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THIEU PRAISES INFANTRY DIVISION IN CENTRAL VIETNAM TRIP 

Saigon Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 27 Jun 73 s 

[Reportage from the 1st Military Region by a Radio Vietnam reporter on President 

Thieu's visit] 

[Text] Continuing his inspection of central Vietnam, RVN President Nguyen Van Thieu 

left Hue for Lang Co by helicopter on the morning of 27 June, and from there the 

pres~dent and his entourage took a train for Da Nang. This section of rail line which 

had been consistently sabotaged by the communists is now rehabil1tated~ and the railway 

traffic between Hue and ra Nang has been restored since 1 April 1973~ The train with 

President Nguyen Van Thieu aboard arrived in Da Nang at 1030 on 27 June~ This fact 

has contributed to further strengthening the central Vietnamese people 1 s confidence 

in the national rehabilitation and development tasks~ 

Leaving the 1st Military Region Command headquarters, President Nguyen Van Thieu and 

the government delegation used jeeps to visit a number of places and construction 

sites where the workers were implementing the development plan of Da Nang and its 

suburbs~ The president drove through Vo Tanh, Trung Vuong. Bach Dang, Doc Lap, Ly 

Thuong Kiet, Phan Boi Chau, Nguyen Du, Le Loi, Nguyen Hoang. Dong Kinh, Nghia Thuc, 

Hung Vuong~ Nguyen Tri Phuong and Thong Nhat streets. On Thong Nhat Street, the 

president stopped and inquired about the health of the workers who were cleaning the 

sewage system of the cit yo 

The president and the delegation then headed for the headquarters of the 3d Infantry 

Division at Hoa Khanh l Quang Nam Province. where the ~resident pinned a citation on 

the flag of the 3rd Infantry Division in a ceremony that took place at 1145 on 27 June. 

Brig Gen Nguyen Duy Hinh. commander of the 3rd Infantry Division, gave a briefing 

on the achievements of the 3rd Infantry DiviSion in the area for the past year. and 

stressed the mature level of the division since its arrival in Quang Nam. 

The heroic 3rd Infantry Division has destroyed the communist R-20 Battalion. and a 

company of the Dien Ban 82d Battalion. Developing their victories. the various units 

of the 3rd Infantry DivisJon have annihilated the T-9 Platoon of the North Vietnamese 

communist 575th Missile Battaliono Especially in the movement for recovering the 

territories lost in Allgust 1972¥ the combatants of the 3rd Infantry Division cooperated 

wLth the combatants of the 2nd Infantry Division and rangers to recover Ke Tan 

district. then Tuyen Phuoc district, Quang Tin Province. the (?Rock) and Lion bases, 

Xuyen Loc H:1.11. the aiai J Lap Son and Chau Son mountains--thus driving the North 

Vietnamese commur~5t 7l1th Division toward the jungles and mountains o 

On the Quang Nam-Quang Tin battlefront the combatants of the 3rd Infantry Division 

caused serious losses to the North V:1.etnamese comrnunist 7llth Division between 

18 June 1972 and 15 February 1973, On the 44th front of the Viet Cong 5th Military 

Region$ the communists suffered 5.253 killed and 156 capturedo Twenty-five others 

responded to our open-arms appeal. Moreover 1~789 weapons including 100 rockets 

were seized, as well as 9 tanks, 5 Molotova trucks and a large quantity of ammunition. 

To commend t~e 3rd Infantry Division for its achievements and maturity~ President 

Nguyen Van Thieu pinned a citation on the division flag and awarded gallantry medals 

to the commander of the division and other regiment cornmanders~ 

I , 
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On this occasion President Nguyen Van Thieu talked to the combatants of the 3rd 
Infantry Division; [recording] You brothers should rememb€r that a year ago to thB 
c.ay th(~ 3!'d Infantry Di,vision started tv aS5ume its responsibility ave:t'· this terri,tory 
south ('f Da Nang, I s.incer.::ly commend you comrad.es-'in~arms at. various echelons of the 
31'd Infantry Division for your amed exploits and victories over the enemy in this 
d.rea. Your illustrious achievements in Que Son and Tien Phuoc are known to everybody. 
1 also commend you brother cadres at various echelons for your ef.forts in improving 
and pe_r'fecting your un]t in the tactical. technical and spiritual fields and for your 
efforts in building your unit into an outstanding division. 

