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Unification 

-lilt' gO'-ll of unification, one \'iemam UndtT Ih(~ Party's hanucr, hnaml: 

an ohjcnin . .' as '0011 as it hecame <l prohlem al the I ~):l-I (~e!l('q 

(;onkrellce. ~ot liberation of the SOllth, nor a re\'{)lwion in the ~oci('t\· 

there. but ullitii.. __ alion ;dolle was fhe Party's undeviating purpose ulltil it 

\\'~t~ achie\"(~d nearl\-" rwenty years later. The Party lle\'er hid this fact. (IS 

eYell ,1 casual illSPCdioll of its pronouncements and leaders' speeche .. 

tlHough the \C;II"S (l{'drl~\" demonstratC's, I n considering the \'ietn,llllesc idea of unit-ica!ioll. it is IlC{ C:-'<';,II'Y to 

di~{illgllish bc{\vt-'f'1l ethnic identification and national unit}. {"he ParlY'" 

dn\'c for unif-icatioll \\"as !lO[ in the modern political meani11g-of. say, Ital~ 

or (;enn<-lIIY ill the nilleteellth ct"'lllllry or, in another ~Cll:-'t'. the _\mt'!i­

G1Jl Ci\-i{ \\'ar. hut \\.';1.'1 ;l prelllodern expression of ethnic ,dl'lilil~, 

At some }loint. or perhap" from the \cry start, unification pass('d from 

mere Party polin' to holy crusade, from g-oallo ubscs;;iufl. COH,,,idl'f rhis 

typical passiollaft' asscnioll from ~~ ~_~hi ~~ll_ll_li,. "Eadl day the Vat her. 

land remains di~u!lilt"d, each day you (of the South) suITer, lood is 

without taste. sleep brings no rest. I solemnly promise ~OU, Ihrough your 

dClcnllinatioll. the determill;krioll of all our people. the SOlitheT"1l hmd 

will n'lurn to the bo"om I)f the fatherland."} 
'I he <tut'~lion of h(H~' exactl\' to deal \vith the South had long pLlgHCd 

the P;nt\. Failure tt) as~igJl priorilY to the Tt'g-ion in the earh" I ~):)OS 

resulted ill the Part\ ':0, inahility ttJ Setle the opportllniq otft'lt'd hy 

Frent:h withdr;nval. Later in the decade. uncertainty as ro how to 
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1 Iii HISTURY OF \ I!::TN:\~[ESF (:();'\I~IUj\:IS.\1 

pro('ccd cOlltinucd. :tllhough [h~' pictllre paill'( d h}' sOllle hislOriall'i­

the Part~' p<lssi\'t~I~' waiting lor [h~ South to coli,'pse-is inaccurate. Ttw 

Party had a clear ubjeniYe. unificatioll, and a s 1 atcg~' that \Vas d}'llillllic 

eH~Il if ullsllccessful. 

~{he Party's Sixth PlcIlum tjul\' l~Fd) restated the situation: \'ietn;1I11 

\\:as one ;lIHl Il\usr he t111:leci. The /e\'olution was proceeding in (\\"() 

stages: buddillg ~ociatism in the North. liberation in the SOllth. All 

Vietnamese. the plenuTll declared. \verc duty-bound (() aid the GlllSe in 

the SOllth. altho1igh the SOll(h should be as self-contained and self­
supporting as possible so as not to drain <l\vay vital northern resources. 

The plenum underscored the importance of monopoly Panv leadership 
to pre\'erll rise of a hreak;l\\"a~' bourgeois revolutioIlary force. 

Strategy to achicH .. ' unification varied during the lJext t(,11 years. hut 

, the fUII(L.llIlellt~ll concept remained constant. \Vhile perhaps familiar to 

mallY readers, this stratcgv is \\'orth rC\'ie\ving briefly.2 ~-la[Jv tcrms ~In..' 

used to describe it; rr,'o/Ill/(}f/fl,) INIT is the one employed here. Its esscnce 
is dall !mllil ("strugglc") of two types. The first is dau tranh 1.'1t lrang 

(";!~~cd strugglc"). and it in\'olves various militarv actions by maill-force 
and guerrilla units.:1 It pritllaril~' means praclicc or three-stage gllerrilb 

\Iiar. but alsll \'jolf'l1ct:' norlllalh' lIot associated with regular armed foru~s, 
slIch as kidnappitlg ;llld assassination. The second elernelll is d(w tmnh 

ehillll tri {"political struggle"}. It is composed of rhe three vall programs: 
dall pan ("action amoll~ the people"),. di(h ,J(W ("action among- rhe 

enemy"). and hill II uan ("anion among the military"). Collectively these 
" th ree 7.HLIl programs pillS the \ iolence programs of armco drill tmnh con­
stituted the re\'olutiollary war. Every act. every statement by ev('ry 

Communist Vietnamese, c\'cry decision from Central Committee 

to village came within the scope and framework uf t'm~-dall iT(wh. The 
doctrinal cement that held all this together is called 1d1Oi IIghia (" general 

uprising"). 
Of dlC mall\' variations of armed dOll tmnh, or COllllllullisr-sr\,1c 

warfare. two are of major concern [0 us. The hrsr is what PA \'~ 

Commander in Chief Ct~IH..'ral V~ Ngu~'ell Giap. calls rcgubr-force 
strategy or big--unit warfare. which in turn can be of mallV tvpcs bllt 
chiellv consisrs of the "independent fighring method", (the I ~H)K 'let 
oilcnsi\"(:, for example) or the "coordinated lighting method" (the 

I ~Hj;)-!)!l campaign or the Easter I ~J72 high-lcchJl()lo~~'-\\:<trbre C.JIIl­

paigll).~ The seconLi \"ariarion is protracted conflict, the so-called hlty-
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year-' .... ar thesis. It pavs Ilujor ~iltcnti()11 to and Ill;:i" I'llizes the contribu­
tion or political dall traJ/h, while regular-force ~ rategy plltS 1I10IT 

premium 011 arm(,d d(w tr(wlt. Twice over the yea' '. each uf these two 
doctrines dominated strategic cunsiderations. 

'I"he t\V() f<nms ()fdulllrnnh are seen as hammer all~t a/lvil e)1' as the [\\in 

prongs or a pincer. It is ;lol possible. under revolutionary Waf theor~', to 

he "icforious lISill,f4 only armcd dUll tTanh or only political dan tranh. 

Vict()r~' comes 111 properly combining them. Herein la~' the source of 

great doctrinal dispute. How much of the resources, particulady nun­

power, should go to the arlllcd d(w tranll pincer. how much to lhe 

political? \Vhich i~ the. all\'il, which rhe halllmer? The dispUiants took 
positions along .1 co Illill II II III , armed struggle at one end and political 

struggle at the other: how far up or dlHvn the scale was proper? 
"-luch Party poliLY making ;1I1d activity for twu decades can he titled 

into the framework or [he doctrinal search, III fact, the history of 

Vietnam frum 19:-l'l to I ~7:) is ellcompassed in the long sweep of the 

doctrinal stages desip;nt'd to ~'ield unification. There 'vere four of these. 

admitiedly an arbitrary division but necessary here for the sake of 
brevity, 

THE COURSE OF THE WAR 

The first of these four periods in the ~can'h for unification ran Iro[ll the 
1~J:j·1 (;encv;! Coni'crclI(,c (OllIe Part v's Fifteenth Plenum in late I~)~)~). 

