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Vielnalll Journal: 
Witness to the WHr~ End 
On Apnl ]0. 1'175. 1Iu' ,'vl,,"m 11'", Ihere for Saigon. wilh hardl~' a shol 
f'11d.t-d. J u'tl.\ 011.1' ."'mrnran u,lw \ulw·d being fired. Danang "· .. as lilx-raled 
I" ,W ",;",1 hapl'm,d, Flllm :!f>nl. on March 29. B)' now I here's ver)' 
1973 InJulY.1975. m.yhlLll>and/\,ith little GVr.;· an'a left al "II. Saigon 
8'7nJ,,,, and I u,", rodiT((km of u., will IlC' soon. An Amniran f rit'nd 
.~m,.,;m" Frinull Sm,;u CffmmJ/vt ... id today Ihal Ihe Hong Kong 
(,~FSC) R,Ii,/I'rojrrl in Smulr V;"I, Shanghai Bank won'l lake dollar 
'111m. Sla}}ed I')'" lra;,.,d V;"lna",,~. checb any more. ullh (abies. !'I:oth, 
olU pwgmtn INJ.\ a Ph."Jirai Rl'hnbiJilJJ- ing that takt.'s (unt- It) pUKess. 
lioll C"ll.trrjar ciJ!i/UlPH ;n 1M lown oj 
Q,umg "'KO;-1>ul'pl)'ing arti[uuu arms Aprilld. 1975 fFndal'! 
mullpgl, hrtutl, crutrhrl, lJ·hrrlrhairs. I've heen wurking (In "adopting" 
ph"Iirol therapy. and rorrtCliv, IW'H'hildrell-m)' lillk fri~lIds Van 
.wrgtry. and Tu. These boys are four and 

Krith. Soph;, and Paul Quinn, six years old. and their mother, Chi 
J,ul"r.flndlltPQuungNga;onAiarrh Yen. is my good f,.iend. She asked 
20. 1975. u'Orrin} liM ror'Y''''' ,Iu us In lake Ihem to Laos so ther 
alHJuI rxfH'cltd fighting awl po.uibu- coutd be sen! to Iheir grandfalhe'r 
b"",/);ng-lhough ,,,,,,Iuall.y Quang in I-Ianoi 10 go to ,><:hool. At Ihe 
"'ga; rhangrd ha.ui.< quilr /H'acrjull.v. Emhassy 11m "'l'<'k, a~n. I Inld an 
II'r Jo;ntd Jul;" Fm.ryth, and Tom ull;':ial Ihat I "'lIlt"d tn adnpt 
JloJ",,,. thr oil",. ""mbtn of tJu- AFSC tllt'lll. but was told il "'as too late. 
I<'am. ill Saigon. (11', all 'fH'ak j1U1'III Todar,l M'Ill again. and this time 1 
I''''.wnw· ... and rrad find u";l, it 10 de('ided to lelilhe truth. 1 said. "I 
l'fll)'iug drgun.) don't \\-allllO lakl' these: dlildren 10 

A}I"" .'Inlnal m(mlJu 11" dl'~iJ,d 10 AmtOrH:a. I wall I to take (hem (0 
Irat't I'id,wm. Thr tU"ti' gOl'frmnrn' their grandfath{'T in the lIonh," 
had lakl'tl rr,\pml\wilily 1m' Ih, Ullin. "\\'dl. Ih;!"s nK~ to ht'ar," the Em­
II'r jrll it u." in Kood IllIwi •. Thr" bas" official sa.d. ''I'm so fed up 
!)(Jgr.1 aTt' from m.l' dai~)' diaT)' ",(uuling with this wholesale export of chil-
u'hal /\(111' and livrd btjorr U'r 111. dren I muld scream!" 

SaiKolI. ,~pril 17. 1975 (T1",,,day) 
The rUlllors 11)' again. that Salur­
day \"ill bring liheration, or al least 
an all.ack on Saigon. One tidbit I 
k'arIlt"d today is the "se{Tet code" 
Ihe L' .S. Emhassy \\'iIl bro;:tlkas( 
OH-r the radio when they de(:idc (0 

l'\·anl~'le. Someone will say, "The 
IClI1lx'ratun: ill Saigon is lU5 de­
gTt,"('S and ri ... ing." Thclllhcy'li play 
'TIIl Dreaming of a \\"hile Christ­
mas"! 

\\'(, listen to the radio t:'\{'I) night 
10 fount the provinces as they 
"fall." QlI~Hlg N gai was liberated on 
~brch :H, 1'0111' days 'Ifter we left 

April 19, 197' (Salurday) 
The PRG would like ~ negolialed 
settlemenl. That requires Thieu 
[Presidenl Nguyen Van Thieul re­
signing, Thieu dOt'sn'1 Sttm to be 
planning to resign. Therefore Ihe 
prediction is an attack on 
Saigofl-<)n Ihe airpons and on 
Thicu's palace. Keilh poinled out 
to me lhal lIlan), Saigon soldiers 
have never had 10 fogbl:....lhey·ve 
boughl posilions in ""fe Saigon­
and hopefully Ihese inexperienced 
soldiers will jusl give up withoul a 
fighl, 
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April 21, 1975 (M",u/ay) 
Thieu resign.' Whoopee! Keilh 
and Paul went downtown to watch 
Thieu on TV, and to translate for 
BBC rC)xlrters, Sophie and Julie 
and] went next door 10 walch TV. 
Thieu was angrily ",ying Ihat if 
on I}' lhe Americans were still in 
he 1'(' \\ ith their B-52s, Itt' would 
have won rhe '·oar. Pre~lImably, 

then. he admilS he's lost it. 1 didn't 
rcall)' _ think Thicu would resign. 
The rumor is Ihat 2U generals told 
him to, Good! 

