
If. 5 U J' 

date 

71"1) --

PRESIDENT THIEU SPEAKS AT AIRPORT ON DEPARTING FOR U.S. 

Saigon Domest;;.c Service in Vietnamese 1112 GMT 31. Mar 73 S 

[R-~'N President Thieu.s speech at a farewell ceremny at Sa1gon l s Tan son Nhut Airport 
on 31 March prior to his departure for the United states--recorded] 

[Text] Dear cOmJ>atriots, brothers and sis ters: 

We are prof'oundl.y touched and sincerely thank the compatriot broth~rs and sisters for 
co~ng in such a mass to see us off'. 

HISTORY OF THE VIETNAM WAR ON MICROFILM 
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Befr)r€ boarding the aircraft~ I want to say a few words to the compatriots of all 
walks of Ii,fa and to the brother and sj,ster officers and troops throughout the 
country. 

Re:e:p('lr,d1r.g tc the invj.tat1on by the President of the Unlted States, I am now leaving 
on a 6··day official visit to that co"t.mtry where I will have talks with President 
NixolJ.. This i~ my first official visit to the U. SG continent p a visit which I have 
wanted to make for the past many years, but have had no opportunity. On this Journey 
I want to represent 18 million southern compatriots in expressing the profound 
gratitude of the RVN people for the great contribution of the U.80 Government and 
people~ and for the great sacrifice and heroic struggle of the U.S. combatants in 
our country. 

Today is the 60th day following the signing of the agreement on the cease~f1re and on 
restcJ'ing peace in Vietnam. Today is also the day when the last U.S. soldier has 
Just d.eparted Vietnam afts!' a protracted and most dif:f'icult and de11¢ate struggle 
for "ete American peOple. This is alse the day when all U.S. POW:s have been released 
and arE on the 'way home tu m.eet their familiers once again. This 15 alse the reason 
why I ('lhOCfl6 this pe:r:tod of time to leave fel!' the United states to express our 
Viet.nameae people IS gratitude. 

MY- off ieial visit takes place in a new phase m,ar>ked by the cessation of the war and 
the r~establi5hment of peace in Vietnam: for which the Vietnamese and American 
peoples have fought side by side for many years and have shared sacrifices and efforts 
and weal and woe. What I am going to discuss with the president of the United states 
and to present to the American people of all walks of life will be aimed at 
~tab11shing a new foundation in consonance with the new 5ituation~-a situation of 
peace and a post-war situation. The common goal of ourselves and our allies is from 
now On to consolidate peace: and our cammon policy and efforts are aimed at achdeving 
mutua) assistance and cooperation in peace. 

Within the scope of our principal taSk: crur allies will c-ooperate with us not in 
solving the war~ but in solVing the peace. This involves conso11dation of the peace 
which has been aChieved in conform,ity with basic principles and the agreement so 
that ::his peace can become a true and stable peace in this area and also in the entire 
world, Only if a true'and stable peac€ is achieved will we be able to speak of and 
aChieve a cooperation so as to develop cammon happiness and prosperity for all nations. 

Therefore, on this trip to the United States~ 1 will also visit a number of other 
nations. And in the future I will visit other nations. I term this trip one designed 
to achieve cooperation in peace. I will discuss with the leaders of these nations 
the problem of consolidating peace in this area of the world and of achieving 
developmental cOOperation in the postwar p~riod. 

Before departing~ I convey my regards to all the compatriots and brothers and siaters 
throughout the country. Compatriots and brothers and sisters, please pray that I may 
be astute and clear-sighted so that I can satisfactorily fulfill the mission that 
you have entrusted to me, Thank you compatriots and brothers and sisters. 