L:nihcatioll \\";1\ sOllghr, ill eflect. hy means (If French diplomacy (lbr()~HJ 
and political struggle ill the South. rhe sen~e of the I~Fd Sixth PIeIlUIll 

cOlltained lhe hope. ;IS opposed to t.he expelt<lrioll. that the Frellch <lnd 

other participants in the..' (OIlf'CITIHt' would "implemellt" dIe agreelllent 

and bring aoout unification. !'-lealllime, political struggle pressure would 

be applied in (he South 10 help topple the shaky :\go Dillh Diem 
gOH:ornmellt. \Vhethcr the French could unify Vietnani(b['"\vaiitei:fio) IS 
questionable. but in aIlY C"ent it did not happen, 

The second period was the rc\oiutionary guerrilla war phase, frolll 

I 9S~) until late I ~){i-t, whell unificalioll was sought by means of tI mix of 

armed struggle. in the form of revolutionary guerrilla war, and poliril.al 
strllggle, through the illstl'lllTICnr oCtile ~atiollal Liberatioll Front.·1 Ite 
expectation was that the two prongs could create suffi(iem social 
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palliolog"y. allareliy. and silllple chaos to bring ( \ I\VII iiI(' Diem g:O\-CIII­

IIlcnL and h',ld L'\'t..'lltu'lll~· to a govcrnlllent amen.l )Ie to lIIlihcatioll. The 

strategy did ifldeed lear lip the South \"ietnan l "c society. It also was 
militaril~' ctlcuiv('. Bv I ~H)·! the Party conln I!ed two-thirds of tlie 

coulltry's ~,:}()O villages. The balance of anned-l-,(,lilicai struggle shifted 

to th~ JIlililtlr~' end nt" the (ollti nil II Ill. The People's Liberation Armed 
Force (PL-\F) began to strike ,\rmy,of the Republic of Vietnam (;\R\,~) 
units directl~·. seeking to eliminate ARV:,\, rescn"c battalions olle bv one. 

By February 1 ~/h:). few were left. Once all ann v's reserve battaliolls arc 

gOlle-and it Illust still defcnd its lixed installations-it is at the mercy 01 

the cnelllv. for the eIlCIll~- can mass its forces and reduce one Ilxed 

insLIIL:Hioll after another. Defeat comes piecemeal. 

February I ~)h;) thus b(xamc the moment of decisioll ror the ('nircd 

States-either to do llothing and sec Communist victory. perhaps withill 

\\-·cLks. or to heglll hdl-sc,t!e comhat with troops and air po\\'er to SlOp tht' 

Commullist drivt'. \\-hcn the Lliter fateful choice was made. it becalllt' ,I 

lle\'" W;lr and hrollght tht' Part~ face to face wilh a new eIlCIII\', 

The rhird phase emplnn:-d thL regular-force strategy and is in for­

ma!1~~dled the big-nnil phase. UnifIcation would bc achie\'ed by slugging 

it Olll. the PL.\F and P.--\ V:,,\ ~\\"ith the p.--\ V~ reluctantly assumillg ;tn 

e\'er-greater hurdLIl of comiJdl) \'t~rsus the ARV:\,. increasingt}" aided by 

the L"llitcd States and olher :lllicd forces. \Varfare became more cOllven­

tional. It w;!s a time of weapons convcrsion as both sides faced the faeL 

that te(hn()I()~\". withill a deCIde. had· virtually rcvolutionized the 

conduct of \\-;U', P.--\ \":'\ gCllcr,lls tooJ:.. over, stripping the PLAF ofils bcst 

men for P;\ \-1\ repbcclI!cnl.'i. 

rhis change of strategy W;IS ]lot a read ion to L',S. ell try; ratiler. it 

predated it.;' The switch frolll revolutionary guerrilla \ .... ar to rcgular-

"'force strategy \,"ar '-.... as a manifestation of the Politburo doctrillal di"'pute 

between. Oil the otle sidl'~ ~:er~ra~ .. ~.~i_~~,p, I.:::e OU~ll1.:.,!!.nd the big-unit war 
adn)Catcs aile!. on the olher. Truong Chin'! alld his protraclcc}...((lIdlin 

expollents. Despite PI.AF "U(~CCSs, Polithuro doubts had grown as to 

\\-'hether IT\'olutiotlary gllerrilla W;tr ever could actually delivcr \-inofY. 
Tllat it ('()ulu. (Teate massi\'(, 'iociai parhology there \ .... as 110 argliinenl. but 

soci;d disintegration of the South WJS not Ileccssaril~ the same rhillg as 

uniflc.l1iol1. Hence the belief grew that more orthudox forces were 

reqlllrcd 10 deliver the filial blo\\', Further. there was grmving Politburo 

sUSplCiOIl "bout the reliability of the app"'''tus ill the South. The 
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UlIijzrntioli Ilg 

Polilburo felt ullcomfortable with d S\"stCIlI grantillg ,) milch aU(oll()lll~' 
[u unreliahle ... ollthcI"IlCL .... \Vhl'll tilt: end came-, I d it was "iecn ,IS 

cOllling; sooll-Ihe P;lrly III t'a II I In han' on the scent I cOlllpletely 1m ,II 
miiilar.v force to en . .,lIr(' that the \\'ar was lIot WOIl, I It! !he pea<..:c [pst, 

through SOTlle last-mill ute settlerncIH that would (as iI. I ! .. Fd) betray the 
cause of ~lIliJicari()ll. 

The tempo 01 ' .... arlare rose steadi!r, then climaxed with the 19hK Tet 
offcllsi\-e. which extracted 'illch a toll from PLAF units that it hcc<1l1w 

ph~'sically impos'iible any longer 10 pursue regular-force straregy. Bill 

the campaign iJ;ld produced ;111 impressive victory ill the name of 
political slrug-glc: it had brought dowll the president or the L'nited 

Slales hv \vay of Lyndon .follllsnn's decisioll Ilot to seek reelection. 
General (;l~~p alld l.eDuan. \\"110 h:.ld'mastenllilldcd the campaign out ot 
faith in armed . .,trugglc: expericilced bitter defeat while irolliGtily 

proving ,\'hat their doctrinal opponcnts had insistcd all along. that 

vinory could only be \\'011 through proper use or political struggle tactics. 
The latter cOlltinued to he \'indicatl'd. for the fact is that the Americal1 

army never lost a single important hattlc during its eight ye:lrs ill 
\·ietnam. rhc I1.lftlre of Ihe \val' was ,uch, however, that \\'illnillg haule:-. 

did not deli\'er \'ictory; it only blllllted the armed struggle prong. 

The fourth and hnal period, the talk-light p'eriod, ran frolll 191iH to 
the end of the war ill the spring of I ~)7,). It ' .... as a complex mix of armed 
aIlo political struggle and iJl\'{)lvcd these anions: 

* Rellewcd military activitv in the South on a selectiye basi:;. ProtraClcd 

('ollllict. after s('\-eral vears of di.\IISC, :Igain '\'<1S expounded 10 cadre..;: 

victor~' \voldd come if the enemy cOlild he outlasted, oUlwaited. f)l1t­
endured. The southern hlilidlip ,\'ould cOlltinue. 1i 

* Seeking 0(' external Sllpport and aid from socialiST and other nations 

and ellcouraging anti,v;u ITlO\'emellts in the UJlited States and around 
the world. 

