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SAIGON (UPD) — A fierce
battle which already has cost
the lives of nearly 100 Saigon
government troops and North
Vieinamese regulars in South
Vietnam's Central Highlands

 Fighting
rs 3rd Day

_ificant fighting in the northérn

quarter of the nation bordering
on "North™ Vietnam. Most other
clashes were smidll and widely
scattered Communist attacks,

the spokesman said.
went into its third day Sunday.

But fighting tapered off else-

Wwhere. '

The Saigon command said
Comtmunist viclations of,. the
Paris Cease-Fire Agreément
dropped off by 20 per cernt. Com-
mand spokesman Lt. Col. Le
Trung Hien said there was no
apparent reason why Commuy-
nist attacks between noon Satur-
day and noon Sunday fell to 60
from the previous day’s 74.

The 60 truce violations were
the lowest total since the unoffi-
cial Tet Lunar New Year truce.

In the South Vietnamese €en-
tral Highlands battle at:Peiku,
220 miles north -of Saigon, -the
South Vietnamese goverument
reported - killing 81 Communist
soldiers while losing 15 gavern-
ment soldiers killed and 17 oth-
ers wounded. The government
ground commander and his dep-
uty both were missing. North
Vietnamese - fire " also  knocked
out one U.S.-built M48 tank.r: -
1&:The battle began at-dusk Fri-
#day and entered its third day
Sunday evening. South Vietnam-
ese troop -and tank .reinforce-
‘ments moved . into ‘the fray late
Saturday, but the ‘North Viet-
namess soldiers involved
showed"#io .sign of retreating,

field reports said. :
\The Saigon.command ‘spokes-
an said there was no  sign-
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