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FOREWORr 

In 1973. aiter the Cease Fire Agreement on ending the w"r and restoring 
peace in Vietnam was signed by a.ll parties concerned in Paris. mlny 
political observers realized clearly that the Vietnamese Communist ran". 
were strongly agitated to lead to a serious disorganization In their clan 
unable to advance before the fierce and protra,.-ted resi stanc-e of the Army 
Of The Free South Vietnam. 

The great world event! in recent months have brought serious disadvantages 
to the Communist plana for activities and have created series of diHkult 
problems that have in' reased the confu_ion of Vietnamese Communist leaders 
who bave been unable to cor, ectly and effectively explain .. the contradictions 
for the -'nowledge of their subordinates_ The effect of the conni t between 
Tbe Free World and Tbe Communist Clan haF appeared more and more 
clearly: Finally the Communists will be defeated in tbe Psyw"r due to their 
invasion plot aimed at dominating tbe whole world-

An evident proof is that in SVN, a great number of Communist elements 
left their ran~s to ,choose freedom. 

These freedom see.<ers belong to different social strata: a great number of 
released V. C. prisoners as"ed the permission to stay and live in the RVN 
not to be handed to the other site, another number of Communist. ris«ed 
their lives to cross the frontier of Cambodia to survit'e in the Free South 
Vietnam, another number in the circle of writers and artists promised with 
one another to collectively rally to the Nationalist Government. A great 
majority of these freedom aee«ers were former cadres having important 
fune tions in the Communist ran" •. 

Each freedom see .. er had a different past. But generally spea.dng, they 
had to live in a common tragic play, a type of nigbtmare in the hermetL"lIy 
closed Communist Hell with daily suffocative atmosphere. Tbat tragic play 
had following characteristics: 

(l) Communists can never win in both the military and polltical fields 
In SVN. 

(2) The Incredible sacrlflces The Party has forced the NVN people and 
army to bear become useless, irrational and Inhuman when everybody 8eee 
and feels only a sinister (uture 



(3) Supposing that Communism meet with EU cess to build the 
eocialist regime under wbkh all people have been totally impoverished 
q8 in NVN, where is the real purpose of the struggle? 

'Through the "'onfidence of 12 freedom seeker. we h.ve ,arefully 
collected, we bope that our reader. will clearly and deeply understand 
the immense bitterness and despair and fear of persons that have erroneously 
lost more than a ball of their lives that has been the common denominator of 
the common tralic play in which the People are Poor Victims. 

The Pilblisher 



LE HUYEN 

Confidential Feelings 

Photog r apb 

LE HUYEN. alias LE THANh TU'\N Movies Picture Producer. V.C. 
Studio. 5th Inter-Region. Member of Tbe Propa,anda-Tralnlng Section. 
5th Inter-Re,ion (Pbu Yen. Da Nan,. PielKu. Kontum. Ban Me Tbuot. 
born on 1 April 1930 In Hue. bavlng wife + 2 cbildren. ,raduated from 
Tbe Soviet Mevl.u Picture CoUege In the Brancb For Sta,e-Mana,er 
1960-1964. 

LE I-!UYEN entered the Communi.t Propa,anda Group In February 1948. 
The Party in 1949. Infiltrated into the South in January 1968 to be arrested 
on Z5 November \969 at Than, Binh District. Quan, Tin Province by the 
RVNAF 

Oa Z5 March 1973 at 10.00 A. M .• on the Bien noa Air Field. 210 
Vietnamese ComIDllnlat war prisoners. after relea.ed by the RVN Government. 
cried fearfully wben ,uided to tbe belicopter. to be banded to the Communist 
side later at the relea.e point accordin, to the elau.es of tbe Parie Agreement. 
They nercely denied the advance. firmly rejected the invitation to etep into 
the plane. and lnlilteutly aSked the permlnlon to atay and Uve In the Free 
South Vietnam. They wanted to renOUnce the Communiet re,lme determinedly. 

Their attitude made pubUc opinion in Vietnam and forel,n countries 
totally agitated. ADd I wal one amon, thou 210 freedom eeekers. 

My. elf. I erroneously sacrificed more th .. n a half.pf my Ufe for Tbe 
Party and The Commllnist regime. I desire to ule these lines to relate 
my confidential feelin,s and tbou,hts du ring tbose unforgettable days in 
succe •• ive ups and downs so as to expose one part of deep reasons tbat 
motivated me to Buddenly and boldly riSK my own life to cbooss freedom 
on Z5 March 1973. the memorable day wben I stepped (rom the Red Hen Into 
tbe Free Para.dhe. 



The 19 August 1945 Revolution occurred noisily. brilliantly. tumul­
tuollsly with waves and waves of demonstrators when I was a young pupil 
of the Viet Anh Bleh School (now Nguye';- Trl Pbuolt,fHigh School) in 1";ue. 
In the very age of beautiful dream liKing adventuroue activities that led 
me to the Viet Minh Teenager Group con.ldered by adults at that period 
as REVOLUTION ARY ORGANIZATION defeating French imperialists and 
expelling Japanese ageres80ra to preserve Independence and Freedom for 
the people. Truly apeaKinl. at that moment I had not to bear any damages 
created by those Freach and Japanese and 1 wa. still unable to understand 
the reai meaninl and r~ of the so-called National Independence. 

In 1946. the Freach troop. recaptured hue City. Viet Minh cadres 
haateaed to flee. At that very moment I was a 1I"i80n agent in tbe ranl<. 
of a Combat SelC-:::iuard Unit. I had to follow my parents to evacuate to 
the vicinity of the city thea to Quanl Tri Provlace where unable to bear 
more mlserle. and hardship. my parente and reiatives firmly returaed to 
nile to live ia the areas controlled by the French allthoritie". A. a Com­
munl8t liaiaon agent I dared not follow my family to avoid possible punish­
ment. of the French troop.. My survival road was relllctantly leaving my 
pareate to go to fight In the Viet Minh war zone. 

So, 1 participated ill the propalanda activities. following the Paywar 
eotertainmeot group to sial, cry. perform plays and compose poems. .. to 
Ilrge the mas. to resist against the French Colonists to protect villagee 
and preserve iadependence. I worked for the propaganda alency then for 
the Security Service III letters aad arts. 1 became more and more enthusiastic 
la improving my profeuion I had to overcome perUs and hardships to be praise, 
as "hero". Due to thls reason In 1949, when the Iadochiaa Commllnlat Party 
waa rapldly ealareed aad relaforced, I was accepted as a member. Year 
alter year, I etlldled and analysed the history of the Communist Party, I 
was able to underetalld that the ahoYe ealareement and reinforcement of 
The Party aimed to ,ather and control the neutral oscillating elements as 
the bourg_I. llIotenectllal. lirst to hel,hten the prestige of The Party and 
.ecoad to offer the "OLORY" cover to the neutral oscUlating elements 
meatloaed abo"e so that they had the madneu to rush themselves to the 
.trv.lIle fur_ce. At that period. la the military aad civilian orgus of 
The Party, a ,reat majority of Importaat function. were sel.ed by the above 
nelltral oacillatln, eleme.tI. 

Before enterlftl The Party we were promlaed by reaponslble cadres that 
we mi,ht enjoy complete eqllallty re,ardle8s of differences In social daIS 
In the .niver.al world. All world people would be con.idered as members 
in a ,reat family. There would be neither poo r nor rich persons. Each 
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individual might enjoy happiness with satisfied requirement.. W hat a 
marvelous paradise! What a perfect ideology! All persons smiled 
happily. Myself I was totally attracted by propaganda cadres. 

But the contradictions more and more terrible appeared 900n .... 
I was frightened by diverse political reorienhtion meetings to reform 
thoughts of party-members organized In accordance with the "experiences" 
of ChIC OM. a brother socialist country. I was more frightened when in 
those "political reorientation meetings" I was taught that The Party was 
The Party Of Workers And Peasants and that other social elemenh following 
The Party'. policy line Ihould reform their thoughts through an extremely 
long and painful process. On this basis. the political reorientation meetings 
seemed to turn the sharp attack. point into me. I was suspected by teaching 
cadres for having "rebtlves" aud "famlly" living in enemy controlled areas 
and having peace-loving thoughts as well as attempt to rally to the enemy 
aide. I was considered a8 an element having the desire to flee to the French 
controlled zone and the courage to read the leaflets dropped down by French 
pilots. I was mercilessly accused of having weak.. romantic thoughts. 
desiring to let relatives live under the French control. having not a clear 
cut hatred toward Imperialists to have still the joy to receive money from 
family. I was obliged to stay In a jungle of the "Ba Long" war zone. Quang 
Tri Province for nearly two months to be daily accused as so. I became 
extremely confused and fearful. 

After 15 days of "repentance". sitting correctly to note the mistaKes 
in accordance with the above concept In mauy pages of paper. I was told 
by guiding cadres that 1 would be aeelsted by them to reach progress. 
Llk.e a person nearly drowned seizing a bamboo c~ne. I merrily accepted 
their Buggestlon and promised: 

-I wOlild have a clear-cut hatred toward imperialists by clltting off all 
familial relations and by denying money sent by my parents to me. 

-I wOlild write Psyop letters to summon my younger brothers and 
sisters to leave the French controlled zone (or our "War Zone". 

-I would swear that I would be falth(ul toward The Party by accepting 
all activities and missions re,ardleu ol perils. by sacrificing my own 
lIle for The Party. weeding out bad. bourgeoh thoughts In a strict manner. 

-I would never have romantic love but obey the order of The Party 
whenever building my own family with the girl that I love. 
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Now every time thinKing of the last day when I wrote those confession 
lines to reach progress, I feel that I was no longer myself. V!:y conscience 
mistreated me and my thoughts m .de my mind ter ribly '<gitated. My 
sufferings were beyond my Imagination, the imagination of a 23 year youth. 
At last I was obliged to follow The Party completely though this surrender 
was not olncere and Innocent as at the beginning when I entered it. I had 
germs of suspect and the sin complex. I also feel that my younger brothers 
and sisters In hue were really wise not to follow my "mistaKen" appeals, 
Ah! if not, my repentance will become eternal. 

The 1953-1954 war wae extremely terrible to end at nen Bien Phu front. 
My enthusiasm in Psywar entertainment activities along with my colleagues 
helped me partly forget the spiritual crish created by the 1954 political 
reorientation meetings. 

In i954, Peace was restored on the whole Indochina peninsula, I 
erroneousiy thought that my life became better and better. But unexpectedly 
my country was divided into Z parts. In QuaDg Tri Propaganda CeDter I 
w"s taught that a ge~ral election would be organized two years later so 
that we might return.the native place Crom the North. This was only a 
temporary division. The FreDch troops had to withdraw. I had to temporarily 
forget my ardeDt desire to meet my reiatives agaiD after many years of 
separation to struggle ID the Resistance raDi(, I regretted much for sweariDg 
to follow The Party. Just at that very momeDt I was consoied by the promise 
that after reaching the North I would be trained more in letters and arts to 
become highly instructed artiat. So, once again, I dared to have the courage 
to disobey the advice of my father and reject his demand to have a rendez-vou8 
with me in Quang-Trl Province before going to the North. Due to this un­
grateful denial I was praised by The Party for havinl "clear cut separation" 
with Imperialists Alas! When I write theee confidential lines, my beioved 
and poor father is sleeping eternally underground in hie Irave bullt in 1968. 
Daddy! I sincerely hope that YOllr sacred and geneous BOuVis pleased to 
forgive me, your ullgrateful Ion. Daddy! please, understand me • 

• 
• >I< 

III the North, from 1954 to 1959 I worked for the Communist 4th Region 
Propaganda Agellcy in Psywar entertainment activities (Thanh Hoa, Nlbe An, 
Ha Tinh, Quang Blnh Provinces). Later I was designated to worK in the 
Cultural Ministry in Hanoi. Myself. I was an active cadre in the Psywar 
Entertainment Brancb to 0ppolle the 1954-1955 emigration. I also participated 
in the Land Reform Movement a. a bourgeois intellectuai elemeut studying 
to have thoughts reformed and brain washed to be cla.sllled as .'t faithful 
poor farmer element of The Party. 
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What a bitter thing I When oppres sing the NVN inhabitants rushing 
to nee to the South according to the Geneva Agreement I suddenly felt 
my decision to regroup to the North partly agitated and irrational. My 
thoughts were osciliating: "Why am 1 so mad to go to the North when 
million. of NVN people rush to nee to the South?" Thus at that very 
moment, The Party and State propagandized that those escapees had 
imperialist thoughts indoctrinated by the French Colonists and deceived 
by a number of NVN traitors. I was once again forced to follow the teachings 
of The Party but had aeries of doubts though my activity area was Nghe An, 
province of most fanatic Pro-Communist elements famous with the 1930-1931 
Nghe Tinh Soviet Movement. I had doubts but I dared not express my thoughts. 
Also at that very moment I waS taught by The Party that the correct imple­
mentation of The ::Jeneva Agreement was not important becanse Signing it 
was only a temporary stratagem. The basic thing was nsing violence in all 
cases to defeat those daring to oppose The Communist Party and State. 

