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Mr. RHODES. Mr, 8peaker, I am proud

d pleased to have the opportunity to
insert in the REcorp the fine speech
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Mr, Mayor, Congressman Fisher, Com-
manding Qeneral, QGenseral Critg of the
Fourth Army, General Simler, distinguished
men in uniform who are guests of the
luncheon committee this noon,

I firat want to express t0 you my deep
regret in having to cancel out on my orig-
inally scheduled appearance with your Mili-
tary” Affairs Commlttee, It was origlnally
scheduled and then our Commander-in-
Chief, President Nixon, had some other
ideas about the Secretary of State and myself
taking the trip with him to Europe, and for
that reason the dinner was postponed until
today.

And I apologize for the inconvenience to
your commitiee and to all of you that had
something to do with making those arrange-
ments, I know how difficult it is to make
those kinds of changes.

This 15 not my first visit to San Antonio.
I have visited here before, but as a2 Member
of Congress, I vieited here on several occa-
slong and have heen a guest at each of the
military installations along with the Chair-
man of the Defense Appropriations Com-
mittee, Qeorge Mahon, ‘The last vislt ag a
Member of Congress was in 1967. And prior
to that we had vislted the Installations
along with Congressman Fisher in 1065 and
before that with Congressman Shepherd of
California, the Chalrmen of the Military
Construction Committee, as we looked over
some of the military construction regquests.

For nine terms in the Congress I served
on the Defense Appropriations Committee
and on the Military Construction Commit-
tee, along with the Health, Education, and
Welfare Appropriations subcommittee, and I
know something about the development of
the Army and the Afr Force in this reglon,
and the manner in which this community
has opened theif arms and has welcomed each
succeeding group of enlisted men and officers
that have been assigned to these important
bases.
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My visit to San Antonio 15 a most rewarding
one {or me because 1t is my first visit here as
Secretary of Defense. I was inivted to your
Armed Forces Dinher and could not be pres-
ent and my high school classmate and now
the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Robert
Froehlke, substituted for me at that time,

But I assured you at that time that I
would come to San Antonio on my first
opportunity.

This opportunity gives me the chance to
inspect the pilot project of our prorgam work
with civllian health officiale in applylng the
lessons we have learmed in Vietnam, to the
medical emergencies we face in the United
Btates.

As you may know, the iaregst killer in the
United States of people of 37 years of Bge and
under, the largest killer i1s highway accidents.
That is why, a8 & Member of Congress, I
urged that we seek means to delivery timely
medical assistance to trauma victims on our
highways, B

I suggeated then, while serving in the Leg-
islative Branch of our government, that we
expand the use of helicopters as an ambu-
lance to reach acoident scenes In the crucial
early minutes following an accldent, particu-
larly when the site is located some distance
Irom a hospltal. When I became Becretary of
Defense, I appointed a group to work wtih
the Department of Transportation and the
Department of Heslth, Education, and Wel-
fare to establish a test program. This culmi-
nated in Project MAST, which was referred to
in the introduction--Military Assistance for
Bafety in Traffic, and we initiated that pro-
gram right here in San Antonio last July.
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Since then we have extended the iest pro-
‘gram 1o serve other aress throughont the
TUnited Btates, -and, as of 1l- o'clock thile
mormning, October 8, 1970, the five MAST test
‘sites throughout the United Stetes have car-
" ried out.a tota] of 93 missions, moved 139 ps-
- Xients Aand have 138 fiying hours that have
'bee:i nutilized in this important program. -
= ~Wehave extended thelest program to’ l.heu
“five areas ALid we are golng Wmnﬂnuut 1his

“yéar=on .a_pllot basif 1 Jook “forward this

‘a.ft.ernoon t0 meeting with our helecopter
Testue grcrups. most af whom heve served in
Vietnam, and to receive an updated report-of
~the results of this test program 'whlch hes ~
. looked so_promlslng thus Tar:oon
&, Today we meet here =Bt ﬂals‘]unr_heon M. B
“Hme of momentous transitlun. mome.ntaus

I

tFansition'in forelgn,4n military, and In do- -

mestic po!licyras :u.r as -our muntry..ts cnn-
c.erned.

