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Mr. RHODES. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
d pleased to have the opportunity to 

i ert in the RECORD the fine speech 

"n:.m,Der of 
REMARKS OJ' HON. 

Mr. Mayor, Congressman Fisher, Com~ 

mandlng General. General Critz of the 
Fourth Army, General Simler, distinguished 
men tn uniform who are guests of the 
luncheon committee this noon. 

I first want to express to you my deep 
regret In having to cancel out on my orig­
inally scheduled appearance With your Mill­
tary" Affairs Committee. It was originally· 
scheduled and then our Commander-in­
Chief, President Nixon, had some other 
Ideas about the Secretary of State and myself 
taking the trip with him to Europe. and for 
that reason the dinner was postponed until 
today. 

And I apologize for the inconvenience to 
your committee and to aU of you that bad 
something to do With maldng those arrange~ 
ments, I know how dimcult it is to make 
those kinds of changes. 

This is not my first visit to San Antonio, 
I have visited here before, but as 8. Member 
of Congress, I vIsited here on several occa~ 
sions and have been a guest at each of the 
mtl1tary Installations along with the ChaIr­
man of the Defense ApproprIations Com­
mittee, George Mahon. The last visit as a 
Member of Congress was in 1967. And prior 
to that we had visIted the installations 
along with congressman Piaher In 1965 &rid 
before that With Congressman Shepherd of 
Callfornta, the Chalrman of the MUltary 
Construction Commtttee, 88 we looked over 
some of the mtU~ry construction request~. 

For nine terms tn the Congress I served 
on the Defense ApproprIations Committee 
and on the M111tary Construction Commit-­
tee, &long wtth the Health, Education, and 
Welfare Appropriations subcommittee, and I 
know something about the development of 
the Army and the Atr Force tn this region, 
and the manner in Which this communIty 
has opened their arms and has welcomecte&eh 
succeeding group of enUsted. men and officers 
that have been assigned to these Important 
bases. 

I 

11 
V0 

My visit to San Antonio Is a most rewarding 
one for me because It Is my first v1s1-t here as 
Secretary of Defense. I was Inivted to your 
Armed Forces DInner and could not be pres­
ent and my high school classmate and now 
the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Robert 
Froehlke, substituted for me at that time. 

But I assured you at that time that I 
would come to San AntonIo on my first 
opportUnity. 

This opportunity gives me the chance to 
inspect the pilot project of our prorgam work 
wtth clvutan health omcials in applying the 
lessons we ha.ve learned in Vietnam, to the 
medical emergencIes we face in the UnIted 
States. 

As you may know, the laregst killer in the 
UnIted States of people of 37 years of age and 
under, the largest killer is highWa.y accidents. 
That Is why, as a. Member of Congress, I 
urged that we seek means to delivery timely 
medical assistance to trauma victims on our 
highways, -

I suggeated then. while serving In the Leg­
islative Branch of our government, that we 
expand the use of heliCOpters as an ambu­
lance to reach accident scenes in the cructal 
early minutes following an accldent. particu­
larly When the site la located some distance 
from a hospItal. When I became Secretary of 
Defense, I appotnted a group to work wtth 
the Department of Transportation and the 
Department of Health. Education, and Wel­
fare to establish a test program. This culmi­
nated in ProJect MAST. whIch was referred to 
in the intrDduction-Mill;ary Assistance for 
Safety in Traffic, and we tnitlated that pro­
gram right here in San Antonio last JUly. 
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Since -then we bave utended the :test pro- lD receD; years l.be AmeriC2.D people bave lng tor Den-defense ~rogra.zns in cons~ 
gra.m..to serve other .a.reas throughout the demanded. an i.ntoensiDed etIon by govern- dollars has lOcreased by lB.! billion doL. 
United Btat.e&. --and, as -of 11- o'clock thiJ; ment 1;.0 COpE! W1tb a Dumber 01 the llls that Thus, the GO-called. peace dIvidend 1D!" 
morning. October 8, 1970, the five MAST test trouble our societY. I need not run through domestic &eCtor bas alread}' resulted I.e 
sItes tbrougbout 'the United States have ca.t- that agenda or ma.lOt domestic tasks 4ll duced de1ense 6pending.:_· 

