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SUtlJl CT COMMENTS BY FORMER GVN PRIME ",tNISTER 
KH U:M ON DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH V IEtNAM PRIOR TO THE 
rALL OF THE. GVN . .--

5UM~A~Y. ON 10 MAY. FORMER -GVN PRIME 

MINISTc~ KHltM COMMENTED THAT HE RESIGNED HIS POSITION ON 4 
APRIL AT THE SUGGESTION OF FORMER :;VN FOREIG"l MINISTER DO. AND 
NOT AT THE RcQUEST OF PRESIDENT THIEU. KHIEM CLAIMED THAT 
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NEITHE~ HE NOR THIEU EVER HAD ANY CONTACTS WITH THE VIETNAMESE 
COMMUNISTS OTHER THAN THE FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS IN PARIS. GENERAL 
"~IGn MINH. HOW~VER. HAD CONTACT WITH THE HEAD OF THE PROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT THROUGH A MUTUAL FRIEND. AND KHIEM OFFERED 
HIS SUPPORT TO MINH WHEN MINH EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT HE COULD -_ .. ------- ------_ .. 



BRING ABOUT SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS. KHIEM EXPLAINED 
THAT THIEU DECIDED TO WITHDRAW FROM KONTUM AND DARLAC PROVINCES 
FOLLOWING A SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON 13 MARCH AND A 
BRIEFING BY THE MIL!TARY REGION 2 (MR-2) COMMANDER THE 
FOLLOhl~G DAY. FOLLOWING 4 VISIT TO NHA TRANG ON 19 MARCH. 
KHIEM RePORTED TO THIEU THAT THE MR-2 COMMANDER WAS INCAPABLE 
OF COMMA~D, bUT THIEU DID NOT REPLACE THE COMMANDER. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. ON l~ MAY 1975. FORMER GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) PRIME MINISTeR TRAN THIEN K 101 I E M AT HIS 
RESIDENCE IN TAIPEI COMMENTED THAT HE RESIGNED AS GVN PRIME 
MINISTER ON 4 APRIL AT THE SUGGESTION OF FORMER GVN F'OREIGN 
MINISTER TRAN VAN D O. KHIEM CLAIMED THAT FORMER r;VNPRESIDENT 
NGUYEN VAN T 101 lEU HAD NEVER SUGGESTED THAT KHIEM RESIGN. 
KHI~M SAID THAT DO. AS SPOKESMAN FOR THE "MODERATE GROUP." 
IN EARLY APRIL ADVOCATED THAT THIEU RETAIN HIS POSITION AS 
HEAD OF STATE BUT RELINQUISH HIS POWERS TO A GOVERNMENT 
COMPOstD OF RePRESENTATIVES FROM ALL OF' THE MAJOR PARTIES 
AND RELIGIONS. ACCORDING TO KHIEM. HE AGREED WITH DO'S 
)OSITION. HE FORESAW THE NEED FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
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COMMUNISTS. jNU KNEW THAT HE, AS PRIME MINSTER. MADE NEGO. 
TIATIONS IMPOSSIBLE AND THEREfORE HE RESIGNED. KHIEM COMMENTED 
T~AT IN ~A~L' 1974. HE OfFERED HIS RESIGNATION TO THIEU IN 
TME BELIE. T~AT A MORE REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT COULD BRING 

ABCUr S~C:=SS'~l NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE THE COMMUNISTS. HoWEVER, 
THlcU HEMAINED ADAMENT THAT NO CHANGE IN HIS POLtCIES OR IN 
THE GOVERNM~NT wERE REQUIRED. 