Tens o( thousands o( party-members, innocent inhabitanh, Resistance 
combatants we re accused, insnlted and mercHes 81y mas sac red in The Land 
Re(orm Movement. This cruelty made me extremely anxious (or my own 
(ate especially wben I was taught by Tbe Party that the purpose at that period 
of the Communist poltcy "Land to Tbe Tiller" was maKing it bloody to 
compl~tely destroy the class of landlords, overthit'ow the elas 8 of rich 
(armers, reform the thougbts of rural bourgeOiS elements (middle level 
(armera). It's usele.s to relate bere the inhuman accusations of fatbers 
by sons and vice-versa or to condemn here the Immoral mutual massacres 
between busband .. and wive. to express the faithfulneu toward The Party, 
The Clas .. of Poor Farmers. All of you, dear readers, have been told 
about thOle deadful acene. or have eye-witne .. ed them. What I desire to 
touch on bere was the Communist intention to punisb the meritorious 
combatants In the Anti-French Resistance, the Qeutral oscillating party 
members by arluing that they were backward before the progressive 
objectlv .. of Tbe Party de.lring to rush rapidly to the Collectivism and 
Socialism. The Party leaders paid no longer attention to distinguishing 
enthuelastlc fighters aaainst French Colonists from those that dared to 
immorally acclue their pareats. The elements that denounced the others 
most falsely most QOlsUy were considered having firmest standpoint. 
Tbose irrational, stranle, complex and IQcomprehensible arguments made 
me both astonished ,ad friahtened. '1'0 sa.,.e mysell and particillarly bide 
my contemptible boGraeois Intellectual class I bega.n to madly cry, eagerly 
denounce, falsely inBult, continuol18ly run here and there among the poor 
mass to be recognized as Ifa progressive element". 
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/'l V ,J 

Time glided away as 80 till the Movement of "Nb AN V AN JIAI P~, AM". 
an Anti Party Literary Movement to claim for the Freedom of Speech in 
the Letters and Arts. These ironic verSeS of Le eat: 

MOI'ELS OF "SONGS AND POEMS" KILL TfiE FEELIN JS ANI' 
EMOTIONS OF MUSICIANS AND POETS. HU'A:AN LOVE IS~UmEr BY 
THE STATE'S LAW AS A VEBICLE RUNNING ON TbE ROAC BY THE 
POLICEMAN. 

or these bitter sentences of Tra~ Da:~: 

"I step forwards ... seeing no house. no street but red flags on which 
are falling very fine drop" of drizzle". 

~ I 
or this stubborn conclusion of Phung Quan: 

"I'll never transform love into hatred though well treated by other 
comrades. And vice-verea I'll never transform hatred into love though 
menaced by man-Killers. " 

suddenly created pleasant feeling in my mind because these verses and 
sentences spoKe out the real impressions of the soul of MAN. That sudden 
natural pleasant feeUng Wlrortunately led me to the Self Control Section 
where I was criticlzed for agreeing with the thoughts of impe?:,lali&ts and ,,7 

traitors daring to oppose The Party and state in tbe NI-LAN VAN GIAI PH,\M 
Movement. Once more. I reluctantly accepted my shortcomings to be 
considered as "a progreSSive element". I must sincerely confess with all 
of you. dear reader., that at that period I was extremely frightened by the 
accusation scenes in which a rather great number of neutral oscillating 
party members were condemned and expelled away from The Party because 
after being punished or expelled those poor elements met with incredible 
calamities and mistreatments. 

Therefore I enthusialtically studied Culture in night class at, that period. 
My demand was rejected by the "Worker-Farmer" Advanced Education 
School because I was claulfled In the hourleoll intellectual class. I also 
strictly worked In TDY by perfectly executing aU orders of The Party to 
satisfy all responsible cadres In The Party and State. I bad to do so to 
decrease the concern of theirs to these "bad points" and "shortcomings" 
In my "personal" data": 

(1) Bourgeois element with confusion and agitation in mind having 
not yet the Cirm standpoint or worKers and farmers. 
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(2) Having relations with enemies (parenh living In the zone 
controlled by The Nationalist Government). 

(3) WorKing In the lettere-and-arts branch with free and romantic 
thougbts of the bourgeois and capltaliat clau ... 

When living In .uch an unstable and precautions manner I said to 
my .. lC to do my best to Improve my tecbnlqlle all milch as possible so that 
my talent would be able to let responsible cadre. partly forget tbe above 
''bad points" and "sbortcomlngs" In my "personal data". 

In 1959. I paned the examination to the College for Film and Stage 
Managers Ln Hanoi after finishing the lOth Form (I. e. after passing the , 
baccalalltfeot examination organized (or night classes. and was classified 
among the excellent etlldents to be noted by the Soviet Advisor In the MOPIC 
brancb In NVN named F BRAGUIMOV who proposed with tbe DRVN Cl1ltural 
Ministry that I'd bave a .cholarsblp to go to study in the U. S. S. R. along 
with 4 other .tudeats In the same braach of film and stage managers. This 
proposal wu approved aad I was extremely happy to prepare for my trip 
for having the occaelon to better my technique in tbe branch of letters and 
art.. however. I dared not Inform my chance to other colleaglles for fear 
that they would falsely deaounce me dlle to their jealol1sy, If there was any 
oppo.ltlon. my trip would be Immediately annulled. Tbls anxiety lasted 
for two years of study In the College for Film and Stage Managers in Moscow. 
OQe day I W&ll told that Mr. Le Llem. nepllty Secretary of Culture and a PoUt­
buro member respoa81ble for the cultural activities ot this Ministry waS 
dl.ml .. ed due to hi. revisionist thollght. In selecting NVN .tudents to go to 
.bady abroad. He was cOlldemaed for paying stricter attention to the talent 
than to the soclal cia .. of the .elected elementa. In fact. faithful Communist 
leader Le Llem was considered by u. ''prolre .. lst'' becallse be paid Uttle 
attentlon to the "bad point." of penonal data" of the cadre. In the branch 
of letters of arts. o.e to his lelection. most of about 300 students in this 
branch In the SoYlet Union belonged to the bourgeois cia... Many were not 
party or grollp members. Aad spealdng more correctly. If Lit Llem did 
DOt lelect ltad.ala al 10. how could be find out talented germs In letters 
and arts to pa .. the entrance-examhlatlons of the Soviet CoUege of Letters 
and Arts? 

In my sbady period (rom 1963 to 1964 hi the So"let Union. I witnessed 
the development of the Soviet R."leI01llem propoled by KRUSBCHEV and 
the re.,dts of the Internal contlict of the so-called Socialist Commllnlty Bloc. 
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It seemed that that internal conflict wall 80 Ireat to become irreconcilable. 
In .uch a way Iwas condemned by }-,anol cadre. (or havinl numerous mis­
ta«en thoulhts in the political field due to the Revisionist propaganda, 
contrary to the policy line of Hanoi Government at that period. Truiy 
epeaKing, I liKed the polley of KRUSBCBEV at that time due to following 
rea.ons: 

-He exposed the "economic emulation in peace" polley aimed at 
developiDg the economy to improve the people's Uvin/J etandard. and basing 
on the economic progre .. to evaluate the political regime. 

-he b.lIeved that all types of wars and conflicts would be solved 
by neCoUations. 

-He proposed the improvement of Soviet-American foreign relations 
and the sincere cooperation between these two worid powers. 

-He accepted to r.duce the control of thoulJhte for cadres and 
persons servinc in the brancb of letters and arh. 

At that period. there was serious tension among overseas Vietnamese 
etudeDts. Many became alent8 for ths DRVN Ambauador besides tbe 
strict control o( The Party's Security Net. Each of ollr actions. words 
was strictly noted. We miCht not have free relations even with Soviet 
etudent. or etadentl comina from other countries. The characters of 
MAN in me becan to revolt. react on one hand. But on the otber, tbey 
advised me to be patient to end my study prolram not to be expelled 
from the Soviet UBion. My mind was troubled by complex feelings. 
thouJhtl aad IlDdescribable anxiety. such a contradictory. tense. fearful 
Ufe continll.d (or Z remalninl school yean. Bllt at last ...• the inevitable 
calamity occurred. 

In the eummer of 1964. The Oveneas NVN Students Anociation Party 
Commlttee ill Moecow aad the DRVN Emba .. y h.re received an order 
from The Central Committee in Haaoi to repatriate all Overseas Vietnameee 
studente 1. the Soviet UBion and other Eastern Forope Countries 80 that 
they mi.ht etudy the policy Une and the re.obltion of Tb. Party. AU travel 
f •••• aU nec.eeary papers and procedures were correctly and timely paid 
by the DRVN Ambueador and the Oveneas NVN Students A .. oelation Party 
Committe.. AlDOD, the circle of NVN stueieDts. tbere was the rumour that 
after repatriatin/J they would DO IOllier b. allowed to returlU to the Soviet 
Union because accordinl to tbe past experience the Albanian. Chicom 
.tudenta had to b. repatriated by their own Government. in such a manner. 
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In August 1964, I had to leave Moscow for home, mind totally confused 
.:<nd frigbtened with immense regret not to be allowed to stay longer in 
\foscow to realize the Cilm oC our graduation day from tile College For Film 
\nd Stage Managers In accordance with tbe rule of tllis Establisllment reserved 

for foreign students. 

After stepping down on tile platform of the ~ \NG cd Railways Station, 
each overseas student migbt shy only a nl,ht at home to be present next 
morning at The Economic And Finance CoUege in ~ anol tying on tbe street 
leading to the Bach Mai bospital for a "study". This meant that for 15 
successive days in strict control, we had to express our own thoughts to 
have them compared with the Resolution 9 of The Party or The Anti Soviet 
Revisionism Resolution. In this study, one 8,-fcused the others of smallest 
det.~ils as: wearing dress cut in accordanc;;-"'&viet modern hsbion, baving 
friendly attitude towClrd Soviet girl students, manners on the training ground, 
pro-Soviet arguments etc ... Those mistaKes were considered as proofs to 
aCCuse the victims of having revisionist thougbt. to oppose THE PARTY AND 
STATE In NVN, the Vietnamese people, the Revolutionary Liberation War 
in SVN. Once again, I reluctantly exposed all thoughts of mine for the 
criticism to be considered a "progressist" with the hope that I might return 
to the Soviet modern studio to maKe movies pictures. After 15 days, Tb

t biil 
Secretary, Party Central Committee, Cbief oC Thought Control Branch. 
Chairman of The Committee DC Letters And Arts visited us to declare that 
we should no longer need to go to the Soviet Union because our deeper study 
would bring only harm not interest to The Party. 

/'I<N. <4..~ """" As others, I Celt extremely desperate. v nlose that ended only the 1st, 
the 2nd or the 3rd year in Soviet Colleges. At that very moment only could 
we understand that the "circumspection" oC The Party when ordering us to 
repatriate aimed at such a bitter Cact. More bitter and ironical waS the 
exaggerated prudence of The NVN Party And State toward 3,000 students 
repatriating frq;n the Soviet Union, two months later. When we returned 
to the hAlIIG c6 Railways Station to receive our 1l1ggage Crom the Soviet 
Union we realized that everything being In terrible disorder inside, pairs 
DC right shoes and pairs of lelt shoes: no matching. 

I received the function as movies pictures producer in the studio: 
hANOI STORIES in October 1964 after baving political reorientation Cor 2 
WeeKS in the MOPIC Department, Cultural Ministry aool1t The Party Policy 
In The Letters And Arts. In November 1964. I bad "my thou.ght reform" 
for 3 months in the rural area to have realistic study. In May 1965. I 
wrote along with my colleague. stage-manager LUY Tb .\Nl: a scenario 
named: "The Wind Is Rising" adapted from a play oC the same name 
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composed by !\hjor [lAC LONG CAM, a dramatist of the NVN Army. 
This film of 2,81)0 meters long, blac« and white, 35mm size, w"s 
produced in late 1966 among the bitterneps and anxiety of my colleague 
and mine. 

In this film we praised the revolt of the NFLSVN by calumniating 
the U. S. and RVN .'overnments to be very appropriate with the requirements 
of The NVN Party And Sta~e. Inevitably we tried to mix something of 
ourselves inside the film. Due to this point we became famous among the 
ci rele of NVN letters and arts. In the whole NVN there WitS the unique 
studio: "I-".noi Stories" that was able to produce yearly from 3 to 5 senti­
mental social films though having about 20 producers and stage managers. 
So I might not maKe the 2nd film immediately. I was designated to produce 
dram"s in The Central Theatrical Mopic Group and also to Improve the 
technics In performing plays of actors and actresse~. 