* StJging military ollcllSiH'S ill \'ietllarn geared to U.S. politics. AlIlhrcc 

1IJ~~j()r campaign" of !lie war \\cre ill advance of U.S. presidential e1ec­
tiolls: the Tel otfensi,e in the sprillg of I ~H)K, the Easter offensi\'c in 

tht' spring of I 97~, .. lIld (as originally planned) the uffensi,'c of .\pring 

1971;, 

* ;\Ild, JI10~t illlp()nanti~·, 1l1;llIcu\('ring III Palis at the tal!....). 
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121J HrSTOR\' ( I VIE rNAMESE CO~I.\fL'NISM 

The Part\' (aIld !)J{\") ;Ulitlldc tm\"ard II(",!' tiations follo\.,.Td a straigllL 

unbroken line frofll tilt; st:ut of the war. Ne~ 1 liatioll is a technique. not;l 

method of cOllI lin resolwlolI: it is to Ile cwed solelv Oil a fauical­

strategic COlltillll 1I 111.7 fl (oliid be tand was) I ~ xllo adV;tll(C the callse. to 

disrufJl the clJcmv's intt'rllai scene. to rnislc I I enemy leaders. to di\idc 
the ellemy call1p. DR \'/ P:lrt\' lIegotiators nc\, ." regarded Ilcgolial iOIl as a 

process o/" cOillprolllise. of give-and-take dealing. Nor was there e\cr any 
S(~IlS(' of obligari()tl to an agreement once reached. The Paris :\14ree­

mell(~;I(:tuJ.1Jy a Lcase fire arrangement. lIot a political settleIJIent­
hOllnd the Vietnamese Communists to conditions that. if they had been 
fulfilled. would ha\"e dCSlroved the Party in the South and ruilled all 

chance of IIJlilicalion.~ tillt commitment to the agreement never \\'as the 

intentioll, a~ candid r()SI\\"~H writings by tup Part), offlcials admit, much 
to the embarLl,\,Slllcllt of their foreign apoligists.!I 

Incre:tsl'd presstlres-int('rll~ll difficulties as ,\'el! as the renew('d and 
intcnsihcd L:,S, bombing campaigll--combined in late I ~)72 to force a 

chall~c ill Polithuro docn-inal haiallce. This permitted DRV negoti;llors 
in Paris to separate military from political aspects in a.settlement ;Ifld to 

drop the requireillellt that the political future of South Vietnalll be 
1I1~:..~cd Ollt before a (case-tire was effected. Once that separatiol1 \Vas 
made. lhe rest of the ncgotiJ.tioIls folkl\\'ed na[Urally. An ;]greement was 

announccd Oil JarIllarv:! L I ~17:L Esselltially, it was a cease-rlre arrange­
merit tilal permitter! withdraw;d of U.S. military forces frolll \'ielnam, 

Since the goal of ImiJlC<ltioll had not been ahandoned, it was ek<tr trolll 

the stan of rhe ceasl'-lin~ that the ~orth did lIot intend to leaw' South 
Vietnam alone. Supplies continlled to fh)\\- to the South, along with 

personllel. The poliricd strll~gle continued unabated. Preparations \\"erl' 
made for allot her all-out 1Ililitary campaign sometime ill 197/1. ;\fc;}ll­

time, attentioll turned to improYing the Party"s interrldl condition. 

THE PARTY IN THE SOUTH 

The Party apparat in the South originally was an integral part firs! of the 
lep and thcll or the Ibng LlO Dong. It assumed a somcwhat SCp,ILl!e 

staWs ahl'r I~Fd as thl' SOllthern Branch. and thell inJanuary I~)j;~ rhe 

i hranch officially ws convened illW the Peo )Ie's Ren)lulionary f'<lrfy 

(Dallg :\han Dan each .\Iang>. or PRP. After victory the PRP qlliet Y -
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dinl, ()ifiri~lll\" so with the creatiol\ of the VieLI 1m Communist Party III 
December 1976. .. 

.-\ hrief rccapilliLtlioll of Ihe P,lrty'S top Ic,~,!ers"ir ill liJe Sf)lIlh I>; 

tI'ictul at (iIi" poillt. III llie c;rriv ~.'ears leader..,l] p was fraglllented ;IIHI 

aIJIorl)holls hecause of rhe strug(T1e with the 'j"]otskyists and no sirwle , ,~ " n 
figllh> cmcrgt·d. III the late 1~):3()s \'guycn Van Tao tk\'c1oped ilHo all 

important hgure: l>rcscllt also wcr'eJ~uon-g T~-acll \Iai, :\'guH'1l \';iTl 

~'guyell. 0:guycn Van Kill/J, and :\gl~"'~;;-:rhT-\I~ Kh,~'l;"-;~~ 
i~lport;;lll.- but the·i~- ~'x~J("'tst<ltllS ll<i;' ne\"er '1ee~~bllshCd. Their 

casualty ratc was high: oilly Tao and Kinh survived (LiJ(' fonner. IIIlIch 

later. In becollle a ITlemher of the .\'ational Asst'mbly Reunificatioll 

COl1lmittee and the latcr DR.\' ambassador to i\loscow). i\lai ,liId \:gtl~TIl 

are helievcd to haH' been killcd in the 19:Ws. For a period ,\lISS hhai 
emerged as the leading official il) the South. acr.iug as :",:am Bo CClltral 

Committee secretary general. bUI 'vas arresled in I ~HO ;md died in 

prison during \\'orld \\'ar Ilo • IeI' place was taken by Nguyen Vall Tran 

until the formation of the DR \', when he \vent North--;;~~Tb~(~all1c ~~i~~';;­
in gove rlllllen tal eCOI1OIl1 ie anu bier foreign affairs. I!:~ ~~_~~ anu I hcn 
Le ,OtiC rho were ranking" oflicials in the SOl/th during the \'ict \lll1h 

\\.:'~~~·;~IllIlledi~Hc pl;<;twar period there \Vas no c1e:lrly first-ranked 

Party official in the SOIiI h. In 19:)~1 (possibly as early as I ~L:; 7) Hu:'uh \' an 

Ta~l2. appeared as N~lln Bo Central Committee secrclary gcn-;;J-:li IlrliIT f~~ 
\Vas exiled ahro;ld in a diplomatic assignment ill 1!J1) I and his place takcll 

by Tran :'\'alll Trung-, If"Tran .'\'am Trung is a position, not all inrii\'idu,t! 

(as SOIrle-:'l-f~lT!-:-st's' heTI(>n'). Ihen the leadership may ha\'c been in the hands 

'of ~~:':'~!2 Yi,~~~ Li!.!.!1 (alias ~gu\"ell \'an Cue, ~I uoi Cue. ).r ~JOi Ut) or P0<i­
:sibly Pharn V;rn l);lIlg {ali;]s :\gUYCll Van Dang, Phalli Xuall ;n;ai. I-fai -, ~ - ., . ,-- ~."'''' , .' ,'.- .. 
'Yan), In ~lIIy CH'IH, Tran :\;llll 1 nlflg was replaced by LlIlh (as Cue) III 

: ~jti..t. Later. \VhCll P~lrty aflairs were upgraded, (~encral :'\gu\'en Chi. 
Thallh i\'as riisp;uchcd to the South 10 lake control. \Vhen he '\:<15 killed 

:ror di~d) ill 1967 he was replaced by Pharn Hung, \ .... ho remained rill' 
, -, 
IC;lding PariV offici;ti ill the South throughout the remainder of the war 

;and into rhe postlvar period. 

