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OCTOBER 13, §97¢
ROGERS=LAIRD TV INTERVIEW COVERS INDOCHINA ISSUES (EXCERPTS)

WASHINGTON == INDOCHINA WAS AMONG fHE MAIN ISSUES DISCUSSED

IN A TELEVISION AND RADIO INTERVIEW WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE
AND DEFENSE MINISTER LAIRD OCTORER 11,

THE UoSe. CABINET QFFICIALS APPEARED ON THE SUNDAY PROGRAM,

"ABC'S ISSUES AND ANSWERS." THEY WERE INTERVIEWED BY ROGER

PETERSON; ARC NEWS PENTAGON CORRESPONDENT, AND JOHN SCALI,

4BC NEWS DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT,

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROGRAM:

{(BEGIN EXCERPTS)

MR, SCALI: GENTLEMEN, WELCORME TO ISSUES AND ANSWERS,

SECRETARY ROGERS, THE SOVIET NEWSPAPER PRAVDA HAS DISMISSED

PRESIDENT NIXON®S NEWEST PROPOSALS FOR PEACE IN VIETNAM AS

A GREAT FRAUD. IT SAYS THAT IT FULLY RACXS THE REJECTION, SO

FAR, COF NORTH VIETHNAM AND SAYS THAT THE PRESIDENT®S PROPOSALS

SEEX ONLY TO LEGALIZE AND PERPETUATE THE INTERVENTION OF THE

UNITED STATES IN INDO=CHLINA,
WHAT DO YOU SAY TO THIS?

SECRETARY ROGERS: WELL, MR, SCALI, THAT IS STANDARD COMMUNIST

PROPAGANDA WHICH WE EXPECTED. I DON°T THINK IT REFLECTS THE

VIEWS OF THE GOVERNMENT FULLY. I HAVE A FEELING THAT THE SOVIET

UNION AND HANOI WILL BOTH GIVE VERY CAREFUL CONSIDERATION

TO THE PRESIDENT’S PROPOSAL BECAUSE OF THE TREMENDOUS SUPPORT

THAT THE PROPOSALS MHAVE RECEIVED NOT ONLY IN THIS COUNTRY,

BUT ALL OVER THE WORLD,

YT IS INTERESTING THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE THAT COMMENT BECAUSE
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ONE OF THE PROPOSALS THAT PRESIDENT NIXON MADE WAS AN INDO-

CHINA PEACE CGNFERENCE AND, AS YOU REMEMBER, THME SOVIET AMRASSADOR
T0 THE UNITED NATIONS MADE THAT SAME PROPOSAL. WF DIDNCT

CONSIDER IT A FRAUD AT THE TIME HE MADE IT AND I DONYT THINK

IT IS A FRAUD., IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT PRESIDENT NIXON IS VERY
ANXIOUS TO WORK OUT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. THE RESPONSE FROM

THE WORLD COMMUNITY HAS BEEN TREMENDOUS, EXCEPT FOR THESE COMMUNIST
PROPAGANDA THRUSTS FROM HANOI AMD FROM MOSCOW. THE REST OF THE

WORLD HAS REACTED VERY FAVORABLY AND I THINK THAT THE PRESSURE
OF WORLD OPINION WILL HAVE A GOOD DEAL TO DO WITH THE ATTITUDES

OF HANOI AND THE SOVIET UNION IN THE MONTHS AHEAD.

MR. SCALI: MR, SECRETARY, ARE YOU IMPLYING THAT PERHAPS TME
SOVIET GOVERNMENT®S OFFICIAL ATTITUDE IS NOT REFLECTED BY
THE PROPAGANDA THAT IS COMING OUT RIGHT NOW,

SECRETARY ROGERS: YES, I TMIKK THAT IS CORRECT.

THERE IS A STANDARD LINE THAT THE COMMUNISTS TAKE IN
OPPOSITION TO ANYTHING THAT WE PROPOSE PUBLICLY. WE UNDERSTOOD
THAT WHEN WE MADE THE PROPOSAL.

WE THINK THAT THE PROPOSAL IS SUCH A FARSREACHING PROPOSAL,
50 COMPREHENSIVE AND SO FAIR, AXD PECAUSE IT HOLDS OUT MOPE

FOR PEACE IN THE AREA, AND BECAUSE OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY"S
ACCEPTING THIS PROPOSAL WITH ALMOST UNANIMITY, WE THINK THAT TME

TIME MAY COME WHEN THE OTMER SILE WILL NEGOTIATE.

MRs SCALI: THIS IS PRETTY TOUGH TALX EVEN CONSIDERING THE
POSSIRILITY THAT IT IS PROPAGANDA, MR, SECRETARY.