Through the outstanding ef£orts of its leaders at various echelons and the conscien­
tiousness and efforts of its troops the 3rd Infantry Division has become a good unit. 
If these efforts can be maintained the 3rd Infantry Division will become one of our 
armyts outstanding unitso You brothers must defeat the communists before peace can be 
restored. You must defeat them while they are sabotaging peace following the cease· .. 
fire< Your present duty is to consolidate peace by defeating the communists when they 
attempt to violate the cease-fire and sabotage peace. 

The victories you have achieved can be consolidated by strength only. The peace that 
cur people enjoy can only be consolidated by strength. No victory can last forever; 
if we want a victory to last forever it must be coupled with strength. No peace can 
be guaranteed by itself. Strength is needed to guarantee peace. Therefore, victories 
built on strength are needed to achieve peace. which must also be built and maintained 
by strength. Only our armyts strength can maintain peace for our people. You brothers 
must maintain peace by the strength of your division in your area of responsibility. 

I thank you, brothers. [end recording] 

Leaving the First Military Region at 1400 on 27 June, the RVN president and his en­
tOlll'at;e continued their ViSlt to the 2d Military Region< Accompanying the president 
\oJ~'.re the doctor minister wl.thout portfoliO in charge of the program for reconstruction, 
recLamation and resettlement; the public health and saci.al welfare secretary of state; 
trl€ s£cretary of state for pl&nning; the lieutenant general assisting and representing 
tilt:' chlet' of the RVN armed forces Joint General Staff; the lieutenant general command~ 
ing thp. 1st Corps; division commanders; and province chiefs and mayors af the 1st 
Military Region. 

COVERAGE OF THIEU VISIT TO HIGHLANDS, KONTUM SPEECH 

Saigon Domesti.c Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 28 Jun 73 S 

[Text] After inspecting many places in the 1st Military Region and the coastal areas 
jn the 2d Military Region, RVN President Nguyen Van Thieu reserved all of Thursday, 
28 June~ for examlnJng th~ level of the communists! cease-fire violatl.ons and reviewing 
the implementation of the natlonal T'ehahilitation and deveJopment program in Kontum,. 
Phu Bon and Darlac provinces in the central highlands. 

F'o11ow l>:1g is a recorded detailed report sent in by the Vietnam Radio network corre­
spondE'nt f:c-om Ban Me Thuot· Contjnuing hi15 inspection 0f the 2d Military Regton, RVN 

P~esid!:~nt Nguyen Van Th.ieu 1~lew from the coastal areas in southern central Vietnam to 
th/;o highlands in centra J Vietnam and has reserved all of 28 ,Tune for visiting a number 
l,r vLlldges and hamlet;s &,nd resettlement centers in Kontum .. Phu Bon and Darlac prov­
inces~ 
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In the third leg of this inspect:i.on, the president flew from Qui Nhon to Kontum. and arrived there at 1000" The pres1dent was brlefed by the brigadier general commanding the '~_.~j .nfantry Divlsi.on on the connnunists i cease u ·l'i.re violation eft'orts On this front. The president observed the Kontum compatriots 1 living activities, at a ti~ I .. :hen the communists wpre l'ir:i..ng artlll€'ry on an area nearby~ The presi.dent walked 3.1ong (9Le Thanh Ton) street and stopped off at western and Oriental pharmacies JI <5roceY'y stores. '.-l:1tch shops~ and the .fish~ vegetable and fabric depart:rrents of the Kontum market k' Jnq11.tre abol;t a~ld talk w.1th the compatriots 0 Leaving the Kontum :J1ar~_cet~ the prr·,;,ident vjstt€,j the (?Ngoc Long) resettlement center~ 4 kms southwest ')£ Kontum~ Ti16re the president symbolically presented a number of representatives of hi.gi1~3.nd compatn,l) 0;;:; with :tand ownership certi.f:icates 0 In his talks with the lowland cotn'C2.tr:i.ots D11d the hjghland compatr,i,ots in the ('?Ngoc Long) resettlement center, the prc;lidcnt urged th"! 11i.ghland compatriots to be clp..a?Sighted in the face of' the wicked sche~s of the c,r::.1.oniallsts and communists, who were trying to exploit the highland compatriots and uze them as springboards to realize their ambitions Q 