In late 1967, when my mission being in the advantageous and progressive 
run, the personnel section in the Cultural Ministry transmitted to me an 
order from The Party Central Committee to send me Southwards. I waS 
explained that the South region was going to a more brilliant ph,se; The 3/4 
of territory and the 4/5 of population were liberated by The NFLSVN. The 
fin'll victory would come Boon. One needed the presence of technicians in 
all brancheg particularly in the branch of Letters And Arts to note the 
historic victory when The Liberation Troops occupy the capital Saigon as 
well as the struggle activities in the branch of Letters And Arts against 
enemies (\. e. against the SVN nationalists) under the regime of a Coalition 
Government. Being very tired of the difficult living condition and the strict 
censure regime in the branch of Prama and \'1opic and very discontent with 
the oppressing a.nd despotical uninstructed method of wor" of The Managing 
Board of my studio I WaS glad to accept the order and was ready to fly to 
the South. Another rather important reason was that I desired to maKe 
the Cllms in accordance with the neutral policy of the Coalition Government 
to compare them with the movies pictures of NVN. Naturally, at that period, 
iC I bad the courage to deny the infiltration Southwards, there would be a 
study meeting Cor criticism and self-c riticism and poasibly I'd be expelled 
mercilessly from The Party to be sent to a "Thought Reform" Center as 
the cases of Musician hoang Van and many other persons. So I accepted 
to go to the South reluctantly. 

I was ordered to come to a jungle and mountainous area, in hoa Binh 
Province to practise climbing cols, carrying heavy luggage, w,shlng brain; 
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Then I was informed I should go to wor.: in The M opic Studio of the 
5th Inter-Region (territory running from Da Nang to Phu Yen Province), 
,till the High Plateau with Kontum, Giarai, Darlac Provinces etc ..•. 
I understood my perils but I dared not speaK out my complaints. The 
infiltrators to the South were usually allowed to act in their native villages. 
Myseif I was not permitted to wori< in Tri Thien Provine'e though the M opic 
group there had no stage manager. This fact made me thinKing of the bad 
prejudice of The Party toward me and my bourgeois intellectual class. 
The Party feared that my return to the native province after 25 years of 
separation would possibly create confusion in my mind. In reality, that 
bad prejudice of the Party created genuine hatred In my he3.rt. 

After a secret and silent farewell party in a jungle and mountainous 
area of boa Binh Province, I stepped Southwards along with the civilL,n 
group including 5 young Mapic technicians very young, in age as well as 
in profession. 

-Come onl quic1d comradesl If not, you'll lose the good opportunity 
to maKe an interesting film about the reception of S igon Capital. 

- Come on I quic td comrades! South Vietn amese brother compatriots 
have impatiently waited for you. 

-Come onl quic.:1 comrades I Don't fear. The Liberation troops 
will protect you, the men in the Branch of Letters and Arts as much as 
they can ....•...... 

These were the last encouragement words of propaganda cadres 
before we were transported to the South by trUCK. 

I had no regret when leaving the North. I felt still discontent when 
thin"ing of the days I served in the Branch of Letters and Arts in NVN. 

3 months glided away along the Truong Son Range. The cold wind 
on high, deserted cols made me totally exhausted, exhausted both 
materially and spIritually. Adieu jungles, adIeu mountains, you are 
no longer themes in my romantic dreams. You can no longer attract 
my curiosity as formerly in the hours of geograpby in my elementary 
class. Now, you are only blood cnrrents Crom my abraded skin atong 
arms and legs on my body due to the Itt treatment of wild sluge, leeches. 
You are also sweat currents impregnating the dust and stone along those 
high slopes, in those narrow trails, through the dangerous sharp and 
sliCK rOCKS. Vnly a slmpte loss of equilibrum caused by ('areteBaness 
could throw the body of the victim down into the deep chasm bottom. 
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The Mill! Than 'let came when I lived on the dry and burning territory 
of Laos. L~noi Radio cunningly announced starting news 80 that we, in 
the Mopic group had to complain stamping feet: "Alas I we have lost the 
chance to ma«e a film about the victorious minl1te". fJanoi Radio spoKe 
out that all SVN cities and provinces had been liberated and continued 
on propagandizing for the reception oC such urban areaS. At that time, 
our group had to advance by climbing through the higheH cols and moun­
tains not to be bombarded by enemy planes. What a bitter contradiction! 
But we could not avoid feeling Impatient along the road that seemed endless 
and made our advance extremely slow. The concentration camp was still 
very far, very Car Crom our reach. 

bowever, one day we stopped in a jungle in Quang Nam Province. 
We seemed to be in Mid-April. Two day later, a liaison agent came to 
guide us to a place named "The Propaganda-Training Section of MR: 5 
Party Committee". The studio was a branch of this Section. First, we 
had ''bratn washing" to be indoctrinated by the victorious situation after 

,.. .,.. /'or 
our Mau Than 'let general offensive. Figures and facts were tumultuously 
exposed or spoKen out daily. We had donbts but we dared not to aSt< our 
higher authorities for explanations for fear that we would be c riticlzed 
Cor mlsta«en thoughts. Fortunately for me, one day I met my close 

~ ~r 

literary friends as poet and writer Bui Minh Quoe, musician Phan fiuy 
~ 

~i"u and many others in the Branch ot Letters and Arts. They loo«ed 
at me, negatively ShooK their head, bitterly smiled, secretly said to me: 
"Prepare your bag to go to ta«e rice". Then they related series and 
series of funny contradictions in the .vra.u Than 'f.;l general offensive. 
They thought they had no longer the ch .. nee to 8urvive. They showed me 
their ruc"'saCKS In which I saw their beautiful uniforms they would wear 
to receive the SVN cities and provinces. They said that their composition 
met with deadloc« because they were unable to itnaglne victories In 
accordance with the orders of the Party. They advised me to leave the 
jllngle and avoid hardships. Dear mel my dreams were terribly brOKen 
up once again: I became extremely confll_ed and fearful Cor my own fate. 
But how could I repair my brOKen dreams? I firmly decided to escape 
from the general deadlOCK of writers and artists under the Liberation 
regime. But how? how could I do to save my own life first and solve 
my livin, condiLIon later? I thought, deeply thought ... I decided to 
write a 8cenarlo for my coming extremely attractive film in accordance 
with the: "Anti American, National Salvation" requirement of the P:uty 
MR: 5 Party Committee so as to ask the permission to go down to the 
plain to observe the realities. 

In reality the "tudio of the MR: 5 Party Committee had the name 
only not the real value in the technical meaning. It had some old fashioned 
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cameras and a number of rolls of Cilm. We could do nothing worthy 
with such tools. But despite this fact. I wa. allowed by the deceived. 
uninstructed.- Propagand,l-T raining Sectlon/ \.fR: 5 Party Committee 
to go to study the situation in Quabg NgaT Province. 

I reached this place along with other v!opic members in ',fay 1968. 
Though this is the name of Qua'hg Ngli'i Province. it has only jungle. 
mountain &, 'ome deserted villages in the neighbourhood under the control 
of The Liberation Front. After nearly a month of malaria llltreatment 
to be terribly menaced by the GOD OF DEATfi I tried to get up to drag 
my completely exbausted legs down to tho.e villages In the plain controlled 
by The Liberation Front to study activity scenes for my Inl.lginary film. 

In Angust L968, I followed the VC 83rd Regula Battalion of Ou{ng­
Ngal Province to "liberate" the East of Tu Nghia area including Tu An, 
Tu Lien, Tu Ngnyen villages etc ... After living here for a weeK I WaB 

extremely depressed before tbe compLete destrnctions of regional bouses 
by the rounds of B40. Mines of guerrilla units were displayed everywhere 
80 that ourselve •• we needed the guidance of respon"ible liaison agents. 
No inhabitant sbyed in this "Liberated" area. The regional peopLe had to 
flee to the safety zone. I aeKed the unit responsible for the security here 
abont my fate in the troubled moment and I was told that nobody would 
protect me. I had not rice to prepare my meals. They met with the 
same difficulty due to the complete evacuation of regional inhabitants. 
When «nowing that I desired to have some photographs of the unit. the 
batt-ilion comm'lndlng board introduced me to a 30-man concentrated 
company. A reporter oC "The Liberation Flag" in the :vlR: 5 too« an 
"exposure" and decided to write under the photograph: "This is the 
As sault Platoon of The Concentrated Compaay". I was unable to maKe 
an imaginary (ilm about nonexistent victories. I was unable to follow 
such a strange requirement of Tbe Party. I sadly left tbe Mapie group 
to wander about the trails thougbtfully ... I betan to -,write plays and 
train The Psywar Entertainment Group of Quang Ngai Province In per­
forming such plays. When being criticized by the VC higber ran«ing 
authorities for the Inco~etence in maKing a film about victories of 
The Front around fl;l' Nang Province (called by VC Quarig -t)ii Province 
Including a number of districts as Dny Xuyen, f')~1 ~c belonging to 
QuJng Nam Province), I searched Cor meane to rally to the RVNAF. This 
was tbe plain trllth. So, I was arrested by the RVN AF on 23 November 

./ - ? I 1969 In Thang Blnh District, Quang Tin Province. 

Nearly 18 months after infiltrating into the South, I was extremely 
dlBconteut when understanding the false and deceitful propaganda of The 
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NVN Party and State. The Liberation Troops died of starvation, disease 
and accident met when obliged to search for rice along the trail, in a 
corner of jungle, on the brinK of a "pring when The Party and State spo,,-e 
out of imaginary victories of The Liberation Army. The Liberation Secret 
beadquarters continnously ch~nged Its place to avoid the destruction of 
RVN bombsheUlnge. When the Liberation camps were secretly positioned 
in deserted. deep jungles where the Liberation troops could not listen to 
The Liberation Radio. The Party and State (alsely propagandized that the 
3/4 o( SVN territory were occupied by them. Everywhere the regional 
Inhabitant- rejected the Liberation Troops. did not lend them pots to 
<::00.< rice. did not allow them to stay at night. but The Party and State 
falsely SpOKiout that the 4/5 of the population followed and supported the 
NFLSVN, What a tric,,1 

In those 18 months in the South. I deeply thought about the "Chieu-
1-,oi" problem, But 1 Kept this thought in complete secrecy. In cue of 
disclosure. I lost my life inevitably. I was also disturbed by the suspect. 
I did not KnOW whether the Nationalist Government were really honest in 
the slogan: "Using Generosity to Annul hatred and Enmity" and foritYe 
the mlsta«en elements. followers of Communism (or m"ny years as myself. 
After being succeSSively deceived by the Communist regime, I suspected 
everything and everybody. I believed only the things that I could touch 
with my own hands. witness by eyes and ears. After many thoughtful days 
and months. and after understanding the situation thoroughly, I selected 
the measure: letting the RVNAF arrest me. 

From the arrestation day 23 November 1969 to 25 March 1973, I was 
detained in the jails reserved for Communist war prisoners under the 
RVN regime. That period helped me implement the ahove selected measure 
to rally to the RVN~vernment. to choose freedom and firmly reject the 
Communist regime. Adieu For Ever The Red !-1elll My dear readere, 
remember well tha.t in the jaUs reserved for Communist war prisoners 
from the Zone I to Phu Quoc Island and Bien Hoa Province. I was terribly 
menaced not by the RVN authorities but by my Communist Colleagues just 
as when I struggled in the Liberation side. Amidst the group of Communist 
prisoners. I wal strictly controlled. menaced to be Killed by them. There 
was also the formation of groups and party sectlon., the propaganda for 
revolt and struggle till the iast breath etc ... I was also menaced by thill1, 
that in the future I would be denounced by them. 

* 
* * 
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For over the half of my life I uselessly served Communists. So 
I have deeply understood, clearly witnessed and bitterly tasted the 
different phases of that inhuman regime. The above confidential lines 
are unable to express the irrationality, the terror and the misery unde, the Red regime. flowever I hope that the above simple, sincere stories related by me will help all of you, my dear readers underst~nd how my comrades and myself had to live under the Communist oppression, I 
also hope that ail analysts about the Communist regime will have some 
facts-more concrete-reiating to it. \.{y confidential lines today may be 
considered speciflc proofs to explain the question why I choose freedom, why I select the RVN regime to be a MAN with its real meaning. 
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2Nf' ·\RTICLE 

INTERVIEW IN Tf E SOUND RECORDING ROO v{ OF TBE RVN A.RMY 
RADIO - WIn; QUESTIONS ANf' 1~NSWERS BETWEEN \ REPORTER OF THE 
RVN AR'vfY RALlO ANr R"LLIER LE BUYEN. VC ViOPIC PRODUCER TI.'l.T 
SOUGhT FREEDOVi ON 26 ,tARC!. 1973. 

************* 

Question: Do you agree with me that it ie a great pleasure of ours to tal« 
with each other about the Arts and Letters? Once. you promised with ue 
at Bien hoa aerodrome that you would touch on the activities of NVN Artists 
and Writers more clearly and more completely whenever having more free 
time and better occasion. Well. let's discuss: "The Activitiet" of NVN 
Artists and Writers Under the Communist Regime". 