President ‘leon has chnngedth.e course oI'

ournnﬂan. Of méany transitions now in proc- °
‘ess, the most basic apd 1indeed the xpost im- -
_poriant in-my view, 15 ihe ‘transition Arom”

WAL 1o peace  The. Niron Administration” has .*

“been and remains wmmitted.tn Ahe
“achleving & Just peace mmetnnn'i}"-».
- *We'sre also -committed to-ending:

mn "ground “combatTinvolverient (10’ that
“war., The .P:esldent‘s Vietnl.mlmflon pro="
mm'instltubed last” yéar ‘is both” }.o"cani
_plement” and 45 =n alternative o Thegotis:
‘tionk.: Through Vietmmizntion; ‘American

080

. Tailitary Torces m Vietnam nré st.eadujr‘be!ng -

reduced from the High polof 67 authorized
strength of 549,500 ~roops at Abe-time the
- President - taol'.' office. <. The- Tsnithorized
Istrength ‘has ‘Tow been frimmed to 884,000,
: 't.hnt wﬂl'be an’ec‘bed th!.s

By meit sprh:\g it ﬁ‘u.l be down:t.o 281000
-approxiniately” hall the &izé of T the force -
“bulit up n Vletnam at the ﬁan.he Presi<
£l T T T L S,
P A S Y
Yesberdny.“'in Parls,' lmha.ssa.&or?B rhes
a.nd ‘Ambassadar Habib 1aid on the negotia-'
‘ung “table the historic, -proposals Tor penoe
‘which__President * Nifon “outlined >1in his
‘ speech on Wednr.sd.uy night. It & my fervent-
“hope that_ ihe "other sidé  will .eventually .
.Tespand’ Iavorahly toTthle new ’!n!t]athe for °
_Péace ahd Wil agreetonceusenrelnthe
1mmed.llte :ﬂeue -1l risoners-nf ~War,

‘Bow Trom_the fransition Irom war {o peace.
IThe change In-the Dations.céurse resulted

An & €harp decréase’in American’ casualties.

"It bas .ensbled us %) redu_ce submnth.uy
—the number-of 'young men that we must .
tnLe Into” military, serﬂu by the draff, ang

Cit has perm.u.bed ug . to. move. !orwa.rd ‘o<,

“wwards & xero draft call snd en aﬂ—vo!un-
“teer Torce. This chenge In course "hat per-
‘mitted a6 to have the lowest. casualties at
.any time in the last four and a balf FCars
Jn Vietnam.. This past week those casualties -
were 38. Ong casualty 1x to0 mn.ny, but ‘when --

“on€ stops _to realize that the casualties in

. Vietnam were running s’ the nt.e-nf 300 -
"week when' the President’ took _office | AR
_the casualty rate -this past week 'h.as’been
reducad to .38.'I ihink thig ‘in Ttself, ig =
" substantial and &D important chnnge Tin -
"direction as far A5 the responsibl:llty Df
Amerlcan t:roops— .
[.n.pplauae1 :
_On the ground in Viemam A '
our progress 50 far In the trnnsition from ~
" war to peace In Boutheast Asig and Irom the
confrontation of the past to r.he negot!atlon

of .the future has enabled us to make slg-,

nificant reductions In defense spendlng Our
nation’s economy s u.ndergoing &0 impor-
.tent iransition as we shift manpower and
.other “productive  resources _from war 1o
" peace. This shift of resources makes it’ pos-
£ible for the nation to devote its energles -
‘t»he solut.lon or many domatlc‘_problems - -
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£lc ‘spéending on” non-derense purposes in-’

October i,

ing for pen-defense -PrOET&ms in cons:

g

1p receni years Lbhe Americen people have
demanded &n intensifed effort by govern- dollars has increused by 184 billion dol
ment 1o cope with 8 number of the $lis that Thue, the sc-called peace dividend for
trouble our sociers. I need not run through domestic BecLOr has a.lrea.d}' resulied m.
- that agenda of major domestic tasks 4n  duced defense tpending. -
which concern is growing. Reductlons in mill manpowev- m
It would include mstiers of higher pnor- possible another transition, the transitior
11':;' 0! course—the improvement of our edu- _ g gero draft n.nd .-a.n all volunt,eer mil:
[ cational sysiem, sUOnger action 1o curb the gervice. ARTN S
.“pollution, raising the liring standardes of the -. We are moving tmmrd.s & zaro dra.rt, cul
Ppoor. reduction of crime and violence, end goa.l ‘that we hope £an .be l.c.h.l.cved by 1t
the establishment of broader equal opportu- Inductions in 1070 are n‘Lx new glx-vesr !
-nities throughout the country. All of these — In eddition “to. -the _pergonn# reducti
“tasks require spending money as par: of the within the Department - qf ‘Defense, tr
prescriptlon far successful ection. And in  have been concurrent reductions in defer
mast cases, the BMOUNLS mre considerable. related industries throughout‘t.he netior
- Bome have argued that the only way to get —realire of course - thntﬂ;he shift from & w
‘the money meeded Tor the solution .of our -time to s Ppeacetime mmy brings witl
domestic problems )5 Lo take more away from certain inevitabls problems, ‘and these pr
the defense budget, and :rom naﬂonn.l secu-.- Jems are Telt :i_ghthereln San'Antento.
Tty spending. =< - ©  Let me tell you whet we aré _Eiving hl
It is plailn distortion ofiact to argue 85 priorlty to In thiz Imporiant chenge fror
somE do that increased defense apendmg over wartime to a_pea::etime > econemny. We ere.
the course of the past few Tears has gobbled 1ing-to go—.forwa.rd:a:nﬂ eXpand our’ progr
up the major part uf additionsl government of helping the- communities afected. by
outlays. ‘Those who make this argument have ._:ense.reductlon‘m meef-these  problems.
T -not_Jodked carefully &t the Jbudget u1-.r .n.s I Within the‘Depmmenlm Defense I h
“the puhuc sector ds-concerned. ;- .. _ assigried .high prlor!.ty,ﬁo‘:he_,)o‘b'uf our 1
‘Bvenduring ‘the mid- -1860s, when derense “fice of Ecanomic’ Agustment:\ﬁhich is wo
nutlsys were gmwing bec;uae of the increas-