':'he president said [recording] ~ Concerning the highland compatriots, since the foundation of the second republic, the policy of the national goverrutEnt has always ~een ain"ed at helping the ethnic minority compatriots rapidly catch up with the rate of progress of the lowland compatriots so that all Our people--18.5 million lowland and highland compatriots--can partic:1pate in national develop::mnt and in building a prosperous Vietnarilo In more precise terms, [words indlstinctJ there is only a Vietnamese ~'ace and people, and a number ot' them live in the highlands, a number of others in the coastal areas~ a number ot' them in Quarig Tri and a number of others in the Ca Mau Delta. There j_5 no distinction between these people, except for this i'act: The ethnic minority compatriots g cultural level is lower than that of the lowland compatriots. This loo."aS not brought about by the national government. nor was this brought about by the lowland co~patriotst- oppressive measures against the ethnic minority compatriots. This was brought about by the French cOlonialists. The independent, democratic national. govermnent must correct this. This was ma.liciounly brought about. by the colonialists to harm the higb.land compatriots. This must now be corrected by all the Vietnamese people and this government~ To this end, the government has prornulated many laws and decl'ee-laws alned at bringing about social injustice~ at improving Our reoplels living conditions and at forming cadres for the ethnic minority compatriots, as well as for the lowland compatri.ots 0 The government has allotted land to the high-· land compatriots and helped them to develOp their agricultural and fishing activities in the sarre way a,s the lowland compatriots. 

I have cons-t::antly encouraged the ethnic minority compatriots to exert efforts in the ~ilita~, administrative, political and social ~ields. The agricultural, forestry and ftshing highland cadre::: must try to improve their knowledge so as to catch up with the present rate o~ national progress. You. highland compatriots, will enjoy the fruit of your achieverrents, The lowland compatriots will not take property away fr'om the highland compatriots as was the case with the toroor French colonialists .. 
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fn 1;h,is 1and of Vietnam i:h~I"E are orJ,y tw'O categor1,es of Deopl€' whc.. €xpJ,oit thE' };.lghland cotrrphtr.lot::;, For~t':1.y th~y werP. thE: French c:olonial1.scs and nOw th>3y are t,o_e C\.1:1IDHlnlsts. Col{JniaJ,JsID 1s st.iJ..l t~t!'':'e; the 010. as weJ.l as 'the new ',rhe foreign cot~)ni8J.i.sr,b are ai.way;:; there .. They have i,nei.ted the highland compatr,iots to stru.ggle by pr-opiJgand.1.z1ng T.tlat, the lowlanders aT'''' lJ~tter off than the highlanders 01' that thp 1"~..-teT.' aTe il1,~i:·rea,ted. and they ~nave in:i.tiated one movemeni"; a.fter 8.nother to egIS Y"l'. hl.ghland c0mpa r,rHJ i:.s or. Howe ITe r t as Y()~l compa,t.; riots do not have en')ugh time for c,.l1t:i.vation and work tv f'eed yourselvl?s and care- for your hea.lth, h0W can yuu ha.ve Ume to engage in a pulJ.tic'3.1 struggle" FI],rthermore 1 'you do not even know what you ..... .tLL struggle fl)r. FOl'm~rlr~ faced, with the French colonla.tists 1 oppre5sion .. you (!·)fnpar. riots s ta rt.~d. the F1.l~;"ro [belonging to the Rhade Montagnard, tribe J s trl.l.ggle J1Dvernen.t.,P but now there is no reaSOn for any struggle at alJ. Non&theless} the f'rJreign coJ.onialist.s st.tlJ. try to goad you on. Moreover,P there are also the new cr,loni.alJ.s ts ~ Al thougl1 being Vietna~se j they are even mUr€ cr-tiel than the foreigners. They are the c(Jmmunistb c0mi.ng here from North Vietnaa, and the communists of' the !ibex'ation front in the S0uth. They have been trying to m.i.slead you co~atriots by usi.ng various forms of dec€!.ltful propaganda~ I request that you compatr.iots not listen to them p you shouJ.d work dlligently to earn a living, The government still Jl"aillCains the polJ.cy thac the highland compatriots must progress and be accorded special cl)ns.ideration over other compatriots ~ 

ThlC' pr(·b.!em ,~s that to stay idle do,ing nothing but lodging criticism is not enough .. If we bave a plot ot' lCind, but we stay idle doing nothing but criticizing and lashing out witb insults against others,P there wi_II be no r.ice t'Or us even if we wait for 8 years~ No" ~ if we wo rk in our fieldS we will have ri.ce to eat in 3 months. The re will neve r be ri~e for US ev~n it' we stand there and hurl insults for 80 years~ .Because of this, w~ must st.rive to l>.rogY'f"~SS and study. I request that you Qompatrj.ots achieve unlty bP. (';ween tb.e lowlande rS and the highlanders, carry out the common national policy ~ implement plans designed for the progress of the hi.ghlands and turn a deaf ear to T,he Inst:Lgations by thl'! fl)Y'eignet's~ the old and nE:W colonialists, and cOInffi'.1nist Cad.res~ 

