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SUBJ: Deactivation of Sub-Regions 2 3, COSVN, and Missions of

n of Su
VG/WVE Troops of Lon fn Sub-Region, COSVN, During the 1970

itted; B-3) Directive, classified ((vc))
SECRET, datd 31 Aug 70,op{ginglly signed by Nguyén Chanh for an

: fgicn headquarters ((possibly Long An Sub-
VN)), reproduced by an unidentified individual,
provides guidanceé on the political tasks of the elements ({possibly of
Long An Sub-Region)) during the rainy season of 1970, The document
reads in part as follows:

"The rainy season of 1970 is of strategic importance ({possibly
because it will enable the VC/NVA troops to intensify their attacks
to control the course of the military situation in Indochina)) and 1is
characterized by new requirements for political tasks of friendly
((VC/RVA)) armed elements due to the enemy ( (PWMAF/RVNAF) ) escalation
of the war in Cambodia and Laos.

Prom the date of the coup d'etat by the Lon Nol £lique in Cambodia

to date ((31 Aug 70)), significant military victories have been
scored by the friendly side in Cambodia, Laos, and SVN. Due to the
fact that the enemy continues to experience bitter defeats, he will
undoubtedly resort to other plots to turn the tide of the war in his
favor. He will push his accelerated-pacification program in SVN, and
will intensify his military operations in Cambodia to save the Lom Nol
Clique from its desperate situation. Dur{ng the months to come, the
enemy will focus efforts on the preparation for his 1971 dry season
offensive to destroy the revolutionsry moyement in Indochina.

"Mhe development of the situation in SVN will depend on the development
of the situation in Cambodia and Laos, and vice-versa. The revolu-
tionary movements in SVN, Cambodia, and Lpos are one. The enemy
military failures throughout Indechina wi)ll compel the Americans and
the Puppet ((EVN)) Government to increase their military attacks in
Cambodia and along the border areas to preclude future friemdly

of fensives and to implement their Vietnamjsation of the SVN war.
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‘"Friendly personnel are confused by the complicated development of
the situation in Indochina and are demoralised, because they have
failed to realise the enemy's disadvantages ((in his escalation of
the war)). They see only the difficulties caused by the enemy cross-
border operations a.rd have become unagressive, undisciplined, and
discouraged.’ :

"Presently, ((pessibla' Long An Sub-Region)) is confronted with
considerable difficulties,-one of which is the merger of Sub-Regions
2 and 3 ((COSVN)) into tne sub-region ((possibly Long An Sub-Region))
in response to the rsquirements dictated by the development of the
situation in SVN. The merger of Sub-Regions 2 and 3 was hastily
done, and thus was not accurately implemented. The reorganisation
of troops ((which have been disorganized by FWMAF/RVNAF cross-border
operations)) is'not yet accomplished;especially the reorganisation
of the thres battalions ((pogeibly 16th, 269th, and &th Battalions
of former Sub-Regione 2 and 3 which h&ve been reorganized into one
battalion designated as the 1596th Battalion)), due to the lack of
company and battalion cadre. Except for K2 and K3 ({possibly
Companies)) which . have been deployed, ({the other elements of the
1696th Battalion are ‘i #ya’). Friendly troops are unfamiliar
with the local terrain-dnd areé confronted with considerable
difficylties. in logistical support. Concurrently, their health is
affected by inclement mther dnnng 1'.he rainy season a.nd poor food.

Olih ks of. I :
to make friendly personnel ru]ly realize the enemy defeats in SWN,
Cambodia, and Laos to improve their morale. They are to know t.hat
although the enemy is stubborn he will be defeated. They are to
have full confidence in the Party leadership and are to be kept
abreast of their missions during the rainy season ((of 1970)), which
are to take advantage of the current enemy failures t.hroughmt
Irdochina ‘to launCh moxe. vialent attacks to disrupt the enemy
pacification program in- S?N, defeat the enemy military operations
in Cambodia which are inténded to consolidate the position of Lon Nol,
and create fa.vqrable conditions for the friendly of fensive during
the dry season of 1971, '

"Efforts are to be made to promote the revolutlonary spirit of
friendly persomel, Repeateéd political indoctrination sessions are
to be conducted o he:,ghten their determination to fight amd to win
and to correst thelr deficiencies s particularly their tendencies

to relaxation and fear of protracted war.

"Two political indoctrinatiOn-coursea are to be conducted. The first |

political indoctrination course will be conducted from the end of
Aug 70 to the end of Jun 71 to promote the armyt's traditions. The
second political indoctrination course will be conducted in Sep 70
to spiritually prepare ﬂr.len:lly persomel for the accomplishment
of their -future: m:lssionq. Attention is to be paid to the
populariza.t.ion of friend.:l.y victories in SVN, Cambodia, and Laos,




"Friendly troops operating in Cambodia are to be indoctrinated on.. :
the international proletariat. LT [

"Emulation campaigns are to be initiated to score greater victories
to celebrate the coming holidays, i.e the August Revolution on 19
Aug, Indepegde‘nce Day on 2 Sep, and the Anniversary of the Death

of Uncle HS Chi Minh on 3 Sep. N

"The combat criteria for friendly armed elements in the local sub-.
region is to kill 3,500 enemy troops between 15 Jul and 15 Oct 70.

"Civilian proselyting activities are to be increased, especially
in Cambodia. The instructions cutlined in Directive 155-M,
originated by the Military Affairs Party Committee of SVNIA, are to
be observed." ) : o :