ing with community Jeaders 40 man
Jng Arierican lnvcﬂvement m‘v.ietnam. pub-.. orgl.he country” to"tgelp“themh ulm{zf :
peacetime potentifl-of -bgth the humen s
.the materin} nsonrcs,torme{ly declicat.ea
defense usesn 2%
- We understand the;prﬁblems !nvolved 8
_we intend ‘to ‘o What-we can -to minlm

creased -hy ‘nearly. three timés as much' us
the spending for defense. Neverthelmweln
the Defense Departinent, have not been’ in~"%
'-un.sitive to_the &train on the u:plyar when’
" both defense and non-defense spending are | t.he disruptions “thit " stem - from “these
Increasing. Easing that straln wes ane of the ductions. The plannad Arductions and c
“most compelling reasons for reducing the’ “backs in'defense o ‘As !n.rns we -can 1p §
defense budget as s00n as this could be done present world enﬂronment without exp
- withoul - exposing our cation to unwanted ing ourselves to‘imprudentrlsk!:
risks as far as s na:.lon.n.l securl:y and The reduction ofzometwobmions don
sa!et.y were concerned. . msade by the 'Huuse T61, Representanves
Defense snending, ladies and genﬂemm, the defense budget’ ns-submltted by the 2
" bas been cut significantly. Resources former- ~ ministration; /by action; _]'!.Etef(fa.y on the B¢
-1y channelled intc war have been freed .for. of “the’ Hm'—:‘!fmrmnﬁﬂ“-ﬁ’f belic
-the solution of domestic problems and “for_ - Tepresent an Impriident-HeX as far.as 1
“other peacétime purposes. And, we nre today  safety and s mmU of “th United States
well along the path of the trangition from & | EERe TR
wartime eéconony to & peacetime eoonomy‘ ..-We In the U d"Suts must .never cle
The budget which President Nixon pre- _ ou: eyes “ta the thrut whic.h ‘our arm
_&ented to0 the Congress last February marked _ " forces must b pr:pand 10 Tace’ [Applaus
80 historic change in our national priority..  That threet has not :diminished. The ¢
. In the current fiscal year, far the firsttime in ;:vosmou seems; ta-oonunue to-grow and t

= '; 21, yeare, defense spending i no longer the - threat Contiriies 15 grow as far asour cou

blggest categorjr ©f federal spending. “This .. try 18 concerned l.nd'l beneve that’ the -
year; more of the Federal budget 1s devoted - billlon additional cul_ :wm::h I will recla
% human resource programs than to na- to the United Sﬁ.tesﬁenate Text Week rep:
tiona] se-cu.rlty and to de!ense 'I‘he ﬁrst tlrne ” sents an imprudent rlsku 14 ur secur
in 21 years. . 3 is concerned.: e
* - This _year for the first time In .21 _vea.rs, “In the past nve yea.rs the-Sovlet Unlon l:
defense spending is less than 40 per cent” of “~gone forward and -this’ _threat has ‘been ¢
%he total Federal spending. . _panding. It has expnnded Ats strategic offe
This year sHghtly more than ax out o:— “Eive forces %1tb " rapid “and’ a persiste
every 8 dlstribut.ed by the Federal tmasu_ry momentum.” A . a “result ~1t. has achieved
“is being spent for defense. . poslt.lon oI _pa.rlty
- This year for the first Hime m over 20 . riority. T =%
_yeara, defense _expenditures are down -to..7 = AS one shrik.lng exa.mple ?.he Sovier. 'Eni«
- per cent'of the Gross National Product from “bas forged shead of “us- {fi ‘the number
the 9.6 pér .cent or the Gm Nauona: Prod-’ strategic land-based mls.sﬂes Our estims
uct In 19682 -of the large, monstrous Scwlet 559 inte
The uducuum made m me derenu budget continental balllstlc missile deployed or w’
uu-gay were the results of the progress 4n - “Qer_ construetion. ]u.s‘been Increased frg
Vietharnization 1n turning over the ground some 230 & _Feal ago to more then 300 wdu
tombat responsiblilities and otber responsi- The Soviet Union ‘now has some 28 Polarf
‘bmt!es of the war in Soutbeast- Asia to the type ballistic missile submarines operatwn
'military forces of South Vietnam. - or under constriction:- nnd At present co
", ASYar as the war In Vielnam is concerned,. &Wuction rates,” will ‘exceed our fieet of no
as 1t decreased In intensity and as Ameri-. clear-powered 'bnmstic m:lss!le submarm
can’ participation declined as a resuylt of _early in 1974, - T e
the p:ogress that we hav.e made with this' . In contrast, our mtlob Ibas not LDCTE.’ISI
: ] ; us budg- Its force level of st.rat.eg‘lc oﬂenshe m.ssi
s lightened The estlmated full co launcbers since 1865, ;-7
During this same per od ‘Lh.e Sm'u:i ‘[Init
has pushed the ﬁ:nelopm:nl o e o
offensive forces wrLh & Inoaes H
shows no sign of; s._mben.lng Y ’ 1
As Secretary of Celenes, 1 ntestl uu,u u:.
the Strategic Armm ]mnttz'unn “Tilhe w:hig!
Tesume .in Helslnk:l l:n'h-.ss L":nn .n mnul.hi