In lep days (up to I ~I:)O), the division in Vietnam was (hree-wa\~ 

'Tonkin, ;\lIl1alll. and Cuchill Chilla~not ~orth-S{)uth, lep Interzone 

FivC'. or Trullg Bo. extended from Tonkin as far south as ;'\inh lillian 

pro\"lllcc; 'iotIlh or it \vas lIl1erZOrlc Six. Cochill Chilla or Naill Bo, 

including ;111 of" the \h.'kollg Delta, The central c.:olllmiucc of l'<lch 
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I interlollt' reported directly to the Partv Secretall. t. \Vhell the Lao Dong 
Pall! \\/41<'; cn'<llcd in 1~61. [he t,\'O illterzoncs IT I ained hut \~'eIT plan·d 
ullder the newl~' creatcd ,\.'HHllherll Branch CClllral Committee, or the 
Truong Long Cue 7\liell :\aIll d~entLll 6ilI. ( for SOIllIi'\'il'tll;tm, 

sOJ1lt~times translated as (:cTltrai Bureau or lJ.Jreltorate). a SIX-fIlall 

COlllmittee hc;u.kd b\ !'c f)U<ln and indllding I.e DlH: I ho. ". . " .. -- -- - ~ ...... 
Arter the \'jet :\Iinh \\'ar the Celltral OUice was abolishcrl and the 

Southern Bralldl becallle ;1 trunt,lIed illterzone (essentiall~' what ollce 
!had been Intcrzollc Six). This was the time ofrcgroupmcnt, \vhen mOll' 

than HU,()OO Party rnemhel'S (lTld others went North, with a consequent 
drop in Southern Brallch Pany membership.11l Until the arrival of 
northerners III strcngth in I q6:1. the Southern Branch consisted or those 
few origill~d members ,,,,ho remained (probably around I ,~),O()()), plus 

regroupecs (IS thc\' hegan 10 retllrn after 19:)~)!' and selected northerll 
cadres on ~J(llIli!lis(ra(l\'e :lnd lrainlllg duties. The twenty-one-person 

Southern BralH:h t :cnrral COlllmittce essentially was a liaison group 
performing slIdI speci,d administrative duties as wcre neccs.",lry hc.:G.luSC 

of prohlems due to .~COgLlpll\ alld security . 
. \17"cr till' Fifteenth PlellUlll (I ~I:--)~)) and the Third l'any COllgrc<;~ 

(J ~)60). much changed 111 the South. Basic strategy to aclllc\,(' UnlhCaflOIl 

was altered. ;-\ ne'"," united front. the National Liberation Front t:\ L1.), 
was orgalli;:ed in Decemher I ~lht) .. -\ new Central Office-and Central 
COlTlmittce struclUrc-was created to assume overall authority of Party 

al"lairs in the South. In January 1 ~)62 the PRP was formed. 

Th~called itself the :\Iarxist-Lellinist Party of South Vietnam. the 
principal Il1t'JllIKT of the ~atiollal Liberation Front, the vanguard of lile 

st ruggle agai !lst Die fll. the soul of the ~ LF, the engine of t he r('\,olut io 11. II 
" claimed to he communist but dissembled on its connection with the Lao 

DOllg, llsually des<..rihillg it as a fraternal relationship. In Ltet. it was a 
straight("or\\'anl continuatioll of the Southern Branch. It used the same 

! liaison net and chaIlnt.'is of cOlllIllunication, employed the same chain of 

. commalld. 
In 10h:~ a Ile\\/ Party elemcnt 'vas created ill 1·lallni called tile 

.("JJJlllittPc lor S!lprn'jsiop of the South. Its duties included adllllllistra­

tiOll of PRP affairs. It was headed hy Le Duc Tho alld included :\g!lycn 

Vall Vinll chairman of the DR\' .... ;\,'ilfjpnal "Assembly Retlnii;c:ttlo;1 
~... ~ ~ 

C< '1Il1ll it tee. 
r 

Chairman of the PRJ' Central Committee was \'0 Chi COl1g.l~ Ilu)'llh ----
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Yall Talll was secretary gClll'r~d. Later TalI! \vent I) Algeria as the ~LF 
repre~~lltative, and his place was taken by }'r~ll) N'lInTrung.l:l Tile 
Central Ot"Jiu' at this tillle was Iwing run b>' \KU' "n ·\'tl~~·l.i~ltl·, ~~'11O, as 
lIoted earlier, had acted ;lS secret;ll";': of the SOUl I ern Branch prior to 
I q!)--t. ,\Vhen the \\'ar enlarged dno higher Party rat.k was required. Lillh 
v,'as "lIpcrsedcd bv a J.\)/ithllI"O member. Ceneral ~·~~Ie~l Chi. Than~~. 
and Linh be( ame his prlncipdl depury. \Vhen Thanh died (or was killed 
in an air raid) in lI1id-I~I!)7, he was replaced by Pham Hung. Lillh swycd 
on as one of HUllg's three ranking- deputies. Th;;ther i\~ were Gelleral 
Trail \·all_ I'Ll (alias Tu Chi) ~IS the principal deptH\" for militarv affairs 
(~l~'i"i;~~c;' ';~'preseJlt;III\:(, Oil the Joillt 1\1ilitary COllllllission eSl~lblislIl'd 
under thl' Paris Agreemcnt and stIli later dllet of the I\lilitary .\Ianage­
ment COlllmittee that ran Ihe postwar militar!· occlIp7'tllt>1l Of Solitt,. 
V\dhand. and Pham Yall o.wg. thl' prillcipal political deputy acting ;15 
the liaisoll <lg~t--wilh the :\I~F ~lIld miler mass organizations ill the 
Soulh. Linh. as the third principal deputy, handled Party affairs. 

The relatiollship of lhe PRP hierarchy to the Central Office has lIe\er 
heell fullv estahlished hy allalysts. although ir \ .... as clear that aftt'r I ~)f):) 
man v Party functilHls were as<';lltlled hy the C:clltral Office. It is pO'isiblc 

: that the chairmanship ofrhe PRJ> passed from \'~? C~i_C~-!!!Jito:!',:m Nam 
Trung eyen as the positioll diminished in importance. It also appe~rs 

[]l;~t "Uuynh rail Phat Ill;l\" have headed the PRP or even heell the 
rallkir~""'-; Party official ill" the SOUlh for a brief period. bet\\"Ccn the 
tcnures of Trail :'\J.Ill rrung and Nguyen' Chi fhanh. -. - ~ -. _.' .,,",. --.~ .. 

Importallt Pan~' figures ill tlte South durillg the war years included: 

* Ph;un HUII.~. rhe Pniiri>uro ligure so IOllg missing from the Halloi 
scene. fie \\';is P;II··t~ senelar\' ill the South ill the later years of the \\"ar: 
he also ser\"t~d as PL\F political uHIlmissar. 

* l\gllH'1l \'all LiJlh (variolls aliases), the Party's chi(.'f official in Ihe 
South ill rile--'lIlrlal years of the war. Born in the South (l~)l:~) III 
northern parents, Lillh \ .... as raised ill the l\-fekong Delta. I-Ie beg:t11 hi., 
IT\-olutioJlary carcer in the mid-19:>Os; supposedly he \ .... <1S a protege of 
Lc OU,lIl ill the \'ict 1\-lillli \\"ar period. 

* rran :'\,1111 Trllng (whalt'\cr his true name). the early PRJ' secrctan 
gL'!lc;'ai -~-IIl(II)ro\"lsJ()Il;)1 Rl'vuiUlionary GO\'ernment (PIH~) ddell..,e 
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minister. Someone hC<lrillg this nam(' emerg' t after victory <llld was 
treated puhlicly in a \\:av ilidit-atillg that he , ' s a high-rankitlg- Pan" 
figure. 

" \·0 (:hi (;oog (h. I~) J~. (lliallg \:alll pro"ince) he durable old .-\lldslas 
~1~k()~:;l;'l 'oT-the P;lrt~. He was the initial IJRP Ccmral Committee 
chan man ~lIld later the ranking Party offIcial in the ZOl1e Fi\<.· 
(southern central SOllth \'ictnaIll) Party organization. 