(?:n thlS country)~ th€:rf> a~ aJ.so some polJt1.cl,ans who have b€'en u.nable to do anyth:ing right, They have orten made one impertlnent 9 nonsensical sta'r;;ement after another J bLl", they hav~ never gJven you compatriots a pill~ a plot of. land, or a shJ.rt. When yot; cO!llpatrlots fled f-rom the enemy, did. these fellow::; conY:! here and hel.p you~ NO; tr~y had htdden themselves away s011l'!where i.n Sajgon or fl€'d to Fra.nce or the- Unlted St8 r.ps. HowevE"r) 11pon tnetr return. they declared themseJ yes t.o be the -third force !V"".f.':.h a stand of po:>aceful. ~C'Axlstence and tu:rned to tall. in a country~se-J.lj.Y}g tone ~ [wcro5 lrldjsti.nctJ Tn,'?se el.ement.o vlilJ. s~ll thts country to the communLsts and you co 1TqJ a tr Lots wiTt rela p&e tnL) your m1 se rabJe life. (end:re cordj ng] 

De;)l ing ~jith the cormnllnist~ 1 cease·'f.i re v~ola tions. Pres ident Thieu said that he had ordered the corrunanders and army units to rf>spect the agreement and ,jo,int communique regarding the on-the-spot cease·,fire .• -and tD stand ready to react strongly to the ccnnmunis t viola t.i.ons; and he s ai,d that not an inch of' land would be yielded 0 r offered to the North Vietnamese communist aggressors" President Thieu stated: 
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[recordj,ng] This is my warning to the communists: Because they have continued shelling areas around Kantum to massacre our compatriots, I have ordered our armed .forces to counterattack properly and vigorously. For every blow the communists give us, we will give 10 counterblows. If they fire one bullet. we will fire 10 or 100 bullets. We will not open fl.ra as long as they abstain from datng SO~ We will behave k1.ndly. provided that they behave kindly first. We have not violated the cease-fire order" bu.t the communists have violated it. We have not gone deep into the mountain areas f)r crossed the border to grab land and win the people. but the communists have sought to win the people and occupy the arelils where Boil 15 fertile and hamlets or villages ex1sto Any foreigner who said that we ha.d violated the aease-fire on our RVN terrltory was like one who was blind and deaf ~ and was stupid because he knew nothing o Even though a foreigner chimed in with the oommunists' allegations and even though he was like one blind and deaf in this Vietnamese country, he should know, see and hear about the communists i violationsQ We have been fighting against aggression for several dozen years Q We did not start the war" Beoause the communists hit us. we must hit them back.. In reality ~ we have been counterattacking against the aggressors, but have not waged the warQ [end recording] 

President Thieu left Kontum at 1220 and arrived at the Fhu Bon provincial tOwn at 1300. He was briefed on the local activities and took a nOOn rest there. After visiting [wordS indistinct] some 3.3 kilometers northeast of the city, he took a helicopter to visit [wordS indlstinct] some 35 kilometers northeast of Bamethuot. He left this place at 1700 after making the sign of the croSs in front of an altar ruined by the communists in their encroachment operations between 28 January and 24 February 1973. He paid a long visit to the compatriots at a resettlement center in Jak v1llage. Darlac Province 0 

This was the third day of President Thieu's inspection tour. during which bas reviewed on the spot the gravity of the communists' cease-fire violations and the implementation of the program or economic restoration and national development.. In the past 2 days. he visj ted Quang Tri, Thua Thien. Da Nang, Bong Son and Tam Quano In the third day Of his tour, he was accompanied by the secretary of state in charge of land reclamation and hamlet bullding, the minister of social welfare ~ the minister of ethnic development. the lieutenant general assistant to the Chief on the General Staff of the RVN armed forces and the brigadt~r general commander of the second army corps of the second military region~ 

LPA COMMENTARY HAILS \JUST STRUGGLE' OF KOREAN PEOPLE 

LIBERATION PRESS AGENCY [Clandestine] In English to East Europe and the Far East 1523 GMT 28 Jun 73 B 

rnA Support to the Just Struggle of Korean People (LPA commentary) "--LPA heading] 

[Text] South Vietnam June 28 LPA--Twenty-three years have elapsed since the U ~S. imperialists launched the war of aggre$sion against Korea, and 20 years since they were defeated and forced to accept the cease~fire and the restoration of peace in Korea and recognized in de ['acto the existence of the Government of the Democratic People IS Republic of Korea in the completely liberated_ half of Korea.. Nevertheless ~ since then. the U~S. imperialists have refused to give up their design of aggression against Korea. 


