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1. SIPDkWi: Severa l  months ago, anti-GVN C a t h o l i c  a c t i v i s t  Fat 'mr Chan 
T i n  gave t h e  Embassy a copy of 3 recent s tudy  l i s t i n g  202,000 " p o l i t i c a l  
p r i s c n e r s "  a l l e g e d l y  he ld  by t h e  GVX as of  June 1, 1973. 
t a i n e d  some d e t 2 i i s  about  vinere t h e s e  people  were suppbsediy be ing  detain?.:. 
It d i f f e r e d  markedly from both  t h e  GVN's claims and the  s t anda rd  estir2aLes 
t h e n  used by t h e  Embzssy. Although we were reasonab ly  conficlent t h a t  our 
e s t i m a t e s  were v a l i d ,  we n e v e r t h e l e s s  re-checked them i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  
s t a t i s t i c s .  
a v a i l a b l e  sources .  
echoed by Fa ther  Chan Tin ,  t h a t  GVN j a i l s  ha rbor  "200,000 p o l i t i c a l  
p r i s o n e r s  ." 
2. 
and d e t e n t i o n  popu la t ion  i n  South Vietnam i n  t h e  July-August pe r iod  
(the t iae  frame of our  check) w a s  around 35,633. This f i g u r e  coIz-,rises 
c i v i l i a n  p r i s o n e r s  of a11 types ,  no t  jus t  "poL5tical  p t i s o n e r s "  however 
de f i x d  . 

The l i s t  con- 

The :.fission conducted a n  exhaus t ive  surve.y, u t i l i z i n g  211 
It conc lus ive ly  r e f u t e s  t h e  widely-spread chs rge ,  

. , 
The Mission survey l e a d s  t o  t h e  f i r m  conc lus ion  t ha t  the t o t a l  p r i s o n  

El?> SSXXARY. 

' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
ENCIA3SUF.S : 
Enclosure  l - ? a t h e r  Chan T in ' s  Table  of P o l i t i c a l  P r i s o n e r s  he ld  by G ' 3  
Enclosure  7. - Comparison of Tin,  G W .  and S t a n l a r d  US Es t imates  
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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. SI~~~~Y: Several months ago, anti-GVN Catholic activist Fath~r Chan 
Tin gave the Embassy a copy of a recent study listing 202,000 "political 
priscners" allegedly held by the G~l as of June 1, 1973. The list con­
tained some detEils about ~,vhere_ these people were supposedly b~ing d(:tain~d. 
It differed markedly from both the GVN's claims and the standard esti::laLco 
then used by the Embassy. Although we were reasonably confident that our 
estimates were valid, we nevertheless re-checked them in the light of his 
statistics. The ~!ission conducted an exhaustive survey, utilizing all 
available sources. It conclusively refutes the widely-spread charge, 
echoed by Father Chan Tin, that GVN jails harbor "200,000 political 
priscners." , 

• • 
2. The Mission survey leads to the firm conclusion that the total prison 
and detention population in South Vietnam in the July-August period 
(the tLne frame of our check) was around 35,000. This figure cor;;?rises 
civilian pri.soners of all types, not just "poE. tical ptisoners" houever 
defbed. END smli1ARY. 

*************** 
ENCLOSURES: 
Enclosure 1 - ::ather Chan Tin's Table of Poli~ical Prisoners held· by GVN 
Enc1osur" ? - Comparison of Tin, GVN. and Sta:lcard US Estimates 
Enclosure 3 - U. S. Mission Survey 
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. /  reprsr t lng o f f i c e r  c a l l e d  l as t  J u l y  27 on Fa the r  Chan T in ,  t h e w e l l -  ! ,mp to r i s t  p r i e s t  whose anti-government activism has  kept  him i n  s t eady  
! . . .  , ".e v l th  the G W  (a l though he h imsel f  has  remained out o f  j a i l  and f r e e  t o  

~JO;,C~: h;.s c r !  t i c i . s m s )  ~ 'This year  he has been a t t a c k i n g  t h e  government on t h e  
ci?i'!:ian p r i r o n e r  i s s u e ,  and o f f i c i a l  spokesman Bui Bao Truc has  r e t u r n e d  t h e  

- p l i m m t  w.:..th a series of h a r d - h i t t i n g  references t o  Chan Tin  i r i  s e v e r a l  

. .  
sss  br.:ef i.ngs I 

A,, <:hail T i n  gave the r e p o r t i n g  o f f i c e r  a copy of a two-volume paperbound work 
(L..t;s.ariese Language) t i t l e d  " P o l i t i c a l  P r i s o n e r s  i n  .South Vietnam A f t e r  t h e  
Si:~::.ng of  t n e  P a r i s  Agreenent," publ i shed  a s h o r t  wh i l e  ear l ier  by the Committee 

!:e-Ycis, 
v e ; s ? t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  was a t a b l e  showing t h e  a l l e g e d  " p o l i t i c a l  
. ,?~. !. " 

i r  '"32,l)OO. This  t a b l e  i s  reproduced i n  s l i g h t l y  a l t e r e d  format as Enclosure 1, 

. 
i g p i n g  f o r  t h e  Improvement of P r i son  Condi t ions  i n  South Vietnam, which he 

A key p a r t  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  and the only  one t h a t  he s t r e s s e d  i n  h i s  con- 

ex" p r p u l a t i o n  i n  South Vietnam as o f  June 1, 1973. The t o t a l  f i g u r e  gi;i--:i 

,,i., ; ~ & , ,  .. J P j l ' $  ( ' b A  .,irsents on H i s  FiEures - 
. 5.  Izt c ! i sc . s s ing  h i s  s t a t i s t i c s ,  Chan T i n  provided t h e  fo l lowing  explanat ion:  

d cmment 5 : , 

A.  

r char 202,000, 
E n  n c t e d  t h a t  h i s  " p o l i t x a l  p r i sone r"  t o t a l  f o r  Con Sonx.(8,200) was 
the G\?l's Zlaimed c a p a c i t y  (9,614) and occupancy (9,598) f o r  t h a t  fac i  
.s: rccent1.y publ i shed .  

2"  

?r C h i c  t h a t  used by some o t h e r  anti-GVN crit ics.)  

Comor. c r l n i n a l s  a r e  excluded from h i s  t a b l e ,  which conpr i se s  So le ly  ",." b+',Gc ".c c a l l e d  " p o l i t i c a l  p r i sone r s . "  Thus, the t o t a l  p r i s o n  popu la t ion  is 
I n  a n  a t tempt  t o  demonstrate  his  o b j e c t i v i t y  in t h i s  I~efFrd, 

Asked to d e f i n e  h i s  ca tegory  of " p o l i t i c a l  p r i s c n e r s , "  he s a i d  i t  
-,.:!oA..:cl?s C,nmunis t  d e t a i n e e s .  (In t h i s  r e s p e c t  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  s i g n i f i  

He broke t h e  cat  
i r t o  :he fo l lowing  rough percentages  : 

' ihose a r r e s t e d  " for  no reason" 60% 
z..iose 2:rrt:sted f o r  what Chan Tin termed 
zor-Somnunist d i s s i d e n c e  25% 

55% 2 ~ L O S I  a r e s t e d  f o r  "Comunis t  a c t i v i t i e s "  

100% 

_ _  
.. . __ 
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c.,..' ..... ~ ~~. d 
'.'" teper-t7,ng officer called last July 27 on Father Chan Tin, thEl well­

I(:·'::"mptorist priest whose anti-government activism has kept him in steady 
; '.c " .. ,:th the GVN (although he himself has remained out of jail and free to 

'<0;.::" hi.8 CC-) ticl.sms). This year he has been attacking the government on the 
oi1"iUan pri!'oner issue, and official spokesman Bui Baa Truc has returned the 
cor:'pHm3nt w: .. th a series of hard-hitting references to Chan Tin in several 
:}Y' P'~'25S br':efings w 

;", Chan Tin gave the reporting officer a copy of a two-volume paperbound work 
(V .. c::naCiese language) titled "Political Prisoners in South Vietnam After the 
Si:;dng of the Paris Agreement," published a sh~rt while earlier by the Committee 
':.·$cl,·dgr.ing for the Improvement of Prison Conditions in South Vietnam, l'hich he 
h,,~ds, p.. key part of the report, and the only one that he stressed in his co,,­
w,,:sr,tion wi th the reporting officer, was a table showing the alleged "politic::al 
p'i";C/f!cr:" pcpulation in South Vietnam as of June 1, 1973. The total figure gi'i'~" 

l:r ''')2.,000. This table is reproduced in slightly altered format as Enclosure 1. 

5, In disc'lssing his statistics, Chan Tin provided the followirig explanatic,ns 
c,' tel c·)mrnent s : 

,\, Common criminals are excluded from his table, which cO<T1prises solely 
';'l£.t he called "political prisoners." Thus, the total prison population is 
;,,,·;,'er thar 202,000. In an attempt to demonstrate his objectivity in this legare, 
':,':",1., T:en ncted that his "polito.cal prisoner" total for Con Son ,/8,200) '';'ls"sl.ler 
;'1;.;; the G\ii's claimed capacity (9,614) and occupancy (9,898) for that faciU::y 
(·s "1,)S: rec;ently published. 

:C' • .!l;;ked to define his category of "political prisoners," he said it 
.. 1~~ .·d2S C)uc'11unist detainees. (In this respect his de,finition is s ignific,",,': l, 
:"d,'~r th.", that used by Some other anti-GVN critics.) He broke the cate;,:m:y 
:',;.;::: into ::he collOl.ing rough percentages: 

'Ihose arrested 11for no reasonl1 

7.·:-"o,e i,rri!sted for what Chan Tin termed 
r.or.-Comnunist dissidence 

~.:hOSE' fa-res ted for "Connnunist activities" 

60% 

25% 
15% 

100% 

1,,), .. hali of the 60% arrested "for no reason", he said, have absolutely ('0 

"-"kUng 0:: why they are in jail. The other half may have some idea, but h:: 
b~'L:.'2'Jed t:he reason is not defensible. The 25% which he listed as dissident." 
e,," ::hose he viewed as non-Communis t acti vis ts arres ted on "security"cha-;:geC', 
.q ,c) Ithcy knm,r why they are in prison." 
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. claimed tha t  t h i s  too proved h i s  ob jec t iv i ty .  He-exhibited some b&epticism, 
. .  :??<;ever, t h a t  these camps a re  r e a l l y  empty. .. (. 