SAIGON RADIO REPORTS TRIEU'S ARRIVAL, FIRST DAY IN U,S, 

First Day Activities 

Saigon Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0500 GMT 3 Apr 73 S 

(Test] RVN president Nguyen van Thieu has been officially received by U.S, President 
Richard Nixon with the full ceremony accGrded to a chief of state at the western 
White House at San Clemente, California. 
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At 1030 looal time on 2 April~~that Ls p 0230 Saigon time thts morning=~a speoial 
h.e11copter carryjng the RVN' president and his wj,f6' f::Jom Los Angeles landed on the 
lawn of the western White Reuse 0;:1 a W,3.rID. sunny morningo Five minutes earlier 
:f.So presid.ent Richard Nixon and tJ~.s 'ilofife a\<Taited them. &t a red~carpeted pathway. 
\II1.11e president Nixon moved fnrw;ix·1 to 'Shake hands with President Nguyen Van Thieu p 

~. 21-'3annm"1 ;e.alute resounded. and the two chiefs of state and all the dlst1:1gUished 
gJ.est:os: stood up to salute the colors of the two cQnntr'ies. A big group of peOple 
mad€:' up of both Americans and Vietnamese natir}nals 'idas also on hand p waving Uo ~L 
"vnd Vietnamese flags to greet and hail the RVN president. 

::;:(1 hj.s speech welcoming the RVN rl.'esident U§S~ pre8~!"dent R,13Jhard Nlxon 8a:td: The 
:present objective of O"..l!' two countries is to orient oU):'selves toward buiJditJ.g peace. 
Eowever ~ there still rep.ta.in cbstp..cles to be oV'ercome before a true and lasting peace 
can be achieved. He went on: The South Vietnamese people now have a pO'lofer.ful army 
able to delend thei.r territory a.nd right of sel.f~d!'!term:tnat.i.()n. 

In. h:t.E: reply speech the RVN president said tha.t the purpose of his visit to the 
lJnited states this time was to lay new foundations for peaceful cooperation between 
the two nountries following the signin.g of the Agreement on Ending the War and 
:P.estc7.'ing PeRce in VietrJ.Clmo He stres;;;ed that a qUClrter··centl.Jl'"y after- World War II 
the United Statea stil~. maintah.8 a fo:r:>ce of more tha.n 300~OOO troops in Europe o 

j",'rdle n.ow there are no U.S. troO'"ps in Viet.namo fJe expressed his deep gratitud.e for 
1.11e genertJus Ctnct impGI.rtial U. S. aBs:tstance in the figh.t against COmIllUn:lst aggression 
f.(J that peace with honor ca:"l be ach1e!'V'ed now. 

'The welcom:f.ng ceremony at the western Wi"'11te House lasted more them half an houX'.; 
T"r'.e t.wo presidents and thej.!, two <?:i.d&15 th,:m h~1d the flrst U. S~ ~V1etnam summit 
(.(')nf'erence~ .... rhJ.ch lasted naa!'ly one an.d a h.;:;o,Lf hO'...lI'B. Meanwhile the two U.S. and 
R'IN deJ.egations also held a private I$et;;sio:.'l under t!":.e guidance or their i'creign 
mJ..nisters. 

At 12,'.50 (}.t.lJ..fornia time p that is 04-30 Vietnam. t:ht!.e this m.orning~ presj.dent Nixon 
~.;1.d hj'.8 wife escorted the RV'N presi(lent and his w:l:.fe to their car. then both of 
them End the RVN delegation W€,:;-,t to a TJ. S. Mariue Corp:.. offj.oers i club 15 kms a1,fay 
i l') !3. dinner hosted by U.S. S~cretaX'y of St,ate Willi2m Rogers, 

j.t; 1500 local time, that 15 9700 8aj.gon ti..'lle tcda.y" the RVN pre;;1dent flew back tc. 
Los AngeJ.es in a h~J.icOpter to relax~ wf;,ile t~e HI{N delldgatio?l continued ·~o meet 
\d.th the U.S. deJ.ega"tion. 

