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!ri8my Blunts Jj;~~' 
Cambodian Drive 

PHNOM PENH (AP) - Ene­
my troops smashed the van­
guard of the C mbodian govern­
ment's first ajar offensive of 
the war Mo ay. forcing Cambo­
dian sol· rs back after an 
abortive attempt to recapture 
an i ortant position in the 

's heartland. 
oemy gunners fired more 

an 400 mortar shells into for­
ward positions of the govern­
ment soldiers in the village of 
Taing Kauk, 55 miles north of 
Phnom Penh, and followed the 
barrage with ground assaults 
and volleys of rocket grenades. 

Forty Cambodian soldiers 
were killed and nearly 50 
wounded in the attack that last­
ed from just after midnight un­
til past dawn. 

Communist losses were given 
by government commanders as 
20 dead left on the battleground 
and an estimated 200 more dead 
and wounded carried away dur­
ing the night. 

The government operation 
was aimed at reopening 50 
miles of Route 6 from Skoun to 
the provincial capital of Kom­
pong Thorn,' 80' miles north. ,o,f 
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Phnom Penh. The 50-mile seg­
ment has been in enemy hands 
for three months. 

Although an amphibious force 
broke the siege of Kompong 
Thorn last Wednesday in a 
strike up a flood swollen river 
from Cambodia's huge lake of 
TonIe Sap, success of the entire 
operation would be judged on 
the government's ability to re­
open route 6 and retake more 
than 1,000 square miles of rich 
rice and food producing area. 
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