
CF VIETNA'1 
VUNISTRY OF INFOR'I[ATIGN Saigon, August 21, 197 

No. 3212/BTT/CTTL/HT 

Gentlemen: 

From 'Ilinister of Information, 
concurrently Secretary General of 
',!lass Info CO'llmittee. 

To 

Subject 

Deputy Prirne'1inister, 
- State Secretaries, 
.- )VIinisters, 
- Undersecretaries, 
- Frefect, 
- Province Chiefs, 
- City 'Jlayors, 

: Indoctrination document. 

I have the honor to forward you the here-enclosed document, 
"HOW TO SELF-DEFEND", 

This is the EIGHTH ::!ocument in the series of 16 others which 
are to be used during the 4 .. month total victory campaign for 

. in::!octrination purposes at your respective organizations within the 

. frame-work of the V(ass Information Program supporting the 1970 
s~eiil Pacification and Development Plan. 

C'oples to: 

- The Prime'Hnistry, 
(Chief of the Special Cffice) 
"For forwarding to the F"t!" 

- Central DP Coordination Center, 

Respectfully yours, 

s / s NGO KHAC TINH 

- Director General of Budget an::! Foreign Aid 
- Director General of Planning 

"For Info" 



I:'ocument No. 8 

HON TO SEI;:!-DEFEND ? 

"Nith the outstanding victories our combatants have just 

performed, I have decided to launch a Special Pacification and 

Development Ca'Ilpaign for the secon1 half of 197C beginning July 1, 

1970, to improve security and, step up community development 

in the villages and hamlets" declared President Nguyen van Thieu 

on the Armej Forces Day, Junel€-, 1970. 

The Special Pac~ficatio;'l an::! Development Progra-n this time 

also inclu::!es 8 creteria; but emphasis is placed on 3 main pOints: 

- To improve security, 

- To develop a public information system to undetake 

a political struggle with .the Communists, 

- To develop national economic potentials to prepare 

ourselves for self-sustaining and self-stregthening. 

To effectively protect the people, self-defense in the villages 

and hamlets is vital, Nhat therefore i.3 self~defense? How is it 

organized? 

Question: What is self defense? 

Answer : Briefly, self-defense, is the 'use of onets own means and 

facilities to defend onets,own life and property, and ,on a lagger 

scale, to defend the country against Communist aggression. 

'~uestion: What C',r~ the elements essential to organize self-defense? 

Answer: Self-defense requires a determinaticm to become, self­

strengthened and particularly to organize the ways and means of 

self-defense. ill[;:ritual det,,"r11!lllination is a key to victory, and the 

ways and means to '!lake the defense effective. 

Question: 'Why should we organize se1f- defense? 

Answer: For three main reasons: 

1/ We cannot cross our arms and wait for others to save 

118. 'Our Allies can only help us to help ourselves. They cannot 

replace us. We therefore must have self-respect and take up our 

respons ibilities before the national his tory. 

: 
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2/ To fight Corn'nunism in order to save the country 
is a common responsibility of the eCltire Vietnamese people. 
£!: ach one of US 'TIUS t contribute to this fight. 

3/ '.Ie must iefenj ourselves to allow the A rmy to 
devote full time to the destruction of the enemy in bringing 
about peace. 

C:;:;uestion: ,TThat is the i'nportance of self-defense? 

Answer: Self-iefense is one of three national policies, in 
ajiition to self-sust9-ining and self-governing; self-defense is 
a preliminary step towarj self standing and self-strengthenin~. 
In the present phase of barring the way to ComIT'unist aggression, self-defense is important in that it leads to self-governing, 
which in turn results in self-standing anj self-strengthening. 

;;:;uestion: How shoul i self- defense be organized? 

Answer: ,SeJf-ief"lnse must be organized everywhere, in all 
fields, and by all means. 

~uestion: Pleas,e make it clear. 

Answer: Self-defense -nust be organize::! everywhere, from 
the hamlet to the top level, which is the entire country. 

" 

" Self- defense iin all fields requires our vigilance in various 
military, political, economic, cultural and social activities. 

- Self- defense by every means available is necessary to 
directly prevent the Comnounist infiltration from within and 
without. 

':;luestion: How is our present defense organized? 

Answer : The Government has ma::!e appropriate assigmrents 
in the iefenseof the national territory. The army is respons­
ible for the iefense from distri<?t level upward. The ,pepple 
are responsible for the iefense of the villages and hamlets. 

;'uestion:Why was the jefense of villages an:! hamlets, instead 
of Oistricts and provinces, ass igned to the people? 

Answer: The Government based the assignments of respons­
ibilities on the efficie";cy, of 'the defense work. In the present 
situation, the people are organized into, small units chos"lly 
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related to one an6ther. In such a way, the defense can be 
better organized awl it will be easier for the Government to 
fully equip the'TI ani make the defense more effective. 

Q1.:estion: What should be done in order for the people to be 
able to dE-ferd Lhefllodv<:s? 

Answer: To organize self- iefense, the people must not only 
be determined to participate in and to carry it out, but also 
must be organized, trained and equipptlldmilitarily, politically, 

. economically, cultuc'ally and socially. 

Question: What is the purpose of self-defense in the military 
. field? 

Answer: V[ilitary self- defense prevents a direct infiltration 
of Communists personnel, and defends national territory. People 
in the countryside will constitute a barrier to the Communist 
tax collectors, sappers, terrorists~ .. 

Question: From the mblitary standpoint, how is an efficient 
self- defense organized? 