Answer: In the Artistic and literary activities In the North. generally 
spea,cing. we had to strictly depend on the policy line of The NVN Communist 
Party. It ie possible that all world artists and writers including those worKing 
in the Communist clan feel astonished wben I conclude that NVN Communist 
leaders totally oppressed the freedom of speech of NVN artists and writer'. 

Their policy waS forcing all these elements to spea", out everything 
in accordance with the requirements of the Socialist regime in the North 
i. e. those of wor"'ers and farmers. All arUds and writers in the Free 
World as well as in the Communist clan have touched on these requirements. 
But in NVN. the Paywar entertainment Iroup had to compose their worKS 
in accordance with the .pecial policy line of The Party. consider workers 
and farmers as o<eyelements. excellent in action as well as in thought to be 
praised later as NEW SOCIAL CLASS. Those workers and farmers were 
suggested by NVN Communist leaders to be dtucrlbed and praised by artists 
and writers. Those persons were forced to put the aClectlon and respect 
toward Uncle And The Party above all after linder-estimating their familial 
sentiments and their Indlvidllal feelings. I firmly believe that a long time 
ago all of YOII i't-the South 't.~d the good occasion to read the poems of poets 
in the NHAN VAN CiV\I PhAM period. I 'till remember the following verse" 
of Poet LE ~~T being Imprisoned now In NVN: "TIlE SECURITY RAILING 
IS PUT IN THE CENTER OF HEftRT 
"TO OBLIGE HU'-AAN FEELINGS TO CIRCULATE IN TIE UNIQUE WAY 
"BUC CONG Alj eAT GIt/A" 'II'v{ NGubl / 
"B(~(T TINll co, ,,{ NGUOC SUCI Tl EO LUAT Bi mJONG NI~NU6c 
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These verses correctly described the content of the present policy of 
NVN Communist leaders in the branch of Arts and Letters in the .entimental 
aspect. 

In recent years, there WaB still another movement in which 'ill 
NVN artists and writers had to live in deep rural areas as well as In genuine 
factories (myself I h:td to go to study there) to thoroughly understand the so 
called "NEW, PROGRESSIVE WORKERS or LABOR EMULATION LEROES". 
I must con[e88 that a great majority of NVN artists and writers were very 
discouraging when obUged to write about these model elements. For example: 
A farmer in L,dphong port continued worKing though the wor,,-time was over 
to double his production in the factory. But at that very overtime, he was 
Informed that his father being eeriously,-ttacKed by a dangerous disease in 
the regional hospital. A comr~de of his voluntarily worKed to replace him 
so that he might visit his ill father in the hospital. But the Labor bero put 
the production [or The Party and State.bove his filial piety. Le continued 
wordng in the factory to visit his ill father next morning. 

I 
In such a .tory how could we describe the farmer~ genuine 

feelings correctly? The above thought w:ts totally the model obliged by 
The Puty and State. The farmer had to follow it lI"e a robot. He might 
never oppose it. In such a condition, how could we praise that strange 
soulless L,bor bero? Any hero according to The Party -lnd State must be 
complete, having no shortcoming, no WeaK point. If we described the 
Bcene in which a f.ero dranK coffee in '. tea. shop. That f.ero lost hi 8 

hOllour to become a "inful man because he did not respect the saving 
regulations. 

To let all of you understand this fact more clearly, I desi 1'e to 
expose another proof: In 1967, a Chlcom hero whose name I can't remember 
was obllged by The Party to plrticipate in a study-meeting. All Chicom 
artists and writers were ordered to study his special character and praise 
him and other heroes of his type. The produced film showed him entering 
~ tea shop. When asked to drinK beer, he fiercely and herOically rejected 
the invitation. Later, he saw an old tooth brush at the bottom of a garbage 
box. furrily the Hero pi<- Ked it up. cleaned It and happily, proudly used 
it to brush his teeth to Implement the saving policy of The State. When 
"eelng sach Cunny and Ironic scenes, we said to one another that If this 
charcter waS followed by the Chicom people, The State Trade Company 
would be in total bankruptcy because Its manufactured goods would not be 
bought by anybody. 
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Be(ore such Chicom heroes. how could us and others! free 
artists and writers all over the world. in the Communist as well a. in 
the Free World clan praise them or compose a literary or artistic wor" 
through tbem? Tbey h"d not the human !Joul, my dear readers. Remember 
well that that is the policy line about letters and arts in NVN as well as in 
the .o-called NFLSVN. I may conchlde as so because most of NVN artists 
and writers were sent to the South to give guidance to the cadr<l. in the 
Liberation Front with such wea'" points and shortcomings. \1oreover, in 
the so-called Liberation zone there was no noteworthy Installation to train 
letters and arts for SVN cadres. I Clrmly conclude as so because SVN 
cad res were only taught how to fight against Americans to save the country, 
how to overthrow the Saigon Traitor Government i.e. the present RVN 
Government. Please forgive me (or luing the Communist arguments here. 
The above objectives were deeply Indoctrinated to create hatred in the SVN 
cadres' minds to transform all good wor.<s of the RVN Government and 
U. S. Authorities into bad proofs to turn that hatred into actione. 

Today, I feel the honollr to sit near all of you, the reporters 
oC the RVN Army Radio And Press; I had the occasion to contact the RVN 
combatant!! when ar rested and imprisoned by them. Let me frandy declare 
thl.t I have rejected my Cormer falee propaganda words. erroneous impres­
sions about the RVN combatants when I was still a forced Communist "'idre. 
At that contemptible period I was taught that the RVN combatant. had no 
hum,.n consdence, no bum:.n sentiment to be only warli«e and rzt, oacre­
Ike elements ready to shoot at their compatriots at any time. NVN 
Commllniats "till criticised the tigbtened leg" of trousers of the RVN 
combatants a8 those of cowboys and considered this fact a sign of lac«ey. 
But they Corgot that the Soviet Red Army had the similar typ~ of trousers. 
I saw the same Cashion when studying ill the Soviet Union. NVN Communists 
distorted everytlting whenever po88lble. And NVN artists and writer. had 
to apeal< Ollt sucb distortions reluctantly. 

I desire to expose here a apeclCic proof: the {Ilm: "Tl-;E WIND 
IS RISIN-::;" In NVN. ACter graduating from the Soviet CoUege. I had to 
prodllce it in accordance with the order of 'Tbe Party And State. 

My colleague BUY Tl-lANli and I discuned with each other 
and decided that we would expreu a part oC our viewpoint in it If possible. 
We selected a very handsome actor to play the role of a RVN lieutenant 
graduating from Dalat National Military Academy. l-ie had a very attractive 
smile with a Cine set of teeth. According to us, a Vietnamese student after 
p,gsing his b"ccalaureat examination to enter Dalat National Military 
Academy, had at least a necessary degree of culture to be considered as 
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an Intellectual. Beside his military command technique, he had individual 
and private sentiments. correct !lnd courteous attitude. But when exposing 
our vlewpoiat, we met wltb fierce reactions. At last. we might only select 
a young. baadsome actor because In the film that RVN lieutenant rallied to 
The Front to Bult the order of Tbe Party. So the youtb and courtesy of the 
actor did not harm the propaganda pollcy of banol leaders. Due to the 
rally of that RVN lieutenant we might maintain the RVN lIeuten<lnt's hand-
80me and courteous characters In which we desired to secretly express 
our conception In the form. In the substance of that film. I must frankly 
conCeS8 that the interior thoughts and CeeUngs that pushed the RVN lieutenant 
Into The Front side were not sincere but Invented to satisCy the propaganda 
purpose oC hanoi leaders. The aCCectlon of that RVN lieutenant toward his 
sister, .. 3-nd his pro-Communist thoughts were completely different from the 
RVN officers whom 1 had the occa.ion to contact. The so-called "viewpoint" 
oC the producer i. e. of mine at that period waS erroneous. I had to follow 
the order of I-lN leading cadres. 

however. I am proud that my colleague bUY THANI-. and I could 
express a part of our own viewpoint in that film: "'II- E WIND IS RISING" 
in the field of appearance and bearing and living manners. 

I desire DOw to touch on another point. After projecting that 
filrn, one day we were menaced by many concerned cadres: "Whenever 
returnlag to H .. noi, you would meet with political complications. The girls 
In Hanoi have loved that RVrt,lieutenant Phuong In your film". And whenever 
walKing along with actor Tl-,E-\NI" playing the role of RVN lieutenant Phtillng 
In that !11m. I smiled happily seeing that he was c ~l1ed by the people as 
Lieutenant Phu~ng not Th~ Anh a8 Cormerly because the actor could aiready 
well perform hi. 'role. But I felt secretly anxious because the Communist 
Authorities would pay beed to me aud would poSSibly condemn me Cor 
intentiondly propagandizing for a RVN lieutenant among the girls In !-lanoi 
through that tllm. "TBE WIND IS RISING" 

I desire to toach on the above point a little more. longer to prove 
that In NVN or in Chlcom particularly .pea'dng. and In the Communist bloc. 
generally spea><1ng. the actors or actress playing the roles ot opponents 
had a wlc,ted, brntal deformed appearance and vice versa those playing the 
roles of faithful Cemmanlst cadre. and combatants had good-loodng face •. 
All oC yoa will laugh It having the occasion to lIee a Chicom CUm here. As 
(or me, I did not share this viewpoint with the Communist leaders. When 
being In the RVN jails. I met Communist deserters that could not Clee (rom 
their units safely. They were arrested and bWlimprisoned their leaders. 
Later they joined the Liberation Army to Clghi'in the South. where they 
were arrested alive by the RVN troops to be put into the RVN jaUs. These 
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elements bad tbe occasion to ma"e a comparison between two detention 
systems to follow the better side. For example, my friend Nguyen Van 
Minh was once imprisoned by Communists. In the Communist camp, boy ,lnd girl prlsonen might disdain him. illtreat him. He had two legs strictly fastened all day and night. Around him there were only cruel. brutal faces. 

Contrary to this, in tbe RVN detention bouses. my friends and I met more smiling than c~ltel persons. We usually thought oC the production of a Cilm to expose this easy and generous atmosphere of the RVN jails and the material liCe of a number of RVN combatants. They are not inhuman. not blind-minded to follow the Communist regime. Tbis decision is born from our own mind. We are not influenced by tbe RVN. 

An Interesting film In the Communl~t side was a literary wor" already pa.ssed through a very strict net of censure. As a film producer. I desire to expose my own case as a concrete proof. First I bad to submit my subject and general content summary. After receiving the permission. I begJ.n to write the scenario and gnbmitted it to the responSible cadre. After having the second permiSSion I organized everything and everybody to ma«e the main film. Generally spea,dng. I bad to have my whole wor" censured by many sections, offices. branches at many levels from the 
studio manager through the Chief of The Mapic nepartment to the Cultural \.1inlstry then to The Cuitaral Committee Chief in The Party Central Execative Committee i. e. to Tct Luii': the Bosa of the Branch of Arts and Letters in M ..... North Vietnam. Many times. even To hiu. himself was anable to solve the complex problem. Ee transmitted the whole case to the Politburo of The Party to be finally decided by either TruOng Chlnh or Pham Nan f'ong. 
Alas! my poor literary wor" had to be controlled by many cadres and chiefs. many directors and party leaders before becoming il fllm. But this was not the lad complication. I had also to draw pictures on papers nut to be strlctly chec,(ed and analyzed by responsible authorities. The Council OC 
CeDsare controlled strictly as 80 through a strict system. Due to this reason, I lost 2 years to mai<:e a complete (lIm. For example. my Cilm: "The Wind Is Rising" oC 2.800 metera IODg. alze: 35mm lost more than t-...o years 
(from May 1965 to June 1967) beCore being projected on the BC reen for the ma.ss propaganda. Ahl There was still :lnother control. 

After the completion oC the CUm. The People's Supreme Council Of Cenanre had It projected on the screen (or its members' commenh. These members did not pay concern to the political domain. l( throagh my fUm. I erroneously or Intentionally propagandized for the RVN Government to cleverly oppose the Communist regime. I had nothing to complain about if my CUm was prevented Crom being projected. But here these members h"d another manner to censure. Let me expose the strange case of the film entitled: "THE ORIOLE" awarded in Czechoslov:l«ia bat prevented from being projected in NVN. In that film, the Anti French heroic child 
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had to sacrifice the liCe at laot. NVN leaders did not agree with that 
final death because this mourningCul end would badly influence the soul 
and morale of Communi.t ('adres and soldiers. rue to this rea eon, the 
projection oC that film was forbidden in NVN. In reality there was nothing 
anti-Communist in its content. So, I deeire to conclude that the censure 
was very complex not only basing on the politicai field but dso in many 
other aspects. For example, tbere was lact< of any policy of 'Ihe Party 
"\nd State as: an NVN girl married her lover. But in her wedding there 
waS not the support of her group. Tbe film had to be completed or had 
the projection forbidden. That NVN girl might uever live lonely without 
her group a8 so under the Communist regime. 