.. . .  
D. The repor t i3g  o f f i c e r  expressed su rp r i se  a t  h i s  inclusion, of GVN 

mi l i ta ry  pr isons,  s t a t i n g  tha t  these a r e  presumably j u s t  for  sold'iezs under 
mi l i t a ry  d isc ip l ine .  Chan Tin rep l ied  t h a t  many persons a r e  i n  these j a i l s  
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  reasons. Then, curiously backing o f f ,  he s a i d  t h a t  the t o t a l  
is only 12,000 and so t h e i r  inclusion o r  exclusion makes l i t t l e  difference,  

E. Chan Tin s t r e s s e j  pa r t i cu la r ly  h i s  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  and v i l l age  
J a i l s  and pol ice  in te r roga t ion  centers .  He admitted these were est imates  
but each one came from "a person who is  w e l l  informed" about the place. 
Acknowledging tha t  the pol ice  centers have a high turnover, he i n s i s t e d  tha t  
m e  m u s t  nevertheless take t h e i r  occupancy f igures  a t  any given moment as  par t  
of the t o t a l  picture .  
as well as  o ther  j a i l s ) ,  s ince  GVN c e l l s  a r e  of ten extremely overcrowded. 

Chan Tin 's  Estimates Compared ro  Others 

6 .  
oft-zepeated charge t h a t  the GVN holds "hundreds of thousands of p o l i t i c a l  
prisoners.' '  The f igure  mentioned most frequently is 200,000, which by coincid 
or  othcrwise i s  v i r t u a l l y  what Chan Tin a s s e r t s .  
l i s t ,  i n  f ac t ,  is the  boost i t  gives t o  the c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h i s  s t a r i s t i c  i n  s o w :  
quarters ,  including i n f l u e n t i a l  c i r c l e s  i n  the United S ta t e s .  Senator Abourezk 
inser ted Chan T i n ' s  t ab l e  i n  the Congressional Record l a s t  September 18 ( S 1 6 7 3 7 L  

7,  
i n  d e t a i l  appeared i n  a "white book" published last June by opposit ion Deputy 
110 Ngoc h%uan. 
down and Chan Tin 's .  
occupancy figuzes for  the major prisons,  and Skimmed'lightly over the sma1l27.- 
j a i l s  with rou::hly estima-ed averages. 
V i t h  a f igure  of &O,OOO occupants, thereby damaging h i s  c r e d i b i l i t y  from the S t 2 . W .  

Phi: Quoc, desizned i n  any case fo r  pow's gxclusively,  is now r e l i a b l y  reported 

: w S t  be taken nore ser iously.  

8 .  

r&f.-h have agreed rough ly  but not wholly with the G m  pronouncements. 
highl ights  these d i f fe rences .  Comparison i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  not only because C h m  
mentioils j u s t  " p o l i t i c a l  prisoners" but a l s o  because he groups the p r i sg i i  2nd 
detention syscems i n  an ind iv idua l i s t i c  way. 
Q'dItered by thc report ing o f f i c e r  so t ha t  s imi la r  categories  can be roughby co 
sfde The GVN f igures  a r e  based on two booklets about c i v i l i a n  pri.so 

He cautioned against  using capacity f igures  ( fo r  these 

Chan T i n ' s  l i s t  i s  the most ambitious e f f o r t  we have seen documenting the 

The chief  importance of  h i s  

The only other  major attempt we have seen t o  j u s t i f y  the  200,000 f igure 

However, there  i s  very l i t t l e  coincidence between bXuan's break 
Mhu.an went i n to  f a r  less d e t a i l ,  gave s i g n i f i c a n t l y  1.arg:er 

EIe included Phu Quoc among the bi: ?risen; .. 

be empty. Zhan Tin avoided t h i s  t r ap  and therefore ,  t o  t h i s  ex ten t  at l*asC; 

Naturally,  Chan Tin 's  f igures  d i f f e r  markedly from the  GVN's public  ci8.imsz. 
a l s o  a re  f a r  from the Embassy's standard esrimates going back severa l  :red?$, 

Enclosli 

I n  Enclosure 2 h i s  grouping has k*.% 

s ide .  
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C. Pointing to the zero total under POW 
·claimed that this too proved his objectivity. 
n:l',:ever, that these camps are really empty. 

camps on his list, Chan Tin 
He exhibited some 's~epticism, 

" ' . 
D. The reporti~g officer expressed surprise at his inclusion of GVN 

~ilitary prisons, stating that these are presumably just for soldiers under 
military discipline. Chan Tin replied that many persons are in these jails 
for political reasons. Then, curiously backing off, he said that the total 
1s only 12,000 and so their inclusion or exclus,ion makes little difference, 

E. Chan Tin stressej particularly his statistics for district and village 
jails and police interrogation centers. He admitted these were estimates 
but each one came from "a person who is well informed" about the place. 
}~knowledging that the police centers have a high turnover, he insisted that 
vtlC must nevertheless take their occupancy figures at any given moment as part 
of the total picture. He cautioned against: using capacity figures (for these 
as well as other jails), since GVN,cells are often extremely overcrowded. 

Chan Tin's Estimates Compared to Others 

6. Chan Tin's list is the most ambitious effort we have seen documenting the 
oft-~epeated charge that the GVN holds "hundreds of thousands of political 
prisoners." The figure mentioned most frequently is 200,000, which by coincid·,·c.<:c. 
or otherwise is virtually what Chan Tin asserts. The chief importance of his 
list, in fact, is the boost it gives to the credibility of this statistic in sorr,,, 
quarters, including influential circles in the United States. Senator Abourezk 
inserted Chan Tin's table in the Congressional Record last September 18 (516737)" 

7. The only other major attempt we have seen to justify the 200,000 figure 
in detail appeared in a "white book" published last June by opposition Deputy 
Ho Ngoc Nhuan. However, there is very little coincidence between Nhuan' s breai,. 
down and Chan Tin's. Nhu,:m went into far less detail, gave Significantly large,: 
occupancy figuc'cs for the major prisons, and skimmed • lightly over the smaller 
jails with roushly estima::ed averages. He included Phu Quoc among the hio; ?rison" 
with a figure of 40,000 occupants,"thereby damaging his credibility from the start. 
Plm Quoc, desi3ned in any case for POW's exclUSively, is now reliably re,ported 
to be empty. Chan Tin avoided this trap and therefore, to this extent at l"ast" 
,"ust be taken Jlore seriously. 

8. Naturally, Chan Tin's figures differ markedly from the GVN's public CLB1mS, 

::hey also are far from the Embassy's standard estimates going back several :rears, 
",hj,eh have agreed roughly but not wholly with the GVJoI pronouncements. E!lclosure 2 
highlights thEose differences. Comparison is difficult, not only because C!Jan ::',P. 
mentions just "political prisoners" but also because he groups the prison and 
detention sys::ems in an individualistic way. In Enclosure 2 his grouping has t".eH 
"ltered by the reporting officer so that similar categories can be roughly co",par,,:1 
side by side. The GVN figures are based on two booklets about civilian pr LsD;;" '" 
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p\iblished t h i s  y e a r  by the Information Comiss ion .  
t.io:ilets came o u t  i n  J u l y ;  the second w a s  an improved v e r s i o n  appeaFing i n  

The f i r s t  of  these 

vember ( see  Saigon A-146 and Saigon A-281). - _. 
,. 

9 .  Although major d i s c r e p a n c i e s  ex i s t  i n  more than one of the c a t e g o r i e s  i n  
Enclosure 2 ,  by f a r  t h e  biggesz problem concerns p o l i c e  d e t e n t i o n  centers and 
j a i l s  below t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l .  The G V " s  J u l y  bookle t  s a y s  tha t  j a i l s  do 
1109: exist  below t h e  province leve l ,  while the November r e v i s i o n  acknowledges 
an unstated number of  f a c i l i t i e s  where people  are held f o r  up t o  f i v e  days.  
The.Mission has  inc luded  i n  its estimates of the t o t a l  number of p r i s o n e r s  of  
a l l  t ypes  he ld  by t h e  GVN a f l u c t u a t i n g  t o t a l  of s e v e r a l  thousand be ing  tcmporar i ly  
housed i n  l o c a l  lock-ups a t  v a r i o u s  levels down t o  the v i l l a g e s .  We have e s t ima ted  
the c a p a c i t y  of these  l o c a l  lock-ups a t  about  15,000. 
d e t e n t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  around the count ry  and arrives a t  a t o t a l  o f  101,800 "politic,?:!, 
p r i s o n e r s "  being he ld  i n  them, or  j u s t  over h a l f  h i s  claimed t o t a l .  
he p l a c e s  i n  r e g u l a r  c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n s .  

Chan Tin  adds v.p l o c a l  

The o t h e r  Liz1.f 

- b n c e r t a i n t i e s  oE t h e  Standard Embassy Estimates 

10. 
system u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  through i ts  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty  Advisors ,  w e  have been conf iden t  
t h a t  the charge of 200,000 GW-held " p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s "  i s  a g r o s s  exaggerat.lc- 
Fe es t ima ted  t h e  t o t a l  c a p a c i t y  of  t h e  GVN c o r r e c t i o n  and d e t e n t i o n  systems,  
.Lncluding a l l  c i v i l i a n  j a i l s  f r o n  the n a t i o n a l  p r i s o n s  down t o  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i c e  
'!ackups, a t  51,941 on December 31, 1972. 
c f  i t  p h y s i c a l l y  imposs ib le .  As Enclosure 2 shows, the t o t a l  occupancy f i g u r e .  
on t h e  same d a t e  added up t o  43,717. 
held on t h a r  d a t e .  
rlue t o  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  thousands o f  p r i s o n e r s  on such  occas ions  as Tet and Buddh*.ir: 
3 i r thday .  
side have a l s o  reduced t h e  n m b e r .  

