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LONGBINH; ?Vietnam-The 'percentage 
of GIs "in ,Vietnam using marijuall,il :in­
creased from 31.7' to 46 per cent over the 
two-year period from 1967 to 1969, according 
to sample studies, informed sources dis­
closed here Monday. 

Although they said data available is in· 
sufficient, informed sources seem convinced 
drug use is an ill-defIned proble;m here -and 
are grappling with it now in both sociological 
and legal terms. 

The sources also said field commanders 
have reported no adverse effects on their 
units' operational c~pabilities and said mili­
tary police authorities say they have found 
no reported crimes attributed to the use of 
drugs, 

A 1967 study of soldiers ranked E·2 
through E-6 who were leaving Vietnam 
showed 31.7" per cent used marijuana, -the 
sources said. A similar study in 1969 showed 
46 per cent-had used marijuana. 

A third study done in the spring of this 

u 

year of 1, 064melIibers 01 the l73rd Airborne 
Brigade revealed 68 per ,cent, ,had 'tried 
marijuana at least once, sources ·~ported. 

Twenty·twoper cent of the GIs '\!ampled 
in the 173rd. first tried- ,marijuana "in Viet­
nam. 

In the two earlier studies 19 per cent :'of' 
the GIs had become acquainted with mari-
juana in Vietnam, statistics show. " 

The studies done_ by two Army psychiat­
rists reveal the typical drug user in 1967 
was a 22·year-old white Protestant, a draftee 
and either a field soldier or a support troop, 
while the typical user two years later was 
also a draftee, 21, often dissatisfied with 
his job and the Army, 

Other drugs also are used, sources -said, 
though to a lesser degree. . 

They said commanders were encouraged 
in October 1969 to adopt an amnesty pro­
gram to help on a one-time -basis- the drug 
user who wants help. Sources s8id little is 
known of the program's success to date. '81-
though they 'said there have been individual ' 
successes. If the user does not stay off 
drugs, commande~s are urged to take 
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prompt' ,action to discharge- hini or -begin le­
gal 'proceedings against him, "sourceS said. 

They describe those who seek amnesty as 
persons having previously shown indic_ations 
of . maladjustment or immaturity· -and '- -see 
drug abuse as an attempt to escape frustra­
tion or depression and reject conventional 
standards. . 

Soldiers convicted of drug offenses under 
an article of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice wri~ten in 1951 can draw ': a"' dishon­
orable discharge. total forfeiture of pay and 
allowances, reduction in rank, plus a iO-year 
maximum sentence for those involved With 
hard drugs, five years for mariju~a and 
two years for barbiturates and ampheta­
mines, sources said. 

Little rehabilitation is available in stock­
ades hi Vietri3IIl.-" although 'serious medic~l 
cases are transfeqed to hospitals" they said. 

Informed sources point to belter results 
by military' 'pOlice iri findiIlg and con· 
fi~cating JJrugs -'--in, recent _ months but in~ 

dicated helplrom the Vietnamese author· 
ities is soinetimes less than desired because 
marijuana grOwing -has become a part of'the 
Vietnamese econoD\Y -even ·though, it is also 
illegal in Vietnam. 