Another case occured in the Cilm: "One Step '-fore With The 
2nd W eddiug". A woman desired to maW}r1>ther man. 'Ihe NVN society 
did not allow her to do so and condemned her for having a feudalist attempt 
",nd action. But that stubborn woman clandestively married her lover to 
have a baby and she tried to wor., hard to nourish her child courageously. 

'vir •. Nguyen 'Ihi Thap, Chief Of The Association of Vietnamese 
Woman criticized that film Cor blac",ening the Vietnamese Fair Sex. 'Ihe 
North Vietnamese women had to save money and had good behaviour. rue 
to this reason, the projection of the film WaS Corbidden in the North. 

Dear readers, through the above facts, all of you see that the 
production and projection of filmA in NVN met with incredible diCficultie" 
and obstacles. 'Ihe simple opposition of the Chief CC The Association Cf 
Vietnamese Women could stop the projection of a Cilm however interesting 
it might be. 

Through the above Cacts, I desire to demonstrate that there wa s 
00 freedom but exaggerated oppression in the branch of\rts And Letters 
In NVN. ['ue to this reason, NVN artist. and writers u_ually composed 
verses to satisCy their own spirit and put their written poems in poc«ets. 
For example the following one of my friend might never be printed in NVN: 

"I wander In the sha.1e of sleeping trees 
"Innoi electric light care~s, my body affectionately 
"From bulbs seemiug worrisome on the spot 
"Behind me follows my shadow cberishing another 
"Long and round. 1 aSK myself whether 
"They are my shadow 'tnd that of my lover. 

" ,-~,...7 
"Toi en dli61 hang cay yen ngu 
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,-. ..... r- 1"'-"""" I I ['en l-:anoi choang len toi tinn td 
"Den l-.an?i ~in to"1 nh~ tu1 l~ . 
"Bdng nga dai. bodg tron lai bong di theo 
"Nhin bohg glao nhau long chot hd; 

I " ... .1 ~ --"Bong rieng minh hay DOng ca ngdbi yeu 

Such a poem might never be printed. If its author dared to print it. he or sbe would be condemned for having 1 romantic love and 
would be sent to the rural area to plough land and plant potato for 3 
month~. That poet or poetess with weaK arms and smooth hands was 
never able to wor" hard. So how had he or she the courage togt"Iamong the cen~ure authorities? Cnly that lovesickness and that lonehness were already able to create the uneasiness in the mind of the re~pon"ible cadres. 

Love in NVN muat mix with the .truggle ag"inst the Ameri< ans. Allow me to use some rougb words here: even when you are lying on your wlte'e body. you muet thin« of your "Anti-American-National Salvation" tas« first. Wbat an ironic thing! low can you thinK of your struggle against enemie. when you and your wife are ta.~lng sexual relations? If you must 
say so. you bluntly and stubbornly lie. don't you? 

Due to the shortage of time and the limit of this interview. I am unable to relate the content of all gtorie~ or films written or made by me and severely criticized by NVN cadres for touching on iove. The 
cen8ure system covered not only the Maplc Branch but aiso the poems. 
musical songs. The listeners of hanoi Radio might never enjoy any ~ h) sentimental 80ng. Musicla.n Phan huynh flieu (pen name 1-)uy Quang), 
wor .. ing now In tbe Aseoclatlon of Artists And Letters in the VC 'villita ry 
Region: S. had maay songs of his in his file. These songs of love might never be printed ia NVN but secretly generalized among confidential 
IItterary friends. I'm sorry that I'm not a musician so that I'm unable 
to expoee some cases bere. However the content of @l1,£h songs of love 

~, was Ii«e that or the never printed poem composed by Bul Minh Quoc. 
t..-In the North. mllsician Van Cao. the composer of the National Anthem Tie~ OIlan Ca (or the DRVN a.nd alao or the famolls song: Paradise. had to draw paintings and illustrations for newspapers. magazines and boO"'8 to earn his living Instead of compoSing songs in the present easy. peaceful pha"e when the 80claUst regime is already on the road to the progress. It waS so becau"e the prodllctlon of 80ngs was unable to nourish him especla.lly in the period when the Party's policy was stri,ct and hard as mentioned above. 'There is still the ca.ee of poet Xuan Pi?u. Now he 
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ceases composing poems to train youths because his poems in the 
'1 q L u:C V /'N nOAN time aLong with those of Ch~' Lan Vien, Cu t'uy C:in 
were severeLy condamned by the North SommE.nist regime. In the stu'dy of the NationaL CuLture, the 'It! LqC V'\N f"Oft,N was fearfully criticized. NVN "rtists and WrLters have temporarily cea_ed their composition to 
wait for the development of the South Free Regime. Let me frani<ly 
declare that the NVN Authorities have been very confused before the 
good treatment, the meaningful respect of the frel! regime in the RVN toward the circles of ArtLst. and Writers. 

Though they are waiting for the development of the South Free Regime, they try from time to time to express their oppositions and dis­contents in a secret manner among their groups or circles. Fortunately 
for me, I studied from the Soviet Union not from Chic om. So in particular conversations and Literary discussions, they let me "'now some personal thoughts and viewpoints. They don't hd.ve such confidentiaL taL(s with those comin, from Chicom unLversLties. Chicom is conSidered by us a bad land for North Vietnamese artists and writers. In NVN there were two different circleii' in the Administration as well as in the Society of Arts and Letters. The pro-Chicom circle de.6lted to oppress the mind of intellectu"ds as 
strictly 18 possibLe while the pro-Soviet circle had a less Bevere policy Line. LOVl,'ever, according to my vLewpolnt, both circles were despotical and Led the NVN artists and writers tli> a complete deadloc". 

In one word, I desire to conclude that under the Communist 
regime in NVN, the artists and writers bave not the freedom in composing their literary and artistic wor",s even to praise the Vietn.'lmese peopLe, 
the beautiful feelings and the high spirit of the Vletnamesoo race. All 
poems, songs, stories etc ... must follow the Anti-Amerlcan-N"tion~L Salvation policy line or the South Liberation Struggle. They are written in accordance with the same models. So they are nearly ali",e In content. There is nothing interesting and valuable from the very heart or soul of artistE and writers. When going to the South in accordance with the orde r 
of Tbe Party And State, we feel nothing enthusiastic and attractive to 
praise the lIo-called The South Liberation Struggle. On the Bien boa 

- ""' -I Aerodrome, once I touched on a report written by Bul My Quoc entitled: 
'I '" '" "Victory In l'oi An Municipality" In Miu Than 'let general offensive. After two thoughtful months, he was uiable to write a conclusion for this article. he had to end It with the following tasteless sentence: "The aurora appear. and announces the brighter future of this municipality" to have it censured and printed. The NVN .~nthorities tried to Know t>1~y 

he WaS un~bLe to prai"e their vktories in tbe'vbu Than General Offensive 
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through m"ny criticism and self-criticism meetings. Let me fr:lncdy 
dedHe th:>t .II NVN artiFts and writers obliged to fight in the ·"outh never 
recogniz e and praise those imaginary victories. A proof wae that Ngu~ 
Ngoc. Chief Of The Associ.tioD Of Artists \nd Writers in the VC Region: 5 ... ..., (,........... "-

or Trung B~ Region had to flee from iii" Nang to the Lao frontier through 
de~p and dense jungles along with his 'Uoney on that occa.ion. Le decided 
to use this sum to organize a b).nquet to enterhin the SVN A.rtists and / 
Writers and welcome the c;omplete liberation of 'The South on \'{~u 'Than l~t 
days after the general offensive and general revolt. But this w,,'s a bitter 
defeat, So how can we recognize and praise that unfinished and defeated 
offensive? 

This strange story W3.S told to me by confldenthl liter:lry 
friends on the brin~ of 3. spring not in the study-meetings in April 1968 
when I reached the South. 

~ ~1 { 
Question: fear :,,{r. Le ljuyen. in 1945 you left Hue and vi;h Anb I'igh 
School to join the Anti-French Resistance. Was It true that you were 
pushed by your paSSion of Arts And Letters to enter the Communist Party 
I"ter and go to study in the,,{opic Course in the Soviet College in 1960? 
Was it true that that paSEion urged you in 1968 to go to the South to m-",e 
historic films about The Liberation Of The South? Was it,true ~at late, 
you left the jungle to return to the plain. Qua~g Nam. Qu"ng Ngai. Quang­
n6 provinces 'lnd 'Th~ng BGih district to prepare for the arrestation by 
the RVN \F in 1969? Please let's «now why in the above period you wrote 
plays instead of ma«ing filme and made film. instead of writing plays in 
sucb a confused state of mind? By what caURe you did not return to the 
Commllntst side when released by the RVN }overnment on 25 March 1973 
in Bien };oa when you had good opportunity to rejoin tbe Liberation Front. 
Cn that occasion one of your sentences made many persone moved, You 
said that It w~s better for YOIl to be shot dead immediately by the RVN 
mt litary po lie emen than be obliged to return to the Communist side. 
Please let us ~now more details about this fact. 

Answer: I can reaffirm that my past activities have been correctly noted 
by .. ll of you. I was a cadre acting for a very long time in the Communist 
side. And it waR that long period that made my decision to rally to the 
Free World regime firmer and firmer to enjoy the remaining years of the 
last half of my liCe. After reviewing my past activities thoughtfully I 
realized that in 1945 I was pushed strol1l1y by Tbe Student And YOllth 
Movement. In reality I ~n~w nothing about Commllnism but the Anti­
French resistance to maint .. in the national Independence. After the defeat 
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of French colonists. speaking French less frequently was already good. 

Truly I had the passion of Arts And Letters. So in 1945 I did 
not obey the letter-content and advice of my family. I ~eft home to serve 
in the Psywar Entertainment Propaganda Group of Quang Tr,1 to go to the 
North later. I did 80 with the hope to have study in the branch of Arts And 
Letters. I was deceived at that period. I was considered by NVN cadres 
as a bourgeois element. having family living in the area controlled by 
enemies not to be allowed to study in "The Worker And Farmer Advanced 
Education School". This nut discontent made me angry toward the Com­
munist de.potical regime. As a party member. I was In a deadlock position. 
I did not know how and what to do to leave it. Really spea'dng. though being 
a party member. I thoroughly understood the Communist regime oniy in the 
period from 1959 to 1964 when I lived in a foreign country: the Soviet Union 
and witnessed the Revisionism In practice. I "greed with this viewpoint of 
the Soviet :>oYernment. According to my analysis. the Revisionism has 
led the Soviet regime partly baCk to the capitalism with private property 
right. This has been a reasonable turning point because the leading cadre. 
have been unable to impoverish the mass in the long run. 

Due to this reason. I had the clear cut attitude to leave the - -irrational Communist side I had well known on Bien Boa Aerodrome on 
25 March. I don't want to be deceived by the Communists once again. I 
still maint"ln that viewpoint until now. It is better for me to be shot dead 
by free men than be massacred by the rounds of Communists. I have not 
any weapon to protect myself. U I may struggle against Communists with 
weapons. I am ready to act immediately. I don't want to die in the hands 
of CommW1ists after I am handed to them. They are only cunning elements 
trying to deceive me and other artists and writers. I have well known them, 
well Known their jaih. too. 

There h1[Ve been mutual suspects, mutual massacres. The 
higher ranking cadre. have oppressed their subordinate comrades though 
being more Ignorant and uninstructed. I am very sure that the released 
Communist prisoners will be Ultreated by NVN cadres. Nobody may enjoy 
an easy life. The IUtreatmente reserved for the Communist prisoners after 
they were released by the French authorltie. In 1954 were very concrete 
prooCa. Those poor elements have not yet had a legal living coftdltion as 
Vietnamese citlaens In their native places. They have enjoyed no right, no 
inter •• t as free men. There ha. b.en a great difference between theory and 
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practice in the CommQnist side. Myself I applied false propaganda method 
to 11111 the mind. oC innocent people to erroneoQaly serve the Communist 
regime. So I am Ilnable to deceive mysel! now. I must confess that on the 
infiltration road SoQthwards I deceived many poor SVN families having Bons, 
hQsband., brothers living in the North Communist ranks. I tried to lie that 
those sons, husbands, brothers were busy studying in foreign Qniversities 
not to have time to write familial letters. In reality they were obliged by 
The NVN Party And State to work in Qnhealthy mOQntainoQs regions, in worK 
sites. Nobody might know their fate. Maybe some had to eacrifice life in 
a coffee or tea plantation alter attacked by malaria or unhealthy weather. 
I had to lie. lie as much as poS8ible to hide the bitter and brutal truth from 
those poor SVN families. Now I don't want to lie any longer. Now I have 
the duty to struggle aga.inst those trying to lie as I formerly. I have a very 
clear-cut decision to stay in thie Free South region to be ready to fight 
against Communists right now if allowed by the RVNJovernment. I don't 
want to return to the Communists' side to be massacred or deceived by them 
once again. 