* Pharo Van Dang (various aliases) (b. 191/, Vinh Long provillt'cl. 
(;le'of'rhe'~:~';:T; founders oJ'lhe \'LF; chicforgallizer for the Panv 
and from orgalli/atiolls. iIlcluding the all-important \\-'orkers Libera­
tion ;\ss(wiation. 

.... 
* ~~I~'('ll \.'an, fl.(!, (b. 1917), a southerner , ... ho managed the Party's 

!luanu;]! and hscal atLllrs ill the Suuth during the 'var; postwar 
secrctan of the Parr~' org":1niz;tlioTl ill Ho Chi ~IiIlh City (as Saigon was 
renamed). Ill' ',;as .! pparcndy all impurtant Party figure. 

* Huvnh .r~lIl. Phat (h. IUI~, '\fy Thu province), initially the chicI' Panv 
t!.;.~r('til:iaJl i,~-ilu. South. Ht' was Party chief for rhe Saigon-Cia Dillh 
Speci;t1l.olle, secretarv l..{cneral of the J'\LF, president of rhe PRe, and 
Ialer chairman of the pustwar PRe 'Council of ~Iillisters. As Pan\" 
official, he has apparent!)· laued somch'hat in importance in re(efl( 
years. 

,* j\~lIycn lIuuTho(h. 1~)I().Chololl),ch!J.irrnanoflheJ',;LFandlaterthe 
1RC' (aild-~iiiJf~('r ()1It' of the 1\,.'0 national vice pJcsidents elected hv 
theJullc J~)7() :\a(Jollal.\sst'1l1bly). Best known of the southerners. he 
was regarded illort' ,tS .t polItical froiH than <-IS a persoll or aut horny. 

" * -llnee gellerals ,;tI.-;o emerged Irolll ()b~curity after \"ictOf')'; ~[rall \'an 
Tra (noted .J.ho\'c); Le Call Chan, PLAF deputy chief of stair (101' 
-;)p~r-;,ltiolls); and Dong \" dll (~~!~J)I.AF deputy (flief of sLd"L(political 
comillissar). 

* Finally, Eruollg C(~J.~ .. (·IWdll. PILllll \'all Co, I Io,lIlg SOil, alld Trail 
Van Bini! are other IJKP-..... jigl~re; -ab~·~a ... ~~~horn li-ule- is kIlO~Il.lr ~. 

The app<lral built in the South repeated Ilorthern experience and 
paralleled norrhern orgallil"tllioll, the bfllili~lr troika. 

The nrst was the social-based mass orgalli.latioll • .J. loJleuloll 01 
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variolls functional ~()cial !IH)\"!:'IlH:lJlS, mainly tl t variolls liberation 
associ:uiolls (Ll1l1lcrs. \\'OIlH.'Il. youlh. workers, stt t 'ellts. alld culLura!). 
which gre:lliy facilitated (,Hire cfl(Jrr~ to Illobilil' the villagers alld 

harness alld control their (,l1ergies. l"hese social "'g;ulIzaliolls \vere a 

fishnet ,dropped ovcr the \·i!lager. t()lall~' enmeshing him, This resulted 

in a system th.ll moniwJ"cd all \'i!lttgc i.lrtivity. produced increased jnod 

yields. rocHed ow hostile \'illa,~crs, and provickd village militia amI 
recruits for the PLAF. It also offered ccnain psychic satisfactions. such 
as a sense of participatioll in \'illage decision making. 

The secolld \vas the qu:\si-govt'rnmcntal apparatus. The administra­
tive element \\.:as the rt'\"()llltiollary commiltee (or rev-com), collectively 
known as the IT\'ollilionary administratioll. It existed mainl~' at fhe 

vilLlgc aIld district Icn'ls and \\"as respollsible 'for management of the 
liheration associatiolls. It was the instrument , .... ith which the Pan~' 
governed. Far above it was (he Provisiollal RC\'olutionary Covernmellt, 

which was not a goverlllllellt, but a cabinet with a small staff. There \Vas 

flO go\'crnmcJltal ",lru({LJI"L' betwcell the sevcral dozen persons llIaking 

up the P"U~ ,llld the spra\',.·ling rC\'-colllS of the liberated area. The two 
entities existed virtuallv independelltly of each other. \vit.h the Pany 
contributillg \\'hatcvcr liaisoll \\';15 Ilecessary. 

The third eiCIJIL'1H W,I'; the Party ..,tructure. (or most of the war called 

the Pen )1("5 Revoilltion;u \. Partv, Organizatiollally. it was similar to I he 

structure III (H'. orth. (;cogr:'I) llcally. the South \vas divided illl<> three 

sectiolls: Tnlllg Bo Illter/olle Fin'. the noi·thern part of Somh \'iel­
!lam; :\am Bo IlltcrzollL'. the ,lre;1 to the south including the ~Ickollg 
Delta: and the Saigon -Gia DiJlh Special Zoue. 

PRJ' ChairlJlall \'0 (:hi Cong ,1l1d Secretan Ceneral Tran .'..am rrullg -_ .. - ,._---_ .. _ ... _ ... ~ 
largely divided overall sllpcn'isioll hetween them ill the early days, Cung 
heillg responsihle lor org;ulil.ation builrling. recruitment, the pro..,clytillg 

prog-ram. and <Igitprop ;!lId illd()t.trill~l[i()llal work, and Trung handling 

military afLlirs of the PL\F and liaison with the PAVN. Gradllall~', as the 
p:\ \.:\ took 011 the hurden o! comh:lt, Pham I-lung and the CClltr~tI ____ .. _._, __ ....!i 

Ofhre apparatus assullIed dirl'ction of military affairs. Throughout the 
\var the PA \'\' chain of cOIIHlund was directly to I L.ulOi and did not go 

through the PRP system or C\'en h;.l\"e much to do with it lJl'yolld nominal 
liaisoll , 

The Parry Cen!ral OffJce III the South was divided iIlIO the sLlIl(Lird 
seniolls: orgallil.atioll. eUlIlolllic-hnancial, agitprop, frunt organi/_atloll 
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relations, ill te II igCllU:-COllTlt eri ntcll igencc. (Ollllil un iC:ltiorJs, COni 1'01, .l nd 
so (1). The echelon hdo\\- the CcnlLd (:om:1 IHee was the pro\'ince 
central cOlllmittee {tll/h hoI or city cemral cOInllli'lee (thal/h /Jo). 1Il;!llag'cd 
b~ a three-man secrelari.1I (chairman. Se(TC1,,'ry. <lssislallt SC( rctary) 
interested chidl\" jJl as"lInng coherellt activil\ below it. ·rhe distriCT 
le\'d-the distrin ceillral cOlllmiuee (qIlOIl) 01- town or portioll (It a cit: 
t/dlll ph()~was the niain i':n-n· operating element in the Sollth and, unlil 
I ~H-}.f, the lowest operating level. I t 'vas responsible for all Party activity i It 
its area and had considerahle latitude in its operatiolls. After I~H).f. the 
apparatLis \-vas extended to tile village (X(I) or street zone (khu /)11.0). ~lIld this 
became the first echelon of Party work at the agency level. that is. in 

; \·illages, schools, rubher plantations. factories, and the like. l!ndcr it were i three to a dozen hranches. dll ho, although day-to-day leadership usuallv 
was in the hands of a single full-time Party leader. The basic Parly Ulli[, 
the (hi bo. was composed oronc tosc"ell three-wan cells. It was the Party's 
"link with rhe masses." 