- Tied out.a total 01 9S m1ss1oris. moved 139 PIi- which conce.~ is gTOwlllC" . Reductions in .m.lllta.Ty -manpower m 
· ::t:lent.s:::and han lS811y1ng houn;; that have - It would include matt.ers 0: .higher prior- possible anotber1r&llSltion • .1.he tnmsltior 
~beeri utl.l.lzed.1n this tmportant progra.m.. :~-- -ity. of course--tbe Improvement of our .edu- ._ a .zero draft, a.nd ~- all;volunteer mliJ: 
:: --=We:nave.extended. ihe"te&t.program_to-tbese·· cabonal system, 6tTOnger actJon 1;0 curb the 'Service. ..:- .. '':'':''':-i::-~'--':-,;;·~':':-~>:::::-::';-:·'"-' , _ 
:';five.areas ana wr are "gOlng-to--c:Oiitlnuut this - --pollution, -ra.J.stng ille Ii-ring standard!'- 01 the - We are mcmng towatdS·.-.zero dra!t cal 
-:yiar::o;on ,.a"pUot ba.stS,;.z -Jook~forWari:1_:tb.ls . poor. reduction Df crime a.nd T1olenee.·and. goeJ -t.ba.t we h.op~ ~~.b"t-~iev~ by l~ 
'"afterooon "to meet1ng w1th~ -.aur belicopter the establishment of broader equal opportll- Inductions-ln 1970 are,a.t:a ne:w 6iI-year! 
, :resCue _groups, moot o! wh~ have '5erved in _nitles throughout the countr}. All of these - ll:l adc11tion --to ~the ~perSonnel reducti 
Vjetnam, and to receiTe an upda~d report~f ·tasks require spend1nI;' money as par:. Of tbe ~tb1n t.be 'Depa.Ttment-.:-of 'Defense, tt 

---the -i-esulbl of ,1.h1s test Program whIch bBS - prescription tor successful action_ ADd.ill have been concun-ent reductlotii in defer. 
100ked!SOJ1ToIn1slIlttbusfar:::,:- :-.. ;:,--,;:,-",_, , most cases, the amounts are consi~e.ra.ble. related 1nd~es_thi:oughOUt.~ natiO! 

:.:: ... :Today_· .... e meet here:1it.1hls']u_n~eOn at .a ::: "'Some have argued 1.hat the only way to get ...rea.lir.e. or course. "t~iI.t~e-&h11t trom a ~ 
"time-'m momentouS'transition. momentous the "Inoney 'Deeded '"for the 501utiOXl .of our ·time 1;0 a ~~ ~~Y. brings v;fU 
-tia.n.s1tlon-1D forelgIi.~n mlllt&ry; and In 'Cio: domestic problems 1& to take more away .trom certain inevitable probiems. ,and .jJ}ese pr 
·.mestic=pol1~Y-a.s'_1&T ~ ~.....,-o:?~td·.J.s'" ~-__ tb~ defense budget. and from l21ational sec:u- 1ems'-an Telt.rfgh~tllereiD.-Bari:AntoD1o. " 
-eerned.._; ~ "--_.- 5'-~ :",,:,~-:::--;~,:,,:::.,...:.:: -:.:;-".;,_";-__ .~-. ,So- -nty spendlng. ::. -; - - _ -- . _. - Let me ten"yo~ .-li&t:":we·are,girtng hi 

President 'Nixon' bU- CbaDged -the _ eoUr&e 'of It is pl&ln distortion of ..:fact. tQ argue' as priority to h~.:.th1s. ~~ -<:hallge tr-or: 
our--n.attan. O! many tr~~onS-~~ in..,proc- - $pm~ 40 that locreased defense spending over v:art1me to • .,Peacetime economy. We are. 

'ess., the most .basic and ~~~ ~e_ ~~ 1m-,_' the course .a1-t.he past few years bas gobb1ed lng-':to go_--1o~d~~an~O:~oUT' progr 
.pona.n..t in' my -v1_ew;_1.s,,~, :tra.nsltI~n .. ~o:m .. ,up "the maj~ part ~f ad.d.itlon~a1 go't"ernment of .helping .~eo."CO_~amt1C& ... &1rected by 
wa.r:t.o_pea.ce·.-.Tbe-N1I:on'Admln1stt&t1on-has '. outl&Jl>_"Those who_make tb.ls argumeJlt haVe _1ense.J"eductlon"'tOmeet~tse':prob1ems. ' 
Peen'.and nmatns' .corilm1tte4-1;O .. ~ihe :,IO_&l-oC---Zl.ot_1OO""kec:t carefully.at "the budget-as-1"ar.aS '.::.:- Wlthln -t.be"De.pmmeBi.~ Defense"'I_h 
--.c;ntev1ng"J~i~_~~~~,!~:-:~~$~.~_~e pUb1t~~.:u_..:cancenie4.;.-=:-.,~,<,::.:.!;~-,~·.·-_ &sstgried J:dgb':p~Drltift;o __ '::;i¥!-Jo:b_-U_-our I 

