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i Dear Mr, President; : : .o

} j On this day after my reelaction I wiph to réopen‘our dialogue -
l I*lbout the draft agreement to end the warT,. ah T e
. . :

-II must firet of nu“expreuAmy deep dic-l'a‘ppointme:-lt‘ we?’-wh.nt s -

51 consider to be a dangefoun drifc |n the relationship botween :1 P
i _lour two countries, a tendency which can only uwndercat gur .
W mutual objectives and benefit the enemy gyYour continuing . <
/distortions of the agreement apd attacks Gpon it are unfair
/. and self-defeating., These Bave peralatéd despite our numers’
7 jous representations, including my October 29 letter to you,"
. iThey have been disconcerting and highly embax.-r';isl‘ng gp'mg,"~-"
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:In my ﬁrevioua communicatons, and in the 'preulé;nut.l__qqn"n_.'. R
iDr. Kissinger and Ambassador Bunker, we ha_vé‘"z-"epehtgd_iy';_.j|.._-‘\,'

“explained why we consider the draft agreement ta be nqi:.nd;‘___;

'we continue to belleve that |t reflects major concessions by -
;the other aide, protects the independence of Sou .,_ygq;tlm. .
-and leaves the political future to the South Vietnamese people -
‘themeelves, You are fully iriformed as well about the mas- "
'slve resupply movement that is underway to strengthen your ..
‘{orcea before a ceasefire. ] have repeatedly given firm . .
guaranteea against the posalbllity that the agreement a8 vio- )
‘lated.’ ] bave offered to meet with you saoon after the agree- =
-~ .ment ls signed to symbolize our continning support, “Twill . . "
'not recount here the numerous arguments, explanations, and- L
‘undertakings that have been made. They all remain valld, - T
In the light of this record, the charges made by solne of your ..
/as.udltea are becoming more and more incomprehenaitle,

We are In any event resdlved to proceed on the basis of the

¢ ¢f draft agreement and tho modifications which we are deter- )
mined to obtain from the North Yietnamese whickGuiceral I
Halg will discuss with you, With regard to these cl;nngeql!.n S
the agreement, I wish to make clear what we';l_g‘mq_ggngg/' v
r r P " '. k .I-.“? - ' . B 1: i A' “ ,‘
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I the Vietnamese tranalation of the phrade "administratiye gtruce

I
f
'l
i 1‘ " and we will do cur utmost to see that the phrase *hanh chanhv
f
!

+ - introduce wording at the end of Artjcle 9(h} which stipulates that . i}
.} . troops shoulgbe demobilized on a one-to-one basis and that they -
- * = . should returfto their homes, , .. = - . -0 D LT
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f/;q@e.!ﬂdochlnese states,

i .~ possible of the changes in wording your government su
7 which are of a more technical pature, - . i,
N h ‘ _

JF'thlt we can or will go beyond theee changes in seeking to im- Co
' proTe an agreement that we already consider to be excellent, I
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' ture' to make even clearer the fact that the National Couh;ﬂ_. T 3, :

;.18 subatituted. -In Article 9(f) we will also press for a sentence

"¢~ ®qually by both sides. .And in‘Article 9g) we wiil attempt to -
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== With respect to the political provisions, we will weaken' i ;-

i

ia in no waya governmental body. ' As you know,  we never . R
agreed to the North Vietnameae use of the phrase "chinh quyap:',_- z

that makes clear that ths memberahip of the Council is appointed |

‘dilute the already weak functions of the Councll. -In any' event, -
88 we have explained to'you oh numerous occasions, it is obvicus
that the Council has no governmental sathority, . i o ¥l

“= With reepect to North Vietnamese forces in Bouth 'Vietn,
we will treat this problem in two ways. _ First,. we will press for
the de facto unilateral withdrawal of ome)North Vietoamege - " .

- divislons in the northern part of your country, ' Sgcondly, 'we 'will .

. == With respect to the déxﬁuiuriie:d‘ppn'e," wa ‘wm pf-
- Chapter V for language that says it will be _rg-pecg'é'd'br the
parties, - 1S SR U TE ot o
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== In Article 15(d) we will Inaist on deleting ‘the Inadye:
tuting’ i«

. Teference to "three Indochipepe &£puntries” and 'lub_i;ﬂ
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- In addition, we will do..om" de'é' to obtain & m.n-y f .

We will use our maximum efforts to effect ﬂle:ae.cﬁi;g'e'i‘l._l'\ ) o
the agreement. [ wieh to leave you under no Ulusion, however, -

It seems to me you have two essentlal cﬁolcg.._' Yon cpqu n..;'.. Loy
-tha public support your recent actions have mibilized to clalm '
the military victory the agreement reflects and to work In -
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: uiuty with yéur strongeat ally t-q iu-ing about a pouﬁc;l .

{ ‘yours, _ :

. ¥ictory for which the conditipns exist. Yoo could take the ' - .
political and peychologica] initiative by hailing the settle-~" s
ment’ and carrying out itg Provisions in a positive fashion, . .
In this case I repeat my invitation to meet with you shortly = -
after the signature of the agreement, in order to underline - :
our continued'cloge cooperation, ' : . VS

The other alternative would'be for you to pursue what appears

to be your present course. In my view this would play into )

the hands of the enemy and would have extremely grave coneo-

.quences for both oy peoples and it would be disaster for . .

“Mr, President, I would like you to tell General Haig if we can | .

coafidently proceed on this basis. We are at the Point where

' 1need to know unambiguously whether you will join ua in the -,

effort General Haig in golng to outling or whether we must’
conternplate alternative courses of action which | balieve

 would be detrimental to the interesats of both of oyr countries, ‘\ -

to be done, and we beliove joint' US-GVN task forces should ]
begin working together so that we will be in the best possible =

| position to implement the settlement,
! . -

- alliess Our alllance has brought us toa position where the

. Achieyements have been based on mutual trust, -ty
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. Hil Excellency = -

ment woulﬁaufy; It is my intention to builg on theee accom- ,
lishmenta, I would like to work with yoy and your goverament

fn my secofd térm to defend freedom in South Vietnam In ..

peacetime ag weo have worked during my Lirat tern:_; to dgfgll_d e

in conilict,

In four years you and I have been closs personal and military B

. said were impossible four years ago. Ouyr alliance and its

ou will - =

_enemy {a agreeing to conditions which any objective obssesar £

give me ,ciontinuod trust, together we shall succeed,

_'-, Sll'tcere.ly,!':; -
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Nguyen Van Thieu o eEnn
 President of the Republie of Vieh_un; o

Saigon -




