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MISSILE UNITS CITED FQR DOWNING 400 U.S. PLANES

[Article: "The Glorious Tradition of the Missile Troops'; Hanoi, Nhan Dan,
Vietnamese, 24 July 1970, p 3]

Yorn during the war of resistance agalnst the V..
for national salvation, the missile branch of the People's
Army of Vietnam has spread our nation's tradition of nheroisr
ond recorded slorious vares in the history of the Feople's
Armed Forces. Five years apo, on 24 July 1965, the nissile
troops enraged in their first battle, scoring a clear victory
by shooting down over FPhu Tho the Looth U.s. aircraft to be
dowred over iorth Vietnam, thereby narkiac a stape 1n our
army's rrowth.

Viith their determination to fisht and defeat the U.o.
nirate arsgressors, our nissile troomws have nade axtensive
efforts to overcome their difficulties and hardships to bocome
the masters of modern technical equipment and cornttinuously
improve themselves to destroy ~reater rumbers of encny &air-
cratt with each passine day. Creatively applyins our party's
invincitle nolicy of the meople's war, the missile branch has
crown rapldly, dealing proper blows azainst the U.s. air force
and scoring successive glorious achievements. Cn the nirnt of
11 August 1965 the 61st Battalion, in only one bvattle, destroyed
three raids of U.3. phantoms. On 7 and 18 larch 1966 this
some unit downed two RF101t's and two P3D2%s, using only one
missile in each battle. Detachment 2, fighting heroically and
unvieldinsly, shot down more than 30 U.3. aircraft, which
ineluded ¥111A's, about which they brasgped and boasted at rreat
length. The Ha Long unit, fightinz under the extreme difficulties
and hardshivs of the frontlines, has shot down hundreds of
pirate aircraft, six of which were Bs52's.



‘‘he more the missile troowns nave fou~ht the more skilled
thev nave become and the lar~er their victories have prown.
There have Leen many days when aigsiles have destroyed frow
five to eicht U.s3. aircraflt. Clape nave been maay months vnen
our missile trocops nave svot down fror 17 to 39 eneny aircraft.

The o~lorious exploits of the migsile troowns durinn the
past five ycars vorthily contributed to the sreat victory of
our army ané peownle over the U.3. imperialist war of destruction
and their firm defense of the Tatherland's air space. burling
the past five years of combat and victory, nAuUmMerous outstanding
units, cadres, and troovs have appeared in the migsile branch
and been commended as Herces by the rational Assembly and
covernment. ‘ne hard firnting, Tast growing 51st Battalion,
which has fourht many superd battles, had shot down 23 .5,
aipcrafi by the end of 1967. The ¢hith Dattalion, a brave and
resourceful unit which has shot down 4o aircraft, has wived
out whole raids of enemy aireraltc in many of its Dbattles. In a
short period of time, the hirnly determined and well organized
73rd iattalion mastered its weapons and scored numerous
vietories under complex and arduous circumstances, snooting
dowr. 36 eneny aircratt. Ypuyen ‘fuven, a creative and highly
responsible technical cadre, has made Numerous susgestions
on constructing the missile braach in line with the ursent
combat requirements and special hattlefield characteristics
of our country. Ngo Van Yac, a missile suidance officer
who is unyielding in arctacks arainst the enemy, brave and
resourceful in the face of difficulties, bold and decisive
when siven the opportunity to destroy the enemy, decvoted to
studying and mastering science and technolory, and vith a
nign sense of collective unity and achievement, nas, with his
wnit, shot down 22 U.S. aircraft. Dane Hinh Chuc, & rnilssile
puidance ofricer who constantly heirhtens his will to Tirht
and win, is determined to train with and be well versed 1in
nis technical equipment, and 1s resourceful and versatile, has,
together with his unit, shot Govn numerous enemy ailrcraft, many
of which fell in their immediate vicinity, under complex
ecircumstances. Thousands of other units, cadres, and troons
nave been awarded the titles of "Unlt determined for victory,"
and Ywarriors determined for vicitory".

3ince the day North Vietnam defeated the U.S. pirate's
war of agrression, missile troops have been neishtening their
vigilance, making extensive efforts to train and increase their
fighting strength in each area, and been ready, torether with
he rest of the armed forces and the people, to smash each new
enenmy adventure. Our missiles have knocked dovn maly U.5.
aircraft spying and unleashing crimes upon many areas of North

Vietnam.



he rloricus nilitary achicvements of thie mioss
have oric~inated in the correct nolitical and military
our meriv. In only a short neriod of vime, our nissile croops,
wder che leadership of the marty, overcane eacn difficulty
racing them and ranidly mastercd the weanons and equipment of
a modern brench of the military. .ith the wholehearted help of
the people and close unity with the other branches of the military
the missile branch has developed unique and very resourcciul
attacx prodedaures whicn leave enemy Torces without means to
successfully counterattack and inflict tragic defeats upoa then.

Lhe achievements of the nissile branch are only a small
nart of the oreat victory of our people and army. liissile
cadres and troops must study, constantly endeavor to heishten
their tactical and technical proficiency, and be ready to stand
shoulder to shoulder with associated brarnches of the military
and thelr compatriots to successfully complete each task
assigned.

On this anniversary of the birth and tradition of the
missile branch of the armed forces, the wveonle and People's
Armed Forces extend their warm resards to the cadres and troous
cf all missile units. e wWish you many new military successes
in the undertaking asainst trne U.S5. for national salvation.
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