ham;i, VNA Inte't'natiNlal Service in English 0628 GMT 16 M:ir 69 B 

[Text] H-anoi VNA March 16~~In j ts ccmmentar'y toda,)" the Hanoi daily QUAN DOr NHAN DAN 
(PEOPLEiS ARMY) laid stress on the hi,gh combat efficiency &:.nd t'C'emendm .. 's grcrwth cf tilE' 

Li bera ti'--'n Arme<1 Forces 10 the central part Df T.rung Eo (cenTral Vie tnam) j) arid s""id 
their explvits :recorded between February 23 and ~rch 9 ccn.stttuted a magn1.fi.:::ent epi,('. 
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'rhe paper recalled that in that period~ the PLAF put out of action over 18~ooo 
enemy (nearly half )f them U.S. and satellite troops). Enemy casualities in that 15 
days period were mor::: ':;il.an two times as many as that during the one-month period 
early spring last year: and beginning the current general offensive and widespread 
uprising, the paper n:''(;'.,.;d. [sentence as received] 

It went on to say that in terms of war means and material r the PLAF shot down or 
destroyed on the ground nearly 300 aircraft~ demolished nearly 420 military vehicles. 
sank 27 military Ships and combat launches 1 and blew up 133 ammunition and fuel 
storages. The number of supply storages destroyed was three times bigger than that in 
the same one-month period as mentioned above. 

The paper said: There was an excellent com~1nation of the various battlefields 
on the highland_ in the plains and the towns, and at the coast~ and of the 
various services of the PLAF, who attacked the enemy continously and simultaneouslYi 
and applied fighting methods of very high efficiency. 

The PLAF in the zone [as received] assaulted repeatedly hundreds of enemy Positions 
including various bases. command posts and nerve organs of the U.S, puppet-satellites 
in 11 c1tic~ and provincial capitals~ 38 dIstrict towns~ townships and military sub­
sectors, 18 airfields 9 133 storages~ many artillery grounds," and several military 
ports. 1:1 communication warfare~ the PLAF constantly harassed the enemy on 
communicatlon l1nes s destroying dozens of military convoys on roads and waterways. 

Guerrilla warfare was greatly developed both in the countryside and the towns. thus 
helping Whittle d':'wn more enemy live force. At the saf'l.e ti.me" as a combination of 
armed attacks and political struggle~ hundreds of thousands of people rejse up 
to juin the reve,lutionary armed forces in wiping out man;)r groups of pacl,flcatiGn 
agents and many lairs uf enemy cruel agents, and in razl.ng many strategic hamlets .• 
and other concentration camps, thus greatly expanding the liberated zone. 

The taper continued~ The PLAF and people in the central part (:of central VIetnam 
dealt very hard blows at the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys, The U.S~ Marines p the 
Americal D'l. vision~ the u. S. 4th Infantry Dl vi s1o[19 and Pak Chong- Hul and 'rhl3.11and. 
mercenary troops, were all taken under fire and given due puniShment. 

Not a single POsI,t~on of the enemy ,1,n that region was spared~ not even the milttary 
por~ at Cam Ranh that lies far back in enemy territoryo And. it was in Da Nang 
and the surrounding areas where bIg defence efforts of the enemy had been 
concentrated th£t the enemy received the hardest blows, 

In conclusion the paper stressed that in central Vietnam as well as in other parts 
of South Vi.etnam, it has become quite ObViOUS that the enemy is weaking seriously 
and that he is unable to resist the onslaught of the South Vietanmese people and 
their armed forces. 


