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HILI'rARY AFFAIRS MID PUBLIC SECURITY 

AR'l'1CLE RECOUNTS UNIT 'S ~'AlLURE TO 013EY COhiBA'i' ORDERS 

LExcerpt from third installment of article on carrying out 

and not carrying out orders: "Never Talking About Retreating 

Regardless of the Difficulties"; Hanoi, Quan Doi Nhan Dan, 

Vietnamese, 28 June 1973, p 3J 

'1'he 2nd Artillery Battery is a typical example of' 

activeness and inactiveness in carrying out orders. 

When it entered campaign N., the battery received 

an order to rapidly mobilize its entire formation and 

pick u!J SOMe 85 millimeter artillery pieces. On the way, 

the enemy landed to their rear; the "infantry troops in this 

direction wcre in very ~rent need of artillery in coordinated 

combat. In order to meet the infantry's need, a contineent 

1'1'0\,\ the ],attery continued on the way to pick up the artillery 

and the remainin": continr;ent, under the COMMand of Assistant 

j:attery COMmander Tran 11a ,:e, returned with other tynes of 

artj llery to fie:ht the enemy. Due to the lack of communications, 

the cadres of the 2nd Battery made full use of the existing 

lines alone: the road and organized a chain of soldiers who 

stood and vertally passed orders from one to another. 'i'hey 

wcrc deteruined to overCOMe every difficulty that arose and 

never tal ];:ed a bout retrea tin,,,:, cons eq uently, the battery 

promptly hit the enemy's formation with its fire power and 

created favorable condi tior.s whereby the infantry could 

rout the enemy regiment and protect the campaiGn's mobility 

corridor. With its spirit of overcomin~ difficulties and 

by fully carrying out the order mentioncd above, the 2nd llattery 

continued to record many feats of armys, but, once, the unit 

failed to complete its mission when carryin~ out a combat 

order. 

On this occasion, the 2nd Lattery was ordered to move 

to the front and direct blockinc: fire at enemy tanks. The 

- 3 -



unit reached its stipulated position. but. as soon as it 
f'inished preoarin,o; its combat posi tion. it was attacked 
ly ener'y aircraft. This was followed by a very complicated 
cl1anee in the formation of the enemy's mobilized infantry 
troops and. at the same time, their aircraft intensified 
their activities in the area ni,c,ht and day. \'lhat was the 
enemyplannin;:;? Could the enemy surround their !,osition? 
At their battle position. the cadres and soldiers were 
det8rnined to imnlement two combat nlans: us,~nF their 
arti 11 ery to fire at the tanl(s and using their rnachine suns 
and r~enades to fiyht the enemy's infantry troops. But. 
the ~ommand contin~ent in the tower. while discussing measures 
for c1ealin; \lith the situation, talked about retreating, 
about hookin,: the artillery up to the vehicles and rapidly 
[,ullin!'. it to the rear! Where was the rear? The key cadres 
did not stipulate exactly where it was, When the vehicles 
and thc artillery had withdrawn approxinoately 4 kilometers. 
cncmy aircraft approached and attacked them. A number of 
~30ldiers were wounded and the desirc to retreat which 
arose amon' the key cadres in the tower had a chance to 
develon further within the battlefield unit. Thus. all of 
the artillery vehicles withdrew to the rear, Therefore, 
when the OI)i)Crtuni ty arose to attack the enemy, the battery 
Vias not pr8sent in the area assi71ed it by its superiors, 

Tran l,a ~e said to us: 

"']'he 2nd llattery is a unit which has recorded 
ach' eVCllcntu in mohile combat over Ion,· distances at 12 
icattle 'losi t5 om,. J ts cadres and soldiers have clung to 
thclr comlJat ')ositions in the re~;iment for many days at a 
tine and employed many different types of artillery and many 
artjllery pieces. fly unit has been able to record the 
achlcvGllents mentioned above as a result of its high determination 
to j'i :~lJ t and overcome each d if1'icul ty. L:ut. in such a 
:Jl'ocess of' continuous combat and continuous feats 01' arms. 
(wly 1 I'linute of laxity in the struggle against ne,o:ative 
}lhcnOl:lCna was all that was needed for the above mentioned 
r~iluro to carry out a combat order to occur." 
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