___ ::'_We'are a.l8o_--co~ ~:e~~-:;.~_-Even.-:c1~~e m1d:19~.:when. detense·--1ice of Econ?'"?'c~A4:f~!U~P.lch is-wo 
~ -.ground ·Com~at:mvf?~!e~t-~n:..:~~,.,--,!:utla.~ wer~,£fO.'w1n.g beca~ o1.the 1D.ereas.-. Ing 'W1th _co~~ty_-:Iead~!ii~ pe 

~--wa.r The .PresIdent's Vletnam1za£1o~. pro- _ JnB American InvC?lvement ~yjetnam.. 'pub~ of the country.,.:to':"1iel,ptliem mll.x1m1ze -: 
~gru:;; 'nst.ltutect~la.st:_~·ea.f ·~'~th:..lO=--bcmi,~c 'spendlng on non-defe~'''pUrposes 'In-' peacetlm~ 'poftent(il..:~!_~gi."'th!=numan e 
Jllement· aD4._:1s.1m_ .. -al~:t1v~ ~,--nejot1a-_. ~a.sed.,bY '~early_ three .t~ '.5 much' a.s "the material_Tes~'Jormel'JJ:--ded1cated 
--t~ons..: .Through .... Vlet~~l,on;.:.:~er~_C&D-.;-~. ~e. Spen~g far tS~ense.-Nevertbel~ ~'1n -,,~e!eIlSe -uses,.~-~.~~;;:~:i-; ::. ~. -

.,; mllitary forces o~ .vl_etn~ ~ _~te&dDJ"_~1ng ... ~, tbe Defense Department, have. ~ot heen. in .... : ... _ - We ':Wd~~ .. th~:p~}e~..:.ln_!olved, & 

,.reduced. trom tbe-"h1gh polnf :o!_authar~ '"""--"1IeD.Sltlve to_the strain on the t;up&yer when 1(e 1nten4~ _:eto. w"'bat-~·.caD -:to minim 
~.stie"qgth ~i M9~,~oo~~~"'t.-tbe~~,-th_e.-~._:ootb. ""defense and non-defense spendl.Dg are;_-the'-_ d1sru.pt1.0_~_:Pi#~~1i:,~:rmm~"t.hese 
~Pres1den" ,;'. ~~ ,~ce.:~:_ ~e .:::"~orlze": ~~creas.1ng. Ea.slng th&t strt4n_ w,- one of 'the. __ ductlollS,. ~'~.:!O!:p~ ~!-l~tlop.s and e: 
:.strengt.b_~ nO~_,bee~Ji:~_to S8{~OOO,-::.m06~ compelling reasons tor reducing ~e. _backs 1D" defe:nse-8Q:~ ____ far~·-as'we-ea.n 1n 1 
~ th1& ,troop -ce~ th,at,.w.n!_De. ~~e~ ~ - defense hudget as soon as this co~d be done present wor~_e_l~:~r-glYDent .:without exp 
week..-;-· _~ ":0-:' ,- :~. --, --~--,:_, t-..;. -:. -"-?'-'-~~,--:t~-:... ' .. -without -exposing our roa.tion_ to -unwanted lng OurselTes to1iD-.J1I!ldent rtskS:":~" '. ; 

