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SAIGON (AP) - South Vietnamese infantrymen 
pushed into the contested town of Kien Duc in the 
lower central high. lands Monday in their battle to retake 
the district capital, field headquarters here announced. 

But the government troops may have walked into a 
trap, field reports mdicated. 

North Vietnamese artillery was said to be zeroed 
in nn them from high mound to __ .-~~. I ~ ~ - . ~ -  

the and and fresh the town and two on the out- Communist troops were said to 
be massing to the south with UP Field many 
to 20 tanks, reports said. rifles mo&m and other am- 

s ~ & ,  

~ ~ .-  
Government field command- munition were captured. Gov- 

crs said the supply mad lead- e-ent casualties were hght. 
ine from the DMviOcial CaDital thpv claimd. 

Ari announce&eit' fmii the Sing of enemy. t&+. 
Drd  Infantry' Division said 40 
North Vietnamese tmaps,:were 
killed in-M6nday's push  and four 

Field commanders said there 
also were small units of enemy 
t m p s  still in the town. 

t-built ,T54 medium tanks ' The government field com- 
de&oy,ed .,. .~ - tw0':inside mand said three government 

battalions, .' up ' 10 1,500 &I&; 
took up positions to the east, .. 
north and south of the t o m .  

Government .positions 
the town'induding the 
command post, were  re 
under sporadic artill 

Sunday, .governmen 
and artiller)i e d e d  ' Nqfih" 
Vietnamese. .holed up in. rein- 

gain accesSto H i h w a  
Kien Duc-lies astride 

14, and the North Xietnamese: 
need Uus stretch of the roadway 
to complete a Wmile .,all- 
weather supply network through 
South Vietnam. 
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SIl~R~ ~~etting Kien Du~. 
As· II ··.iflflng-LOlltletl.TIII,., 

battalions, - up to 1,500 in~n'; 
took up ""silions to tbeeast,. 
north and south of tbe town.!" , 

SAIGON. (AP) .~ South Vietnamese infantrymen 
pushed into'the conteSted town ,of Kien Duc. in the 
lower central high' Jands Monday in their battle to retake 
the district capital, fieJd headquarters here announced. 

But the go\'emment troops may ha\'e walked into a 
trap, field reports indicated. 

North VietnamflSe artillery was said to be zeroed 
in on them from high ground to 
the north and south, and fresh 
Communist troops were said to 
be massing to the south with up 
10 20 tailks, reports said. 

Government field command­
ers said the supply road lead­
ing from the provillcial capital 
01 Gia Nghia, 12. miles 10 the 
east, .was mined mid . North 
Vietnamese troops were lying 
in ambush along, the last ki­
lometer, the ,""potts I said, . 

Ali announceme~t" from the 
23rd Infantry' Di\'\sion said 40 
North Vietna¢eSe trooPs:were 
killed ill-Monday's pusbaodfour 
Soviel·bulll T54 medium tanks 

ere: destroy~ .....:.: 1wo>:'inside 

the town and two on the out­
skirts. 

Field commanders said roany 
rifles, mortars and other am· 
munition were captured. Gov­
ernment casualties were light, 
they claimed. 

Correspondents got to within 
three kilometers of ICien Due 
but were stopped {rom going 
into the town becauSe of the re­
ported road mining and mas­
sing- of enemy troops. 

Field commanders said there 
also were small Units of enemy 
troops still in- the town. 

The go\'emment field com­
maod said three government 

Govemmentposilions inside" 
the town,' illcluding the military" 
command post, were- reported,' 
under sporadic artillery attaek~' 

Sunday, _government bombers 
and artillerY pounded' North 
Vietnamese--'holed -up in, rtin,.· 
forced bunkers in and' near 
!Gen Due, rell9rts- said.' ' ,,'" 

South Vietnameseoffici.a~s,: .• 
have steadfastly predicted '.:a ' 
Communistcommand general ill-,' 
iensi\'eearly-next. year>,Tb~y .­
say the origillal assault on Kien :, 
Due by NorthVietnamese:tanksi: 
and . infan~en. I""t.-:t'!i~~~~y 
wasapieljmmary lDaJ)eU"!1l" .~9 .. 
gain riceioic tbeir,trOops.'andt't'-; 
gain access to Higbway-lCT',.j :-,': 

!Geri Due'lies asiride 'Hii:liwily -
14, and the North ,vietnamese.­
need tlris stretch of tbe" road'?iay' . 
t. complete a 400-mile .. ,all­
weather supplY network. through 
South Vietnam_ 


