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COwnifMER RIVRE M35AULT FLOTILLA ONE
uF & ITIYGRAI M 12 May 1969
Dear Families and Priends of River Assault Flotills CNE:

Before telling you of our activities since the last "FALLYICRUM, I
want to introduce myself. I am Captsin J. G. NOJ; on 27 ilarch I took
*command of the Flotilla from Rear Admiral ¥'illiam R. FLANAG/N. For the
preceding nine months I had commanded one of the Flotilla's two task
groups, Group BRAVO, comnrising River Assault Squadrons 13 end 15 plus
four larger craft. All the flotilla's ships and boats have now been
consolidated into » single unit. Aided by the Flotilla st-ff, 1 direct
its operations from cur flagship, US3 BENEVAH (LFB=35).

The past months have been busy, snd, in these pages, I can only
summarize our activities., iAs you mar know, we are turning over half of
the Flotilla to the Vietnmese Navy. On February 1 the red and yellow
Vietnmese ensign replaced the Strrs and Stripes on the flagstaffs of
River Division 91, RIVDIV 92 in turn is now training their Vietnamese
counterparts, who will tske over those bosts early next month, River
Divisions 111 s~nd 112 will follow l-ter in June. The Vietnamese are
eager, intelligent pupils snd our crews are fine teschers. Under their
new officers and crews, the ex-RIVDIV $1 boats have performed splendidly.
Working »nd fighting in close coopersion, the U. S. and Victnamese
eraft »rz carrying the river wsr to the enemny.

In the me~ntime River Scuadron 11 h»s been en important clement of
the "Ciant Slingshot" forces. Tcamed with Swift Boats (Pcrs) and River
Patrol Boats (PBRs), our River Asssult Craft hare helpcd to scal the
Victnamese-Cambodim border. Patrolling and figating rlong the Vam Co
Dong »nd Vam Co Tav Rivers, these boats hsvc prevented enemy troops ~nd
supplies from reschingthc.western approaches to Saigon, "CGisnt Slingshot®,
nsmed for the rescmblance of the two rivers to the arms of a slingshot,
has become one of thc most successful naval oper~tions of the war. It
has been herd, demsnding work which left some of our bosts away from home
for »s much as 72 drys, Only firsterate, "can-do” boat crews could hrve
operated ~nd fought for so long without rest ~nd refit.

Squadrons 13 sad 15 have been opersting farther south., During
SITVER *'ACE II, River Assault Squadron 13 crait spent three weeks in the
Ca Mou Peninsula st the southern:tip of the Mckong Delta, In a region
barred to nllied forces sincc 1963, our crsft worked with 0. 3. "Swift
Boats®, Vietnamesc Marines, md supporting ships of the Flotilla.
Together they accomplished their task of fixing, locating, end destroying
the Viet Cong. Coursge and skill »llowed the Allies to harass the cnamy
on his homec grounds. WNo longer can the VC find = safe refuge in the
N Can Forest.




The Twin Rivers of Chuong Thien Province and the U-ilinh Forest of
Kien Giang Provinece saw QIVROY 15 in action., Tcnetrating another VC
stronghold, our bosts coerried the Victnrmese Mrerines on » far ranging
offensive in encry territory., Fierce enemy oprosition did nct prevent
our boasts from completing their job. RIVRON 15 has becn Won the line®
continually since they rerched Victnan nearly ¢ year ogo, and their
performance hss becn uniformly exccllent.

The davy hes honored the Flotills for its carlicr performmce by
Arsrding it the Noavy Unit Commend-tion, OCiting exceptionslly meritorious
services from June 1367 through Jenuary 1958, the Commend~tion reeds:
8y their gallantry in the frce of enery oprosition, their dedic-ted
zeal on behalf of a belesguerad people ~ad their superlntive perfarmmnce
a5 individucls ~nd as a tesm, the officcers aud men of River fssault
Flotilla ONE uphcld the highest traditions of the United States MNaval
Service, !

Many of us rre approaching the end of ocur tours in Vietnam. We
view the prospect with mixcd emotions -- as the saring goes in country --
happiness and joy. But when he lcaves Tan Son Nhut airport st the cnd
of his yerr, each man of the Flotilla cr~n cxperionce snother emotion:
pride in a hard, dangcrous Jjob well dotc. In thc mesntime please kecp
your letters coming; mail call remrins the most important call of all.

Tours sincerely,

LS. T e
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