KHIEM SAID THAT NEITHER HE NOR THIEU HAD 
CONTACTS AT ANY TIME WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE pROVISIONAL 
REVOLUTIONAI<Y GUVERNMENT (PRGI. THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT OR TH~ DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (DRV) OTHER THAN tHE FORMAL 
N~G0TI'TIUNS I~ PARIS. KHIEM ADDED THAT HE VISITED GENERAL 
Cli~',G ,Ai, "bIG" MIN H AT MINH'S RESIDENCE A FEW DAYS AF"TER 
KHIEM'S RtSIGNATION ON 4 APRIL. MINH TOLD KHIEM THAT HE HAD 
CONTACT WITH HUYNH TAN P HAT. HEAD Of THE PRG, THROUGH 
A MUTUAL ,'RIEND. MINH I::XPRESSED CONfiDENCE THAT HE COULD 
BRING A80UT SUCCESSfUL NEGOTIATIONS. IN ADDITION. ACCORDING 
TO MINH. THE ~RENCH AMBASSADOR HAD PROMISED THAT HE WOULD 
A~:' 1ST IN 8RINGING A80UT NEGOTIATIONS. KHIEM SAID THAT 
DURING HI~ MetTING WITH MINH. HE PLEDGED HIS SUPpORT TO 



MIN~, KHI!:M >URTHER RELATED THAT ON OR ABOUT 2 APRIL. GENERAL 

CAO VAN V I I: N • CHIEF OF THE JOINT GENERAL SHF"r (JGS) I RE­

PORTED TO HIM THAT MAJOR GENERAL NGUYEN CAO K Y I FORMER GVN 

VIC\:-PRESIUENT AND PRIME MINSTER, HAD APPROACHED VIEN AND 

ASKtO HIM TO SUPPORT A COUP D'ETAT AGAINST THIEU, VIEN 

OECL INI:O TU ;;U"'",URT KY. AND 80 TH V lEN AND KH IEM REPORTED THE 

INCIOtNT TO U, S, AUTHORITIES THE FOLLOWING DAY, 

,5, KHIEM SAID THAT HE HAD ACCEPTED THE POST 

or ~INIS~~R UF hATIONAL DEFENSE. IN ADDITION TO HIS 8EING 

PRIMl MlhSTl:k, AT THE INSISTENCE OF HIS FRIEND GENERAL NGUYEN VAN 

V Y • RESIGNED ABOUT TwO YEARS AGO, KHIEM SAID IT WAS BETTER 

FOR GENERAL VII:N TO HAVE FULL POWER AS CHIEF OF THE JGS WITHOUT 

INTER,I:RENCE FROM THE DEFENSE MINISTER, KHIEM SAID THAT IN 

ACTUALITY. THE DEPUTY MINSTER OF NATIONAL DEFNESE. 8UU V lEN, 

'IIHO LATER \<lAS REPLACED 8Y TON THAT C H U 0 C , CARRIED OUT 

THI: DAY-TO-OAY hESPONSIblLITES OF THE DEFENSE MINSTER. 

THE DUENSE: MINSTER WAS RESPONSI8LE .OR PREPARING AND 

U~f~NUl;.~ TH~ 
MI~ITAkY bUDGET AND rOR RECOMMENDING AND 

CAi<RYlNG OUT MANPOweR POLICIES, THE MINSTER WAS NOT CON-

CERNED ~ITH RECOMMENDATIONS ,OR OR THE SELECTION OF rLAG 



RANK OFFIC~RS. OR FOR THE MOVEMENT OF TROOP UNITS. THE PRESIDENT 

ALONE. ACCORDING TO KHIEM. SELECTED SENIOR OFFICERS FOR COM-

AND OR FOR PROMOTION. AT TIMES UPON THE RECOMMENDATION or 

GENERAL .VIEN BUT WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH THE DEFENSE 

