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POLITICAL SUPPRESSION IN VIETNAM 

I hnve nnothcr question: There have beell 11 numbcr of news reports 
in fecrnt weeks conccrnin!; polit.ical suppression in Soul,h Yietnnm. 
lIns the United St.nte:-; (10no anything to protest these udiom" 
ilC:~1I111ing t.hey nrc true, they are renl, nIld hnve we attempted to 
bring abollt fl, wi<icnilH!, of n. political base of government. t!tC'rc? 

Secrctnl''y ROGERS. the answer, Senntor, to both those (\llestiol1s 
is, yes, find I think we nre encouraged by the general nttitu( e of the 
prescnt government. I don't menll that they nh\:ays do c\"erylhing 
that we would want, nnd we have to reco~nize their rights find their 
so\'crcignty, but we have been aware of these things that YOll hfW8 

mentioned nnd we find that the government is quite cooperati\'e, and 
I think they realize that some of these suppressions may have adverse 
impact in other parts of the world, and I think there has been con-
siderable improvement in that regard. . 

Senator AIKEN. Well, I thought President Thieu's recent statement 
was very gratifying indeed. I believe most everybody found it so. 

POLITICAL SOLUTION IN VIETNAM 

As to the problem of a political settlement in Vietnam do you 
think fL solution is possible without there being a rc\"isioll of n. 
constitution which outlaws communism? 

Secretary ROG"HS. I would think it probably would be better for 
us not to get involved in that. I would think that that would be a 
subject of negotiation. 

Senator AIKEN. Probably the number of rMI Communists in Sou th 
Vietnam is exaggerated anyway. They have almost a surc forlllula for 
revolution there. When the resources of any country get into the 
control of too few hands, it is almost a certain formula for reyolutioo. 

I don't want to take up too lnuch time. I have these two questions 
of Senator Cooper who has asked me to put them to you. "1 au hn..ve 
answered them, I am sure, in part. The questions are rather long and 
the answers will be short. I will refLd: 

U.S. REAPONSIBILITY TO ENTER TALKS NOW 

"It hns becn widely reported that last slimmer the S()\'ids had 
agreed to cnter into ne~otifl.tions on limitlttion of offensive and dden­
si\'c \\'capons systems. Progrcss towards the n.etunl beginning of nrgo­
tiat.ion:-; moved rapidly. An agendo. wo.s ngl'eed lIpon, negotiators \\'ere 
selerte.d find we were on the verge of talks. We fill know th"t, l'zerho­
slo\'nkin. nnd the election prevented t.hese talks from proceeding. It is 
known thnt following the elect.ion of President Kixon, the So\-iet rnion 
delivered n. note to him sayin~ once again thnt the Soviet Union wi:-;hed 
to entcr into talks 00 the limltation of offensive and defensi\"c \H'llpOnS 

systems. As the hearings conducted by Senntor Gore have so cle!tdy 
indicated, the time before what I believe to be an irreversible next 
rOllnd in the arms face begins, is very short. Approval of t.he Prc~i­
dent's proposed ABlY! deployment, if it comes at all (and it may be 
defeated in the Senate) will not come for six months. It is my view 


