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LILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY

ARTICLYE RECOUNTS UNIT'S FAILURE TQ OBEY COMBAT ORDERS

/ Fxcerpt from third installment of article on carrying out
and not carrying out orders: "Never Talking About Retreating
Regardiess of the Difficulties”; Hanol, Quan Dol Nhan Dan,
Vietnamese, 25 June 1973, p 3

The ?nd Artillery Battery is a typical example of
activeness and inactiveness in carrying out orders.

When it entered campaign N., the battery received
an order to rapidly mobilize 1its entire formation and
vick up some 85 millimeter artillery pileces. On the way,
the enemy landed to thelr rear; the "infantry troops in this
direction were in very great need of artillery in coordinated
combat. In order te meet the infantry's necd, a contingent
iI'rom the tattery continued on the way to nick up the artillery
and the remainine contingent, under the command of Assistant
lattery Commander Tran fa he, returned with other types of
artillery to fight the enemy. Due to the lack of communicatilons,
the cadres of the 2nd Battery made full use of the existing
lines alon;: the road and orcanized a chain of soldiers who
<tood and vertally passed orders from one to another. They
wore determiined to overcome every difficulty that arose and
never talked about retreating, consequently, the battery
nromptly hit the cnemy's formation with its fire power and
crcated favorable conditlons whereby the infantry could
rout the enemy regiment and protect the campaign's mobility
corridor. With its spirit of overcoming difficulties and
hy Iully carrying out the order mentionecd abtove, the 2nd Battery
continued to record many feats of armys, btut, once, the unit
raiicd to complete its mission when carryings out a combat
order.

Or this occasion, the 2nd Lattery was ordered to move
to the front and direct bloeking fire at enemy tanks. The
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unit reached its stipulated nosition, but, as socn as it
f'inished preparing its combat position, it was attacked

Ly enery aircraft. This was followed by a very complicated
chanse in the formation of the enemy's mobilized infantry
troops and, at the same time, their aircraft intensified
their activities in the area night and day. What was the
enemy nplanning? Could the enemy surround their nosition?
At thelir btattle position, the cadres and soldiers were
determined to imnlement two combat plans: using their
artiilery to fire at the tanks and using thelr machine suns
and crenades to firht the cnemy's infantry troons. But,
the command contingzent in the tower, while discussing measures
for dealin;; with the situation, talked about retreating,
about heookin;: the artillery up to the vehicles and rapidly
pulling it to the rear! Where was the rear? The key cadres
did not stipulate exactly where it was. When the vehicles
and the artillery had withdrawn approximately 4 kilometers,
cnemy alrcraft approached and attacked them. A number of
toldiers were wounded and the desire to retreat which

arosc amony; the key cadres in the tower had a chance to
develon further within the battlefield unit. Thus, all of
the artillery vehicles withdrew to the rear. Therefore,
wnen the opoeortunity arose to attack the enemy, the battery
was not present in the area assirned it by 1ts superiors.

Tran lla ¥e said to us:

"The 2nd Battery is a wunit which has recorded
achi cvenents in mobile combat over lon« distances at 12
battie nositions. 1ts cadres and soldiers have clung to
their combat nositions in the regiment for many days at a
time and employed many different types of artillery and many
artillery pleces. Iy unit has been able +o record the
achicvements mentioned above as a result of its high determination

to 'irht and overcome each difficulty. but, in such a
brocess of continuous combat and continuous feats of arns,
onrdly 1 minute of laxity in the strugele against nesative

phenomena was all that was needed for the ahove mentioned
follure to carry out a combat order to occur."
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