MINISTER. THE PRESIDENT ALSO APPROVED ALL TRANSfERS OF 

MILITARY UNITS FROM ONE MILITARY REGION (MRI TO ANOTHER, 

4, IN REF~HRING TO THE DECISIONS AFFECTING THE WITH­

DRAWAL FRuM PLUKU AND KONTUM PROVINCES IN MR-2. GENERAL 

KHIEM ~AID THAT DURING A 13 MARCH BREAKFAST MEETING OF THE 

GVN S~CURITY COUNCIL. PRESIDENT THIEU SAID THAT IT WAS 

ABSOLUT~LY NECESSARY TO HOLD BAN ME THUOT CITY IN DARLAC 

PROVINCE. BECAUSE IT WAS THE KEY TO THE DEFENSE OF THE 

POPULATED COASTAL PROV INCES OF KHANH HOA. PHU YEN. NINH THUAN 

AND bINrl THUkN, GENERAL VIEN REPLIED THAT THE JGS HAD NO 

RESERV~ FORCES. AND THAT MAJOR GENERAL PHAM VAN P H U • MR-2 

COMMANDER, MUST REGAIN BAN ME THUOT WITH THE FORCES CURRENTLY 

AVAILABLE TO HIM IN MR-2, THEREUPON. THE PRESIDENT DECIDED 

THAT IT WOUL~ 8~ N~CESSARY TO SACRIFICE PLEIKU AND KONTUM AS 

BEING or L~SS IMPORTANCE AND TO WITHDRAW SVN FORCES FROM 

BOTH ~ROVINCES. THE SECURITY COUN~IL MEMBERS PRESENT AT THE 
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MEETING CHAI~eU BY THE PRESIDENT WERE VICE.PRESIDENT TRAN 

VAN H U 0 N G , GENERAl VIEN. LIEUTENANT GENERAL DANG VAN 

QUA N G • ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT FOR SECURITY MATTERS. 

ANu KHIEM IN HIS CAPACITY AS PRIME MINSTER AND DEFENSE 

MI~ISTEr<. 

5. ON THE FOLLOWING DAY. 14 MARCH. THE PRESIDENT. 

ACCOMFANI=D 6Y KHIEM AND GENERALS VIEN AND aUANG. TRAVELED 

TO CAM RANH 8A~1: AND WERE 8R IEFED BY GENERAL PHU, AT THE 

CONCLUSIO~ L~ T~E ~RI~FING, PRESIDENT THIEU ASKED GENERAL 

P~0 IF yE COULD SUCCESSFULLY DEFEND PLEIKU AND KONTUM. PHU 

R~5DOND~D IN T~~ N~GATIVE, SAYING THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

ARMY FORCES WERE TOO STRONG AND THAT HIS OWN FORCES WERE 
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(dtJut,tcaUon) (dtU'em contro",} 

SHORT O~ MANPOWER. THE PRESIDENT THEN DIRECTED PHU TO WITH­

DRAW HIS fORCE~ ~ROM THE TWO PROVINCES. KHIEM SAID THAT THE 

ACTUAL PLANS O' IMPLEMENTING THE WITHDRAWAL WERE NOT DISCUSSED 

AT THE URIEflNG AND THAT .HE WAS NOT fAMILIAR WITH THE MILITARY 

PLAN.~HICH HI: CLAIMED WAS KNOWN ONLY TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

GENER~LS V leN AND PHU. 

O. KHltM AuDcO THAT ON 19 MARCH HE VISITED BOTH DANANG 

AND NHA TRANG AS THE HEAD O. A GROUP Of MINISTERS PLANNING 

FOR THE:: CARE OF REF'UGEES. HE SAID THAT HE FOUND GENERAL PHU 

AT NHA TRANG TO BE INCAPABLE or COMMAND. UPON HIS RETURN 

TO SAIGON ON THE SAME DATE. HE REPORTED TO PRESIDENT THIEU 

GfNERAL PHU'S INABILITY TO COMMAND AND SUGGESTED THAT ~ NEW 

MR-2 COMMANDER 6e APPOINTED. THE PRESIDENT HOWEVER. 

NE lTHE.~ ~EL I I:: V E.I,; NOR REPLACED PHU. 


