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ROGERS-LAIRD TV INTERVIEW COVF.RS INDOCHINA ISSUES (EXCERPTS) 

WASHINGTON 00 INDOCHINA WAS AMONG THE MAIN ISSUES DISCUSSED 

IN A TELEVISION AND RADIO INTERVIEW WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

AND DE~NSE MINISTER LAIRD OCTORER II. 

THE U.S. CABINET OFFICIALS APPEARED ON THE SUNDAY PROGRAM, 

~ABCoS ISSUES AND ANSWERS. n THEY WERE INTERVIEWED RY ROGER 

PETERSON, A8C NEWS PENTAGON CORRESPONDENT, AND JOHN SCALI, 

ABC NEWS DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT. 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROGRAM: 

(REGIN EXCERPTS) 

MR. SCALI: GENTLEMEN, WELCOME TO ISSUES AND ANSWERS. 
SECRETARY ROGERS, THE SOVIET NEWSPAPER PRAVDA HAS DISMISSED 

PRESIDENT NIXON'S NEWEST PROPOSALS FOR PEACE IN VIETNAM AS 

A GREA, FRAUD. IT SAYS THAT IT FULLY BAC~S THE REJECTION, SO 

FAR. OF NORTH VIETNAM AND SAYS THAT THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS 

SEEK ONLY TO LEGALIZE AND PERPETUATE THE INTERVENTION OF THE 

U~JITED STATES IN INDO-CHINA. 

WHAT DO YOU SAY TO THIS? 

SECRETARY ROGERS: WELL, MR. SCALI 9 THAT IS STANDARD COMMUNIST 

PROPAGANDA WHICH WE F.XPECTED. I DON°T THINK IT REFLECTS THE 

VIEWS OF THE GOVERNMENT FULLY. I HAVE A FEELING THAT THE SOVIET 

UIlION AND HANOI WILL BOTH GIVE VERY CAREFUL CONSIDERATION 

TO THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL BECAUSE OF THE TREMENDOUS SUPPORT 

THAT THE PROPOSALS HAVE RECEIVED NOT ONLY IN THIS COUNTRY, 

BllT ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

IT IS INHRESTING THAT THEY SHOULD MAIlE THAl' COMMENT BECAUSE 



O~E Of THE PROPOSALS THAT PRESIDENT NIXON MADE WAS AN INDO~ 

CHINA PEACE CONfERENCE AND. AS 'IOU REMEMBER, T~ SOVIET AM~I\SSADOR 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS MADE THAT SAME PROPOSAL. WE DIDN'T 

CONSIDER IT A FRAUD AT THE TIME HE MADE IT AND I DOWT T"lIN!( 

IT IS A fRAUD. IT IS ~UITE CLEAR THAT PRESIDE~T NIXON IS VERY 

ANXIOUS TO WORK OUT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. THE RESPONSE FROM 

THE WORLD COMMUNITY HAS BEEN TRF.MENDOUS. EXCEPT FOR THF.SE COMMUNIST 

PROPAGANDA THRUSTS FROM HANOI AND FROM MOSCOW. THE REST Of TIiE 

NORLD HAS REACTED VERY FAVORAflLY AND I THINK THAT THE PRESSURE 

OF' WORLD OPINION WILL HAVE A GOOD DEAL TO DO IHTH THE ATTITUDES 

OF' HANOI AND THE SOVIET UNION IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. 

MR. SCALh MR. SECRETARY, ARE YOU IMPLYING THAT PERHAPS T~ 

SOVIET GOVERNMENT'S OFfICIAL ATTITUDE IS NOT REFLF.CTED BY 

THE PROPAGANDA THAT IS COMI1.JG OUT RIGHT 'ION. 

SECRETARY ROGERS: YES, I THINK THAT IS CORRECT. 

THERE IS A STANDARD LINE THAT THE COMMUNISTS TAKE I1.J 

OPPOSITION TO ANYTHING THAT WE PROPOSE PUBLICLY. I~E UNDERSTOOD 

THAT WHEN WE MADE THE PROPOSAL. 