I?.. However, 'qe have always been aware of the' p o s s i b i l i t y  of  s o f t  s p o t s  :.it D'.'T 

s n n l y s i s ,  a l though w e  have c o n s i s t e n t l y  beJieyed they  d r  n o t  undermine t h e  VaLf-ditY 
9f cur  es t i ina tzs .  
c h h f  v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s  should be  e x p l i c i t l y  o u t l i n e d ,  as fo l lows :  ! ,  

Based on t h e  e x t e n s i v e  knowledge t h a t  the US Mission had of the GVN p r i s o n  

' 

Thus, the figure 200,000 i s  on t h e  f3Ce 

. This  f i g u r e  inc ludes  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  3f civi1.<=iis 
S ince  t h e n ,  t h e  number of p r i s o n e r s  has dec l ined  s i g n i f i c a n t i ; :  

The 1973 r e l e a s e s  oE C o m u n i s t  o f f ende r s  i n  exchanges w i t h  t h e  c*!:hel- 

S ince  t h e s e  a r e a s  have c r e a t e d  some u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,  we thj.nk t h s  

A. Our 1972 end-of-year  f i g u r e s  are based on s t a t i s t i c s  g iven  t o  our P u b l i c  
L-y Advisors by t h e  GVN. Such s t a t i s t i c s  were . suppl ied  p e r i o d i c a l l y .  Even 

tl:iough they w6re  in-house f i g u r e s ,  i t  i s  conce ivable  t h a t  the GW's r c . x t f n g  
2::i's.Lfm go:ng "p t h e  l i n e  from l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  t o  the c e n t r a l  s ta t i s t ics  bureau 
W W  h p e r f c c t .  However, no r e l i a b l e  sou rce  a v a i l a b l e  t o  the Mission eve r  cx~tr,:- 
d5::ccd the g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  presented  t o  t h e  Advisors ,  who were themselves i n  i' 
g w d  p o s i t i o n  t o  check. 

B. Occupancy can, and f r e q u e n t l y  does ,  exceed c a p a c i t y .  InEhor t ,  8 s  2 iz :n  
poin ted  O U t ,  the p r i s o n s  are o f t e n  overcrowded. This  casts some doub: 02. C . U r  

use of Capac i ty  f i g u r e s  a s  a y a r d s t i c k .  However, the GVN i n  r e c e n t  Ye--; 

--- T:~ ;', ,-1 
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'fivblished this year by the Information Commission. The first of these 
h,,,klets came out in July; the second was an improved version appea;ring in 
If. vilmber (s(,e Saigon A-l46 and Saigon A-2Sl). 

9. Although major discrepancies exist in more than one of the categories in 
Enclosure 2, by far the bigges, problem concerns police detention centers and 
jails beloW' the provincial level. The GVN's July booklet says that jails do 
not exist below the provjnce level, while the November revision acknowledges 
an unstated number of facilities where people are held for up to five days. 
The' Mission has included in its estimates of the total number of prisoners of 
all types held by the GVN a fluctuating total of several thousand being t~mporarUy 
housed in local lock-ups at various levels down to the villages. We have estimated 
t:1(, capacity of these local lo,~k-ups at about 15,000. Chan Tin adds "-p local 
detention facilities around the country and arrives at a total of 101,800 "politic8J. 
prisoners" being held in them, or just over half his claimed total. The other haH 
h~ places in regular civilian and military prisons. 

Uncertainties of the Standard Embassv Estimates 

10. Based on the extensive knowledge that the US Hission had of the GVN prison 
system until recentlj through its Public Safety Advisors, we have been confident 
that the charge of 200,000 GVN-held "political prisoners" is a gross exaggerat',c,,· 
;,'e estimated the total capacity of the GVN correction and detention systems, 
:lncluding all civilian jails from the national prisons down to the local police 
lockups, at 51,941 on December 31, 1972. Thus, the figure 200,000 is on the face 
cf it physically impossible. I\s Enclosure 2 shows, the total occupancy figure.' 
on the same date added up to 43,717. This figure includes all categories of civi1.ioer\$ 
held on that date. Since then, the number of prisoners has declined s ignif iCdnt 1 ~i. 
due to the release of th01lsands of prisoners on such occasions as Tet and Buddh~'" 
3i rthday. The 1973 releases 0 f Communis t offenders in exchanges with the (,ther 
side have also reduced the nutr,ber. 

• • 11. However, · .. e have always been aware of the possibility of soft spots in O'Jt" 

analysis, although we have consiste'ntly be.lie:ved they de not undennine the vaHdity 
of cur estirnat2s. Since these areas have created some uncertainties, we UIi.nk the 
chi.ef vulneral; ilities should be explicitly' outlined, as folloW's:' .. 

A. Our 1972 end-of-year figures are based on statistics given to our Public 
r;;,ffty Advisors by the GVN. Such statistics were supplied periodically. Even 
though thE,y woore in-house figures, it is conceivable that the GVN's r(· )rting 
Sys'"em going t,p the line from local officials to the central statistics bureau 
WqS tmperfect. However, no reliable source available to the Mission ever conCL1-

dl·.;rcd thG general picture presented to the Advisors, \Jho \Jere themselves in " 
gDad position to check. 

Tin 
usc 

B. Occupancy can, and frequently does, exceed capacity. Infhort, as Ch"" 
pointed O'lt, the prisons are often overcro;]ded. This casts some doubt on. cur. 
of capacity figures as a yardstick. However, the GVN in recent yeC'ro 'v]3 
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i~ :zcased i t s  p r i s o n  c a p a c i t y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  to meet 
Z . ! . v x  1970 a t  least .  the occuwancv of the s v s t e m  a s  

Saigon A-243 

a whole has  seldoi?, i f  e v e r  
cccei?&d i t s  t o t a l  c a p a c i t y .  'Even assuming- the  wors t  ca se ,  i t  is obvious ly  not  
czed!bie t h a t  a f i g u r e  i n  the "hundreds of thousands" would be approached. 

C. Our f i g u r e s  have excluded t h e  m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n s ,  which are *.esigned 
for  AWOL s o l d i e r s ,  e t c . ,  and t n e r e f o r e  would appear  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  any d:;.sawssion 
of c i v i l i a n  p r i s o n e r s .  Yet i t  may be contend?d t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  a r e  tucked 
away i n  m i l i t a r y  j a i l s ,  unaccomted  f o r  by the system. The number o f  people  con- 
r i d e r e d  s u b j e c t  t o  m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  adds t o  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .  There i s  a l s o  t h e  
problem of d e s e r t e r s  -- how do you c l a s s i f y  a d r a f t e e  who deserts t h e  f i e l d  of  

'. b a t t l e  f o r  po l i t i ca .1  reasons  and f i n d s  h imsel f  i n  t h e  b r i g ?  Chan T in  would doubr- 
less c a l l  h i m  a c i v i l i a n  " p s l i t i c a l  p r i sone r" ,  b u t  t h e  GVX,  as eve ry  o t h e r  S t a t e  
i n c l u d i n g  o u r  own, would cons ide r  t h a t  he  broke h i s  o a t h  and t h e  l a w  and c l a s s i f y  
h i m  acco rd ing ly .  A f u r t h e r  compl ica t ion  i s  t h a t  some m i l i t a r y  o f f e n d e r s  a r e  he ld  
i n  c i v i l i a n  p r i s o n s ,  t hus  mixing t h e  two c a t e g o r i e s .  But th is ,  i f  any th ing ,  makes 
thv  t o t a l  we have used f o r  c i v i l i a n  p r i s o n  occupancy look worse t h a n  necessa ry ,  
The e r r o r s  t h e r e f o r e  nay c a n c e i  each o t h e r  o u t .  In any case, w e  judge  tha t  any 
u n c e r t a i n t y  c r e a t e d  by t h i s  fa.:tor does not  i n v a l i d a t e  t h e  gene ra l  e s t i m a t e s .  i t  
i s  noteworthy t h a t  ChaiL T i n ' s  f i g u r e  f o r  t h i s  ca t egory  comes t o  j u s t  12,000,  and 

.hc d i d  not i n s i s t  on ii i n  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f f i c e r .  

B .  The p o l i c e  d e t e n t i o n  zystem and p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  p r o v i n c i a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
c e n t e r s  h l v c  been soncrh ing  of a b l i n d  s p o t  i n  our  assessment .  Ic i s  l e s s  easy  
t o  fellox what t h e  G'JX i s  doin: i n  some of t h e s e  p l a c e s  thzn i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r  
p r r .v inc i a1  p r i s o n s ,  and acco rd ing ly  we must acknowledge sofie s o f t n e s s  i n  t h e  
E U h s s y ' s  u sua l  occupancy es t imtes  f o r  them. 
t f . 2 t  our  Publ ic  S a f e t y  Advisors were aware o f  t h e  gene ra l  p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  detcnr-;on 
ce-.terS, i f  n o t  always of  zhe d e t a i l s .  They could have picked up any major 
d i screpanc . ies  in what t h e i r  GVS coun te rpa r t s  s a i d  about  t h e  numbers detaineC, :here, 
p a r t i . c u l a r l y  s i n c e  o t h e r  sources  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  Mission could  v e r i f y  t h e  E;i 

The Kcw Enbassv Survey 

3.2. I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  we have been conf iden t  t h a t  our s t a n d a r d  e s t i m a t e s  
A r t  , d i d .  
pr;rfecC, and Chan T in  came up wi th  new c la ims  i n  h i s  l i s t .  Accordingly,  t h e  I.;ission 

u t i I i z i n g  a l l  :'lission r e sources .  
p z i s m e r s  he ld  a s  of  Ju ly  2 4 ,  1973 (or  A ~ u y s r :  22 ,  1973 ,  i n  t h e  case  of  i n t e r r a g ? - -  
t i c n  c e n t e r s ) .  [ h e r e  Chan Tin's l i s t  c i t e s  a f i g u r e  t h a t  can be  compared w i t h  a 
Missisn f ind i r .g ,  h i s  f i g u r e  i s  a d j a c e n t ,  i n  pa ren theses .  