FOR EXAMPLE, THE STATE DEPARTMENT CALLED PURLICLY THIS WEEKX
ON MOSCOW TO USE ITS CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE WITH HANOI TO GET
THEM TO0 GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO THESE PROPOSALS. 1ISN°T
WHET IS NOW COMING OUT OF MOSCOW PERMAPS A SIGN THAT, INSTEAD
OF COOPERATION YOU MAY GET JUST THE OPPOSITE?

SECRETARY ROGERS: WELL, IT IS POSSIRLE. WE WOULD HOPE HOT.
WE WOULD HOPE NOT.

MR, FETERSON: SECRETARY LAIRD, LAST FRIDAY YQUR DEPUTY
SECRETARY PACKARD SAID THAT HE FELT THAT THE MORTH VIETNAMESRE
AND VITY CONG WOULD EVENTUALLY AGREE TO THE CEAGE FIRE. DO YOU



AGREE WITH THAT STATEMENT?

SECRETARY LAIRD: THIS IS A VERY FINE PROPOSAL, I RELIEVEs
ONE THAT MERITS THE VERY CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE OTHER

SIDE. WORLD OPINION, AS THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS SAID, IWY
THE FREE WORLD, AS WELL AS IN THE NON=ALIGNED COUNTRIES OF THE

WORLD; SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT’S PROPOSAL. I DON°T WART TO MAKE
ANY PREDICTION AS TO THE QUTCOME., IT IS IN THE NEGOTIATING

STAGE NOW IN PARIS. THE INDO-CHINA PEACE PROPOSAL AND CONFERENCE
OF THE PRESIDENT IS A VERY FORTHRIGHT PROPOSAL,

WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE OTHER SIDE WILL NEGOTIATE IN GOOD
CONSCIENCE ON THIS PROPOSAL. WE ARE PARTICULARY INTERESTED IN THE
P.0.Wo RELEASE. AS YOU KNOW, IN THE P.O.W. RELEASE OUTLINED RY
THE PRESIDEAT IT IS A RELEASE IN WHICH WE EXCHANGE 15 TO {. VE,
THROUGH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE, HAD OFFERED A COMPLFTE RELEASE

OF ALL PRISONERS AND THE RATIO OF PRISONFRS THAT ARE HELD IN SOUTH
VIETNAM AS COMPARED TO THOSE HELD BY THR VoCos AND THE NORTH

VIETNAMESE IS A RATIO OF ABOUT 15 TO i IN FAVOR OF THE OT HER
SIDE, THIS IS A VERY FORTHRIGHT PROPOSAL AND WE BELIEVE

THAT THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES AND POSSIRILITIES THAT THIS, ALONG
WITH THE OTHER FOUR PROPOSALS, WILL RECEIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION
OF THE OTHER SIDE,

MR, PETERSON: PRESIDENT NIXON HAS PROPOSED AN INDO=CHINA
PEACE CONFERENCE. WE HAVE GOT NEGOTIATIONS GOING ON IN PARIS

FOR TWO YEARS AND IT HASN®T GOTTEN OFF DEAD CENTER DEALING JUST
WITH VIETNAM, WHY SHOULD IT WORX ON A RROADER SCALE?

SECRETARY LAIRD: WELL, I THINK THE PRESIDENT HAS FELT THAT
THIS IS & MUCH BROADER SUBJECT THAN JUST SOUTM VIETHAM, IT
WAS IMPORTANT TO BRING LAOS AND CAMBODIA AND TO BRING PFRACE
IN THE ENTIRE AREA RECAUSE HE FEELS IT SHOULD BF LOOKED AT AS

AN INDO=-CHINA=TYPE SETTLEMEWNT. SO, BY BRINGING IN THE OTHER
NATIONS IN THE AREA, RROADENING THE NEGOTIATIONS TO COVER ALL

OF INDO-CHINA AND BRINGING IN OTHER ASIAN NATIONS, THAT THERE WAS
HOFE FOR PEACE, AND THE PRESIDENT IS EXPLORING ALL AVEMVES
THAT WOULD BRING AROUT PEACE IN THIS ARRA.
MR, PETERSON:s WHEN THE NARROW FOCUS WON°T WORX WHY WOULD
/A BROAD=-BRUSH APPROACH WORK?