" _I 
Ou"eation: Dear Mr. Le Huyen, it seems that we must have two or three 
days more to continue our tali< about Arts And Letters. There is shortalle 
of time. Please use these last minutes to say something to your literary 
friends still living In the South to fight for the Communist side. 

Answer: I have been living far from family. So I desire to meet some 
younger brothers servi~ in the RVNAF. My younger sister Le Tht L", 
wile of late Chiel OC Vlnh Thaph District killed in the VC o{(enslve in the 
period i962-l963. She Is Uving in Qui Nhon and serving In the Telecom­
munication Branch. Though receiving Il.elul aid from the RVN Jovernment, '" ... -..... 
X have not yet the challce to meet her again. My yOQnger brother Le Hong 
Pabg alias L4 Bll ~a". sergeant or senior .ergeant in the Ranger Force 
is workin, in the s.pply branch in Pleikl.lJ MR21 Another younger brother 
L8 B. Thafth wu gradllated. lrom Th-l BIte In.lantry School in the period 1962-
1963. I bad. a g_d oppert\1lllty to see his photograph handed. to me by another 
younger brother whon mother was a concubine of my lather. In. the period 
1965-1966, he was sub lieutenant. I don't knew wbere they are living now. 
U all of YOIl, in the RVNAF have any Information about them, please write 
it to me. For 25 succeaBlye years, I have been living far from my relatives. 
I desire to meet them a,aln now regardlen of past dlUerences in poUtical 
viewpoints. I d.e.lre to let them k.now my repentance about my past errors 
created by my thoughtless actions. I erroneol1sly lollowed my p".sion to 
serve an illusive doctrine. 

-Interviewer: I thank you very much, Dear Mr. L'e Huyeft. 



3RD ARTICLE 

"'" _I 
DR. ab QUYET 

ThE TELEPhONE BELL AND MY LIFE 

Photograph 
of 

.-"< _I 
Dr. Do OIlyet 

t<.('- "......1 
Dr. 00 OIlyet. Aul"tant Chief in the \'!llitary health Section! Communist Front: 7 (OIla!g Trl Proylnce), lieutenant, was born in 1934 at l-Ja-TIDh Province (NVN). gr'ada.ated from HaDOi School of Medicine in 1960, accepted as party member In 1957, entering the army on 15 March 1963 to infiltrate Into the Soath on 6 November 1961 (as a civilian member £Iut to replenish the military anlt later). He was arre.ted on 25 July 1968 at OIladg Tr,l Province. 

One mornln,. In early 1961. I atepped lato my o(nce to tranamlt the sentry dllty to another comrade In Thai NlIlyen Hospital. Suddenly 
""'- '" ' the telephone ran, and I was called by comrade NlIlyea Vlnn Phllc to visit him Immediately In hh office. 

I haatened to tran"mit the .entry dllty to my colleague to rush to the bureau of The }-Jo'pltal Party Committee Chler. I stepped into the room o( N-' , comrade Npyen PbUc. A draa,e person was present there when I did not know. With a "."ere and worrisome appearance, he looked thin aad tall thrOliah hi" bLalled sl<in. Alter .ome Ils_1 aalautlons and compliments, /\ro" , ....v--- ....... comrade Ngayen Phac Introdllced me to comrade NlIlyen Llem, cadre In the Party Central Committee (headed at that period by Comrade t.re..adc Tho). He ae.ded to haye a prlYate talk with me. I sat then In the oppoelte side of Cornrade NlIly'iii'Llem. Comrade NIIl~ Ph~c left hill place. went out after careCully shutting the door to avoid the curiosity of other cadres in nei,hboarln, rooms. 



~'- ~ 
Comrade NglIYen Liem with a solemn volee be,an the talk: "According 

to the directive of The Party Central Committee. I come bere to meet a 
number or comrades including yourself to dhcuss an important matter. " 

lie continued: "At present. the Revolution in the South being in progress. 
We need a number or cadre. in all branches including the Health Service to 
serve the Revobltion and the people. " 

Then he let me know the general situation In SVN saying: " ... As YOIl 
Know. The Party'. ,oal h leading the people to perCorm the Revolution. 
ACter some tenl oC years. we can already restore the independence on a 
haU o( nationAl territory. We must still stru"le in the other balf bein, 
under the exploitation and oppreS8ion oC the American neo-colonialists and 
lackey Broup of N,-;- Biilh Dl~m. The SVN people have been waiting for our 
liberation. This Is a sacred mission. an extremely .lIgust. a ,reat bonocu 
for you and others." He aleo laformed me oC the aminished coup d'etat 
attempted by General NIIlY'" Chahh Thl and Dr. Phan QuAng B~ in 1960. 
He concluded: "Thl. Is a directive from The Party And a requiremeut o( 
The Revolution. You must pat the interests o( Tbe Revolution And The Party 

"""' I above all." JUlt at that moment. Party Committee Secretary N,ayen Phuc 
elltered adding: "The Party Committee .tudied this problem and selected 
you. We believe that YOIl will be pleased to accept your new mission". 

In my mind. I decided that alter leaving H'noi School of Medicine. 
I mi,ht worK here (or 6 nlOnths to practi.e my proCeSSion and cure diseases 
(or patienh. reduce their sufferln, •• under the Comnusnist regime. I was 
inllueaced by the viewpoints and thoqhte oC the lIoelalhm to consider the 
SVN soelety ju.t u the poUcy llne oC tile NVN Communist leaders. I kaew 
very wen that with this miuioll. I should leave my dream. my (amily. my 
fiallcee to go to the 8cMath& have no retura day. 'Ihe future became very 
slaieter. But I could do IlOtbhl, to avoid It. It I had the collrage to deny 
thl' ml .. lon, my (ulare lite would become darker and more unstable; My 
_me would be put into a lIlaclt boolQ1Otel my personai data would have these 
worst details: element with lndivldllalist familial thoupts aad attachments, 
my comrade. would _der-e,Umate me, I'd become a~reat .ero type among 
them. My .eU-pride did aot allow me to cowardly deay this mlnioD. The 
teachiD,. of Communl.m dld not let me commit such a blamable reJectioD ... 
I eathllslutlcally received the mluioll 8atrusted by my hiper-rankin, 
authorltles with_t complaint tholl,h my a_lety and .adae .. were dl,tIlrbing 
my heart terrlbly. 
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At last, I was advised by Comrade Nguyfia Liem to keep this mission 
in complete secrecy and analyse it as deeply .. s possible. In the near 
future I should need a study period more to improve the technique. 

On ZS January 1961, I was called to the Organization Section, Party 
Central Committee at P. 38 Ngoc ha near the Botanic Garden oC Hanoi, 
then to the National UnIClcation Section headed by Lieutenant General 

,..r-'t-""""/ ,?.-
Nguyen Van Vhlh. Dally I was Introduced to worK In the Phil noan and 
Saint Paul hospitals to practiae the anatomy. In thll period, I was advised 
to limit aU relations with relatives and friends. Everytlme desiring to 
meet my Clancee. I had to hide our rendell vo, .. from all people to avoid 
pursuit and control. In my letter., I dared never touch on my dally WorKS. 

In October 1961, I was caned to SOil Tay Province to study politic sand 
prepare Cor the illfiltration Sollthwards. In this study period I might not 
leave the camp lonely. My comradea and I had to form a grollp i£ wanting 
to go to any other hlstallation. Arter the minion, the whole group should 
return by truCK.. Da.lly, about lZO cadres including cadre. from Province 
Party Committee level d~wnwardl a.nd my .. LC had to study 10 hours in two 
polltlcal meetings. At Z. 00 each morning we had to practise carrying heavy 
laggage, wall< withoat shoes or sandals. Most of instructors were cadres 

""""'" c.r.......... ,...""/ 
in the National Unification Section as Ngnyen Van Vlnh, Nguyen Minh Phuong, 
~ ,..- v/,-"- -

Vu Tam, 1-10 Van Tam, Vu Thanh Tning etc ...• 

The content 01 oar studies included: 

-The .ituation at home and abroad 

-The situation and the Revolutionary Task betwesn Z regions 

-15 years of experiellces of The Party Central Committee And Uncle 
~~ ( 

flo Chi Millh. 

- The Revol!ltlonary Spirit of Communists 

,v-- ~ r---' 
I still remember, GIlce, hutrllctor Ngnyen Van Vinb In The Party 

Central Committee tau,ht: "At preaent if oar Party And -Jovernment don't 
conti_e the Revoiution to llberate the South, we are Wlable to balld the 
SoclaUat regime in the North. It is so becalue the preaent llvlnl conditions 
of SVN people are higher than those of NVN compatriots, within 80me years 
they wlll defeat us because they can reinforce their army very rapidly. Now 
our North region needs the 811pply of provisions Crom the South". 
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be al80 recognized that in 1959, the Revolutionary Movement in 
the South was in the decadent. phase due to the reinforcement of the 
Communist Accusing Campaign that could create very heavy losses to 
the forces of The Party And The Revolution. Due to this reason, my 
comrades and I had to urgently reconstruct and develop such forces ... 
This was a sign of defeat of Communists after the implementation of 
the 1954 Geneva Agreement and the deployment of Communist cadres 
iying in ambush in the South. I secretly said to myself that maybe this 
was an error of The Party and Uncle in their political warfare policy 
to motivate SVN people. I dared not express this confidential thought 
of mine in the study meeting bat discussed this with my 2 colleagues: 
Doctor Thanh and Doctor Th~c. We concluded that this was a deadlocK 
for the policy line of The NVN Communist Leaders. 

The study time gUded away rapidly. We were waiting for the 
departure day to the South. 

6 
. ( 

In late October L9 I, I desired to meet my fll4.ncee the Last time 
but I feared the control of The Party. I asked the permission to visLt 
Ph& Do" Hospital to have teeth examined there to cover the eyes of 
inspectors. In this occasion only did I have the chance to meet her, my 
poor bllt beloved fiancee. 

Following me to .... my concentration camp, she said farewell to 
me at the Fang C6 Railways Station •.. We walKed near each other speech­
lessly ... We tenderly lool<.ed at each other Ln the last minutes prior to the 
separation second. The train whistle roaring to sLgnal the departure 
moment seemed to deeply pierce our hearts. She wept, tears running 
down abundantly from her eyes. She murmured: "Darling, darling, how 
will b. our fate? You will b. like that mass of cloud to be dispersed in 
the wind and I like the flame of a petrol lamp terribly blown by The wind ... 
how will be our love, darling?" 

My heart withered, my eyes blurred. Those bLaCK silhouettes of 
Commanlst cadres 8udd8ll1y became an Immense mass of wic-<ed genii 
wherefrom red hot flames spread Ollt to mercileuly burll thell totally 
destroy the ardent love of OIlrs •.• I lost my consciousness III a brief 
minute ... Then I recovered Lt at once ••• Ahl I had to 8&y something to 
console my lover: "Well, darling. We maat courageously bear saUerings 
caased by war. Adieul ". 
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l 

I left her standing lonely In the center of the immense platform 
to touch the door of the train rolling forwards. I looKed at her my poor 
liancee until her silhouette mixed with the dar.<ness of a starless night. 

I murmured two verses to console myselC: 

1 - ~ _ I 
"Trolbay chla ly ch. chDlong heo 
"N,m(,1 dl ... trong cOt dleu t,;:o ..• 

"Obi God I Why are yOll 80 wicKed to separate US 

"So that I must leave her •.. to CI,ht In a destructive war •.. 

Thll was a separation extremely sad for me. a youth stepping into 
life. The more I thou,ht. the greater waS my hatred toward NVN Communist 
leaders. They contlnously propagandlsed that only the Socialist regime 
would be able to bring happiness to MAN •.. but this extremely sad separa­
tion was the ,enulne happiness that that SocUa[st regime brought to my 
liancee and me. 

Until today. after 13 successive years of separation. OIlr [st love 
seems to become a put dream letting back to my heart an eternal painful 
regret. ,Jod Damn Those Communlstsl 

The Departure Oay 

ODe day after I reached the concentration camp. 30 doctors and 
medics wei'e sent to the Health Department to participate In the farewell 
party. Was preeent there Pham Hllag. r.e eu'c Th;o. OIlg v.r.i Khlem, 
Pham Ngoc '!buh. Hoan, Vaii 'i:~1 etc ••• Pham Hung. Vice Premier , - . 
ralseel h18 voice to advise U8 to maintain the security and the pride of the 
Revolullo1larle •. 

Ia the mornlll' of 6 November 1960, ah,."p ot nearly 90 cadres 
Incbadlng 30 doctors and medics ot my hrallch were transported by completely 
covered true .... trom SOn Tay throu,h goa Blob to H.~Nam conaecting with 
the Natloaal Road No.1 to reach Njrh!f',Aa Prevlace. We rested a nl,ht at 
the bureall of the Nih. AD Province Party Committe. to contlnae OIlr road 

? -to Quallg Blah Province the next morulag. We .topped at the camp of the 
101st R •• /3ZSth Div. ba(ore ~tertn. th. H. station. in the mountaia0ll8 

~ 

area of Vlnh Llob Province. It rained tumultuously here. We had to stay 
1 days to walt for finer weather. In this period. we were ordered to-reject 
all vestiges from the North including the photographs of our beloved relatives. 

