
war 



Tune 5, 1970 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - SENATE 88487 
Amerlcan people each week is the grue· 
some toll of Vietnamese civilians of aU 
ages who are killed or wounded. 

However, Dr. George Roth, a member 
of the Committee of Responsibility com­
posed of physicians, has seen the horrific 
effect of the war upon civilians. 

A columnist for the Washing,ton Post, 
Nicholas von Hoffman, reprints some of 
Dr, Roth's observations in an article 
published on May 27, 1970. in the Wash­
ington Post. 

I ask unanimous consent that the ar­
ticle be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 
"AN" ELEGANT CONTEMPT"-A COMMENTARY 

(By Nicholas von Hoffman) 
Dr. George Roth practices family medicine 

in San Francisco and teaches at the University 
of California. medical school where he does 
not hold an academic title because he refuses 
to sign the loyalty oath the state somewhat 
quixotically demands of professors of mathe­
matics, biology or medicine. Dr. Roth is a. 
member ot the Committae ot ResponSibility, 
a Uttle-known organization dominated by 
dozens ot physicians from America's most 
prestigious schools of medicine: Harvard, 
Columbia, John Hopkins, UCLA, Cornell, 
University of Pennsylvania and so on. 

The committee's reason tor being is to 
bring war-wounded Vietnamese children to 
the United States tor the medical attention 
not available to them there. It would appear 
that there are many, many such children. 
Witnesses before Sen. Edward Kennedy's sub­
committee looking into these matters have 
testified that clv1l1an casualties probably 
run to two or three or even more hundred 
thousand a year. SIxty per cent of them are 
believed to be Children, who being children. 
are less prudent and less able to protect 
themeslves from the fire and steel, the flech­
ettes and fragmentation shots which precede 
the ImpositIon ot a regime sufficiently demo­
cratiC to meet rIgorous American standards. 
These same witnesses estimate that 80 per 
cent of all clv1l1an war casualties are caused 
by us and our allies, another testimonial 
to our superior firepower, 

Since Dr. Spack and other peace creeps are 
associated with the committee, our govern­
ment Is inclined to view its work as a rather 
snea~y form of treason. Nevertheless, the 
committee perseveres In its reprehensive 
humanitarian goals; from time to time, Dr. 
Roth goes to Vietnam to find patients, and, 
if possible, smuggle them in to save their 
Uves. He is recently back from his third 
ambulance-chasing trip. While there, he was 
able to Inspect the medical facUities avail­
able to civ1l1ans throughout most of the 
country. He has written a report about what 
he saw and thought. Here are excerpts; 

" ... Cho Ray in many ways is the fin­
est publ1c hospital in aU of Vietnam. We 
visited the pediatric ward. There were 25 
chlidren there in fairly depreSSing circum_ 
stances. Twelve of these were war injuries, 
two of them quite severe from flare burn. 
Apparently, the number of duds that are 
fired is very high, and the Children find them 
and use them as toys and they explode .. , 
These fiares were phosphorous and magne­
sium and gave rise to very severe, deep, pene­
trating bums with contracture, destruction 
of tissue and very often, unfortuna tely, the 
burns occur about the eyes with destrUction 
of the cornea and irreversible bUndness. 
There is not an ophthalmologist on the staff 
of the Cho Ray Hospital ... X-rays are poor, 
all of them terribly overdeveloped and under­
exposed ... Sterile technIque is in essense 
unknown. 

" .. , He (high American. AID official) con­
tInues to talke about three civilian has-

pltaIs which the United, States government 
constructed in Vietnam. He is vague about 
the dates when this was done and, under 
questioning, agreed that it was not three 
but two, and he is not quite sure where these 
hospitals are. The point of fact is that they 
do not exist. This is typical of so much 
that Americans do in Vietnam. The myth Is 
repeated. again and again and it becomes a 
reality and the problem disappears because 
the myth satisfies the problems ... He be­
lieves that there are more paraplegics cre_ 
ated by Honda accidents than by military 
activity. and the implication is that the 
Committee of Responsibillty ought to a.ddress 
Itself to traffic control. 

"The entrance to the orphanage (at Bien­
hoa) Is marked by a sign which gives the 
name and below this a plea which says, 
'Please do not shoot our children, they are 
all orphans.' ... 2,200 children. The orphan_ 
age Is now three years old and is supported 
almost exclusively by the Buddhist move_ 
ment In Vietnam ... The director stated 
that, in the past two years, 42 children had 
died ... He stated that many of the chil­
dren who died in the orphanage had died 
with sudden onset of abdominal cramping 
and diarrhea preceding to blOOdy stool and 
death. He spontaneously offered that It was 
his experience that the children tended to 
become ill this way shortly after large 
amounts of defol1ant8 had been used just off 
the perimeter of the camp ... The pillars of 
the building are made exclusively of shell 
cases from American mortars. The young 
monk who took us about offered the com­
ment that these American contributions to 
the welfare of the children were most wel­
come. 