**. The S O U K w S  o f  Oilr i n f o m a t i o n  a r e  GVN r eco rds  meant f o r  i n t e r n a l  use, 2 . .  e . ,  
whml: t h e  GVN i.s t e l l i n g  i t s e l f  on th i s  s u b j e c t .  

our P r c V i O r i S  ones obte ined  by the  pub l i c  S a f e t y  Advisors;  and, g iven  t h e  con- 
centrated e f f o r t  behind t h e  survey,  they  a r e  probably b e t t e r .  

But aga in ,  w e  have been conf ident  

_I__-- 

~- 

Hovever, our knowledge of t h e  p r i s o n  and d e t e n t i o n  syst:.m cannot  be 

ded i n  Augnst t o  recheck  i t s  e s t i m a t e s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of Chan T i n ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  
The r e s u l t s  appear  i n  Znclosure  3 .  They Show 

3 ',, 

The f i g u r e s  are a t  l e a s t  as goof  

• Saigon <'.-29:; 
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i ,-r<:8.sed its prison capacity significantly to meet the'ovcr(;rowding problem. 
ShCic 1970 at least, the occupancy of the system as a whole has seldo'm if ever 
£;<c"2'~ed its total capacity. Even assuming the worst case, it is obviously not 
c:ted:ble that a figure in the "hundreds of thousands" would be approached. 

C. Our figures have excluded the military prisons, which axe designed 
for AHOL soldiers, etc., and tnerefore would appear irrelevant to any ,o:',s,,,'ssion 
of. civilian prisoners. Yet it may be contended t~at 30me civilians are tucked 
away in military jails, unaccoJnted for by the system. The number of people con­
sidered subject to military discipline adds to this possibility. There is also the 
problem of deserters -- how do you classify a draftee who deserts the field of 
battle for political reasons and finds himself in the brig? Chan Tin would doubt­
less call him a civilian "political prisoner", but the GVN, as every other State 
including our own, would consider that he broke his oath and the law and classify 
him accordingly. A further complication is that some military offenders are held 
in civilian prisons, thus mixing the two categories. But this, if anything, makes 
th" total He have used for civilian prison occupancy look worse than necessary. 
The errors therefore may cancel each other out. In any case, we judge that any 
ul'certainty created by this fa,:tor does not invalidate the general estimates. It 
is note\;orthy that Chah Tin's figure for this category comes to just 12, 000, and 

,he did not insist on it in talking to the reporting officer. 

I 

D. The police detention 3ystem and particularly the provincial interrogation 
centers have bEen something of a blind spot in our assessment. It is less easy 
te, follow "hat the GVN is doin" in some of these places than in the national or 
pr:'lincial pri~ons, and accordLngly "e must acknowledge SQCle softness in the 
Embassy's usual occupancy esti:uates for them. But again, we have been confident 
th2t our Public Safety Advisors were aware of the general picture in the detcnt:con 
centers, if not ahlays of the details. They could have picked up any major 
discrepancies tn ,,,hat their GV~ counterparts said about the numbers detained ::here, 
particularly stnce other sources available to the Mission could verify the m',C:Eor. 

The :;,"" Embassv Survey 

12. In general, therefore, we have been confident that our standard estimates 
arc' ',acid. Ho''{ever, our knowledge of the prison and detention syst~.m cannot De 
perfect, and C:1an Tin came up with new claims in his list. Accordingly, the i-lission 
decided in AUg'lSt to recheck its estimates in the light of Chan Tin's allegations, 
u~·i~ . .i.z:;'ng all 'NLssion resourceS. The results appear in Enclosure 3. They shol,l 
p!iso;'lers held as of July 24, 1973 (or August: 22, 1973, in the case of interrogc" 
ticn centers). IVhere Chan Tin's list cites a figure that can be compared with a 
Nissien findir,g, his figure is adjacent, in parentheses. 

13. The sources of our information are GVN records meant for internal use, L '"., 
w!1.at the GVN i.s telling itself on this subject. The figures are at least as gaol 
as Qur previolls oneS obteined by the Public Safety Advisors; and, given the con­
cenlrated effort behind the ~urvey, they are probably better. 
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1 4 ;  
, ~ t : > i i , I y  b.11 c a s e s ,  h i s  number of  " p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s "  i s  h i g h e r  than t h e  
itoti?i ?ccupancy. 
0; i.i..e c o d e r a t i o n .  (However, Con Son's occupancy seems t o  have droppqd over  
fZc pz.?'I few months, due p e r h a p  t o  t h e  p o s t - c e a s e f i r e  release programs.) The 
only p l a c e  where Chan T in  g i v e s  a f i g u r e  lower t h a n  the Miss ion ' s  is  Chi Hoa, 
B major p r i s o n  where even Chan Tin  a p p a r e n t l y  concedes there are many c6mon 
c r i m i n a l s .  

'::<,: r c s u l t s  shcw c l e a r l y  t h a t  Chan T i n ' s  s t a t i s t i c s  are i n f l a f e d . '  In 

This  i s  t r u s  even f o r  Con Son, which he c i t e d  as an 'example 

15. 

and he 

37 p r o v i n c i a l  p r i sons  are now ope ra t ing .  
Not only  does Chan Tin  have outda ted  in fo rma t ion  on the number b u t  he e v i d e n t l y  

The most dramat ic  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  concern the p r o v i n c i a l  p r i s o n s  and t h e  
d e t e n t i o n - i n t e r r o g a t i o n  system. Chan Tin  says  t h e r e  are 37 p r o v i n c i a l  p r i s o n s ,  i l  

; r  'these a l l  he ld  73,000 persons l a s t  June 1. I n  r e a l i t y ,  on ly  35 of  the former t i  

double-counts t h e  e i g h t  "big p r i sons . "  As f o r  t h e  d e t e n t i o n - i n t e r r o g a t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  
Chan Tin p u t s  68,000 persons  i n  d i s t r i c t  and v i l l a g e  j a i l s  and 33,800 i n  s p e c i f i e d  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  c e n t e r s .  Our sources  suppor t  the GVN's J u l y  c l a i m  t h a t  there are no 

. r  

. I  
l i s t s  e i g h t  o t h e r  "big p r i sons"  i n d i v i d u a l l y  i n  the  p rov inces .  H e  claims 

They h e l d  14,291 p r i s o n e r s  on J u l y  24. 11 : : i  

, ;  

:: 

t t n g  occupancy r a t e s ,  no tn ing  can account f o r  t h i s  d i sc repancy  excep t  s h e e r  e r r o r  . .. 

:i  . .  

. .  
: d i s t r i c t  o r  v i l l a g e  j a i l s ,  and they enumerate e x a c t l y  314 per sons  i n  n i n e  i n t e r r o -  

g a t i o n  c e n t e r s  in t h e  Saigon area on August 22 -- f a c i l i t i e s  where Chan Tin  
a l l e g c s  t h e r e  were 5,300 d e t a i n e e s  l a s t  June. Nhile t h e s e  centers do have f l u c t u a -  

on Ck:,?.n T i n ' s  p a r t .  Most of t h e s e  p l a c e s  have c a p a c i t y  f i g u r e s  tha t  d o n ' t  approach 
his  l e v e l s .  

.lG. 
I.. . .  

7!e can  c o n f i d e n t l y  e s t i m a m  t h e  c a p a c i t i e s  of  many o f  the i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
f a c i l i t i e s  o u t s i d e  of Saigon, and t h e  maximum l e v e l s  i n v a r i a b l y  f a l l  below Chan 
T i n ' s  claimed occupancies .  The Quang N g a i  Center ,  f o r  instance,  can hold no morr 
t h a n  30C d e t a i n e e s ,  and t h e  Qui Nhon Center  can  accomoda te  j u s t  1,000. 
t o  r e l i a b l e  r e p o r t s ,  bo th  are now l a r g e l y  empty. 
insta?. la , t ions not  c i t e d  i n  t h e  survey may be i n  t h e  hundreds only .  

- 

. - i  According 

.. ; I  The t o t a l  occupancy of  t h e  

; j  ; r  
i l  

This, o f  c : w s e I  
j.S j u s t  a guess,  but  by e x t e n s i o n  from t h e  314 f i g u r e  i n . t h e  Saigon area i t  seem5 
i o & i c a ? .  We f i g u r e  a thousana as a maximum estimate f o r  the nat ionwide interrc- 
gntiokl c e n t e r  popula t ion .  _- 

i 

/ j .. 
! 

. _-. 
1 7 .  
at  th'? c i i s t r i c t  and v i l l a g e  levels .  
t h e s e  ? C . V ~ I . S  clay be  t r u e ,  b u t  d i s t r i c t  and v i l l a g e ' p o l i c e  s t a t i o n s  wi th  an i n f o r m 1  
lock-uP C a F a b i l i t y  do e x i s t ,  as o b l i q u e l y  acknowledged i n  the November p u b l i c a t i c n  
O f  ' h e  Lm. 
1 a W l Y  !.i k:. 

91:c of  0c.r remaining s o f t  s p o t s ,  d e s p i t a  the survey, is t h e  d e t e n t i o n  S y S t m  
The con ten t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  are no j a i l s  a t  

i . .  
I 

I k t e n t i o n s  h e r e  are meant t o  be b r i e f  and the p h y s i c a l  arrangements 
KO d i s t i n c t i o n  is made between i n t e r r o g a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  detenci i .2  

. f a c < . l i f i c s ,  and what misht  pas s  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  j a i l .  It i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  anyone , I  e n t e r s  GI'N r eco rds  u n l e s s  and ur . t i l  he i s  passed on t o  t h e  province le-<el. i 
, I  GVN tendency t o  ignore  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  is n a t u r a l .  But t o  counter  c&%ci;; 77.- 

and. f i r w e  t l -em i n  t h e  t o t a l  number. 
h i s  < h i m  should be m e t  squa re ly .  
days ;  one coc ld  probably  p u t  i t  a t  no more than  a thousand a t  any g iven  momc.nr. 