A \'icillalllesc seeking tllcmhership in the ~had to be sponsored by 
two Pany memiJers. l'lllike the Pany ill the :\orth, a potential memhcr 
C01~~ he nOllprolcr.uian: bylaws stiplilated that he be a "worker, 
middle-cLlss pCasaIlLjJf'tilf) h(Jlugpoise, srodelll. intell-t:ctual. i'tIontagnard. 
or lan ARY:\·j deserter." Aoualiy. the chid rC4uircIncnt \Vas that lilt.' 
individual ;Jcti,'e!v support tlte cause alld possess a good record ill thi'i 
respect. Ilis spoll~()rs werc rc-;ponsible for both his indocrrllldtioil and 
his beha\'jor during the probationary period, which lasted from fuur to 
six llIoIlrhs depending Oil his ,(}cial class. 

rhe task of the I';lrt: III the South was threeJdd: to ensure the 
selurity of tht.' callst.'. to help fUlld il. and to deYe/op a broad ([nd 
elleni\'(' ba .... c of support I'm it. The lirst of these, what luosely ({wid fJe 

... called intcrll;t/ securit\'. SOllghl to elimillate all potcntiaJl~ hostile ('Ie-
1l}(.'JHS froJll the villaL;c. This \vas both a negative and positiw'. effort­
inducing support. where possible. through social organization; com­
mallding it ru'-hiessl~'. if necessary, when persuasive methods failed. 

fhe seeol)(i activily-fill:lllce-was based Oil the assulllptiOlI th;lt tIle 
effiJrt in the Soudl sholiid IH' as self-supporting as possible. Caun-" carne 
to the vill;IJ_~'l'. not ill the spirit of what thc Party would do lor the 
villagers, but wh,lt the \·illagcrs could du fur the revolution. SOlllC oj Ihe 
effort invol\'co sqw'cJ:ing from I he ,·illage what was considered "eco­
nomic surpllls," bllt lI~lI<1J1~· it ceJltered on cadre dforts to illt rca,"Ic 
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a,t;riculturai productioll ~o that the cause would L'E_ 'lefit without undue 
slItfcl ing by the \'illagers. 

The third ;lrHIIII;~j()r Part\' .lcti\'ily was in the dOl 1 lin ht,tw('clI intC'rnal 
SCCllt'ity and ecollomic slIpport. It \vas what the I', ny cailed "buildin,!.{ 
uniform I"t..'\'oilltiollary thollgilt and feclit1g amo!l~J _he masses." Out of 
the org'allll.<Itioll illiposed 011 tile \'illagc came rnobilil.:ltioll. \\'ith rhe 
proper effons by the' Part~', out of the mobilil:atioll would come 
Ill(Hi\';!tioll, Combined. this became the trinity: organi/(llion, lIIouilila­
lion, motivation, I f [here 'vas a secret weapon in the Vietnam \\'ar, this ,vas it. 

WARTIME PARTY IN THE NORTH 

The \var years ill (he .'\onh \ .... lTe remarkably ullc\'(.'lllful considering [he 
enormity of the situa(iol1 !,;tced arid the tremendous strain placed on the 
soC/ctv. Pany history from 1 ~)I)() to 1 Q75, ill fact. is largely a record oi 
en~lIls that did 1/ot happen. The war \vas not lost. There \verc 110 internal 
tJphetl\-als; uo hloody struggle for !)()\\'cr foll()\\'Cd Ho Chi ~lillh's dcadl; 
no Party purges \vere required. :\"cirher particip;:tI,t--i~~-' th'~ Sil~~So\'iet 
dispute attemp(ed to JOfce a showdowll in Hanoi. 0:0 Party congre ........ es 
wcre hcld: C\'CIl few plcnary se'lsions of (he Ct'IHral COlllmittee reported. 
This is not to say the war years were placirl-it \'~-'as a highl.'t-, d~-Ilalllic 
period-but there \ras a lll.Jrkcd Iilck of that development ~choLJrs cdl 
the historic;]l conjullcture, ,,,hleh makes up so much of written hi~tory. 

The Party dearly was the leader ill the war effort. To the Pany goes 
credit for "ictol'\". It 'vas able, in [ell years of all-out strllggle. (0 hOlle 
COllllllllllislll to perfection. both dS creed and mechanism. Tht' crced 
became n<Jtiollal salLliioll, sa\'illg tlte cO!liltr~- through proper appliLl­
tion or ,\IarxiSIll-Lenini';IIJ. r1w mechanism was the control of c'·enls, 
estahlished b~' ;1 comp;lct leadership .tnd maintained by a corps flf 
expericnced rc \ olu tioll<l rJt'~. 

Credit for victory withill the Pany goes to the leadership. thtlt is, to the 
Politburo and (he operatiollal code it dcvcloped. There arc two elelllellts 
to he kept ill mind in judging the leadership. First, rule \va~, b!' dc..,ign .. 1 
S~'S(t'1li of colleoj\"(· leadership. Second. each memher of the Po!Jtuuro 
drew his politil'al power frolll a consti(uellcy within the society, Collecti\(~ 
le~ldership was establi::.hed at the rime of Ho Chi :\lillh's death, ill 
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St'ptembtT I ~l(i:J. III praCli{ e il created Ihe Ull\\ 1 ttell rule that ""hill' a 

decision that \\';L'; IlIghl~ ()hjectionable to some 1114 mlwr could be taken, 

Ilo dc( ISIOll cotlld he a rotal anarhema to ,my Pvli! ) Iro member. Lc Dll<ln 

became the first alll()Jl~ equals (or possibly c\'cn I he eminent n~~Jlbe'f:~ 
but h~ did not, nor could he. Impose decisions tlul rode roughshod oyer 

the wishes 01 his (ollc;})!;uc..,. flIe arrangement was [Jor exanl~' republi­

can, but it did represent COtl ... tiIUf'llCY power hases within the <;()cierY. 

(~ral ~:~~:l~: for example. had the armed forces as his <.:onslituellcy, Le 
Duan (he Party, Premier Pluill \'an Dong the bureaucracy, f'rall QUIlC 

Tloall the secret police. Truong Chilih"dl(;-mass movcments Slid} ;Js"t1ie 
fatllcrlalld Front. and S(~ 011. Each rail his cOllstituency, bur it, at the 

same time. dictated til(' leader's actions; each constituency ill effect 

be<.:ame a politICal arell<I. 

'I'ltis arr;\Il.~enlt'nt \\'01 ked where it did not work cisewhcrc-----(.'ollsider 

the failure or tlte troika experirnclH in i\foscow in the same era-for 

seyeral peculiar reasonS. First was the influence of the "old boy" net\\'ork. 

The !lIcn of the Polibllro had kllmvn and workccl with eadl other for 

mosl ()f their li\'es. and ;111 h\ now were pa~t the half-cefHury l11ark. rhere 

is crn17'tmolls IIl1it~· ill <;lIch long associations, even LlIO<;e lIlarked b~' 

i ancient arguments aIld iong-QaJ1ding philosophical or operational dif­

fercllces ot opinion; Conlllu;lIls call it the unity of opposites. Second, 
there were Ill) . ..,Irong pCI',<,()[ulitics <lTTJOng the cleven (originally thiltcell) 

Politburo Illcmbers. J 10 (.hi \Jinh was the only suprcml~ egotist; some 

would say he had cli;;;ili~i-[(-'rT~Jitht' other strong- egos over the \"cars. 