"Massive numbers of empyema seconda.ry 
to tuberculosis or pneumonia," Dr. Roth 
writes of his visi t to a hospital in Nhtdong. 
Empyema or pus in the lungs is, according 
to Dr. Roth, unknown where antihoitics are 
administrated in the proper dosages, which, 
he says, is seldom the case In Vietnam, for 
he writes, "It is an unforgettable sight to 
see child after child walking down the halls 
with a chest tube protruding from his thorax:, 
carrying his bottle hUed with the yellow­
green familiar pus." 

One last excerpt concerning conditipns in 
the hospital at Danang: 

"There Is no blood bank, and instea.d, blood. 
is sent when it Is outdated from the nearby 
military hospital. There are many problems, 
some of them quite severe, associated with 
giving outdated blood, particularly potas_ 
sium intoxication. I saw blood. being given 
that was over five weeks Old. In the United 
States, I"'; is not used after five days. 

"We spent a very large amount of time In 
the burn wards. This 15 a quonset hut, a 
rusty dUapidated and dirty structure with 28 
beds and 37 patients. There are no screens. 
The SCreen door lies on the ground outside. 
Children from the nearby pediatric medical 
ward are brought here each morning and. on 
little benches, school is conducted. The no­
tion Of bringing tuberculosis patients into a 
burn ward is so beyond my comprehension 
that, in telling of it, I am simply over­
whelmed. The burn ward at Danang is pur­
gatory and inferno and hell itself. 

"In the fifth bed. from the door, there is 
a nude 24·year-old woman, burned over 70 
per cent of her body. She is dying very rap­
idly, and I suspect will not last the day. Her 
mother, black teeth. string hair, flits about 
like some great beetle, fanning madly to keep 
the fiies from a woman who no longer can 
appreciate that they have settled. on her 
burns. In the bed next to her, a 12-year-old, 
burned over 40 per cent of her body. This 
child is constantly in pain and, during the 
two hours we were there, we hear nothing 
more poignant than her endless whimpering. 

"In the middle of the floor at the far end 
of the hut, there Is a. galvanized. tUb .. , 
I sat and watched as the nurse filled it With 

cold soapy water. A 9-year-old girl, burned 
over 30 per ceU!t of her body and who had 
grafts and is encased in bandages, comes 
and stands In the bucket. The child's mother 
Is given a. pair of sterile gloves, which she 
promptly proceeds to contaminate. She has 
e. green plastic sauce pan. She stands beside 
her child and dips the water from the large 
bucket out with the pan and then proceeds 
to pour It over the dressings of the child, 
who each time screams a.s thf! cold wr~ter hits 
the burns. The woman, with a mad method­
Icalness, does this again and again. and the 
chUd screams louder each time as the water 
penetrates deeper each time through the 
dressings. Finally, the nurse comes and with 
forceps and scissors begins to remove the 
dressings. Each pull of the dressing is accom­
panied by a cry. EaCh pull of the dressing 
removes more of the graft, and finally after 
30 agonizing minutes, the chUd stands lob­
ster red and naked, trembllng and crying in 
the water. The dressings lie on. the floor. The 
child steps out, and the mot.!ler leads the 
child back to the dirty bed. 

"The next patient comes and stands in the 
same water and with the same saucepan is 
simUarly baptized. The whimpering and cry­
ing spreads like an epidemic as the chtld who 
is waiting becomes aware that In a few mo­
ments it will be his turn to suffer; he begins 
to cry, and it spreads from bed to bed. The 
cries bounce off of the metal of the Quonset 
huts and everything becomes unreal and 
totally Inhuman and I wonder what I a:n 
doing in Danang in this hut watching people 
step in a.nd out of a dirty bucket of water." 

Back in this country a month now, Dr. 
Roth is still raked over by emotion. "A Viet­
namese child dies clinging to life as my 
chUd dies clinging to Ufe," he tells you In 
a condition that is near tears, and then stops 
to total up what the deaths, the pain, the 
unspea.kableness will have gotten US in the 
end; 

"If the Vietnamese hated us. they'd be 
exhausted and would have died by now, but 
they don't hate us; they have an elegant 
contempt for us. They call us blg-t;losed, and 
they say, 'One day you wUl go, and when you 
go, the rain will come and the rain wlll wash 
away your every smell.' " 