TI)ll'.orrO'l.,f night in Cali.fOL'llia» th;;..':; is, about tomorrow neon in Saigon, the RVN 
r<resident and hj.s wifs and the RVN deleg;l.tion will go to the western White HV..lse 
a;~ Sar. C:!.emente for a state banquet r;,Q<Bted by the U.S. president- and his wifE: 

Sa:tgon Radio Corron~nt;:.,r;y- 2 Apr 

Sa.igo.r~ Domsatlc Servj.ce in Vietnamese llnO Glo'iT 2 ApI" 73 S 

I commentary 1 

!Text.l Upon b.i~ a!Tival in the U.S. a:'.lied na'r.,ion.~ R\T'N' Preside:,,t Ng'uyen ilan 'l'hieu 
<jpvoted the f.:LT'st .m:L"'2ute,.; of h.is affiJ;.:tal vis:l..t to :meeting h".mdr'eds of Vietnamese 
:,-p.5ident;,s and cnl:l..ege ~_-';ude:nt.s in Cl:lli.fornia. The'56 V1etnamese g away from their 
t' cuntry ~ gathered_ at the Los An.gele~'i :X:n.ternational Airport on Monday morning to 
<.-ele;ome their leader comj.:ng from acrot). the Paci.i'ic. 
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A re';~o.r<led r6po:r:t.age filed by our- three rs.,:jio correspondents f:,:,\}rn. ,Los AngS'::'es g.ives 
you lis1:~ners a pic,(,ll'e of the c~'C'dia1.j enth"'J.&ia5t1c and E:.!Jwtiot!al welcome extended 
(.f) t;rlf: f'VN presj.dent hy o~~ vietname,se resident.s ~.n Los Ange]es. In 3. 'or'ief inter~ 
view by (lUX" ,~orrespondent.s~ one Q::-' two of the wele:omers exi-;ended theIr> happy feelings 
to the rompatr1ots bacK home whil.e they were ha:i.ling the RVN head of: state in 
V~.etnamE' ~e and hc;:ld~.ng aloft vietnamese flags and banners bearing slrJg:an~ in 
vtetnarnf-se. The world Vietnam [as received] which is shining with a militant 'Will 
and the ::'ire of victory ~ again restmnded when the RVN head of state arrived in Los 
Angeles ~m thl"; afternoon of 1 April p western U~So local time, This burning feeling 
was expressed by our Vietnamese nat10n~16 in the United States in an emotion=filled 
scene of a great encounter between people who are of CIne mine! and who are,. pursuing 
the samf ideal=-to defeat the communists to preserve freedom. 

Living c.,way from. VIetnam :for 2 years r one of our Vietnamese nationals told Vietnamese 
ra.dio repo:rters tha.t RVN :president Nguyen van Th1eu represj:nted Vietnam when he came 
to the l':nited St;at:e:;;, and that in welccmlng the p:r:'esident with their sincerely ex= 
preal"ed ,Joy ~ our Vj,etname5e n6.t1onals here have expressed their ardent love- for 
the:tr !1,8i.:!:v'e land. He also said. that our Vietname'l5e residen,ts! joy in 'f,.'elcom.ing 
their he:;~d ('If state ul-on h].B ar.rival in the allied U.S. nation shows the world that, 
where-ver they live ~ nul' Vj,etr-,arr~ese residents abI'oad are always determiried to stand 
beh1!ld t~lej.i." head of 13'::ate.·,~"WJlose trip around the world :Lnl[o:;"ves a lo.fty~ peac:eful 
mission. With their h~.nd<-and flag~'Wa·.Jing and with thefr applause resoun.d1:ng through~ 
out the lnternatjonal airpcrt to welcome their president 'iJho remains reaulute in the 
struggle and sincere in cooperating for peace y oU!' students and Vietnam.ese residents 
in the United States have fully expressed their most sincere t'e~lings. 

Obviously g the Am.ericans and other peoples throughout the world can p on the basis of 
this manifestation, concretely and prOfoundly understand why a small nation has been 
able to fight for 18 consecutive years and has defeated the entire carumunist bloc. 
SUrely~ ~nce again these sincere feelings expressed by people of the sarne blood and 
same froDtline in a nation where countless nOble sacrifices have been devoted to 
helping Vietnam counter the communists~ show the American people that they were right 
to provide the Vietnamese people with spiritua,l and material support to defeat the 
commun1s~s in that part of the world very distant from their country. 