'?" :By Dm sprlJ:ii ,it'w'Ul :be down;to 284.~,.:: r1sks as, far' _tiS Its na::Jonaf security and The reductIon Dt--a-ome~_'bmions doll 
·.~ .... pprorlniately-~ balf. _the ~ :!»f~ tb~~::t~~ '-:-.safety "r.e _concerned._ ''-' __ ~ .-.. ,~ _ -- ~ • made by" the ~o~.~o!-_ltepr~el;ltat1ves 
·,;.".bllUt_llP tn. VJ!;~ ... a~~~,~!,~~. Pr~~- _ . · .. Defense '!lending, ladies an~ gentlemen..' the de1ense_bUGget '8!.'!'U!'m:!tted by tbe } 
,_'dent-took 0fJice..~ ';:;:;"~_:-:"~..:;~-r:-'{,.-~:;'~'~-(~'-~_' has been cut signlfiea.ntly. Resources former- . mtnlstrat1on/by..a.ctlODJestenfayon the tic 
:---: :YeSterdaJ.-m.. "Par1i;-- Ambassaclor ::eruce __ -ly 'channelled. Into v.-ar have been freed -for"":.:or ,the.:lIcruse~7BePreseDti.tlveS;---Z belil 
:~and·:~ft.SS8.!l_ar .Ra~ib_ i~~~~D:-tl(e--~egC?tia:'\'tbe :~lat1on a1- domestic pTobleuia and. '1or~-- Iepres~t !#~~;if:,~,::8§. far.~ "1 
-tlngpt:a.ble. the .:hJ!ito~_-p~posaJs l"~ .p~ - 'other 'peacetime purposes. ADd.,we are today ~ sa.fet.Y. an~ ~~~..£.2!".:_:th-e~:~~~ted States 
~hich ... =-Presld~t" Nu::on,'--:ouU1I!e(l~_1ri b1s well along the pa:tta of the traIl\ition from a _ coneerne4",:-C:~?::-,,~:~·;_..;:2P~,;:;:.;.~:':' -;.. _ 

.- spee~1l.-on ~~n~y nlgh~ ~t is my fer~t· wart.:tme economy 1:.0 a peacetime economy," ._. _W~ In ~e_Unl~d .~~ m~ .n«:,'er -ch 
n9pe:_~&t-=.th~ oth,er- s1de.:~->-,eventually: _ The b.udget which _President Nixon pre- _.ow: eyes'u, :*h~,,_thr~a:r:_wh1c.b.~ our arm 
.:re~ontt' fa,!orabJy.:tC?-'~tb!! . .ne~ ~n1t1a.t1ve for _ Qnted to the Congress last February 'marked, forces must"bt. p~&red_;tO face:- I Applaus 
J)e~ and '_wW;._!&gree ,~-.a .. _ce~ ~ .In_ ~the '-an hIstoric change in our national priority.' That .thre&t?lIUi·'b~,~¢ed, The c 
.;1r:iJ..n]edia~' ___ IeJ:~e;.~_~~~!~=-D!_:~ar,. In the current fiscal year, for the first"'tlme I~. po5~t.io!! _ae~!.~~ttr:a,~~::to:~ _~d t: 
:.1i\p]llause.l .. ~~:1''''':f?-~'~'P::;';;'-'''F>-<;r~-''-:-=':''·';':' 21J"ears. ,de1e~ spending _Is no longer 1;be _' thre&t __ OOllt1n~~ ~ __ ~ ,far as "OW' cou 

-;. "LadJes_~g~J?;~em~.~-1 LX!n_~que~. _ blggest- -category~a1_ federal spending_ 'Th1s " ~ "1s. ~Dc~rned: and]: _he1i~vl!! "that 'tbe' 
• f10w trom_the __ ,:tra.~~o~~l""?~ ;..~_.Jo_,peace.-_' year; more.of "the Federal budget'"1s devoted - bUllon. add1t10~~~ut,"~~.:J:' wm reclaJ: 
~~, ch&nge"lJ:i:'~e .• ~~~o_~.:cOW::@e .~ulted_ to .h}lman resourCe programs .th,:ri. to.na: ,to the Un1t~(LS~~.sei?-a·te-~~~:~eek repJ 
,1n . .A __ 6harp (1eer.ease:_~..:..~mc:an ~ual~es. -tlO!lal securIty and.~ defense. The: first t:1~e sents &n Impr~~~,~t.::~~~_!~~~.o,U! .. secur: 
It: l?as _en&bled. __ US. ~.,,-l"ed~~ _su~~nt1ally 10 21. years. ' _ .' _ is concerned._ , ..... ~~'{ .. __ .;:-':'"",' ~.~ ;:; ._::-~ '-' _'-_ 

::-tbe ._num~ -of_ y~~n.g _men _~: ~e,_must_. ,_ This _year~'Jor the first time in ..21 years.- . in the P8.6t,_~ve.~ears_ 't.beSo:net Union 1; 
take.tnto mlllt~,se_::vtce- by \he ~aft. and defense spending is less than. 40 per-cent-'01°--'-gone forward and_'thls~t1!rea~'bas, 'been E 