SECRETARY ROGERS: WE ARE PROPOSING EITHEP ONE OR BOTH wOULD
BE ACCEPTABLE, ONE OF THE REASCNS THE PRESIDENT PROPOSED
THE INDO-CHINA PEACE CONFERENCE IS RECAUSE THE SOVIET UNION HAS

SUGGESTED IT, THE FRENCH GOVERNNMENT MAS SUGGESTED IT, OTHERS
HAVE SUGGETED IT AND PARTICULARLY NOW BECAUSE OF THE CAMRODIAN

SITUATION IT WAS FELT THAT IN ORDER® TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF SOUTH
VIETNAM IT WAS NECESSARY TO INCLUDE CAMBODIA AND LAOS. THE PRESIDENT
MADE THAT CLEAR IN HIS PEACE INITIATIVE, HE SAID THAT THE THREE
COUNTRIES ARE INSEPARABLE NOW. YOH HAVE CONFLICTS GOING ON IN

ALL THREE, AND THE NORTM VIETNAMESE ARF INFILTRATING THEIR TROOPS
IN BOTH LAOS AND CAMBODIA, AS WELL AS SOUTH VIETNAM. SO YOU

COULDN®T REALLY SETTLE THE SOUTH VIETNAM AUESTION WITHOUT
INCLUDING LAOS AND CAMBODIA, SO WE HAVE NOT, AS YOU NOTICE FROM
THE PRESIDENT®S STATEMENT, WE DO NOT GIVE UP ON THE PARIS NEGOTI-
ATIONS; PUT, IF THE OTHER SIDE FEFLS THAT AN INDO=CHINA PEACE
CONFERENCE WOULD BRE A BETTER WAY TO DO IT, WE ARE PERFECTLY
PREPARED FOR THAT.

IT IS INTERESTING, THE IDEA THAT THIS IS A FRAUD, MOow
THE SOVIET UNION HAS THE COURAGE TO MAKE THAT SUGGESTION, I

DON’T UNDERSTAND. EVERY SEGMENT OF OUR POPULATION IN THIS
~ COUNTRY SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT®S PEACE INITIATIVE. IT IS

BIPARTISAN IN NATURE. THERE IS NO QUESTION AROUT IT. IT HaS

TREMENDOUS SUPPORT, THE FIRST TIME WE HAVE HAD TOTAL

SUPPORT FOR A PEACE PROPOSAL IN THIS COUNTRY DEAL ING WITH

INDQ=-CHINA3 NOT OKNLY IN THIS COUNTRY, RUT ALL OVER THE WORLD,
NOW, IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE PUBLIC IS GOING TO PRETTY WELL

UNDERSTAND THAT THIS COMMUNIST DIATRIRE IS JUST THAT.
WE HAVE MADE A PROPOSAL THAT PROVIDES A FOUNDATION FOR STOPPING

THE FIGHTING, FOR A FAIR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, FOR A COMPLETE
WITHDRAWAL OF OUR TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. AS MRe LAIRD S5AYS,
AN EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS WHERE WE WOULD RELEASE A GREAT MANY

MOREZ THAN THE OTHER SIDE WOULD RELEASE. WHY THIS 1S DEEMED TO RE
A FRAUD, I DON"T UNDERSTAND. 1IT CERTAINLY IS DISAPPOINT INGs

I HOPE THAT THE SOVIET UNION, IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS WITH US,

WILL REACT DIFFERENTLY,
MR. SCALI$ SECRETARY LAIRD, YOU MENTIONED A {5 70 § RaTio



IN THE PRISONER EXCHANGE, HOV DOES THAT TRANSLATE INTO NUMBERS?
SECRETARY LAIRD: WELL, THE SOUTH VIFTNAMESE, OF COURSE,

ARE HOLDING THE PRISONERS AS FAR AS THE VoCo AND THE NORTH

VIETNAMESE ARE CONCERNED AND THEY HAVE APPROXIMATELY SOME

38,060 PRISONERS, THR TOTAL NUMRER OF PRISONERS INVOLVED IN
THE NORTH AND IN THE HANDS OF THF VoCo IS ESTIMATRD TO BE SLIGHTLY

OVER 2,000, SO THE SITUATION DOES RUN AROUND 15 TO i, OR IN
THAT GENERAL RATIO,
THE PRISONERS TAKEW BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE v.C.
HAVE NOT BEEN GREAT. WE HAVE TAKEN A GOOD MANY PRISONERS AND
WE HAVE PUT THEM UNDFR CONDITIONS THAT ARE SUPERVISED nY
THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS, THESE PRISONERS ARE HELD BY
THE SOUTH VIRSTNAMESE,
MR. SCALI: 1IF THEY GET 32,0074 PRISONERS BRACK IN
ONE FELL SWOOP, WON°T TMAT HELP SOLVE THEIR MANPOWER PROBLEM?
SECRETARY LAIRD: I JUST WANT TO MAKE THE POINT AS CLEARLY
AS 1 CAN THAT THIS IS A VERY FORTHRIGHT PROPOSAL, AND THE OTHER
SIDE; I DON’T BELIEVE, CAN CRITICIZE THE SINCERITY OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND OUR SIDE, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
AS WELL, IN MAXING SUCH A FAR=REACHING PROPOSAL AS FAR AS THE
PRISONERS OF WAR ARE CONCERNED, WE ARE CONCERNED AROUT HUMAN
BEINGS. WE WANT TO STOP TME KILLING IN VIETNAM:. ALREADY
IN THE FIRST NINE MONTHS OF THIS YEAR THE MORTH VIETNAMESE AND
THE v.C. HAVE LOST AROUND R6,822 MEN, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE
LOST ABOUT 3,808, WNOW, WE HAVE PROUGHT DOWN OUR CASUALTIES.

