file/ subj ,
!

‘ dafysub-cat.
7/7¢/

IV, '"VILLACE L%, MY THD PROVINCE,
IN TEE 19569 AUTUMN CAMFEAICH

[Liberation Fress £#gency (clandesting) in Englisa to East Europe
and tae Far East, 1525 GMT, 26 July 1973):

Village L, is “eside hirhway 4 in My Tho province, In early
August 1969 the village suilenly Tustle’ wita urpgent preparations for an
uprisinz. Tozether with the guerrillas, all the villagers eagerly took
part in fortifyinz the village to tizhten the encircle ment of Post V. Soon
the main route leading to Fost V., was cut ty tae villagers, It took two
tattalions of the Saigon Army five weeks to 'clear! the accesses to the
route and still it remained in an ever tigater noose of the guerrillas,
Finally bota battalions ha< to pull tack to the aigaway, This Fost V.,
was completely isolated on the bank of Tra Tan river,
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Everyiay, over the loudspeaker, thie defencers of Post V,
could hear listinctly the voice of the infor-aation caires of ¥illage L,
explaining tae lentent policy of the MNational Literation Front,

The siege on Fost V, hecame close still with the successful
attack of the Likeration array against a company of Y"Civil Cuarl! of
the puppets at CThanh Zang Dam along eighway 4, The enemy zarrison
in the post became more panic-striker, hree cdays later, unier cover
of Zarkness taey deserted the post and fled to Ta Lua Street, The villazer s
immediately stormed into the post and razed to the grouns all the fortifi-
cations, Thais success was soon known to the other villazes on aizhway 4

and even in the towns of Cai Lay and Cai Ze,

On the nizht of December 7 the area was Jrowned in a taun er
of drum and tocsin heats,

Meetinzs zathering from 230 to 3230 persons were aeld at ziany
places. The face of everyone shone with tae ceter.nination to rise up
and literate their aamlets and villases from tae U, 3, -puppets'cripe,

In five "stratezic hamlets' taz insurzent popualation quickly captured
nearly 20 infor.ners and spies of tae enemy. Idembars of tae "Zivilian
Lefence' Corps save themselves up in iz numliers, confessed their
crimes and aske< for mercy. Many families of puppet soldiers were
among tne taronge of demonstrators zoing %o the enemy posts or aiminis-
trative officers to denounce the U,Z, -pupnet crimes. Cther succezied

in persuaZing their relatives in the puppet army to come ack and avow
their past micieeds hefore tae village people!s revolutionary committee,
Thus, more than 220 men of the "Civilian Defengs! Corps returnel to
their village to join in the fight azainst the agzressors anc traitore,

Ey 4 F, M. tae next day, tae com-at trenches dug by the villagers
nad reached tae second harhed wire fence around Fost V.

A spy wao veniured into the area was guickly punished, Then, the
guerrillas tlaste:l down Onj Toi Zridse and fought off a MCivil Guard!

company seat froma Za Dua Street to tae rescue of the post,

Thus, the enemy supply route was cut off, Evacuation of their
cead anc woundsd 5y land was also interdictas,

An atmospiaere of insurrection prevailed inVillage L, Tie revolu-
tionary flag fluttered high in many places, including the Za Cua Street-.,
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Members of the "pacification! tzam eatrenchedin the post together with
the puppet troops continually raiised for aelp zut none of the 7t1Division
of the puppet army dared show up. On tae nizdt of Movem®er 17 s the
villages along aighway 4 nounted a concerted assault on the ene ny posts,
The "self-defenas! forces in Caj Lay district town attackes nine enemy
Positions at a time., Meanwhiile the guerrillas and population of Village L.,
quickly overcame the resistance of the troops in Cau Van post, The next
morning, the literation Army interceptei and put out of action more taan
40 "civil guaris! near Ba Cua Street, In tae afternoon, the population
went out in great numbers to bar the way to a hattalion of tie 7th Livision
going to ths rescue of the battered troops. &Lt 5 F,iA. after the sharp-
sihooters of the guerrillas had flushe: them out into an open field, the
Literation 4rmy went into action, wiping out tais -attalion in its entirety,
Eefore the -attle enced, the population rusie’ out ans joinsd tas literation
fighters and tae army to track down an< annihilate the last pPuppet troons
who tried a last-Zitch resistance from thaeir fortifications,

Feople and Army celebrates togetaer taeir victory rigat on the
tattlezround and together collected the war trophies, Lozens of *ran--
new automatic rifles were handed over to tha local zuerrillas wita a view
to _efending tae village,

Mot until MNovember 19 ¢il the comrpanzer of the 7th Tivision dare
send in taeir men to evacuate the deac an:. wounded, They were et oy
nostile crowds numering in tae thousands ineluding many families of puppet
soliiers liningz aigaway 4, Tlhe crowis “roke into tae healguarters of the
Hth Zegiment, the Fung Vuonz wfilitary “raining Center, the fiels hospital
anc: the residence of tie puppet “overnor of My Tho mrovince, walling
anc laraenting wiile turning over the Zody of each soldier in search for
taeir relatives, The crowds staye’ for many days in My Tho town ani
Cai Lay township to deman: cessation of artillery saellings and chernical
SPrays an& compensations for the losses inflicted by air and artillery
strilkes,

In a seven-day period from Noven-ar 19 to 26, 1969, in the llth
fegiment of the 7th Division ~ of the puppet army alone, 532
troops deserted their camps ans at tae Tungz Vuong lMilitary Trainins
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Center, 35C Zeserters were recorded,

Thus, in the late montas of 1969, the population of Villaze L,
reaped two Tumper harvests at a tine: A goot rice crop and a glorious
railitary political victory that laid a firm -asis to advance toward complete
literation of thasir village, :