~ 1 : ~ ' s  c1larges e f f e c t i v e l y  one must acknowledge t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  detainees 
H e  p a t e n t l y  exagge ra t e s  t h e i r  numbers, and 

me real number i s  c e r t a i n l y  ve ry  small t h e s e  

' !  

I , .  
, .  
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II" 'r ", I':_sults shew clearly that Chan Tin's statistics are inflate:d'.' In 
,~uH'lv <.11 cases, his number of "political prisoners" is higher than ,the 
S!!S£L ~ccupancy. This is trUi! even for Con Son, which he cited as an 'example 
P;: }';,ro noderation. (However, Can Son' s occupancy seems to have droppE)d over 
t1,c p"--'t few months, due perhaps to the post-ceasefire release programs.) The 
only place where Chan Tin gives a figure lower than the }!ission's is Chi Hoa, 
8 major prison where even Chan Tin apparently concedes there are many common 
criminals. 

15. The most dramatic discrepancies concern the provincial prisons and the 
detention-interrogation system. Chan Tin says there are 37 provincial prisons, 
and h" lists eight other "big prisons" individually in the provinces. He claims 

"these all held 73,000 persons last June 1. In reality, only 35 of the former 
37 provincial prisons are now operating. They held 14,291 prisoners on July 24. 
Not only does Chan Tin have outdated information on the number but he evidently 
double-counts the eight "big ,.risons." As for the detention-interrogation centers, 
Chan Tin puts 68,000 persons in district and village jails and 33,800 in specified 
interrogation centers. Our sources support the GVN's July claim that there are no 
district or village jails, and they enumerate exactly 314 persons in nine interro­
gation centers in the Saigon area on August 22 -- facilities where Chan Tin 
alleges there were 5,300 detairlCes last June. \fuile these centers do have fluctua­
ting occupancy rates, nothing can account for this discrepancy except sheer error 
on Cb. ',n Tin I s part. Hos t of these places have capacity figures that don't approach 
his levels. 

16. 'fie can confidently estimate the capacities of many of the interrogation 
facilities outside of Saigon, and the maximum levels invariably fall below Chan 
Tin's claimed occupancies. The Quang Ngai Center, for instance, can hold no more 
than 300 detainees, and the Qui Nhon Center can accommodate just 1,000. According 
to reUab Ie re?orts, both are no<, largely empty. The total occupancy of the 
installations ",ot cited in the survey may be in the hundreds only. This, of c<'IJrse, 
is just a guess, but by extension from the 314 figure in,the Saigon area it seer~o. 
loeicill. He figure a thousanc as a maximum estimate for the nationwide interre-
gation center population. _" 

-- ' 

17. OI'C of otcr remaining soft spots, despite the survey, is the detention sys tE'"'l 

at the, c' is tric t and village levels. The contention that there are no jails at 
these },'v21s Clay be true, but district and village police stations with an informal 
lock-up carability do exist, as obliquely acknoV/ledged in the November publication 
of 'h~ C\f;;. Detentions here are meant to be brief and the physical arrangements 
large I)' ::0.0.. hOI:. tio distinction is made between interrogation facilities, detention 

,facD it' ies, and what might pass for the local jail. It is unlikely that anyone 
hcldi,cre enters GVN records unless and ur.til he is passed on to the province level. 
Thus, tJ;p, GVN tendency to ignore these facilities is natural. But to cou\lter 
Ch[c., Ii n' S charges effectively one must acknoV/ledge the existence of these detai.nccs 
and ! l"ure tr.em in the total number. He patently exaggerates their numbers, and 
his cL1i.m shc,uld be met squarely. The real number is certainly very small thesce 
days; one COllld probably put it at no more than a thousand at any given mome"C" 
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. 
Added t o  the in te r roga t ion  centers ,  these f a c i l i t i e s  may br ing the detent ion 
population t o  rouzhly two thousand nationwide. This is less than the number 
we've been carrying,  based on the 1972 year-end f igu re  of 4,060. 
seems log ica l  f o r  the post-ceasef i re  period, but i t  cannot be ver i f ied .  

18. Taking the Mission survey i n  i t s  en t i r e ty ,  therefore ,  we reach the  
conclusion t h a t  t h e  pr ison and detent ion systems together held about 35,000 
persons i n  the July-August period, broken down as 'follows: 

Such a drop 

Category of Prisoners Occupancy 

Inmates of na t iona l  prisons 15,342 
Inmates of provincial  prisons 14,2911, 
Conununist offenders (held separately pending re lease)  3,506- 
Detainees i n  in te r roga t ion  centers and loca l  lock-ups c. 2,000 

C .  35,139 

. .  

f ince  our detent ion-interrogat ion estimate is probably high, a t o t a l  of under 
35,000 i s  defensible .  

.This includes a l l  categories  o f  c i v i l i a n  pr isoners ,  not j u s t  " p o l i t i c a l  prisoners' '  
1:ct;iever defined. END USCLACSIFIED 

The r e a l  t o t a l  cannot be f a r  from t h a t  f igure  i n  any case. 

;:EGIN LI>lIT!XJ OFFICIAL USE 

Chan T i n ' s  Error 

19.  
somewhere, des3 i te  the care  he says he put i n t o  h i s  estimates.  
i s  tha t  he was egged on by the Communists, and t h a t  he i s  t h e i r  agent. He has 
of ten taken pos i t ions  damaging t o  the G n '  and favorable t o  the Communist s i d e ,  
but  t h i s  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  evidcnce t o  conclude t h a t  he is a w i t t i n g  Communist too l .  

20. Chan Tin cones through t o  observers as  a quiet  but  stubborn man. 
P r i e s t ,  he views people 's  p l igh ts  i n  a human.way. 
imprisonment s.nd mistreatment i n  GVN j a i l s  from contacts  with parishioners.  
cated a t  the Sorbonne, evidcntly during the e ra  severa l  decades ago when s o c i a l i s t  
ideas were cormon currency, he puts the human t ragedies  he meets i n t o  a c lass -  
StLUggle i n t e l l e c t u a l  framework. These t r a i t s  were i l l u s t r a t e d ,  fo r  example, 
during the  July 27 c a l l  on him by the report ing o f f i ce r .  A teenage g i r l  entered 
his  o f f i c e  during the  c a l l  with a folded note fo r  a r e l a t i v e  i n  prison. She had 
gotten conf l i - t i ng  repor t s  about where the r e l a t i v e  was being held.  
l i s t f n e d  symbathetically,  assured her h e  knew where the r e l a t i v e  was, and agreed 
t o  gct t he  note t o  him. 
o f f i c e r  about the present s i i u a t i o n  i n  South Vietnam i n  dramatic c lass -s t ruggle  terms. 

Obviously, i f  our new survey i s  r i g h t ,  Chan Tin went d r a s t i c a l l y  wrong 
The easy answer 

Being a 
He may KnOW of cases Of  Unjust 

Edu- 

Chan Tin 

After t he  g i r l  l e f t ,  he then spoke t o  the repor t ing  

~~ ~ 

- 1/ 
ccasef i re .  
programs negotiated with thc Corraunist s ide .  

These a r e  the  remainder of 5,081 hcld i n  t h i s  category a t  the t i m e  Of t he  
;'he others  have already been released t o  the Communists i n  exchange 

I .  

I 

• . . 
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Added to the interrogation centers, these facilities may bring the detention 
population to roughly two thousand nationwide. TIlis is less than the number 
we've been carrying, based on the 1972 year-end figure of 4,060. Such a drop 
Beems logical for the post-ceasefire period, but ,it cannot be verified. 

18. Taking the Mission survey in its entirety, therefore, we reach the 
conclusion that the prison and detention systems together held about 35,000 
persons in the July-August period, broken down as' follows: 

Category of Prisoners Occupancy 

Inmates of national prisons 
Inmates of provincial prisons 
Communist offenders (held separately pending release) 
Detainees in interrogation centers and local lock-ups 

15,342 
14,2911/ 
3,506-

c. 2,000 
c. 35,139 

fince our detention-interrogation estimate is probably high, a total of under 
35,000 is defensible. The real total cannot be far from that figure in any case. 

·TIlis includes all categories of civilian prisoners, not just "political prisoners" 
hC';lever defined. END UNCLASSIFIED 

)1EGIN LHlITED OFFICIAL USE 

Chan Tin's Error 

19. ObViously, if our new survey is right, Chan Tin went drastically wrong 
some"here, des?ite the care he says he put into his estimates. The easy answer 
is that he was egged on by the Communists, and that he is their agent. He has 
often taken pOSitions damaging to the GVN and favorable to the Communist Side, 
but this is insufficient evidence to conclude that he is a witting Communist tool. 

20. Chan Tin comes through to obserVers as a quiet but stubborn man. Being a 
priest, he views people's plights in a human. way. He may Know of cases of unjust 
imprisonment ~,nd mistreatment in GVN jails from contacts with parishioners. Edu­
cated at the Sorbonne, eVidently during the era several decades ago when socialist 
ideas ;rere corJlllon currency, he puts the human tragedies he meets into a class­
struggle intel.lectual f:came"ork. TIlese traits were illustrated, for example, 
during the July 27 calIon him by the reporting officer. A teenage girl entered 
his office dU'dng the call with a folded note for a relative in prison. She had 
gotten confli.:ting reports about where the relative was being held. Chan Tin 
listened sympathetically, assured her he knew where the relative ;ras, and agreed 
to get the note to him. After the girl left, he then spoke to the reporting 
officer about the present situation in South Vietnam in dramatic class-struggle terms. 