n.'- ST

year 1869. It was decreased ‘to about half of
that cost in this fiscal yenrs budget as we
end fiscal year 1971.

ETIns
of consta.nt PUrchasing power was reduced
- by mofe than §17 hillion since 1963, spend-
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on November 2nd—wliil result in success. We
are striving hard to achleve that success, hut
I must also report to the American people
that if these talks are not successful we will
face some hard, tough decisions that can-
not be delayed mtch longer f we are to
assure the nation’s safety and survival.

There are other developments as well which
heighten the threat of our security.

The increasing naval capability of the So-
viet Union, its growing military research and
development program and the powerful con-
ventional forces of the Warsaw Pact in Eu-
rope and in Communist China and in North
Korea are well to note.

I returned last week from the Mediter-
ranean area where there 18 visihle evidence of
expanding Soviet power. I commented there
and I would repeat here to the San Antonio
Chamber of Commerce that the expansion of
the military power of the Boviet Unlon is not
limited, however, to the Mediterranean. We
have reported to the American puhlie durlng
recent weeks the increased naval and Soviet
fleet operations In many oceans of the world,
including the Carihbean,

I know the people of this State, the State
of Texas, I know that you with your long coast
iine along the Gulf of Mexico are particularly
aware of Soviet fleet actlvities in these waters
even In the Gulf.

We dare not let down guard as we strive to
achieve an enduring peace throughout the
world based on President Nixon's three prin-
cipies of partnership, strength, and a willing-
ness to negotiate.

In order to be successful, however, in ne-
gotiations, we must negotiate from a position
of strength. [Applause.]

That is why it i3 essentlal that the Con-
gress approve the bare bones, rock-bottom
budget requestsa now pendlng for fiscal year
1971, which began on July 1 of 1870, Any
major reduction In these requests will en-
danger our national security and our pursult
for peace. We have pared this budget to a po-
sition, and I know after serving 18 years on
the House Appropriations Committee that
this budget has been pared and is a rock-bot-
tom, bare bones hudget, and it cannot take
the substantial reductions which were voted
in the Congress just yesterday.

I say this in the light of the momentum
which the Soviet Unlon has developed and is
maintalning in weapons procurement, in re-
seatch, and also ln weapons development,

Finally, and most importantly, the safety
and the security of our country will depend
on the dedlcated services of men and woinen,
because the men and women are indeed the
important asset we have, and more important
than Any weapons.

The defense of our nation requires that we
maintein not only strong military forces, but
aiso a strong industrial base, and all of us
in the defense community appreciate the
eflectlve contribution which the people of
Texas have long made to our nation’s
strength.

As & Member of Congress and now as Sec-
retary of Defense I have been aware of the
great contributions to the national security
which the people of this State have made.
That 15 why I intend to do everything that
I can to enhance the status, to enhance the
prestige of the men and women who Wear
the uniform of this country. [Applause.]

And that Is why I am concerned about the
welfare of the civilian defense workers,
whether they are employed by the govern-
ment or émployed by defense industries. I
know that there are some who belleve that
it is trite to say that in national defense
people are our most precious asset, but I
firmly believe this and want to close my
remarks here In San Antonio with this
thought:

I want to reafirm my pride in and ihe
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responsibility which I have as Secretary of

Defense for these people and for thelr fam-

ilies. These are the people who contribute so

much to the national security and to the

gafety of the Unlted States of America.
Thank you.