These warm feelings of the Vietnamese living far away fram the fatherland and their 
countrymen directly engaged in the country--preserving struggle, prove all the more 
clearly that the communists were right in being apprehensive about the RVN president IS 

official trip to the United States and four other friendly free world countries. 
The communists were afraid that the Republic of Vietnam would distinguish itself in 
the eyes of the free world nations and p that as a cGnsequence p what lies behind the 
mission of the South Vietnamese head of state would gain the interest and support of 
other heads of states. Therefore p a rather long time agop the 1nternatienal 
communists influenced a number of people in the United States and other countries to 
cause difficulties during the RVfl president IS present official trip. The reality 
of the welcome accorded RVN president Nguyen Van Thieu by our Vietnamese residents in 
the United States as soon as he disembarked from his plane that bore the inscription 
ucooperation in peace r fI is enough to demonstrate that the canmunists! ef.forts will be 
to no avail. 
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Thi~ bright and str.ong feeling exp:ceRsed by Vietnamese who are sharing weal and woe, 
who are pursuing the same idea.l~ h<?,s defeated and will defeat all dark s,.}hemes aimed 
at .1 arsening the brightness of the aura of vi{rtory of' the person who symbolizes 
vic"ory~<'RVN President Nguyen Van ThJE":U. 

By il'.eans of this moving support on the part of our Vietnamese nationals dur.ing the 
fir~t meeting in our frlendly nation~ the' RVN president has himself proved. the success 
he ",.as scored in the first step of' his entire undertaking to struggle for a truly 
lasting peace in a noncommunist Vietnam. Highly encouraged in his first step ~ in 
the foremost free world nation our chlef Of' state will express to and gain s.upport for 
his determination to build a t1~ly peaceful era from the U. S. President when the 
latter welcomes him at the western White House. 

Initial Commentary 30 Mar 

Saigon Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0500 GMT 30 Mar 73 S 

[Text] According to a news bulletin released by the presidential press ~ecretary~ on 
31 March RVN P~esident Nguyen Van Thieu and his wife will leave saigon and begin hfs 
offlcial tour of some friendly flCi,tions such as the unitE!d states, Italy, Britain, 
the Repuhlic of: Korea and Nationallst Chlna~ 

The pJ.~esj.dent is journey will le.st half' a month. terminating in mid-Apr'il. Accompanying 
the prt::sident on his o:Cficial trj~p are :1.mportant tiglll'l'::f, suoh a,~ Foreign Minif:,ter Tran 
van Lam a.nd hj.s w:i.fe; Economy Minls ter Pham Ki.m Ngoc; Finance M1nlster Ha Xuan Trung; 
Lt G~n cao van Vien~ chief of the RVNAF ~roint General staff; Special Pr'esidential 
As ~:~s tant for External Affairs Nguyen Phu Dth~: RVN .Ambas.sador to the united States Tran 
Kim Phuong and his wife; Ambassador Bul Diem ar!.d. PrAsidential PrASS Secretary Hoang 
Due Nha. 

A l00k at the composition of the official delegatIon accompanying the head of state on 
his first official j('lurney early :l.n the season of peace clearly reveals par't of the; 
purposes of this impoz'tant offic:1.a], journey. In addition to its diplomatiC purpose 
of oAveloping the fr'iendship between our natiun and people and the friendly nations 
and peoples ~ the president and his close economic .a.nd ri.na.ncial associates will also 
dis(1),ss sL"lcel'e allied cooperC?t:ton ip, postwa.r economf.c development- .in the RVN. 