Thus. there was 1101 [he uSllal preulIldirioIl for a power struggle-two or 

three alllhitiolls. str()IH!,h ~clr-()rJcJlteJ cOlHenders. Third. there \\'a<;. ill 

etlect, the discollragClJll'lH ot the SiIU;lIiull. The war pressed ill. making 

any sort of p()\-.:er grah, \\'l1i(h might trigger all interllecine fIghl. 

extremely d,lllgerolis c\'t'll if personally sucCl~ssflll. Fillall~, no 0pp0rtun­

itv \\'<}s cre;ned hy the Cil,lIl,l!;f' of leadership. It is ill time of political 

transition, \\'hell pO\\"(.'r rno\c~ from onc illdiddual to another 01 fro III 

Ollt' generation to thc IH~Xl, that the dangerous moment comes, pani( u­

larly in a tota!ildriall 'iocic[\'. In the case of the LlO Dong Pan~' there \\a.<. 

no transition. Saye for rhe ,,\'0 cLtilllcd In' death. the leadership 01 Iq,-)iI 

\Vas also the leaderslllJJ or 1 ~17:-). I lo's death \, .. hi<.:h could ha\c prc( ipi­

cued such a (bngcrolls 1l10fllClll, was dc\'.erly handled by the Politillllo 

elc\"en. The\-' decided, unallimollslv, not to repLtce him, to go Oil exar II) 

as before. Ho would n"flIain, 111 spirtl if nor in body. tht' onl\' persotldlin 
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As a cult, he pro\"t::d mon-' Il ... elul dcad thall alivc_ ~ I 'h effon to fOlcsrali 
power grabs \\-<1S tried 1ll;!i1~- linK's elsewhere and fa'!, -d, bllt it worked for 
the Dang [.ao DOllg_ 

At the Polirhuro Incl durillg the 'val", three III I nr issues ~lrosc Ihal 
call ioo~cly ht· ICI'Tllcd factional di,"'putes, although IL was more a case ot 

agreeing to disdgrec. 
The first was over proper strategy to achicve unification. This ,vas 

',discussed abo\-e: agreement that "icrory would curne through combilla­
:tioll of armed and political struggle, but ,,,'hat combination? 

The second involved allocation of resources between the war ill the 
'South and Ilation building ill the ",orth; it largely concerned manpower. 

Actual decisions on allocation took on surge, or pendulum, characfer­
'istics. Heavy shipJllcn(~ down the Ho Chi .\Iinh trail for several months 

would he followed by a period of relatively sparse supply. then by 
'another intensi\'e huildup. There was a low correlation to offcllsi\'es in 

,the South. Clearly, allocation of supplies was a manifestatioll of lhe 
:collccti\-e leadership principle ill anioll. 

The third issue was over the proper handling or internal socio­

political prohlems-\"'ar weariJless, mismanagement of industrial pro­
duction, self-,lggrandiICrTIt'llt hy Part\' cadres. corruplion, juvenile dc­
litlqllcllc~'-sllmilled IIp ;IS the so-called problem of the quality of 
socialist life. Should the uplifling of society he auempted b~' emulation 
campaigns, moral exhortation. stimulating revolutionary ethics-that is. 
essewially ;\laoist Illealls? Or should it be done by pral-:,'TlIatic appeals and 

incentives and by retllO\-illg some of the strains on the society through 
lesselJed demands of war? 

:\'onc 0(" lilt' three e\"(~r was salisLldorily solved during the war, but an 
agret'ment that all Politburo memhers could accept \ .... as maintained and 
the disputes thus kept within limits. 

Dliring (he '''';;ir years the Party COlltillllcd to criticize the qll<lli'~- of 
Panv memhers illld cadres in what hecame somcthillg or .111 in:-.titu­
tion;tli!cd harallgue; the fllO'lt frequent criticisms were for poor Party 
organiLatioll. poor illternal Party discipline, and lack of rc\'oitllionary 

fighting spirit. \\'hile cOlllirlll;t1 weeding out of hundreds, pt'rhaps 
thollsands, of lJIemhcrs (Olltirlllcd, there were no rnassi\'(~ pLlrgc~ ill the 

sellse that term lIsually conllotes. no ridding the Party of the treacherous 
or the disloyal hy mean>.; of the lIsual firing squacl. Figures Oil Pany 
strength varied. I" .. \pril I~H):) the Party said it numbercd HOO.llOO (-1.·1 
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percent of the populatioll\. while ill April of th . following year ~H() Chi, 

;\111111_.,101<1 ,t \'isilol" the {igun' \Vas 7fiO,nO(). By 1.00, with a population 
eSlimated at '21.~ millioll. Party ",trcngth was C·I Imaled at I million; in 

1~)7:), \Vilh" p()pulatioll or nearly:2:; million. <I: 1.2 million. 

D'uring the war ~·('ars. tiS support demands increased and social 

problems lTluitipiic<L the Party Illo\"(;d dt'eper into the day-t()-d~IY sU(e 
managemeIlt or affairs. This was particularly tfue ill the commulles and 

in ccollomic-fi.scal managcll1ent. To counter ad\'(~rse efrects of Liw war. 
P;lrty control.;; in tile f'fOIH)Illic and social sectors wefe increa..,cd through 

a series of Part\" direui\Ts issued in the mid-l ~)60s. Morc and more 

activity in local gOH'Tnlllt.'llt ;llld ill the armed forces p;lssed to direct 
Party cOlltro\. Security mf'asures. the struggle against the ever-presclit 
cOlintelTe\"()llIti()ll~lI"Y. \ef\ nearh' hecame a P;trty lllotlopolv. National 

Assembly 'lrti\"ity continued. including peliodic elections. Candidatl's 

\\:ere nominated and c;Imp<ligllcd through the Fatherland Frollt a1'­
p;lratus hut 'vere not. of courllC, competitive Of' partisan. Political activity 

was regarded as;! lIle;IIlS of Illohilif.ing the population (and soaking lip 
p(l:~~ll energies), not (1'\ a means of expressing the public will. ..\1\ ill ali, 

the system hung together remarkably-enduring the air strikes, ..,IIHer­

illg ghastly casualties in the South. managing through enormous eco­

nomic deprivatioll-credit [or ,vhirh. again. goes largely to the Party. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

External relatiolls during the \V;u years were generally curtailed and 
in\'olved or turned nil the ,('arch for outside military and econo1llic ,lid . 

... This meant dealing almost entirely with the USSR. the PRe, and ELlstern 

Europe. 
The Part\" continued to walk the line carefully in the Sillo-So\'ic( 

dispute. The earlier tilt to\\'ard Peking became more balanced Cl.s the \\";11' 

progressed. Attacks on the lJSSR. which had followed Khrushchev's 
ollster, stopped; there followed additional L:SSR military aid, indudill,l!; 

the vital surface-to-air missiles. If forced to {hoose in the dispute-as 
\\i'hen the DR\' sided \vidl (lie t~SSR 011 the nuclear pr()lifcr~ltioll isstlc·­

a carefully desig.ned balancing gesture followed wirhin a few Illonths. 
The CSSR ITLHlc 110 seriolls cotTlll1itmems until about I ~Hl). I'rcmier 

Kosygin visited Hanoi ill February 1 Yt)) and apparently concluded th,it 
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! communist lIl()vCmf'IH. hur limes changed, and ~vclItuaJly it was em­: braced onlv by the Lao Dong Pany and a few oth .' uitraviolent COIIIrntl­Ilist clements ill the '\fidca.q and ;\fricl. The II lrt~' trieo .md foulld guilty both or its socialist ,lllie'i, guilty of the sin (,f coexistence and, hy omission. international proietarianism. 
THis ideological desertion was augmented, in 'the Parry's view, by a more fundamental dii;t:Jstc for hoth Soviet and Chinese bcha\'ior. thaI neither ally e\'er hel ped the Vietnam cause to the degree it deserved, Aid was offered onl) ~tfter repeated ;lppeals and then was insufficicnl and gramed grudgingly. \Vorst of all. it \vas given for the wrong reason-as a plo\' in the Sino-Sodet dispute, not because of genuine desire to help achieve unification. 
In the last Years or the \\·ar. as the Chinese became incrc<lsingl~ all:\iolls (or appeared so) over .lJSSR moves in Asia. it became plain that. PekiIlg \Vas [Jot at all sure it \),HIled complete U ,5. \vilhdrawal frolll mainlaJld ,\sia, po.ssibl~· did not want a clear-cuI and dccisi\'c Vietnamese Communist victory. The result was that Sino-Vietnamese relatiol1'" plunged to rheir lowest level ever. At the same time there was marked ilJlr':'~(,lIl(,Ilt in SO\'iet-\'ietlltlmesc relations, 

During the war :-:ears tilt' Party and the DR V wcre Jcti\'c both ill Cambodia ;Ind Laos. Party cadres huilt the Khmer Rouge into ,1 nr'ir­ralc fighting force. beginning in about I ~n{). and saw it \vill powcr fin' rears later. In Laos, for Ilearl~' a decade, the Party virfllallv rail the Parhet LlO struggle ag;linst (he rightists ~~Ild neutralists and saw it, too, take cOllt1"ol of the cOU/ltr\' in 197:J. 