-5-



3 day. later. the weather became Ciner. The rain ceased. We 
began to re 811me ol1r infiltration trip. 

~ -Dr. Thanh was the Chief of my grollp. lila a8sistant was Dr. Tien. 
The political member of my grollp was Vo-Cong Nhan. a cadre in the 
CuRng Ngaf Province Party Committee. 

'-
We crossed the Lao frontier. climbed lip the Col: 1001. walking all 

day long to reet ollly at night. When crOSSing the Road No.9 we had to 
,rope forwards In the darKness of ni,ht. My own trip was relatively sbort. 
Alter abollt a month. I left the grOllp to walK to the frontier direction between 

? ,-,A. 
two provinces OIlang Trl and T~lla Thien. Then I was gllided to a reception 
camp of hlter-Province Tri Thien Party Committe. whose secretary was 

~'\... , 
comrade NgIlyen Minh (allas Ta' Minh). Here I might enjoy 3 day. for rest 
and recuperation. The 4th day. comrade NlUyiti Minh met me and asked 
me to prepare lll,ga,e to go to the West of OIlaDg Trl Province (I.e. HIl'Ong 
l-lo~ Province) to e.tabUsh a dispensary here to taKe" care of the health of 
regional cadre. and Inhabitants. On ZO December 1961. I held my rUCKSaCK 
and climbed up cols and mountains to reach HII'Ong H'a District. Around 
me there were only jungles and mounts wbere were living highlanders 
whose living conditions being extremely poor with shortage of rice and 
salt. They bad to COIlSllme maille and manioc Instead of cooked rice. They 
had not salt for two or three months. When .eeing me they beg,ed for salt 
and tasted it a8 if I gave them sweet candles. Wbat a heart rending scene I 

After convanations. I realised that those poor farmers bad to 
contribate all their rice productions to The Revolution. They had not 
c_l<ed rice. So they consumed manioc to sllrvllr'e. I cOllld not belp feeling 
sad and confll8ed. In the dllmer In A Bung Village. I complained with comrade 
Dang, Chief of HIl'ong HJa District Party Committee that the regional In­
habltalltl were so much poor due to their forced rice productions to The 
Party And State. 7Unexpectedly thls complaint of mine Wal reported~ hl~ 
to the Ciliet ot Chlang Tt:.l Province Party Committee: Comrade NgIlyen Tam 
Thu. As a re.lllt. III a conterence. I was severely criticised by the latter 
tor having a thOIl,htle .. complaint badly InCluenclng the ma88 tholl,bts and 
also for not performll1l my taSK toward tQe maIlS movement. Worse than 
that. I bad to bear an extremely miserable lite In this secret war Bo.e. 
Monthly I received oaly 45 can. of rice and 2 cana of salt (22 Kga 500 of 
rice and nearly I Kg of salt). My 8l1bordlnate. and I bad to burn the waste 
Jungle to bave land to cultivate rice plants and manioc to cons lime Instead 

v 
o! COOKed rice in daily meals. On 10 January 1962, I visited Kbe Bap llaison 
station, Ba hy village. huon, lio'a District. I received there an order from 
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Comrade Nguye';; T;m Thu to go to worK in the Military Section: 50 of 
his province (at that period there was not yet the Quari'g Tr~ Unit Head­
quarters). This mad .. me mor .. dlspl .. as .. d. 1 did not liKe the military 
s .. rvlce du .. to its r .. strict .. d diEclplln... I would los .. fre .. dom th .. re. Du .. 

"'-' ~, 
to this r .. ason, 1 wrote a r .. ply to Comrad .. Nguy .. n Tam Thu, Chl .. f of 
Qualtg Tr,i Provinc .. Party COmmltt .... to let him know that 1 came to the 
South not to serv .. in the military service but in the civilian branch. So 
I asK .. d him to send me to a civilian dispen8ary. Two days after, he was _ A 

obliged to send me to the Ca Mau Hospital (built in the secret war zone 
to b .. come iater th .. C;;: ~u hospital In the Liberation Ar .. aJ. From this 
day towards, I wall strictly pursu .. d and controlled by Quang Tr} Province 
Party Committee. My former complaint about the poor lIvlnll condition 
of !-iung hoa highlanders and the rejection of the order of Quatig Tri Province 
Party Committee Chi .. f made my IHe more and more difficult. • 

In this period, I was a treatment physician. Dr. bc(Nam was th .. 
Chief oj this hospital under the control of Comrade Nguye; Tam Thu', Chief 
of Qua~g Tri Province Party Committee. So I met with numerous compl!ca-

, ,<--

tiona from Dr. 1-lo Nam. 

There was serious shortage of proviSions and medicines. There was 
nothing to cure and bandage the wounds of VC soldiers brought to my 
hospital. I had no "baorbent cotton. Cnce, too much discontent, I com­
plained: "What a poor provincel One 18 Ilnable to purchase I Kg of absorbent 
cotton to help 118 in this hospital. Unexpect .. dly th .. se words were reported 
to the Chief Quartg Ttl Province Party COmmltt .. e. I still remember, in 
a political reorientation In early 1963 of th .. Health Section, I was merci-....r- ......... 1\,.-

lessly criticized by Comrade Nlllyen Tam TbU' and Dr. !-io Nam, b\8 faithful 
supporter In 3 following probl .. ms: 

(l) Elq»reulng tbollghtlellS complaints about the forced contribution. 
of provisions of the hi,hlallders in Hung hO\.. District and not alreeing with 
the strict reqalsltlon and merciless exploitation of The Party that made th .. 
r .. gional Inh!lbitants hllngry. 

(2) Expressing complaints aboot the sbortage of facilities and 
medicines and about the attitllde, prejudice in the leadership of Tbe Party. 

(31 Uaing illegally the secret olClelal code in a {amillal letter to 
accelerate th .. transmission, and g .. neraHzing the method and organization 
among th .. Inhabltantsqto r .. ar loats to have milk without the permission 
from the Cbl .. f o{ Quang Tri Province Party COmmltt ..... 

\ 
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This fact made me extremely discontent and Increased my hatred 
toward The Party. Once. a VC In Cam LcS D1.trlct WaR seriously attacKed 
by biIiIt failure. .he a ... ,ed me to visit blm Cor treatment. I prepared my 
lalialle {or a 5-day trip througb the Tbafh flu river and jungle trail. I 
reached near the bareau of the III VC cadre when I received an order (rom 
Comrade Vo Chi Congo Sec retary In Quabg 'I r,l Province Party Committee 
througb a medic and liaison agent. I had to retllra to my oCnce Immediately 
to cure a patient serloaely ill. In reality. the Communl.t cadre. feared 
that I would rally to the RVN Jovernment because I was golftJ nearer to 
the area controlled by the Saigon Administration. The medic and Hal son­
agent did not let me 1<J10W so {ranKly. how cruel they were. th08e Communist 
cadres I They continuously euspected me and thought that I was not (althCul 
toward the Communl.t re,lme. 

ACter this lit unfinished miuion trip. I became more discontent. and 
the contradiction. betwe_ Dr. Bo Nam and me bicame more serious. In 
early 1963. the RVNAF launched a military operation into my secret zone 
at 11linll Ho~ Dldrlct. I waS ordered by him to evacuate our dispensary 

~ '''-i 
to Ba 14 mountain (DOc Mleu area) bat I did Dot accept this mission due to 
my poor health and my high blood pressure that prevented me Crom living 
on the blgh altitude. lie tried to peullade me bat Vainly. At last he reported 

,r- - ? my caee to Ngoyen Tam Tbci. CMeC oC Quang Tr,1 Provillce Party Committee 
for InterCerence to solve thl. problem. In the dlacl18slon. I opposed their 
su.peet. and aslted them to .end me bac« to the North if I was no longer 
needed by them. It they sUll n.eded my pr.sence. they had to respect my 
right In the mlulon oC a physician to treat patients and u .. medicines. 

I still r.member the Collowlng Cunny story: In my operation area. 
all medlctl.e. and medical tool. were .applled by the North alter each 
quarter. In the let quarter oC 1963. I received a bag oC nearly 25 Kga oC 
Koreu ,Ill. ell,. But after brlngillgit to the dispensary. I was ordered by 

? til. Chief oC a.a., Tr,l Province Party Committee Bureau to transmit this 
ba, to him. I a .... d him the reason and did not .end gln.eDg to him because 
thl. waa a medlciJlal prodact ased to treat patl.llt.. III "!!pna might lue 
It to reco"er th.lr h.alth durlll' the cODVale.ceace. NIllY •• 'fam Thd had 
to vidt me twice bat he was unable to per.uade me. At la.t he sent a 
ltai.on aleat to trallsport the bal to hla office but I conti_ed opposing 
though helftJ not the Chief of this dlapensary. I couidered his actlon 
uaJIlBt. corrupt. A. a leadiDI cadre. he might not ille,ally use this ginseng 
becall.e all elli.ens were equal In the medical treatment. It a.adg Tr,i 
Provlace Party Committee needed it. I might ofCer to it 5 Kgs only. This 
\Vaa already the hllhe.t quantity and my most ,enerous cOlicesslon. 
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IV' 
Alter thl. ,In. en, dory, Dr. Ho Nam wanted to pub me Into 

another dispensary. During my ab8ence (or a medical minion trip, 
he propoud with Comrade Nlllye; BO, OIlad, Tri Province Party , . 
Committee Member re'pon8lble for the economic brancb to tran8mlt 
me to military eervlce by arilling that medical cadre .. were needed to 
establl.h the health Section for the OIladl 'Irl Unit. ReallY'peaking. 
he decided to p.ub me away from biB dispensary to seize the whole 
management ~d control. But be reaped storm after sowln, stronl 
wind. Dr. Ho Nam wae ldlled by the RVNAF In an amba.h at Khe Sanh 
In 1963 after I had left hl8 dlapensary to wort( In the mlUtary service. 

The Poor Fate of Liberation Combatall_te: I was sent to tbe military service 
to become Cblef of Tbe health Sectlon/OIlabg 'Ir} Unit baving the duty to 
form varlo., •• r,ery fleld teams (CJ?I pbaa tbu%t da cble~) stationed on 
the forward Une to operate wounded combatante In VC Battalion. K8-14-K9 
and Groap T Work Site 7 of the 324B Division reinforced by tbe regiment of 
sappers KlO, an alStl aerial battallon and a DKB Battalion (equipped with 
122mm rOCKets). Tbe above forces formed the 7tb Front In 1967 not Including 
the combat force. and tbe •• rgery field teams 31-32-34 lormed by myself. 

The above IInU. had the daty to act In .eparate area.. For 8l<ample 
? v the team 31 calXlped in the area, near the frontier at the Weat o( Hal Lanl 

Diatrlft; the ter.m 32 In the plain of thl. district in Hal Duong. !:Ial OIle. 
Hil Hoa and Hal Klnb villages; the team 34 in the plalll o( Trieu Phong 

"...,- A- c.. 1 ?..-
district In 'Iri_ Tr.ch, Trlea Van. Hai An and Hal Khe villa,e', Tbe,e 
sur,ery neld team. had the daty to receive all wounded cadre. alld Boldlers 
from the above .nlta a. wen as all clvUlaa patleats III tbelr areas. They 
had to operate their wOllnd. aDd evacuate .erioaaly wounded cadres to Ha 
Doll, hospital tor more carelal aIad complex treatmeaL All the above ullit. 
were _del' the technical mana,emellt ol the Military health Sectlon/7th 

~ 

Front beaded by Captaia Doctor Le Lltll. 