WE THINK THAT THE PROPOSAL IS SUCH A FARcREACHING PROPOSAL, 

SO COMPREHENSIVE AND SO FAIR, AND BECAUSE IT HOLDS OUT HOPE 

FOR PEACE IN THE AREA, AND BECAUSE OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY'S 
ACCEPT! NG THIS PROPOSAL WITH ALMOST UNANIMITY, WF. THI NK THAT THE 

TIME MAY COME WHEN THE OTHER SIDE WILL NEGOTIATE. 

MRG SCALI: THIS IS PRETTY TOUGH TALl( EVEN CO~13lDERI~G THE 

POSSIBILITY THAT IT IS PROPAGANDA, MR. SECRETARY. 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE STATE DEPARTMENT CALLED PUBLICLY TIns \~EE!( 

ON MOSCOW TO USE ITS CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE WITH HANOI TO GET 

THHl TO GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO THESE PROPOSALS. ISN"T 

WHAT IS NOW COMING OUT OF MOSCOW PERHAPS A SIGN THAT, INSTEAD 

OF' COOPF.RATION YOU MAY GF.T JUST THE OPPOSITE? 

SECflE! ARY ROGERS: WELL 9 IT IS POSSIBLE. I~E WOULD HOPE 'lOT, 

WE WOULD HOPE NOT G 

filRc PETERSON: SECRETARY LAIRD, L.AST fRIDAY YOUR DEPUTY 

SECRETARY PACKARD SAID THAT HE rELT THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

AN~ VIYT CONG WOULD EVENTUALLY AGREE TO IHE CE~SE ~JREc DO YOU 



AGREE I~ITH THAT STATEMENT? 

SECRETARY LAIRD: THIS IS A VERY fINE PROPOSAL, I BELIEVE; 
DillE TH!U MERITS THE VERY CAREF'UL COt>!SIDERATION OF' THE OTHER 

SIDEa WORLD OPINIOt>!, AS THE SECRETARY OF' STATE HAS SAID p IN 

THE F'REE WORLD, AS WELL AS It>! THE NO~I~ALIGNED COUNTRIES OF' THE 

WORLD, SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL. I DON°T WANT TO MAKE 

ANY PREDICTION AS TO THE OUTCOME. IT IS IN THE t>!EGOTIATING 

STAGE NOW IN PARIS. THE INDOoCHINA PEACE PROPOSAL AND CONF'ERRNCE 

OF THE PRESIDENT IS A VERY FORT~IGIIT PROPOSAL. 

~JE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE OTHER SIDE WILL NEGOTIATE IN GOOD 

CONSCIENCE ON THIS PROPOSAL. I,~E ARE PARTICULARY INTERr.STED IN THE 

PoO.W. RELEASE. AS YOU KNOW, IN THE P.O.W. RELEASE OUTLINED BY 

THE PRESIDENT IT IS A RELEASF IN WHICH IdE EXCHANGE 15 TO I. I.'E, 

THROUGH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE, HAD OFFERED A COMPLETE RELEASE 

OF ALL PRISONERS AND THE RATIO OF PRISONERS THAT ARE HELD IN SOUTH 

VIETNAM AS COMPARED TO THOSE HELD BY THE VoC o, AND THE NORTH 

VIF:TNAMESE IS A RATIO OF ABOUT 15 TO 1 HI FAVOR OF THE OTHER 
SIDE. THIS IS A VERY FORTHRIGHT PROPOSAL AND WE BELIEVE 

THAT THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES AND POSSIRILITIES THAT THIS, ALONG 

WITH THE OTHER FOUR PROPOSALS, WILL RECEIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 

OF THE OTHER SIDE. 

MR. PETERSON; PRF.SIDENT tHXON HAS PROPOSED A~ INDOGCHINA 

PEACE CONFERENCE. ~E HAVE GOT NEGOTIATIONS GOING ON I~ PARIS 

FOR HID YEARS AND IT HASN'T GOTTEN OFF DEAD CENTER DEAL BIG JUST 
WITH VIETNAMo WHY SHOULD IT WORK ON A BROADER SCALE? 