~-u bas _~ermlt.ted,_ ~ .... ,to _move. fB't:Ward ·to· _ the total Federal -spending. _..:..,~ ., '. ___ ._:~ __ panding. I~ has expanded. It& B~ateglC oft"e 
~,wards ,iI. .zero dr&!t call and aD" .:all-,!,Ol,UD.: This year slightly more than .$1 out '01- .stve _forces _v;1tb:-~- .:rapI~_·'~D.d· a .perslste 
~teer :torce. This_ change 1':' course bas 'per- 'every '3 distributed by the Federal_treasUry:: m~entum:' AB,~ resu1t.::.l~ :h~--:-ach1~ved 
mltte~..us -to have the lowest· ~u&lt1es -at '15 being spent for defense.' _ .~~ '.- _-,: pOSltlo~ ~f ___ ~~~y .!'-_~~~~_ ~2..m.e . __ ~ases, suj: 

_any -tune lnthe last four and a_baH, yeara, This year for the 1irst time In over.20 riorlty; ,_c~ .. _ _ -:::·-;'_~"';.::o.:.;..i-.· . • -~ _ 
..;.IlL V1etnam,: This past .week thos=_ casu,altles -- jears. -defenSe __ expendltures are down'to ,7 -~. As one strikJng'e:z:~~le~,~e' Soviet Unil 
_'"!Ier_e aB .. One casualty1s t90 ~y~but when_:-_ per cenYof the Gross_National Product from 'b~ forged .head..-o1.~us-.til ~the -~umber . 
one stops_~ !eallze tba.t_ th~,c~?~tles 1n 0 the -9.6 per..cent 01 the Gross National PrOd- stra.tegtc_ 1and-based...Bll~es, __ <1?ur esttm,:' 

_"Vietnam. w~re running 8;t_ ~e l'8~ --m:..3OO:a:, -uet In 1968>:";~':'(~;""_~·; -<--_, ' :.-:: ':.:.. :_ ~- '.~~;:_ of the large. -moll51;J-0us So~~et S~9 IntI!: 
week when ~e, President too~ ol!ice aO<1-::..-_ The .reductions made tn'the defense budget- __ continental baJ!1sflc.m1ss1~_deplo.yed or u:: 
the,c&sualts rate thIs.,past week 'has~D ~Iargely~ were the results of the progress in aer,constructi,?n_ ~~n_1.ncre8.Sed. fr~: 
reduced to 38. I think thIs. tn, ~tsel1. '-! a. VJetnamization 1n turnmg over the ground some 230 ~'ye8I ag~ to more than. 800 tedl. 

_~5':1bstantial and -ran ImpC?rta.nt change, ,_in comba-t responsJb11lties and otber responsl- The So.net Union_p-owna.s some 28 Po~_ 
· dltection as_ J.u:.~,&& _ tb.~ !e~~;nstbgl,ty ?1·. b1litfes of the war In Soutbeast-AS1. t(fthe type balhstic missile S~~arines operatjo~ 
,A.merlean troops:--:--:---.·· .~',_ ~_- >,_ :>~,_:.>. J m1l1t&.ry forces Dr South VIetnam _ or under C()nst~tictlo?;-_~d. At present COl 
,J!,-pplaus~.l - _: ~ _ ,,_": _,;. ' _ _ ' As far as the war In Vletnam is concerned, litructJon rates. win exc-:ed our neet of n: 
,_0:0: ~e g~~~_ in Vietnam. -_~--,~r _-: ~-:-_~, _ . _ as it decreased,in intensity and as Am.er1~ Cle8.T,pOWere~.:~al~~iC, .~~IJ_e sUbmatll~ 

Our progress &0 far in the translt~on 1rom can participation declined as a result 01 . early In 1974. _" -:'_ ',~_C' -, o! -:-..: . -, _',;'- -__ - -:: 
- "i;a.r -to peace In Southeast Asia &.D.d from the the progress that_ we hat'e made wIth this' In contrast, our ;!8.tlob _?as not 1nCT~St 
-confrontation of the. past to tlle. ne-got!atlon p'o-·- ...... ' . ;"Y'=-~~" ~~ :... "'" ....... _ - udg- Jts force _level of st.ra~~_~ .o~e~'\·e, ~sl 
01 the future has enabled us to make slg- 'e· as lIgbtened. Tbe estimated full co f launcbers sin,?!! l.96~.,:_.:': __ -: ,0_: ,- .. ' :;,; 

nlfica.nt reducUons in defense spending. Our e "ar 10 VIetnam. was e29 bHlIon. in 1i.sca During this same pel1od. .• "the Sane' nni~ 
nation's economy 1s undergOing an'_ impor- year 1969. It was dccrea::;ed to about half ot has pus~ed the 6!Pelop~nt.;of 1:;;, :r.::';;'"f~. 