1/ These are the remainder of 5,081 held in this category at the time of the 
ceaSe fire. :"'he others have already been released to the Communists in exchange 
programs negotiated with the Corr.:nunist side. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
I";' 

.~-.~ .. -:;:~. ~~~:j 

• • 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE Page a 

21. 
impressed by s t a t i s t i c s ,  Chan T i n  has c l e a r l y  le t  h i s  subjec t ive  view override 
h i s  ob jec t iv i ty  i n  h i s  published survey. H i s  thinking apparently led him i n t o  
ever more extreme posi t ions a s  he prepared the s t a t i s t i c s .  
to ld  an Embassy o f f i c e r  and a v i s i t i n g  Congressionat s t a f f e r  t h a t  i t  was d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  make an accurate estimate of the t o t a l  number of pr isoners;  h i s  own 
guess a t  t ha t  time was 100,000, though he heard of f igures  as high as 200,000. 
He has now gone up t o  the highest  f igure c i r cu la t ing  among c r i t i c s  for  "po l i t i -  
cal prisoners" alone. 
"must" be cor rec t  because i t  provides him with j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h i s  comitment 

Translat ing these convictions i n t o  arguments t h a t  would convince a world 

L a s t  A p r i l ,  he 

Perhaps he i s  convinced emotionally t h a t  t h i s  f igure 

.. t o  the issue. 

22. Also; we believe i n  t h i s  case tha t  Chan Tin has been swayed by h i s  sources, 

p ic ture ,  as he claims, b u t  they appear a l so  t o  have either an ax t o  grind o r  an 
emotion-clouded concept of the numbers t h a t  can be held i n  some of the prisons 
and detention centers .  Chan Tin 's  t o t a l  f igure  compounds these smaller e r rors .  
It is thus a f a i r l y  typ ica l  instance of l i t t l e  flaws, hard t o  p i n  down but easy 
t o  bel ieve i f  one i s  disposed t o  do so, hiding a gross weakness i n  the overa l l  

.some of whom may be l e s s  scrupulous than he. They may be indeed c lose  t o  the 

. resul t .  

Ambassador's Comment: 

23. I am again indebted t o  Mr. Sizer  and the other  Mission o f f i c e r s  who 
. contributed t o  t h i s  report  for  an exhaustive and painstaking analysis .  

best  t radi t ior .  of the Foreign Service t h i s  repor t ,  without b ias  o r  subject ive 
emotional invcrlvement, presents the f a c t s  a s  best  they can be perceived a f t e r  
extensive study and research. 
widest possible dissemination. 

24. 
believe.  
persons who a r e  s t i l l  concerned with the t r u t h  - and, for tuna te ly ,  the majority 
of the c i t i z e i s  of the United S ta t e s  s t i l l  come within t h i s  category. 

In the 

It deserves, and I hope i t  w i l l  receive the 

This repor t  w i l l  not convince those who bel ieve only what they wish t o  
It v i l l ,  I think,  be convincing t o  those reasonable and object ive 

MARTIN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

. 

I 

, . LIMlTED OFFICIAL USE Page 8 

21. Translating these convictions into arguments that would convince a world 
impressed by statistics, Chan Tin has clearly let his subjective view override 
his objectivity in his putlished survey. His thinking apparently led him into 
ever more extreme positions as he prepared the statistics. Last April, he 
told an Embassy officer and a visiting Congressional' staffer that it was diffi­
cult to make an accurate estimate of the total number of prisoners; his own 
guess at that time was 100,000, though he heard of figures as high as 200,000. 
Re has now gone up to the highest figure circulating among critics for "politi­
cal prisoners" alone. Perhaps he is convinced emotionally that this figure 
''must'' be correct because it provides him with justification for his commitment 
to the/issue. 

22. Also; we believe in this case that Chan Tin has been swayed by his sources, 
some of whom may be less scrupulous than he. They may be indeed close to the 
picture, as he claims, but they appear also to have either an ax to grind or an 
emotion-clouded concept of the numbers that can be held in some of the prisons 
and detention centers. Chan Tin's total figure compounds these smaller errors. 
,It is thus a fairly typical instance of little flatvs, hard to pin down but easy 

, to believe if one is disposed to do so, hiding a gross weakness in the overall 
result. 

Amb'assador's Comment: 

23. I am again indebted to Mr. Sizer and the other Mission officers who 
co~tributed to this report for an exhaustive and painstaking analysis. In the 
best traditio~ of the Foreign Service this report, without bias or subjective 
emotional involvement, presents the racts as best they can be perceived after 
extensive study and research. It deserves, and I hope it will receive the 
widest possible dissemination. 

24. This rep'Jrt will not convince those who believe only what they wish to 
believe. It ,.;111, I think, be convincing to those reasonable and objective 
persons who are still concerned with the truth - and, fortunately, the majority 
of the citize':\s of the United States still -come within this category. __ 

, 
" 
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FATHER CHAN TIN'S LIST OF "POLITICAL. PRISOhTRS" ACLEGEDLY HELD BY 
r 

. . .  
I' 

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAii, JUNE 1, 

(from publ ica t ion  issued Ju ly  1973) 

1973 . .  
. ' .* 

. .  ... 

. .  .: 
- *  . .  . .  . .  ._. i .. 

Four Special  Prisons 

Con Son (mostly for p o l i t i c a l  pr isoners)  

Tan Hiep ( e n t i r e l y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  pr isoners)  

8,200 

2,500 
Thu I)uc ( fo r  women) 1,500 

Dalat ( for  juveni le  males) 1,000 

Six POW Camps ' . . '  ( . . ,  

. .  
Phu puoc 

. .  
Ho Nai (Men Hoa) 
Phu T a i  (Qui Nhon) 

. . Danang 
Pleiku 
Can Tho 

. .  

. .  . .  

Mil i ta ry  P r i s c E  

Go Vap 
Four Big Prisons (Danang, Nha Trang, Can Tho, 

Other Mi l i ta ry  Prisons 
P le ikuj  

Nine Big Prisons 

Chi Hoa 
Gia Dinh 
Can Tho 
My Tho 
Thua Phu (Hue) 
Danang 
Quang Nzm 
Quang N E a i  
Q u i  Nhon 

- /- 

* .-- 

. .  
13 , 200, 

. .  
. .  

X 
X 
X 
X 
X .  
X 
X 
- 

2,000 

6.000 
# 4;OOO 

12 , 000 

-. 

2 , 000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3 , 000 
3,000 

' 4,000 
3,000 

-. . 

25,000 

. 
I 

. . . . 
":~ , ". .. 
•. .'.' 

• 
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FATHER CHAN TIN'S LIST OF "POLITICAL PRISONERS" ALLEGEDLY HELD BY THF, 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNA."I, JUNE I, 1973 _ 

(from publication issued July 1973) 

Four Special Prisons 

Con Son (mostly for political prisoners) 
Thu Duc (for women) 

." 

Tan Hiep (entirely for political prisoners) 
Da1at (for juvenile males). 

Six POI~ Camps 

Phu Quoc 
Ho Nai (Bien Hoa) 
Phu Tai (Qui Nhon) 
Danang 

. Pleiku 
Can Tho 

Military Priscns 

Nine 

Go Yap 
Four Big Prisons (Danang, 

Pleiku) 
Other Military Prisons 

Big Prisons 

Chi Hoa 
Gia Dinh 
Can Tho 
My Tho 
'thua Phu (Hue) 
Danang 
Quang Nam 
Quang Ngai 
Qui Nhon 

'.' . 

Nha Trang, Can Tho, 

• 

", _. --

UNCLASSIFIED 

... ' 

8,200 
1,500 
2,500 
1,000 

13,200. 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2,000 

6,000 
4.000 

12,000 

2,000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,000 
3,000 
4,000 
3,000 

25,000 

.' 

, 

.' 

" 
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. .  

'Thir ty-seven provincial  pr isons 

">. Tota l  f o r  all 37 pr isons  
. .  . .~ J 

.. . .  . .  
. .  .. . .  

Dis t r i c t  and village jails 

3 ' . '  . .  . Total f o r  all 

. .  
Interrogat ion Cen te r s  

. .  so, '000 
50,000 

. .  
~ -.. . . .  

..: ._ . 

, I  ': 
Nat iona l  Pol ice  Headquarters ,  Vo Tanh St. a 

Capital  Po l i ce  Headquarters ,  T r a n  Hung Dao 

Ben Bach Dang, Saigon 
Ngo Quyen. Saigon 
Bang Ky Bridge, Cia  Dinh 
Hang Keo, Cia Dinh 
Mil i tary Security, Nguyen Binh Khiem St., 

Capi ta l  Mil i tary Security,  Nguyen Trai St., 

Eleven  police s ta t ions in  Saigon 
F o u r  military region secu r i ty  intell igence 

Quang Kam interrogat ion cen te r  
Qui Nhon interrogat ion cen te r  
Quang h'gai interrogat ion c e n t e r  . _-. 

. . .  '*. 
.' Saigon 

St ree t ,  Saigon 

Saigon 

Saigsn 

c e n t e r s  

. .  . ~- 

Forty- two province secu r i ty  s ta t ions 
Forty-f ive province mi l i t a ry  secu r i ty  s ta t ions 2, 000 
Dis t r i c t  s ecu r i ty  s ta t ions 5,000 
Mi l i ta ry  region offices of mi l i t a ry  secu r i ty  1,000 
Other  interrogat ion places  5,000 

33,800 
. I  

NATIONAL TOTAL 202,000 

1,000 

200 
200 
200 
800 

1,200 

500 

200 
1,000 

1,500 
' 1,500 

1,500 
2,000 
9,000 

, _... . ~. -.. . . 
.: 

. .. i . .  

> 
UNCLkSS'iFIED 

. 
. 

-, 

I 

.' . t . 
" 

• UNCLASSIFIED 

, 
'~hirty-seven provincial prisons 

•. : ,~t 

'J Total for all 37 prisons 

District and village jails 

. Total for all 

• Interrogation Centers 
.. : .. 
I·."" , , .. :i, .. National Police Headquarters, Vo Tanh St., 

": ",. ',,' ' Saigon ' 

", 

", 

Capital Police Headquarters, Tran Hung Dao 
Street, Saigon 

Ben Bach Dang, Saigon 
Ngo Quyen, Saigon 
Bang Ky Bridge, Gla Dinh 
Hang Keo, Gia Dinh 
Military Security, Nguyen Binh Khiem St., 

Saigon 
Capital Military Security, Nguyen Trai St., 

Saigon 
Eleven police stations in Saigon 
Four military region security intelligence 

. centers 
Quang Nam interrogation center 
Qui Nhon interrogation center 
Quang Ngai interrogation center .. ' 
Forty-two province security stations 
Forty-five province military security stations 
District security stations 
Military region offices of military security 
Other inter rogation places 

NATIONAL TOTAL ZOZ, 000 

UNCLASS:':FIED . " 

.: . 