SECRETARY LAIRD: WELL, I THINK THE PRESIDENT HAS FELT THAT 

THIS IS A MUCH BROADER SURJECT THAN JUST SOHTH VIEnlAM. IT 

WAS IffrPORTANT TO BRING LAOS AND CAMBODIA AND TO BRING Po;ACE 

IN THE ENTIRE AREA BECAUSE HE FEELS IT SHOULD SF: LOOKED AT AS 

AN INDO-CHINAoTYPE SETTLEMENT. SO, BY BRINGING HI THE OTHER 

NATIONS IN THE AREA. BROADENING THE NEGOTIATIONS TO COVER ALL 

OF' INDO-CHINA AND BRINGING IN OTHER ASIAN NATIONS, THAT THERE WAS 

HOFF. FOR PEACE, AND THE PRESIDENT IS EXPLORING ALL AVE'IJ!!F:S 

THAT WOULD BRING AROUT PEACE IN THIS AREA. 

~lR" PETERSON: WHEN THE NARRON FOCUS WO~' T "JORK l,"HY I~OULD 

A 9ROAD=BRUSH APPROACH \WRK? 



SECRETARY ROGERS: WE ARE PROPOSING EITHEP ONE OR BOTH l.ifOULD 
BE ACCEPTABLE. ONE OF THE REASONS THE PRESIDF.NT PROPOSED 
THE INDO~CHINA PEACE CONFERENCE IS BECAUSE THE SOVIET UNION HAS 
SUGGESTED IT, THE rRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS SUGGESTED IT, OTHERS 
HAVE StlGGETED IT AND PARTICULARLY NO\~ BECAUSE OF THE CAM80DIAN 
SITUATION IT NAS FELT THAT 1"1 ORDE~ TO SOLVE THE PRO'3LEM OF SOUTH 
VIETNAM IT WAS NECESSARY TO INCLUDE CAMBODIA AND LAOS. THE PRESIDENT 
MADE THAT CLEAR IN HIS PEACE INITIATIVE. HE SAID THAT THE TI-fREE 
COUNTRIES ARE INSEPARABLE NON. YOU HAVE CONFLICTS GOING ON IN 
ALL THREE, AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE INFILTRATING THEIR TROOPS 
IN BOTH LAOS AND CAMBODIA, AS WELL AS SOUTH VIETNAM. SO YOU 
COULDN'T REALLY SETTLE THE SOUTH VIETNAM ~UESTION ~IITHOUT 
INCLUDING LAOS AND CAMBODIA, SO WE HAVE NOT, AS YOU NOTICE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT"S STATEMENT, \liE DO NOT GIVE UP ON THE PARIS NEGOTI= 
ATIONS, PUT, IF' THE OTHER SIDE FEF.LS THAT AN INDO=CHINA PEACE 
CONFERENCE IWULD BE A BETTER ~lAY TO DO IT f \liE AR"- PERFECTLY 
PREPARED FOR THAT. 

IT IS INTERESTING, THE IDEA THAT THIS IS A FRAUD. MOlif 
THE SOVIET UNlOrl HAS THE COURAGE TO MAKE THAT SUGGESTION, I 
DON'T UNDERSTAND. EVERY SEGMENT OF OUR POPULATION IN THIS 
COUNTRY SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT'S PEACE INITIATIVE. IT IS 
BIPARTISAN IN NATURE. THERE IS NO QUESTION ABOUT IT. IT HAS 
TREMENDOUS SUPPORT. TH~ FIRST TIME WE HAV~ HAD TOTAL 
SUPPORT FOR A PEACE PROPOSAL IN THIS COUNTRY DEALING WITH 
HlDO- CHI lolA; ~OT ONL YIN THIS COUNTRY p RUT ALL OVER T HE WORLD. 

NOW, IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE PUBLIC IS GOING TO PRETTY WELL 
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS COMMUNIST DIATRIPE IS JUST THAT. 

WE HAVE MADE A PROPOSAL THAT PROVIDES A FOUNDATION FOR STOPPI~G 

THE FIGHTING. FOR A FAIR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, FOR A COMPLETE 
WITHDRAWAL OF OUR TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. AS MR. LAIRD SAYS, 
AN EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS WHERE WE ','OULD RELEASE A AREA! MANY 
MORE THAN THE OTHER SIDE WOULD RELEASE. I!'HY THIS IS DEEMED TO BE 
A FRAUD, I DON'T UNDERSTAND. IT CERTAINLY IS DISAPPOH1TING; 
I HOPE THAT THE SOVIET UNION, IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS WITH US, 
WILL REACT DIFFERENTLY. 

