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Dear Families and Friends of River Assault Flotillp ONE: 

Before telling you of our activities since the last "FPliILYGR:,,:", I 
want to introduce "'Ysel!. I am Captpin .J. G. Na!; on 27 i'Iprch I took 

'courmand of the Flotilla from Rear Admir~l Filliam.R.. FLAI'l'GI1'. For the 
preceding nine months I had commanded one of the Flotilla l 9 tID task 
groups, Group BRWO, com'lrising River Assault Squadrons 13 pnd 15 plus 
four larger creit. All the flotilla's ships and boats have now been 
consolidated into p single unit. Aided by the Flotilla st~ff, I direct 
its operations from our flagship, USS BENEt'j.H (LPB-35). 

The post months have been b~, 2nd, in these pages, I can only 
summarize our activities. As you ma;l" knOH, we are turning over half of 
the Flotilla to the Vietn:'lnese N1?vy. On February 1 the red and yellow 
Vietnrnlese ensign repla.ced the St~s ~nd Stripes on the flAgstaffs of 
River Division 91. RIVDIV 92 in turn is no .. training their Vietnamese 
counterparts, who will take over those b01?ts early next month. River 
Divisions III and 112 ~dll follow later in June. The Vietnmlese Pre 
epger, intellig,mt pupils <,-nd our cre,rs are fine teochers. Under their 
neu officers and CrG1'TS, the ex-RIVDIV 91 boats have performed splendidly. 
\larking pnd fighting in close cooperl't ion, tho U. S. and Viotnanese 
craft pro carrying the river wrr to the ene"'Y. 

In the me,ontiJ,1e River Sc,uadron 11 hps boon an important olemont of 
the "Gi"nt Slingshot" forces. Teamed with Swift Bonts (Pels) and River 
Patrol Ba~ts (PBRs), our RivGr Assault Craft hNe holpQd to seal the 
ViotnamesG-Carobodim border. Patrolling and fig;lting rlonE the Vw Co 
Dong pnd Vam Co T 1',;' Ri vcrs, these boats h:<vo prcventoc! OnQl1\\" troops and 
supplies from re,oChing ihe· western approaches to Saigen. "Giant Slingshot", 
nomod for tho resemblance of the two rivers to the arms of a slingshot, 
hps become one of tho most succepsfu1.nNal operptions of the ~~ar. It 
h,06 been hf'rd, detl"nding work which left some of our bo~ts aw~ from home 
for ps much ~s 72 dry-so Only first-rl'te, "can-doll boat cr(ms could hrve 
operuted ~nd fought for so long without rest ~d refit. 

Squadrons 13 ~nd 15 h:<ve been' oper~ing farther south. During 
SILVSR ~'!,CE II, River AssRult Squadron 13 craft spent three ~leeks in the 
Ca 11m! Peninsula ~ the southern tip of the Hekong Delta. In a region 
barred to ~llied forces sime 1963; 'oUr cr"ft '-Iorked with U. S. IISwift 
Boa tsll, ViotTk1..'IlCSO Harines, !'TId supporting ships of the Flotilla. 
Together they accomplished their task of fixing, loc,oting, 2nd destroying 
the Viet Congo Courf'ge and skill "llowed the Allies to harass the enomy 
on his home grounds. No '.onger c~n tho VC find ~ safe refuge in the 
N~rn Can Forest. 



The THin Rivors of Chuong Thien Province ane: the U-Ninh Forest of 
Kien Ginng Province saw :UVRO~J IS in action. 7enctrating another VC 
stronghold, our bo?ts ccrried tho Viotnrmose Mrrinos on ? f,or rpnging 
offensive in enemy territory. Fierce enem,;" op;~osition did not prevent 
our bopts from completing thcir job. R.IVRON IS hrs been "on the lino" 
continually since they re ?clled Viotn~ no~ly r J'O;rr' D.gO, ~nd their 
performance hps beon uniformly excellent. 

Tho iJavy hps honored the Flotillr for its onrlicr periormrnce by 
",,,rrding it the N,wy Unit Corn;nend"tion. Ci;t:.ing excoptionrlly meritorious 
services from June 1967 t.'1rough J rnum'Y 1968, the Commend,otion rc "cis: 
\lBy their gallantry in tho f pce of enem,;' opnosi tion, their dodic "ted 
zOBl on behalf of a belc;:,guerod people Pi1d their superl?tive pcrfarr.l.once 
as individuC-ls pud as a tePIll, the officors nnd wen of River [.ss!mlt 
Flotilla ONE upheld tb.e highcst trBditions of t..'18 United States UP.val 
Service. It 

Harry of us pre appr08.ching tho end of our tours in Vietnam. vie 
vie,; the prospect ~1i th nixed emotions -- as tl'1e saying goes in country 
happinoso and 'j<1'J. But <Then he loavos Tan Son Nhut pirport at tho end 
of his "CrT, each man of the Flotilla Cr\1 experience another emotion: 
pride in a hard, dangerous job woll dono. In tho mo~ntime please lwop 
your letters coming; mail call rem?ins tl'1e most important call of all. 

Yours Sincerely, 

2. 