VICTORY 

Suddenly and unexpectedly, in the first months of 1975, \·ietllarne.",e I, communism's golden vinot'v of unification was achieved. South Viet-
, 

' I1am fclliess to Pany moral or military superiority than to simple chans and confusion. Grand .qralegy had calieo for 1976 to be Iht' year of [he last hurrah. The military siluatioll as 197.:') da\\:ned w<1sjudgcd In h;lH' grc~lt ultimate promise hut at the moment was a standoff. ;\ loctiized offensive ill Plume Long pn)\"illce in January led to a greater \'ictory than anticipated-capture of the entire province. Two monrhs bier. ;t second local \'ictory y'ielucd all of tile highland provillce Ban .\-Ie ThuoL 
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Its capture turned out to he the final hlow to oq, nizcd South \'il:l­
tlamcse resistance. fhl' llllLI\'ejing heg;1Il and fl( ',er stopped until 
PA \':'\ troops. ;Itop SO\·j('l-huilt LlIlks. crashed IhrOi ,! h the gates of Doc 
Lap Palace in the center or Saig(lIl. The .. \R\·;'\I, whicll had fought so wcll 
earlier under f~lr worse conditions. hardly fo II ,14 1 1 at all. Chaos in 
decision'makillg ;It rhe corps levcl. exacerbated by c()uIHerllltlnclillg 
orders from Saigon, so<ill made it impossible for the ARV;\J to fight 
at all. 

On April :W, the long w(lr elided. The Pany had achic\'ed the 
chimer;l-like goal it had beell pursuing with single-minded zeal since 
that illitial gesture outside of the Versailles Conference hall ill 19~1. 
Vit'tIlam was unified. under a COlllmullist hanner. 

The cost was high. (;eneral Ciap had admitted earlier to /lOO.()()() 
casllalties (at Ihe lime. r!1/lR. thc· Pe7ltagon estimate was HOO,OOO). and it 
is ~afe to fix P.\ V:\, and PLAF (olal dead at one million. This was in a 
country whose populatioll ranged. during the war, fr.om sixteen million 
to twenty-five millioll. :"\earlv one out of every se\'ellLeen male ~orth 
Vietnamese J.dults died ill the war in the South. (A proportionate figure 
for tlie L1nited Stalcs would hay(' heen fiftccn rnillioll dead, the actual 
figllre heing ahout ·19,O()O) . .\Iaterial loss in the ~or'h. through air 

: strikes and bombillgs. prohably was around S400 ITlilliun (U .S.), again in a 
country with an annual (:0.'1' of ahout 51.7 hillion. In addition. having 
put virtually all (If its reSollrc('5 (and all it could garner abroad) into the 
war rather thall illto nation building. there W;.IS the vast economic loss of 
fifteen years of floniIl\Tstment. It left ,\'orth Vietnam with the most 
stagnant, PO\·crty-ridden. ;jnd h<l(kward econumy of any couIItry in 
Asia, The psychic loss--impnsirioll of the most intrusive praetorian 
societv J.llvwhere 011 eanh~is incalculable. These \\o'crc only thc costs to 
the !\"orth. III lives and material. the toll extracted from the SOLith 
probably was double. 

Doubtless the Party's \\';trtime leaders felt the pnce paid \vas \Veil 
worth the accomplishmeJlt of unification alld \vill go tn their gra\'cs 
nevcr questioning the correctness of the coursc Oil which they -.;ct 
Victllam three decades earlier. But history must judge it a Cadmean 
victory. 
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the 'var was ahout \\,'011 hv the (:orlllllunists. fie I romised rather Ltvish 

aid, hoth military and lTOTl()lnic. Theil \·ictory [1'1 eded, and the USSR, 
ohliged to meet her commitments, found hersclf ! unding an apparently 

IlC\Tf-Clldillg war \ .... ith "ueh cxpclIsi\'(~ weapoll' as SA~o'f<~s. aircraft 
tracking systems, ~lOd ~t J( ;-21 IIglller planes. Thc' USSR attitude always 

appl'ared somewhat cool. pr()hahl~ hecause of Moscow's gelleral vicw 
that local wars ill i\si<l ne\'er seemed to serve her illterests. But despite 
occasional ncrWHlsness, l}SSR aid during the war was extensive and at 

all times more than the minilllulll requirement. 
The early PRe reactioll to the war was the fear that the United States 

would usc \'ietll<lIll as ;I springhoard to attack China. It was important. 
therefore, that the l'nitcd States not win. Be~'()(ld this, the war \.vas 

vie\ved as an elllharra~sment to the USSR. Apparently the PRe was cool 
to the g-eneral idea of·unificatiotl, preferring eventual emergcllCe oftw() 

people's repuhlics in \'ictnam, hut ncver was it willing to do Ihose things 
needed to secure this arrangement. PRe military and economic aid was 
la\'ish. and some 40.()OO People's Liberation .\rmy {roop.~ served in 

Vietnam (antiaircraft gUllllcrs, railway and warehousing troops). Sino­

Vietnamese relatiolls dm illg the 19605 generally were harmoniolls, 
although there \\'cre some had moments: the summer of 1069, when for 

a few weeks it appearco a Sino-Sovict war might hreak out~ the Cllltllr~ll 
Rc\ olutioll period, when the Chincse sharply criticized the Vietnamese 
cOllduct of \ .... ar (especially the mid-19G:J p'eriud. with publication of Lin 
Pian's Long LiI't' th,' Pm/lit'S Ira,., and agaiIl during the 19t1H -Tel 

ofll',~si\'('); at \'ariolls times \''''hell l:SSR frei~ht trains loaded wilh 
weapons ,1IuI anllllllllitioll could not cross Chilla because Peking had lost 

control in the pro\"lIces; and, finally, with the Chinese "pmg pong 

diplomacv" gesture to thl' l'nited States. 
It is questioIlable whether rclations with the two allies at aT1\ time 

could be termed close, hut c\'en if they were, that conditioIl ended with 

what the \'jctn.ulleSl' considered the dcfeuioll, first or rile tTSSR and 
thel\ the PRC. to the l'nited Slates in the fonTI of Jive-and-lcl-livc polic~' 

variously termed peaceflll coexiswllce. detente, ping-pong dip!olll;tty, 

and so 011. For the Paft\', dedicated to bedrot:k fllndamentalism, this W;JS 

llllforgi\·;tI)lc heresy. The Party\ view was, and is, that thc capitalist 

,vorld Illust be destroH'd and that this can be done only if a unified 

illternational proluarial (ollducts all-out revolutionary \var. At (lilt.' lime 

ill history this had heen orthodox belief throughout the worldwide 
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