
IV. "VILLAGE L", MY TEO PROVINCE, 
IN '!'EE 1969 AUTUI,,1N CAMFAIGN 

[Liberati:>n Fress hgency (clan.:'estine) in EnE'lis;'1 to East Europe 
an:: t:'1e Far East, 15)5 GM':..', 26 July 1970]; 

Vi1laze L. is ~:'esi:le hi1:hway 4. in My '1';'10 province. In early 
Ausuct 1969 be village su:l:lenly : us tie 5 wit;, urgent preparations for an 
uprlsmz. T03ether with t:'1e Euerrillas, 3.11 the villagers eaeerly took 
part in fortifyb5 the village to tifhten the encircle :;:"lent :)f Post V. Soon 
the main rO'.lte leaiing t:) Fast V. was cut ':y the villaeers. It took two 
battalbns of the Saigon Army five weeks to "clear" the accesses to the 
route and still it recnained in an ever tisht~r noose of the guerrillas. 
Finally ~)oth Jattalions 1'103/ to pull1:.ack to the ;,ig:'1way. Thw Fost V. 
was c:)mpletely inolated on the ::,ank of Tra Tan river. 
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Every.iay, over the loudspeal~er, t~1.e c.efendero o£~ost V. 
could hear -:'istinctly the voice of the infor:iHltion ca.,:reo ofVillae;e L. 
explaininG t~,e lentent policy of t:le Fational Li::eration Front. 

T:le siege on Fost V. beca:-ae close still wit:l be successful 
attac!;: of t:le LEeration Ar;-ny aGainst a co:npany of "Givil Guar:'" of 
the puppets at '::::lan:1. :: ant; Da:~n alons :liE)l\Vay 4. T:1.e ene ~ny earl·ison 
in the post 7oeca:''le.-£lore panic-stri!;:el".. ~':'!lree clays later, ,-m::'ex cover 
of :~arkness t.\ey deaerted the post an::~ fled to :a I;ua 0treet. ~':~1.e villa,:;er 8 

i:n:ne3iately stor:ned into the post an;:;' razed to t21e grouni all the fortifi­
cations. T:1.is success \vas soon known to t:ie otller villa3es on :li:.\way 4 
and. even in the towns of Cai Lay and ::ai :5e. 

On the ni3ht of Lecen"lce r ~ t:'le area was ·.lrow,leC', in a fr.mc.er 
of clru~.n an~ tocain ~:eats. 

l\,feetin:;s ;sat~'1erin:r fro~n 2.JC to 3 JC persons were .hel3. at ::.1.any 
places. The face of everyone sl1.one "Vit~l t~1.e c.eter .. 1'lination to rise up 
anc H:erate t.'J.eir :'la-nlets an;:;' villa:;es fro:.n he U.S. -puppets'sripc. 
In five" stratezic hamlets" be insurGent pop-J.laticln quiccdy cap~re:" 
nearly 20 infor.ners an:l spies of t~le ene:cny. Me::n'::>ers of t:te ":::ivilian 
I:efence" Corps zave tllemselves up in 1.:ie:: nu:ncers, confesse:i t:leil' 
crimes ani askec~. for rnercy. Many fa'c,uliee of puppet soldiers were 
a"'.'l'1.onz tae b1.ronss of cle~n.:Jnstrators ,scinz.; to t:1e ene~.ny posts or z..':::ninis­
trative officers to denounce t:le U.S. -puP"get cril..nes. ether succee::~e:~ 
in persua::ing t;1.eir relatives in tlle puppet army to co:-m :Cae!;: an::: avow 
t~leir past LTIiG 3.eeGs before b.l.e vil1aze peoplels revoh.'!.tionary COT{L-:1.ittee. 
T:'lus, !nore t:lan ZDO men of t:le "Civilian Defense" Corps returne:' to 
t~eir village to join in t~1.e fight a,:ainst t~1e agGressors and traitor:::. 

Ey 4: F. Iv1. f.1.e next day, t~l.e cO.::,.n~.:'a~ trenches due i:,y the villaeers 
~'lad. reached. t~l.e sec :)nd =ar"~ ec:. wire fence aroui.10. Post V • 

. i~. spy w:1.0 ventured. into the area vIas :;,uicklV punioh.et~. 'l\len, the 
suerrillas ::la3te~_ c.own In,3 ~oi Zricge a!l-:~ f01.lZht off a tr::;ivil ;:;'Jar-:~II 

co.mpany se;lt fro:-D. Za Dua Street to t'::te rescue of t:1.e post. 