50,000 
50,000 

.... 

68,000 
68,000 

1,000 

zoo 
ZOO 
ZOO 
800 

I, ZOO 

500 

ZOO 
1, 000 

1,500 
• I, 500 

1,500 
Z,OOO 
9,000 
2,000 
5,000 
1,000 
5.000 

33,800 

'·t 
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ENCLOSURE 2 . . .  

. .  UNCL4SSIFIED ..: 
. .  . . .  . ,  , . . .  . .  . ..... 

. .  . .  

. '4 . .  . .. . .  I . .  
. .  . .  COMPARISON OF 

' ' ' FATRER CRAN TIN'S "POLITICAL PRISONER" CLAIM, .. .' : c.. :' - . >.., 
.,..A . . .  

. .  

'+<1.2 
< ,+, 

GVN CIVILIAN PRISONER CLAM, 
AND STANDARD U. S. EMBASSY ESTIMATE 

I 

r . 3  . .. 
-\:TJ . .  
et%er Chan Tin's Claim as of 
@& 1, 1972 
c-2; 

<:.*-* ,.;. 
,Standard U. S. Embassy'Estihte 

>. ru 
<,a' 

> ' .  
":. _i. 

GVN Claim in July and November 1973 
Booklets on Civilian Prisoners 

. * i  
.. . 
-,.a c.3 
f;;.". "specia1 prisons" plus 
C h f  Hoa : 

Five national prisons: Five national prisons: 

Total capacity about 21,000 until 
June 1973; became 20,000 June 2, 
1973, with de-activation of Dalat 
Reformatory; no "political prisoners" 

. Total occupancy of 20,501 as of ' 
December 31, 1972; less since thar 15,200 "political prisoners" 

a 
Eixht "big orisons" DluS 

. 37 provincial prisons: 
Thirty-Five provincial prisons (no Thirty-Five provincial prisons: 
others now operating): 

I 

7 3 , 000 "po 1 it ical pr isoners" Total capacity less than 19,000; 
no "political prisoners" 

Total occupancy of 19,156 as of 
December 31, 1972; less since ther 

. .  ,... , e '. . 
. Distrfct and village jails . '  ' Jails below province level: 

. .. '. .. . , - and interroxation centers: . .  . 

Detention system dovn. t o  villane 
k v c l  : - 

101,800 "political prisoners" ' . July booklet says they do not 
exist; November booklet nv+ions 

holding persons no longer than 

Total occupancy of 4.060 as of 
December 31; 1972; we have assumec 

then, 'though figure fluctuates 
. . .  : temporary processing centers occupancy roughly the same since. 

~ 

.. . .  ... '+ .: 
.... . five days; no "political 

prisonera" ! 

- -  .. 
.. .. 

... 

" 

UNCLASSIFIED 

I 

COMPARISON OF 
FATHER CHAN TIN'S "POLITICAL PRISONER" CLAIM. 

f GVN CIVILIAN PRISONER CLAIM, 
AND STANDARD U. S. EMBASSY ESTIMATE 

r,:::o: 
~~,'\,.j 

Neher Chan Tin's Claim as of 
qiinh 1. 1972 

~:1 c. .. ".> 
go3£ "special prisons" plus 
chi' Hoa: 

15,200 "political prisoners" 

Eight "big prisons" plus 
, 37 provincial prisons: 

73,000 "political prisoners", 

'District and village lails 
and interrogation centers: 

: .. ', 

\, 

101,800 "political pJ;isoners" ' 

GVN Claim in July and November 1973 
Booklets on Civilian Prisoners 

Five national prisons: 

Total capacity about 21,000 until 
June 1973: became 20,000 June 2. 
1973, with de-activation of Dalat 
Reformatory: no "political prisoners" 

Thirty-Five provincial prisons '(no 
others now operating): 

Total capacity less than 19,000: 
no "political prisoners" 

Jails below province level: 

July booklet says they do not 
exist; November booklet mentions 
temporary processing centers 
holding persons no longer than 
five days: no "political 
prisoner.> ot 

, 

.' .' 
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~d .. ".~' 
~::' ....... 
'(...'ir;! 
t': .'1'" ..... -.... -:., 

<.- ~ .:.. 

Standard U. S. Embassy Estimate 

Five nationsl prisons: 

• Total occupancy of 20,501 as of 
December 31, 1972; less since ther 

Thirty·Five provincial prisons: 

Total occupancy of 19,156 as of 
December 31, 1972: less since that 

, 

Detention system down., to village 
level: 

Total occupancy of 4,060 as of 
December 31; 1972; we have assumec 
occupancy roughly the same since' 
then, though figure fluctuates 

.... 
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I 

. .  . .  

, Father Chan Tin ' s  Claim as of ' ' .. GVN C l a i m  i n  Ju ly  and November 1973 .Standard U. S. Embassy E s t i m a t e  
. 

s 
, ' Booklets on C i v i l i a a  Ptisoners ... -. .June 1, 1972 

. .  . .  Militam prisons: ' . . .  

13.000 "po l i t i ca l  prisoners1* . :.~l 
1.. :..? 

. .  
. ~..- 

.. . . . . .  . . .  Zero ' .. 

Military prisons: .Mi l i t a ry  prisons: 

July booklet does not  discuss;  
November booklet says not appl icable  

We have assumed these are s t r i c t l y  
f o r  s o l d i e r s  under mi l i t a ry  
d i sc ip l ine ,  and we have no evi- 
dence t o  the contrary 

f 7  
1*;.% 

pow camps: . POW camps : 
. :.- 

July booklet does not discuss;  b P t Y  
November booklet ind ica tes  
camps are empty 

TOTAL: - TOTAL: TOTAL: - - 
. 202,000 "poUtica1 prisoners" Capacity of pr ison system less . Occupancy of prison and detent ion 

systems to t a l ed  43,717 as of 
December 31, 1972; less s ince  

than 40,000 u n t i l  June 1973; ... .I less than 39,000 after 
i , . .  .: ' June 2, 1973; no "po l i t i ca l  then . i  

. . . .  
/ . . .  - . . :_I 

. .  .;. . . . .  r . . . . .  ... . . . . . .  .. . .  . .  .. ... . .  . . . . . . .  1 .  

. .  

. . . . . . .  .. 
. . .  

.'. -2 .~ 

. . .  .. . ,  

. .  . I '  
~ 

. . .  

, 

. . . .  . . . .  . . 9 '  ' I  

. .  . .  .._ 
..;.- 

. . .  
. . ,". ' w .'..,. 7 .  . 

. 
. .  

._ . . . . . . .  , . . a  

. ,  
.: . . 

.." . .  

. . .  

. : . .  

. . .  . . ,  
. . . .  . .  

. .  
! 

. .  

.r.. 
. . . .  

, .  
. .  

'. .I 

, " .... --.~.- '. .. . _ ........ --~ - .-... . ... . 
,.' '. 

. :' .. 

, Father Chan Tin's Claim as of 
-: June 1. 19'12 

Military prisons: 

, " 
UNCLASSIFIED 

GVN Claim in July and November 1973 
Booklets on Civiliart Prisoners 

Military prisons: 

.~. _ .. , ......... -.... . .. 

, ... ,':, 
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,Standard U. S. Embassy Estimste 

,Military prisons: 

1.?..900 "political prisoners'" 
~,;.~ " 
~.-{::. 

July booklet does not discuss; 
November booklet says not applicable 

We have assumed these are strictly 
for soldiers under military 
discipline, and we have no evi­
dence to the contrary 

l ... ;·" 
~.:;~, 
.... ? 
~~' 

-' (.~~ 
.-.6' .,. 

POW campsD 

Zero 

TOTAL: 

, , 

POW camps: 

July booklet does not discuss; 
November booklet indicates 
camps are empty 

TOTAL: 

202,000 "political prisoners" Capacity of prison system less 
than 40,000 until June 1973; 
less than 39,000 after 

.. 
.,.;,1 , 

, ,I' 
'. '.: ;'.~ 

•... " 

, ". June 2. 1973; no "political 
,,' ',,:~, .. prisoDers" 

. .. .': " ~ .. ";':~ .. ~. ' 

~ ~ ._' :'.' ~',':>-" ;~~ 
'" . ; ''''- I 

. . ~ ' .. .... ; "j,. 
., -:' ...... : ~- . 

. ' . .:.' . .-

.. "'.; -i--~" •. 

. :..: .r.· .. 
:X· . 

. 
\ , 

\ 

'POW camps: 

Empty 

TOTAL: 

Occupancy of prison and detention 
systems totaled 43,717 as of 
December 31, 1972; less since 
then , I 

,;. ... 
, , 

, ' 
" 
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. .  . 
; . i  

. . .  
. . .  . . .  
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. .  

' :.. 
, .. ... . .  .*... 1 '  

, . , : .' 

' u. s. MISSION INFORMATION ON ALL TYPES OF CIVILIAN. PRI~ONERS 
. .  . .  

I :'.' '' 
. . .  . .  ' DETAINED IN SOUTH VIETNAM AS O F  JULY 24, 1973 

. .  

(Chan Tin's  estimates of "political p r i sone r s "  as of June  1, 1973, i n .  
pa ren theses )  . _  . .  . . .  ... . . .  . .  .:. . ;.. . . .  . ,  . .  

. . . . . . .  National P r i s o n s  

Chi  Hoa 
' IThu Duc 

.Con Son 
,:.*an Hiep 

. .  . .  ' 

7,9 1 1  

. 5 , 4 9 8  
" ? 9 b 1  

. .  . .  1 , 1 3 7  
. L  

. .  . .  5 '  

. . . . . . . . .  .I 

I)alat Refo rma to ry  N.A. -1 . . . .  . . . .  
. .  . . ,  . -  . 15,342 . .  