· tanl. ~t1on as :We ~ -manp~wer _and tl;lat cost ~tn this ~l year's bUdget, as we o:l'ensh·e. forces ~1b _'R. ~~~~r:~C1 ·';tll~ 
_other - productive, resources .;,tro~_ ,lItI;!', \0 end fiscal year 1~71. 5,hows no !iicu,._,:»!:~~c.,~!,:,: '_:, ;. 

- peace. "Ibls sh11t of resources makes-1t pas- Ile De"" , ... ; rms As Secretary ot £~r~.I:1nDtt!tlllt;tt~ ~ 
Sible for the nation to d~vote. Us elierg1~ to - or constant purchasing power v:as reduced the StrategiC _"Arnu. ~ -:n~ ".hl~ 

.. ~e ~lu.~o~ ~~,~,~~o~~~p'o'bl~~~_":""_-, _; ~_ moie ,~~ '17 bIllion 6ln~ .1968, spend:: resume J.n_~.!.Js~.~_\~: ~ ;a 'mnULh~ 
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on November 2nd-wlll result in success. We 
are striving bard to achieve that success, but 
I must also report to the American people 
tha t if these talks are not successful we will 
face some hard, tough decisions that ca'n­
not be delayed much longer if we are to 
assure the nation's safety and survival. 

There are other developments as well which 
heighten the threat of our security. 

The increasing naval capablllty of the So­
viet UnIon, its growing mUitary research and 
development program and the powerful con­
ventional forces of the Warsaw Pact In Eu­
rope and in Communist China and in North 
Korea are well to note. 

r returned last week from the Mediter­
ranean area where there Is visible evidence of 
expanding Soviet power. I commented there 
and I would repeat here to the San Antonio 
Chamber of Commerce that the expansion of 
the military power of the Soviet Union is not 
limited, however, to the Mediterranean. We 
have reported to the American public during 
recent weeks the increased naval and SovIet 
ft.eet operatIons in many oceans of the wotld, 
including the Caribbean. 

I know the people of this State, the State 
of Texas, I know that you wtth your long coast 
Une along the Gulf of Mexico are particularly 
aware of SovIet fleet activities in these waters 
even in the Gulf. 

We dare not let down guard as we strive to 
achieve an enduring peace throughout the 
world based on President Nixon's three pr1n~ 
ciples of partnershIp, strength, and a willing­
ness to negottate. 

In order to be successful, however, in ne­
gotiations, we must negotiate from a posItion 
of strength. [Applause.l 

That is why It Is essentIal that the Con~ 
gress approve the bare bones, rock-bottom 
budget requesta now pending for :Ilscal year 
1971, whlcl1 began on July 1 of 1970. Any 
major reduction in these requests will en­
danger our national security and our pursuit 
for peace. We have pared this budget to a po­
sitIon, and I know after serving 16 years on 
the House ApproprIatIons Committee that 
this budget has been pared and is a rock-bot­
tom, bare bones budget, and it cannot take 
the substantial reductions which were voted 
in the Congress Just yesterday. 

I say this in the light of the momentum 
whiCh the Soviet Union has developed and is 
maintaining in weapons procurement, In re­
searCh, and also in weapons development. 

Finally, and -most importantly, the safety 
and the securlty of our country wlll depend 
on the dedicated services of men and women, 
because the men and women are indeed th'e 
important asset we have, and more important. 
than any weapons. 

The defense of our nation requires that we 
ma.intain not only strong military forces, but 
also a. strong industrial base, and all of us 
in the defense community appreciate the 
effective contribution which the people of 
Texas have long made to our nation's 
strength. 

As a Member of Congress and now as Sec­
retary of Defense I have been aware of the 
great contributions to the national security 
which the people of this State have made. 
That Is why I Intend to do everythtng that 
I can to enhance the status, to enhance the 
prestige of the men and women who wear 
the uniform of this country. [Applause.] 

And that is why I am concerned about the 
welfare of the clvman defense workers, 
wllether they are employed by the govern­
ment or employed by defense industries. I 
know that there are some who believe that 
it is trite to say that In national defense 
people are our most precious asset, but I 
firmly believe this and want to close my 
remarks here in San Antonio with this 
thought: 

I want to l'ea1lirm. my pride in' and the 

responsibility which I have as Secretary of 
Defense for these people and for their fam­
Uies. These are the people who contribute so 
much to the national security and to the 
safety of the United States of America. 

Thank you. 