Thus, the ene':ny nupply route was cu~ off. Evacuation of tlleir 
Sead. anc woundei '":;y Ian"': was also interi.icte.:':. 

An at:nosp;lere of insurrection prevaileC: in Village L. T:le revolu­
tionary flaS fluttered. :1.igh in :nany places, inclu-iine t:le Sa Dua ;Street' .• 
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Members of th.e lIpacificati;:r .. l" t3a.-"n ei1tJ..·znche.:~in tlle post toe:ether with the puppet troops continually ra:~ioec'. br help '"ut none of the 7b Division of the puppet arny ccared show up. /:::n f.le ni;::;1.t of F'ovem~'er 17 , t;le 
villa2;es along hiehway 4 'cnounte0. a concerte~ assault on the ene,-ny posts. 
The "self-defense" forces in Gai Lay 3.istrict town attacke:l nine ene:.ny 
positions at a tine. ;v!eanw:ule the guerrillas anj population of Village L. 
quickly overcacne the resistance of the troops in Cau Van post. -:C"e next mornine, t:,e li':eration brcny intercepte;:; ani put out of action more t:.lan 40 "civil guar::lsll near Ba :Cua Street. In t.~1.e aftern~on, the population 
went out in great nu:n::ers to 0ar be way to a ',at~a1ion of be 7b Livision go ins to t:", rescue of the battere;;. troops. .,.t 5 F. iii. after t:"le sharp­
sllooters of the guerrilla3 ha;:1 flushei t:,e.:n out into an open fiel.:i, be 
Iilceration brny went into action, wipinc: out bis ':atialion in its entirety. 
Eefore the ':attle enc~ec:, the population r"J.,3."le:' out an·:, joinei ti"l"O If:eration fighters anc. be arcny to track down ani anni:::'ilate the last puppet troops who tried a last-:2itch resistance fro::n beir fortifications. 

Feople and J.r,ny celebrate:; toeether tileir victory rig:.lt on t;,e 
cattleeroun3. an2:. together collecte~: the war trophies. .Lozens of i- rani­
new aut::>::natic rifles were hane,e:, over to t:>e local guerrillaa wit:> a view 
to ::efendine tile villaee. 

Not untill''-ove-::n'Jer 19 Qi:: t'~e co:n~r-"a'l::er of t:>e 7th Liviaion c:are send. in t~1.eir ~nen to evacuate t:le dead an:. woun;:~.eC:. T:ley were ::net ~..:y ilostile crow:;s nucnerine in be t:,oUSal1:s inclu:Iin::; many fa::nilies of puppet soliiers linine hie~1.way 4. T:'i.e crow::;'s ::roke into f.le l1ea..::quarters of the 11th ? ... egLnent, the E~une Vuon:?; tvrilitary '::.:'rainiue Center, t.::le fiel~ :'lospital anc, the residence of t:,e puppet :::::>verl1or of My Tho tr::>vince, wailine; 
anG. la:.-nentine vJ:1ile turninE over t~le :o:~y of eac:1 soldier in seare:1. for 
their relatives. :r:'le crowds st.aye,3~ for ::.nany 2ays in lA:y 'Tll0 town an:' 
Cai Lay township to ;:1ecc1.an:. cessation of artillery shellines an·:~ c:,emical 
sprays a;1Q cocnpensations for be losses inflicte:i ':Jy air and artillery 
strE(es. 

In a seven-iay period from r':ovecn',er 19 to 26, 1969, in the llt:1-
Rer;Lnent of the 7t:, Division of the puppet army alone, 532 troops deserte.:1 their ca'~nps an:). at t~le I-::unz Vuong Tliilitary Traininz 
Center, 35C ieGerters w.ere recordec~. 

TllUS, in tC"le late mont:>s of 1969, the population of Villaze L. 
reape5 two ;:u:nper harvests at a tLne: A eOOG rice crop an;:) a glorious 
YLlilitary political victory that laE a firn ~:asis to aCivance towar::: co:np1ete liberation of t:.leir village. 