Answer: As has been said above, an efficient military self­
defense requires, three essential elements: organization, 
training and equipment in response to three main factors: 
personnel, morale and weapons. 

Question: Please o1arify your statement. 

Answer: People 'nust be organized into groups, or units, which 
fit their capabilites so as to obtain a >naximUlT' of efficiency 
in the defense work. 

- The people 'l1.1,lst be trained to avoid duplication ,of work, 
to respond to the current changes, to farmilarize themselves 
with combat tactics sO"as to raise their cbmbativeness and 
"tlorale. 

- People must be a,dequately equipped so as to be able to 
resist infiltrators. 

Question: Vvith the present equipment, is the pe.ople's self­
defense of the ··villages Clnd hamlets strong enough to stop the 
Communist infiltration?·· 'liThy? 
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Answe~ : '-'hie P,'ople's' Self Defense Force ifJ nO'",' strong enough 
to resist e!'8rny attacks. This is i.n accordance with our 
G07er-nrl'"'ent's a'l~lignrnent of responsibiliti.es: Re'sular troops 
are to p;-r,vent an Corn'Tlun",[,'; concentrations of forces from 
ba~tali:on:'size upward; the provinci&l and district regional forces 
are to smash ~;,; C'),~rr"m'.st f0rces at company ,,"nd platoon 
levels; down a:' t:l~ viE'lge; or hamlet" level, the enemy is thinly 
divided: . cnlY'Eolc:""d gncrilb:s who. have been ga';hered together 
to form a squa:l ac the ma,;hnim. The People's' Self Defehse 
Forces are strcng en01}.t;!1 to eliT.inate them_~ In case they are 
outnumbered, tLerc will. b3 i'1lmediate support from the Army. 

Question: Nhat .3 the:; pUrllOSe of self- defense in politics? , 

Answer ': Political se U-defense is organized to prevent' the 
Communist doctrine [Tom developing wUhin our own ranks. There 
are for us two wayE to :lefend ourselves politically: 

- To prevent infU.t·ration and el;mL.'1atbraH!'e:d~.t;ng "UJ,,:": 
Communist distructive ideas. 

- ' To T)revenC the Com munist doctrine fro'Tl taking rootS. 

~ues~ion: How is Communist infiltration prevented? 
How are Com'lilinisl distructive ideas eliminated'? 

Answer: The Com'TIunist usual tactics are to place the wrong 
emphasis on the facts ani to fabricate facts to' c'iStort thetrilth, 
lower the prestige of the Government, create ccnfusion among 

"the "iniisses, encourage defeatists and, of courSE, to pralse 
Co';Un,unism. Feople in the ·;';;.llages or hamlets must' remain' 
highly v'_gE3.r_~, C'.c:cr. ~. rl~af ear to their propagania, and' denOunce 
then; to the p:lblic officers. 

G',uestion: Hov; are Commnnist thoughts prevented from developing? 

Answer: The most effective way to prevent CO''l'Ilunism froIl" 
deVeloping is ,'to support fully the people and to strengthen the 
people'~elected adll'inistration in the village. Al.~o, political. 
traininp' 'TIustbe ";iven on national policy, lheGovernmsnt's line 

? .'~ , ..... 
of action to iIl"prove the people's knowledge 'dftheir position 
so as to unify their determination to fight the aggressor's'. 
Communism then will have no ground to develop. 

';;:,uestion: Nhat is economic self-defense? 

.An"sw·cr: EC0rl0'TIiC eel±'- rjt:r~nse means to preven~ our .economic 
resources from falling into Communist hands. 

~ --, \ 
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Question: ':1ovl is 'cenomic self-defense organized? 

Answer: Each person, each family, in the village must: 

- Refuse to, house, support, or pay taxes to the Communists. 

- Work to increase the family incomes, to promote 
social welfare by participating in public organizations, and to 
build an economic way of life, to, be well-off enough to be able 
to say "no" to any Communist promises. 

Question:' What is the purpose of social and cultural defense? 

Answer: To prevent idiltraHon by the Communist inhuman,' 
up-rooted culture, and th:oir policy of social impoverishment. 

,Question: What c:fu.ould be dcne then? 

,Answer: Cultural self-d:::fense includes: 

- Prevention of Communist atheistic ideas which conceive 
men as merely producl:",":" nlccLa.l'lical equipment without thinking 
ability. 

- Development of nat:onal traditions, religious faith 
and respect of individual fl"2edoms. 

Quei?tHlll: How is social defense organized? 

Answer: From the social standpoint, the people must carry out 
the, following basic policies of the Government to defend them­
selves against the Comm'..:nic~ a.ggrecsion: 

- Strongly condemn the Communist impoverishment 
:policy and their attempt to assimilate the people with the 
i~r.atloolll Com munis ts. 

-, Carry out ::oocial justice by suppreSSing the village 
oppressors ,and bullying el"HI'-ents, and bannish all unjust and 
feudal remnants, O-nd organi~e mutual aSsistance in emergenCies. 
Participate eagerly in social welfare associations for sEllf­
defense. 

Question: In brief, hoVl should sell-defense be organized in 
all of its aspects? 

, Answer: To defend opr:::>:::-- ~c,,;~st Communi,st aggression, 
we must: 
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1/ Be efflciently and closely organized, 

Be adequately and appropriately equipped, 

Be physically and spiritually trained, 

2/ Stop infiltration from without, 

Prevent infiltration from within, 

Destroy any existing Communist ideas at their roots, 

3/ Organize defense in the military, economic, social 
and cultural· fields. 

- Organize· the defense everywhere, beginning with the 
basic Unit, which is tt-village. 

. ---- ------
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