OUR AMERICAN CASUALTIES ARE LOW COMPARED TO WHAT THEY WERE WHEN WE
TOOK OFFICE AND THIS HAS REEN ONZ OF THE PRESIDEN’T ORJECTIVES,

TO REDUCE AMERICAN CASUALTIES AND REDUCE ALL CASUALTIES, ONE
CASUALTY IS TOO MANY, LAST WEEK WE HAD 38 AMERICAN CASUALTIES,
WHEN WE TOOK OFFICE AND WHEN I SRCAME SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND

SECRETARY ROGERS TOOK OVER IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT, THE CASUALTIES
WERE RUNNING JUST AROUT TEN TIMES THAT AMOUNT, THIS LAST WEEK

THEY AGAIN WILL PE UNDER FIFTY. THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT,
AS WE HAVE TURNED OVER THE COMRAT RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE FORCES

OF SCUTH VIETNAM UNDER OUR VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, AS THI1S
PROGRAF HAS MOVED FORWARD WE HAVE REEN ABLE TO REDUCE CASUALTIES,
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BUT THE PRESIDEN’T FIVE POINT PEACE PROPOSAL IS A PROPOSAL TO
BRING PEACE IN THAT AREA OF THE WORLD &ND TO STOP THE KILLING
IN THAT AREA OF THE WORLD,

SECRETARY ROGERS: MR, SCALI, COULD I ALSO SAY THERE IS
NOTHING AROUT PRESIDENT NIXON"S PROPOSAL TMAT HAS ANY CONDITIONS

ATTACHED TO IT. IT IS FLEXIBLFE, HE SAID THAT THIS IS A BASIS
FOR NEGOTIATION. ONE PART OF IT CAN BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT ACCEPTING
ALL. IF THERE ARE COUNTER PROPOSALS, WE WILL PE GLAD TO CONSIDER
THOSE,

A TOTALLY FLEXIBLE POSITION AND WE WOULD HOPE THAT IN VIEW
OF THE SERIQUSNESS OF THIS SITUATION, IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT
THE UNITED STATES PROGRAM OF VIETNAMIZATION IS SUCCEEDING,
WITHOUT ANY QUESTION, THAT THE OTHER SIDE WILL GIVE SERIOQUS
CONSIDERATION, AT LEAST IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS, TO THE PRESIDENI"S
FROGRAM,

SECRETARY ROGERS: NO, OUR TROOPS ARE NOT GOING BACK INTO
CAMBODI1A. PRESIDENT NIXON HAS MADE THAT QUITE CLEAR. WE
THINK THAT THE CAMBRODIAN ARMY AND THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY,
WORKING TOGETHER, CAN HANDLE ANY SITUATION THAT MIGHT DEVELOP
THERE. WE ARE QUITE PLEASED ABOUT THE SUCCESS OF THE VIETNAMI-
ZATION. WE ARE QUITE SATISFIED WITH THE FACT THAT THE COMBAT
ACTIVITY HAS LESSENED A GREAT DEAL RECENTLY, SO I DON°T BELIEVR

WE HAVE ANY PROBLEMS THERE, OBVIOUSLY THERE WILL RE UPS AND DOWNS
IF THE WAR CONTINUES, BUT WE HAVE TO KZEP IN MIND THAT THE

CONFLICT HAS LESSENED A GREAT DEAL IN TH® LAST YEAR. THE EHGAGE-
MENTS 4RE VERY MINOR§ VERY FEW OF THEM., AS THE SECRETARY

CF DEFENSE HAS SAID, OUR CASUALTIES ARE WAY DOWN., IN SOUTM VIETNAM
ITSELF 1 SAW A PROGRAM THT OTHER NIGMT INDICATING THE
TELEVISION PEOPLE WERE HAVING DIFFICULTY EVEN FINDING COMBAT
IN SQUTH VIETNAM,

MR, SCALI: SECRETARY ROGERS, YOU SAID IN YOUR NEWS COMFERENCE
ON FRIDAY YOU THOUGHT BEGINNING MAY IST RY AND LARGE THE
COMBAT AMERICAN OPERATIONS WOULD RE OVER, COULD YOU DISCUSS
iHAT A RIT FURTHER WITH US AND, MR. LAIRD, TOO, TO EXPLAIN HMOW THig
NEXT PHMASE THEN WORKS OUT?

CoIN T ; ‘ L 4 . - LR e IR AR ok RS 5 A TR
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