MR. SCALI: SECRETARY LAIRD. YOU MENTIONSD A 15 TO I RATIO 



IN THE PRISONER EXCHANGE. HOW DOES THAT TRANSLATE INTO ~UM9ERS? 

SECPETARY LAIRD: WELL, THE SOUTH VIF.TNAMESE, Of COURSE. 
ARE J.lOLDING HIE ?RISO~ERS AS FAR AS 1I-IE VoCe AND THE NORTH 
V IETNAf'IESE ARE CONCF.R NED AND THEY HAVE APPROXIMATEL Y SOME 
30,000 PRISONERS. TH~ TOTAL NUMPER Of PRISONERS INVOLVED IN 
THE NORTH AND IN THE HANDS Of THF: V.C. IS ESTIMATED TO BE SLIGHTLY 
OVER 2.000. SO THE SITUATION DOES RUN AROUND 15 TO 1, OR IN 
THAT GENERAL RATIO. 

THE PRISONERS TAKEN BY THE NORTH VIETNAMF.SE AND THE V.C. 
HAVE NOT BEF.N GREAT. WE HAVE TAKF.N A GOOD MANY PRISONERS AND 
WE HAVE PUT THEM UNDER CONDITIONS THAT ARE SUPERVISED ~Y 
THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS. THESE PRISONERS ARE HELD BY 
THE SOllTH VI~TNAMESE. 

MR. SCALI: IF' THEY GET 30,000 PRISONERS FlACK IN 
ONE fELL S~JOOP. WON'T THAT HELP SOLVE THEIR MANPO\'/ER PROBU:M? 

SECRETARY LAIRD: I JUST \~ANT TO MAKE THE POINT AS CLEARLY 
AS I CAN THAT THIS IS A VERY fORTHRIGHT PROPOSAL, AND THE OTHER 
SIDE, I DON'T BELIEVF., CAN CRITICIZE THE SINCERITY OF' THE 
PRESIDENT OF' THE UNITED STATES AND OUR SIDE, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
AS WELL. IN MAKING SUCH A fARoREACHING PROPOSAL AS FAR AS THE 
PRISONERS OF WAR ARE CONCERNED. WE ARE CONCERNED A~OUT HUMAN 
BEINGS. WE WANT TO STOP THE KILLING IN VIETNAM. ALREADY 
IN r~E FIRST NINE MONTHS OF THIS YEAR THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND 
THE V.C. HAVE LOST AROUND 86,0~0 MEN. THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE 

LOST ABOUT 3,000. NOI", WE HAVE PROUGHT DO\~N OUR CASUALTIES. 
OUR AMERICAN CASUALTIES ARE LOW COMPARED TO WHAT THEY \~ERE WHEN WE 
TOOK OFfICE AND THIS HAS PEEN ON~ OF THE PRESIDEN'T OPJECTIVES, 
TO REDUCE AMERICAN CASUALTIES AND REDUCE ALL CASUALTIES. ONE 
CASUALTY IS TOO MANY. LAST WEEK WE HAD 38 AMERICAN CASUALTIES. 
WHEN WE TOOK OFFICE AND ~'HEN I BECAME SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND 
SECRETARY ROGERS TOOK OVr.R IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT, THE CASUALTIES 
WERE ~UNNING JUST APOUT TEf'! TIMES TJ.lAT AMOUNT. THIS LAST WEEK 
THEY AGAIN WILL PE UNDER FIFTY. THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMEMT. 
AS WE HAVE TURNED OVER THE COM~AT RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE fORCES 
OF' SOUTH VIETNAM UNDER OUR VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, AS THIS 
PROGRAPi HilS MOVED F'OR!1ARD WE HAVF: PEEN ABLE TO REDUCE CASUAL TIES, 



BUT THE PRESIDEN') T FIVE POINT PEACE PROPOSAL IS A PROPOSAL TO 

BRING PEACE I~ THAT AREA OF THE "'ORLD AND TO STOP THE KILLING 

IN THAT AREA OF THE WORLDo 

SECRETARY ROGERS: MR. SCALI p COULD 1 ALSO SAY THERE IS 

NOTHING ABOUT PRESIDE~T NIXON'S PROPOSAL THAT HAS A~Y COND!TIO~S 

ATTACHED TO IT" IT IS FLEXIBLE. HE SAID THAT TlUS IS A BASIS 

FOR NEGOTIATION. ONE PART OF IT CAN BE ACCF.PTED 14ITHOUT ACCEPTING 

ALL. IF THERE ARE COUNTER PROPOSALS, WE NILL PI'; GLAD TO CO"!SIDER 

THOSEo 

A TOTALLY FLEXIBLE POSITION AND WE WOULD HOPE THAT HI V lEI·' 

OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THIS SITUATION, IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT 

THE UNITED STATES PROGRAM OF VIETNAMIZATION IS SUCCEEDING, 

WITHOUT ANY QUESTIO~, THAT THE OTHER SIDE ~,'ILL GIVE SERIOUS 

CONSIDERATION. AT LEAST I~ PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS, TO THE PRESIDENT'S 

PROGRA~l" 

SECRETARY ROGERS: NO, OUR TROOPS ARE NOT GOING BACK INTO 

CAMBODIA. PRESIDE"!T NIXON HAS MADE THAT QUITE CLEAR. WE 

THINl( THAT THE CAMBODIAN ARMY AND THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY, 

WORKING TOGETHER, CAN HANDLE ANY SITUATIO"! THAT MIGHT DEVELOP 

THEREo WE ARE QUITE PLEASED ABOUT THE SUCCESS OF THE VIETNAMI~ 

ZATION. WE ARE ~UITE SATISFIED WITH THE FACT T~AT THE COMBAT 

ACTIVITY HAS LESSENED A GREAT DEAL RECENTLY, SO I DON'T BELIEVF. 

WE HAVF: MY PROBLEMS THEREo OBVIOUSLY Tl-fERE WILL BE UPS AND DOI,'tIlS 

IF THE WAR CONTINUES, BUT WE HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND THAT THE 

CONFLICT HAS LESSENED A GREAT DEAL IN TH~ LAST YEAR. THE ENGAGE~ 

ME~lS ?tRE VERY MINOR; VERY FEW OF THEi'L AS THE SECRnARY 

OF' DEFENSE HAS SAID. OUR CASUALTIES ARE I·IAY DO"'N. HI SOUTIl VIETNAM 

ITSELF 1 SAW A PROGRAM TH~ OTHER NIGHT INDICATING THE 

TELEVISION PEOPLE WERE HAVING DIFI'ICULTY EVEN FINDING COM9AT 

IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

MR. SCALI: SECRETARY ROGERS, YOU SAID IN YOUR NEWS CONFERENCE 

ON FRIDAY YOU THOUGHT BEGINNING MAY 1ST ~Y AND LARGE T~E 

COMBAT AMERICA~ OPERATIONS loJOULD BE OVERo COULD YOU DISCUSS 

THAT flo BIT FURTHER WITH US AND p MR,. LAIRD~ IOOy TO EXPL.AIN HOI" THl.5 

:vEXT PHASE. THE N 1,IIOR KS OUT? 
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~c~. WE ARE ?rRf~CTLY PREFARED TO MAKE A FA!~ SETTLEM~NT 

AI tHE PR!SENt T~MF A.D, AS IME PRESID!MT SAID. WI RECJG.rZE 
INAl A';Y SETTLE~~NTI IN ORDER 10 kRiT. HAS TO TAKE INTO 
C'.~~~:ID';RAH'J'I ~'HE VIEWS 01" lifE OIH;;:q SID;;;" A~ID HE SAID i'lAt " 
fAIP P0~1!I:AL SRTT~£MENT M~D TO TAM~ INTO ACCOUNt. HAS fO ~EFtECT 

S:" "i:.£,,!I'Nl, .\ r Fn·: ,)TI<Ei( S~DE \-li\lI!iS Tf), IF THEY D,.)r~'! ~ \4": MtE 
'>"[-:(,':0 '~O~(nNU2 l'l£ PROt,PAM HHiCI1 Nft.) LAIRD HAS ,iUST POP/",EP 

,";,1' SDL: AIH: P'FP,'H{!::DI0 SIO? nlF. KLL PIG", 

,\I)"! I" i':VF:(;Yil~;F STOPS !W.L tN(;,; !."l'.")l'" H~VF HT£R~l~\r ,tHlAl, 

,~. ,iI1'~ , ,.- ,.' 
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