The pret:iident and hls entouI'&ge 1Nll1 make their first stopover in the un.ite1 sta.tes~ 

one of t!1e most import-ant and closest f'rJ.endly na.tions that has fought shouldfJr to 
shoulder with 1.V'; <i.gainst the aggression initiat.ed and .fostered by the NOI'th Viet~'1amese 
QOITIJTlUnj"sts for nearly 20 yeax"s. At the inVl,cation of U.S. President Richard Nixon~ 
RVU Pr~~ideJ1t Nguyen van Th::'eu and hilS w:J.fe and our delegatio!"! \'1111 of'fl"id.lly vIsit 
ttlE; Unit0d states for" 6 days~ from 2 to 7 Apr,t1o 

A.eo():,ding co the 50l:aoule :('0:;::0 h.1..:; v:t"j,!,~~ 0:(1 the fi;:'1:It 2: day;,; vi hl-'=:; ·Lt:~ner.(.I,I"~r 

p'('(~~ (.'-ten!: :N'gtlye:n "[a.r.. ThiF.!Lt w1,:t.:1. 'ho).d ta."lks 'rl~.i.!':'!. P:re~ld~r).t Ricr..d.:t'·), Nix~)l), r-lt t.r.a ~'fe.-5j;ern 

Wh:i.te rtOl.::::.:l :l:P Sap ~Jement~, G2 . .1:!.;:-orn:i.a." !1'hi}; ,",':"'.1.) be> thF. first 1'1iE:tnE.m~,:s~·-tio S. 
S'mD1,1j: :::=.:i.r.ce the Agref':merf!; (j"-j K'ld:i.lt€ U'Ho ~!al' ",nd. R.::st(ll'ing P-ae:;e ~tE v;te-~na.m ~fad, 6}_gnf"d 

').l?- ~'7 J2.r~\(as·y Ix). Paj"is. On i: A}H'~,_l the p!'es:Ld,~.nt ;:i,nd r,~.s w:',fe a.~d t)'L:'_',~ df,l~gd.t;lon w';,.!.l 
.go ~ (1 W<:!.~.b.~0!I. and \~(';:m;:I.J,n tt:~,':>:,e f 01' 3 0.ays" 
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During their stay in Washington the president and his wife will contact Vietnamese college students and other Vietnamese nationals. He will lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier~ and will establish contacts with U.S. Vice President Spiro Agnew, U.S. congressional leaders, newsmen and radio and television reporters. and business and trade unions circles of the friendly country. The RVN president and his wife will also go to Texas to visit former U.S. President Lyndon Johnsonis gra ve and Lady Byrd Johnson on 7 April. 

After their visit to the united states. the RVN president~ his wife and his entourage will go to Italy where they will callan Pope Paul VI on 9 April. President Nguyen Van Thieu will confer with the president of Italy. Subsequentlyg the RVN president will visit Britain on 10 APril" the ROK on 1.1 and 12 April and. Nat1Qflalist China on 12 and 13 April before returning to Saigon. 

In these countries, the RVN president will conrer with their leaders on the general situation and on their cooperation with the RVN during the postwar period. 

By lOOki~ at the it~nerary and composition of the delegation we can see that the United states as the central point of the trip. Throughout the war period g the united States has assisted OUr people in every field to check the communist waveS G Companionship and friendship between the two peoples have become closer. President Richard Nixon» when dealing with the present situation and future of Vietnam» has always manifested the U.S. Governmentis and peopleis wanm support for the RVN Government and people and asserted that the united states recognizes only the RVN Government--the only constitutional and legal government of South Vietnam which is the genuine and worthy representative of 18 million South Vietnamese people and which is led by President Nguyen Van Thieu. 

For this reasong in wartime» the U.S. and Vietnamese countries, governments and peoples have closely cooperated in pursuing a common objective and ideal: That is, struggling for freedom and democracy and building a genuine g lasting peace on this land on the basis of respect for the 18 milliDn South Vietnamese people's right to self-determination and of international mutual cooperationo 

The Paris agreement has been signed and a new page in the history of Vietnamese-U.S. diplomatic relations has opened. The cooperation between the two countries is now founded on a new basis and aimed at new objectives! Preserving past successes, making Joint efforts with a friendly spirit to secure welfare and happiness for both nations, and cooperation in the economic sphere to attain postwar prosperity. 

In this senBe~ President Nguyen Van Thieu'S offiCial trip 1n the early days of the period of peace assumes a profound significance of considerable importance. 

On 31 March, the leader of our armed forces and people will start his historiC official Journey. We hope that the RVN president and his entourage will have an uneventfUl trip and will achieve glorious successes for our entire country. 

'-