. 
. .  

, *:. . ... 
Prov inc ia l  P r i s o n s  

Quang N a m  504 
Quang N g a i  452 
Quang Tin 182  
Thua Thien ' 329 
Danang 1.003 
Binh Dinh 
Dar lac  m 
Khanh Hoa 
Kontum 
Ninh Thuan 
P h u  Yen 
P le iku  
Binh Thuan 
Tuyen Duc 
Cia Dinh 
Binh Duong 
Binh Tuy 
Long An 
Phuoc Tuy 
Tay Ninh 
Bien Hoa 

. .  58 1 
234 

1,354 
56 
115 

4 1 2  
406 
226 -- 
253 
182 
229 

92 
11 6 
261 
428 
7 61 

. .  . 

(3,'OOO) 

.I  

~~ 

L' The Dalat  Reformatory  was  de-activated on June 2, 1973, and t r a n s f e r r e d  
to  the Minis t ry  of Social  Welfare. It wil l  become a chi ldren 's  protect ion 
center .  . . .  

I 
: , .. . I  

. .  
. .  \ .  . L  t::' 

. . .  
1 )  

' I .  ' ,  . >", . : 
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i 
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- 7  

. .  
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U. S. MISSION INFORMATION ON ALL TYPES OF CIVILIAN, PRISONERS 
DETAINED IN SOUTH VIETNAM AS OF JULY 24, 1973 

(Chan Tints estimates of "political prisoners" as of June I, 1973, in, 
parentheses) 

, , 

National Prisons 
.... :- ••• I. • i· . .~;,.\,~")' -... 

c Chi Hoa 
',Thu Duc .' .Con Son 

':<Tan Hiep 

t 

7,9 1 1 
1, 1 3 7 
5,498 

796 , 1 
N.A • 

.. ,. 

(2, 000) 
(1,500) 
(8,200) 
(2,500) 

/ (1,000) 
15,342 (IS, 200) 

, Dalat Reformatory 
. :", .. ~: ..,. 

// 

, 

Provincial Prisons 

Quang Nam 
Quang Ngai 
Quang Tin 
Thua Thien 
Danang 
Binh Dinh 
Darlac m 
Khanh Hoa 
Kontum 
Ninh Thuan 
Phu Yen 
P1eiku 
Binh Thuan 
Tuyen Duc 
Gia Dinh 
Binh Duong 
Binh Tuy 
Long An 
Phuoc Tuy 
Tay Ninh 
Bien Hoa 

504 
452 
182 
329 

1,003 
581 
234 

" 1, 354 
56 
115 

412 
406 
226 
253 
182 
229 

92 
116 
261 
428 
761 

-" ' 

(3, 000) 
(4,000) 

(2,000) 
(3,000) 
(3,000) 

(3, 000) 

1/ ' ' 
- The Dalat Reformatory was de-activated on June 2, 1973, and transferred 
to the Ministry of Social Welfare. It will become a children's protection 
center. 

, . 
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. $ . I . .  . . . . . .  . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  '# '' ' '. . .  

. .  - c  .... 

provincial  Pr isons (continued) 
. .  

. .  , .  . . . .  . . .  . .  . .- _ .  
> 

: .  ! 

. . .  . .  . . .  . ~. . .  
,, . . _  

. 1:. . .  . .  . .  

. .  ' . . 251 : An Giang 
. A n  Xuyen 168  

. .  457 Ba Xuyen 
Bac Lieu 
Chau Doc 368 
Dinh Tuong 386 
Go Cong 

. . . .  . .  . .  . . .  
. . . . . . .  

. .  .. - . .  
.... . .  . . . .  

., , .  . .  
. . .  

. .  .;, .* . . . . . . . . . . .  . _ .  
. .  

. .  . .  
. . . . . .  . . . .  

. ., 

. . .  .. . .  336 . .  

. . . .  . . .  . . . . . .  

. .  
, a  

. .  . . . .  
.% . . .  . . .  

. .  
. . .  . .  . . .  

(2,000) 

.... . . .  ';. . . . . . . . .  . , . .  ~ . .  1 

9. Kien Giang 207 .. 

' , Kien Hoa 399 
41 . .  i 75 

. .  .- 1,' 887 (3,000) 

. . .  . . .  . . . . .  . .  - .  
. . . .  

. . 270 , . '  

, 
. . . . . .  . .  . . . .  . . .  

' . a  

. .  
. . . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  

. . .  . .  . . 2 .  

. . . . .  . . . . .  . .  
... 

' kien  Tuong 
Kieh Phong 

' , 'Phong Dinh 
Vinh Binh 

. . . .  . . .  . .  
. . . .  . .  

, .  ' ,  

. .  . . .  . .  ~ . .  . .  
. .  . .  

. .  .. . .  
498 
672 . .  

Vinh Long . . I  

Communist Offenders (held in separate locations penaing re lease l  

Total 3,506 , (N.A.) - 3 1  I 

. . ' 14,291 (73,000) 51 . .  
, ,  

. . .  
. .  . .  

, i  

' .  .I 
. . .  

Wilitary Prisons . .  
. .  

. .  

. .  . . I  

Total for a l l  -0- 41 (12,000) 

District an.d VillaRe Jai ls  
.. 

(68, 000) 51  'r 
Total for a l l  N.A. - 

_ -  - 21 This total comprises 23, 000 in the eight prisons Chan Tin mentions 
specifically, plus 50. 000 he lumps together in a separate category of 
provincial prisons. 

- 3 /  Chin Tin includes Communist offenders among other !'pontical.prisoners" . 
.---.-j 

. . . .  .. *:. ~ 

.. , 
..-at , . . .  and gives no separate figure for this category. 

assumption, . .  

, ,! >:;a 2 .$= 7 

fj/ The information received assumes that military prisons a r e  irrelevant 
' t o  the civilian prisoner issue. See a i rgram text for support of this 

.- 

21 According to the information received, there are no jails below the province 
level. 
a t  the dis t r ic t  and village levels. 

This is  correct,  but it ignores the small  detention capability of the police 
See a i rgram text. 

'. 

.'. ~. : ·f' 
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An Giang 251 
168 
457 
336 
368 

(2,000) 
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," • 0' 
.. 

.. ' 

. ,",. 

-" .' 

. ~." " . . ' 
... 

,An Xuyen 
·Ba Xuyen 
:Sac Lieu 
Chau Doc 
Dinh Tuong 
Go Cong 
Kien Giang 
Kien Hoa 

386 
270 
207 
399 
41 

175 

- .... .. . , . " ~'. 

/. 

'lhen Tuong 
. Klen Phong 
'Phong Dinh 
Vinh Binh 
'Vinh Long . 

1,887 
498 
67Z 

14,291 

(3,000) 

(73, 000) ,"-I 

Communist Offenders (held in separate locations penning release) 
• 

Total 3,506 3/ (N.A.) -

Military Prisons 

Total for all -0- 4/ (12,000) 

District and Village Jails 

'r 
Total for all N. A. 'it (68, 000) 

. 'f..l This total comprises 23,000 in the eight prisons Chan Tin mentions 
specifically, plus 50,000 he lumps together in a separate category of 
provincial prisons. . 

. ' .. 

~ " 

" 

. .,':'\ . 

3/ Chan Tin includeE Communist offenders among other "porlii~aJ.prisoners" 
;nd gives no separate figure for this category. ~, •. ,.:;\;,'.: . .; .. >.,. 

':~'\.'~"'" 

1.1 The information received assumes that military prisons are irrelevant 
'to the civilian prisoner issue. See airgram text for support of this 
as sumption, 

'if According to the information received, there are no jails below the province 
level. This is correct, but it ignores the small detention capability of the police 
at the district and village levels. See airgram text. . 
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61 tnterroiation Centers - . .  

. . .  . .  
. .  ' 0 1  . .  

. . . . . . .  . . .  . .  :- c 

National Police Headquarters, Vo Tanh St., Saigon 
Capital Police Headquarters, Tran Hung Dao St., Saigon 
Ben Bach Dang, Saigon 
Ngo Quyen, Saigon 

Hang Keo, Gia Dinh 
Military Security, Nguyen Binh Khiem St., Saigon 
Capital Military Security, Nguyen Trai St., Saigon 
Eleven Police Stations in Saigon 
Others 

Bang Ky Bridge, Gia Dinh . .  

' 

a3 
58 
15 
2 
15 
70 
26 
14 
31 
N.A. 

. .  
' - .  . .  

N*A.U . (33,800) . .  
. .  

. . .  
. .  .. . .  

. .  . _ .  , . ,  , 

. . .  
. .  .. 

. , , .  

. . . .  
. .  I .  

:. . . .  ! 

. .  .* ' . _. 

. . . .  
. .  

. _. . . . I  . . .  -. , .  ; 
. .  

I 

I 
- 

'g/ The Mission's findings in this category are as of August 22 ,  1973. 

- 7 1  See airgram text. 
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Inter~ogation Centers !I 

UNCLASSIFIED 

National Police Headquarters, Va Tanh St., Saigon 
Capital Police Headquarters, Tran Hung Dao St., Saigon 
Ben Bach Dang, Saigon 
Ngo Quyen, Saigon 
Bang Ky Bridge, Gia Dinh 
Hang Keo, Gia Dinh 

, . 

. " 

Military Security, Nguyen Binh Khiem St., Saigon 
Capital Military Security, Nguyen Trai St., Saigon 
Eleven Police Stations in Saigon 
Others 

. : ,. 
. " 

" 

... ',. 

" . -' 

., ", 

83 
58 
1.5 
2 

1S 
70 
26 
14 
31 
N.A. 

-
N.A.II 
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... 
'. -

(1,000) 
( 200) 

.( 200) 
( 200) 
( 800) 
(1,200) 
( 500) 
( 200) 
(1,000) 

(28,500) 

(33,800) 

'1:._ • 

11 The MiSSion's findings in this category are as of August 22, 1973. 

II See air gram text • 
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