ID reality, we bad to lI"e In the trOllbled area COlltroUed by VC but 
.lIlIally attacked by the RVNAF. So we met with ,reat difllcultle8 In the 
supply and traasportall •• field. We had to ceaseleuty nee. avoid cluhes 
with the RVN troops to mailltain oar own safety. Due to this reason, we 
had to 01'laal.e ar,eat operatlone for w_ded cadre. and lIoldlers comln, 
from the battlef..,nt. to evacGate them to appropriate area. within the 
activity .,here of each .eparate .ur,ery team before traa.portill, them 
to the .ecret war sone. Thi. was a problem extremely dlCtlcult to be solved 
by liS. Oar leading cadre. were uBually Incompetent. We mi,bt decide 
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what to do accordin, to our KIlowled,e and wUi. 'Ibe poor Cate of 
Liberation Combatants was Ilnder-estimated by the Communists. Alter 
each combat. dae to the clo.e encirciement o{ the RVNAF. Liberation 
woanded soldiers were let bacK on the battlenelds. A IlUmber o{ others 
were arrested thoa,ta being drawn by their comrades away Crom the Cront 
due to lacK of faciUlle. to be tralUlJliOrted to the VC .ecret war sone. 
'Ihis bad sUaatloa lasted {rom 1965 to 1968. Liberation .oldlers and our 
teame were very discontent aad confused. We did not want to .tra"le 
any IOlller. So ""e tried to avoid clasta... Myself. I .hared thi. viewpoint 
wUh th~eca" •• in combats. a ,r.at na.mb.r o{ Liberatiou cadre. and 
soldiers *CMald be ",,_ded to dista.rb me and my surgery field teams. At 
that period with a deeperate mind I a.adly feit uneasy and aaxious when 
beiq iaformAld of the arrivai of a new wOllnded person. I Celt so not only 
dlle to the lack. of ."r,ery {acilities and medicilles but also due to the 
extreme compUcatiollB aad difficulties ill trallsportin, wounded cadres and 
soldier!! to the secret war son.. CbU,lu, the civilians to transport wounded 
combalants ,rata.UoQaly. to sllpply prmBioas to nourish th.m was consid.red 
as a brutal actiou by me becall.e they had to bear myriads of war miseries 
and perU.. Despite the peopie's poverties •• oaUeu VC cadres continued 
{orchl, the re,ioaai inhabltallts to do what they did not like because these 
poor civilian. had to worit hard. eara money to nourish their own families. 
Be.lde •• they had to pay agricultural tax. to worK a" civilian laborers to 
transport ammunUion •• weapon. and wounded soidiers aucce •• iv.ly and 
,rabdtou.ly. 

I visited their ........ hamlets and vUla,4,. before the arrival of 
VC troops. At daat period a prosperoas atmosph.re was displayed every­
wbere with crowded poJMllation. noisy streets. abandant provisions. 'Ihe 
material ure of the inhabitant. was plentitul. But later. the Liberation 
troops ,ot In. Comltats occared. 'Ihe re,ional people became poorer. 
Mally were k.lUed or w_ded. Mea,rnillis .pread _t everywhere alon, with 
destroyed plants aad tr.e.. 'Ihe yell_ish coloW-of de.tructioa. caa.ed 
by'Ibe Llberatlo" War of the NVN leaders haa covered thi. ScMath re,lon 
for over tea years. 

Worse than that the NVN youths iadadin, my.elf bad to leave our 
aative place. and beloved relatives to infiltrate to this Soatb relion to be 
conti_sly menaced by death wbell creatia, myriads of miaeries and paina 
to our SVN compatriot.. ne NVN leaders mast be fully reapoa.ible (or 
th. above mouraia,tul result_ tn _r aaUonat hi_tory. 

,,~ eJ 
Dr. DO Cayet 

'-. 
-10-



f' v 

4Tb .ARTICLE 

L '"' 

LE VAN Tl-'INI-, 

S\lGON \Nf' TWO TRIPS 
************** 

LE VAN Tf,ANb, a reconnaissance, sapper platoon leader, rong Nai 
Regiment, born In 1947 In Thil Biiih Province (NVN), single, education 
degree: 10th form (Communist Education System) and middle-level School 
of Arh in hanoi, in the sculpture branch for 18 months, entered the Army 
in May i965 and infiltrated into the South in December 1966. Le was arrested 
on 5 rune 1968 in Saigon. 

* 
* * 

I return to Saigon in the sweet sunlight of late summer in a jeep lightly 
running on the large National Road No. I between two rows of floating RVN 
flags to rally to the Free South Vietnam. 

I am extremely moved when reacbing the limit of the magnificent capital 
to be warmly welcome by all-level authorities in the first organization of 
the RVN Government a8 if I were really a relative of their. coming home 
after a long absence. 

Saigon 1 the name that reminded me of the terrible combats in two waves 
of ofCenaive of CommuniltB in ~u Tb'&n Tit (1968) was shot ~ybursts of 
fire from Ai< guns or angry MOs. But today I return here Ii",e in a marve­
lOllS dream in this mllltary jeep. 

Saigon 1 Today I return not with hatred and enmity but with immense and 
warm national love reserved for me by all Inhabitants. 

Saigonl In this return I don't bring to you and the people miseries, pains 
and mourning. as formerly. I don't destroy any houses, bridges and loc",s A __ ' 

as in the Man Tnan 'I~t attaCK'. 
L 

Saigon I 1 feel I have complete freedom and bright hope this time. 1 asK 
the driver to rlln his jeep as slowly as posslbie to let me observe by my 
own eyes the portions of land into which my Communist comrades and I 
dared to Infiltrate only in the darKness of starless nights. Today, I lOOK 
at the long streets more and more carefully. The jeep reaches Gia Dinh 
soon. What" joyflll and animated Bcenel There is no gun explosion, no 
brOKen bric K, no grey ash as in the Mau Than Tet general offensive to 



liberate the people. This time, series of high buildings appear on both 
road sides wherefrom spreads out the fierce and free living force immense 
as that of rolling sea waves. 

I thrill with lear, repentance and regret when thinking of my past errors 
in sacrificing uselessly for The Party. I can never forget the great wound 
deeply carved into the Vietnamese history by the defeated 2nd wave of general 
attaCK into this area. I can never forget that painful souvenir. My fear, 
repentance and regret increase higher and higher in my heart. When living 
freely on this beloved plot of land, I understand more clearly the deep meaning 
of the slogan: "USIN:::; LOVE TO REPLACE hA TRED AND ENMITY" of the 
"Chieu Hoi" policy of the Free South Vietnam. In fact, this generous policy 
has opened road for hundreds of thousands of other Communist comrades and 
for myself to return to the Survival Road from the Red Hell. 

I still remember ..•. a night of May 1968, my Wllt and I were ordered to 
launch an urgent operation from Bhlh My, Bhih Duong to Saigon. We advanced 
silently, heavy weapons pressing on shoulders and arms and flanKS. Enemy 
flares shining brilliantly the area of dense posts and camps of the RVN, 
created great obstacles to our movement. In the unit, only platoon-leader 
level cadres as myself upwards might KnOW the real purpose and the target­
concentration camp. The other. did not Know whether they would go 'lnd why 
they had to go. The only sure thing was that everybody felt confusion and 
fear for his own life especially when advancing to the plain. Dreadful thoughts 

"'" _ ..... f 

created by the mourningful scenes during the M~u Than Tet general offensive 
still haunted the memory of everybody. 

Many though havln, wOllnds not yet healed had to ~artic!pate in this operation. 
We stepped through the deserted rice fields in Chao Thanh District to the 

,.A ,,--' orchards destroyed by bombs and rounds in the '-""'tu Than Tet combats then 
passed L~i Thiell and Thu BIIc Districts to witness the war destructions 
wherelC'om spread out the stinKing and fetid odour of dead bodies. We 
crossed the National Roads No. 13, No. I. At 0500 AM we were totally ex­
hausted to b,.! oblilled to stop on the bank ol the Saigon River, about 2 Kms 
tar from Blnh 'Irl~ Cross-Road. At that very moment, a lriendly unit 
besan to lIercely fire 12Zmm rOCKet rounds Into Saigon capital to create 
dreadful explosions everywhere. Looi<lng at OIH map, we I<new we were 
near the T~n SOn Nhdt Air Base and the limit of Gia-Binh. When listening 
to the radio atatlon we reallzehhe S. O. S. of our lorce~ Inside the city. That 
platoon met with perils near the Phan Thanh Giah Bridge wherefrom explosions 
of gUDs were denser. At the same moment, we had to try to crOSS the Saigon 
River. \.iajor Ba Tt'uah, Chief of Staff of Communist :eong Nai Regiment 
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directly ordered my own platoon to lead that crOBS. Using a small 
quantity of boats, we had to row by hands in accordance with his order. 
This portion of the Saigon River was about 400 meters wide with dense 
coco-trees rows on both sides and sKin tearing sharp leaves of Holly 
trees. The salted river water cauoed incredible pains when impregnating 
our wounds. Far away, in the direction of the Birlh Leii Bridge, the lamp­
light waS much clearer due to enemy flares. From Bioh L~i Bridge, 
bursts of (Ire of 8ub machine guns echoed. The blue flames of rounds 
seemed to tear the thiCK blae" curtain of night. UnCortunateiy at 1/3 of 
the river width we had to fight against the RVN Navy in patrol. Our boats 
were on the surface oC the river. There was no secret place to hide in it. 
We had to exploit the surprise factor first: We hastened to fire the B40 
rounds into the enemies. As I sat in my floating boat, my two first rounds 
lost their targets to fall down on the right flanK of the RVN ship. Immediately 
the RVN light machine guns 50 and all size cannons shot at us from the ship. 
This was my first combat against the RVN Navy. Due to the enemy dense 
fire, one boat oC our side was sunK. The surviving boats tried to flee to 

? ( 
Thu Buc District banK. 7 comrades along with their weapons were lost in 
this first river combat. .\bny had to die unjustly after wounded because 
they were unable to reach the ban". 

In the aurora, the whole strength of our 2 battalions iooKed at the swamp 
totally deserted with some scattered coco trees. I felt sad when comparing 
my own fate with that of the bats fearing day-light. We were ordered to 
dig ditches and ~xholes to avoid the damages created by enemy sweep 
operations. Our platoon had to bear the heaviest respo nSibillty: forming 
the barrage around the b,,,nana garden of 2 buildings near the river banK. 
There were many small motor boats with a floating palace and bunches of 
beautiCul multi colored paper flowers. It was the morning of 2 \4ay. Just 
as our guess, the RVN Artillery Crom CtLoa BarraCK in S~igon and from 
other bases began to fire. Cur position was the first to bear damages. 
Their lOSmm round, and Slmm mortar rounds dreadfully whizzed above 
our heads. P~rt\cles of briCK walls fell down. The coco tree trunKS were 
cut off to lie down here and there. In that smOKY and sinister atmosphere 
spread out the tragic cries and moans of Liberation combatants. An arm 
then a brain were strongly thrown to the Cront door of my shelter; blood 
abundantly poured out to redden the dirty dust. Then the artillery stopped 
temporarily to let the place (or armed he licoptere, activities. I secretly 
prahed the clever and effective coordination of the RVNAF 4 armed beloes 
began to fire. Their rOCKets terribly plOl:lghed the ground one after another. 
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Their light machine guns beg,n to deotroy ~ll thic-.( bushes around me. 

I felt sorry for the poor fate of my comrades hiding themselves in fr"il 

shelters. I waB ordered to shoot at RVN heloes. I use my radio set to 
M 

contact comrade Ba Tuan. Unexpectedly I met the radio frequency of the 

RVNAF and received the secret code of tbeirs. I Knew that they were 

maneuvering Rangers at BI~b Tri~u CrOBs Road and that another force 

waS crossing Go Dlia bridge in ThU: We to seize their "Two-Prong-Pressure" 

and closely encircle my complete unit. 15 minutes later, comrade Ba Tua-n: 

informed me through o.dlo that the last group of our Di An Batta Hon had a 

clash with the RVN ."IF on the National Road No. I, IKm far from Go Dua 

bridge. The gun exploslons roared dreadfully from that claah. The situation 

became more and more disadvantageous for our side. If desiring to advance, 

we could not cross the Saigon River in day tlme. If desiring to withdraw, 

we should defeat the RVN troops on the National Road No. I, we had no other 

way except fighting until death here. 4 RVN heloes temporarily postponed 

their destructions and mena"es. lAaybe they rushed to the front to suppo rt 

two above mentioned wings of the RVNAF. At that very moment I was ordered 

to withdraw at any cost to the Leadquarter8, In VUl)n Xo;;:i, near the trail 

conneding The Nation'll Road No. I to tbe Saigon River near the building ~e 

are ln'because the Saigon River position WaS no longer necessary. .~ gnashed 

the teeth to stop an insult. I did not Know why that cruel comm'lnder re­

served the most dtrficult taSK for my platoon and me. I suddenly felt sad 

with the following bitter thought covering my whole mind "A great major-fof 

soldiers in my platoon were born in NVN, and that is a reinforcing platoon ,.., 
when comrade Ba Tuan is a commander born in SVN. Maybe due to the 

above discrimination, injustice has happened at all times In my unit". 

However. to protect the lives of 80me hundreds of men in two Liberation 

b.~ttalion8, I had to execute that unjust order reluctantly by ma.neuvering 

my platoon to the target area. This was not easy a pro blem. We had to 

cross an open area having no trees, no plants no heaps of earth. Any 

platoon became an easy prey and ideal target {or RVN artillery and air 

fire. Fortllnately for ns, we were able to attain Vu'o'~ Xoai safely by forming 

"3-man cells" crawling with difficulty through that open area". 

The regional lnhabitants ha.d left their houses. Some horses had been 

Killed by rOllnde near the bro><en barrels of water that had spread out into. 

an lmmense polld. My unit had to fight against two wings of the RVNAF 

110 closely that RVN heloes could no longer fire. Both sldes tried to grab 

land {rom meter to meter. l,ouaes in the area were completely burnt; 

Trees and plants totally cut off. The fight prolonged till 4 PM. Nearly 
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