April 22. 1975 (Tu"day) 
The bombt-r jelS arc in Ihe air. The 
GVr.; still has plent) of firepower, 
contrary to what Kissinger says 
"·hen he a .. k", C()llgl(,'~ lllr ilion' 

llIiliian 'Iid. 

-TIle' G"N (G(Wl"rTlntC"nl of Vic-tn,lfn) i, Ih(' 
old SaiglJlvTh~u gmcmnl('nl. and IIK'ir 
dnnt"(i f()nr~ ,,"'rrr thr ARVS (AI rm of the 
Rt"pubbc of Vk.'lnotm). Tht" PRG '(Prm;. 
sion31 Rc\oluliolJarl GtnC'tTIIIlt'flI) took. 
mer frum Ihe G\'S in South Vi«·tnam: thr­
H.'H.'III t'~:tiom (April 25. 19i6) pnJ\idrd a 
n(",,"' ;!;SS('rnbl~' ,,·hirh "ill ,,"ork lO\l.';ud 
rculIlf~'ing \"tctnam. 



:I/ml 2),1'175 (Wrd"mlaV) ('\'t"lIlflg ill P.tri, or ;'\'('\\ YIIII.... dd-Thill~'" art' Jt·.tlh 'fmo\'ill~ ag.lilJ. 
i':o,," dll' hig l'\'t'1I1 i~ plcclit kd for 
fwo cLtys away. Thl' pallic hl're is 
110\" in full swill}.;. kkkt"d of f. as 
predined, III the SIl'l'pc:d."p l'.S, 
("\'aru;tlioll. Depuly Ho !\;gO( 
~hllan, C;clIl'ral Duong \',all 
("I)il''") ~Iinh. "",I OIher ,ulli·Thi,'u 
C;\,!'\ people arc ~tlll'lIlplinK 10 
qllidd)' {()t"m a new SaigcHl gO\­
,'nl II1C III 10 3\'oi<l a hi cal<lI)\\"11 in 
order. ARVN soldit'rs in :\ha 
Trang and Dall;t1Ig rohhl'd ;lnd 
killed p.:oplc and did a 1,,1 of d"m· 

illirch nul ."',Iigoil. 1)0 Ihc~ kllll\\ ..1/»1/29. 19iJ (Tul'.H/ayJ 
f)(·.U(· i .. lWllillg? Tht" (('II;lil1l\ Doillg the dishes tOllight was an 
dOli" ~'l'1TI 10 bc: IC.I\·lIlg thl' (nUJI- ordeal. The e1("("triciIY was off. it 
11\. was i:15, dark and slOrnn'. I.ighl. 

Rioling;1I Ihe ~,irp(ln and ;It the ning and planes in the sky o\'er the 
EllIh.;t~ .. ~. The HlII\t.illt l1(Ji~(" of unroofed kitchen-first a sIring of 
airplanes for this "~''Cr{'t'' e\'a("ua- (,,\'acuation helicoplers and then 
tion is enough 10 (·au.\(' panic all by the American fighter jt'lS prolec­
itself. The)" never used 10 be al· ting Ihem. With e'en- bang or close 
lowed 10 fly o\"er Ihe cil\. :'\ow the)" plane I'd jump and go inlo Ihe 
do because Ihere's so lillie GV:,\· room with a roof. Tension that Ihe 
held lerrilOry down here thai's ""fe 
for Ihem to ny low over. 

"Kf afler Ihe G\':,\ losl mlllrul and April 28, 1975 IMcmdn)"} 
lX'fon' Ihe PRe; luok O\'c:L ~o Olle Today Afinh was installed as Pres;. 
\\"anls .his 10 happen in Saigon. \\'if' dent, lhl;Ugh nor wilh rhe whole­
f~eI prell)" safe in our (orner of hearted support of all Ihe GVN 
Saigon-neilher 100 rich nor 100 mnks. Minh freed all polilical pris. 
poor, and "'ilh a good slrong gale oners and gave Ihe l'.S. gO\'ern. 
al the end of LIIe alley. menl24 hours to leave Ihe country. 

Toda)" we had a picnic on the Al 6:10 in the evening Sophie, 
roof. The landlord follo~'ed liS up Julie and I and our friend Thanh 
and asked us 10 help hIm gel 10 Binh":'er .. silting on Ihe fronl steps 
America, and 10 gel doJlars-one of lislening to a lightning rain SlOnn. 
half a dozen such reques" loda)'. A loud boom came, and]ulie said it 
They sa)', "The Communisls won't was bombing. We laughed al her 
kill you, (mIl" mr." E.'eryone thinks and said it was Ihunder. Then came 
it's .~h(" or h~, and no one else, who another, and the scream of an 
will be singled OUI by these beasls airplane. Then cracks of rine, 
..... ith horns and fangs. the V.C. m'lChinr-gun. and amidircraft fire. 
MNnwhile "'e hear from Agence Thanh Binh "'enl home, and we 
France Press Ihal Ihe GVN, in locked up the house. We Ihought il 
"'ilhdrawing from Xuan Loc, used wasacoupb), K),[Marshal l\guyen 
AmtTi('3n hombs (the illegal CBU <:.loJ\.\j .• md\\CI('\l'!\ dt'prn"{'d. 
55) lhal take all the oxygen out of \\'(, b.11"I eel {lUI' don)'. .... ('he( l..cd 
the air. ThC)' reponed hundreds of I he .tllt', gale:. dU'l'd I he IIt'\\ .. hut· 
people '(lund dead near Xuan Loci lei'" inriit' h01l1 window, pullcd Ihl' 
ehoL-cd 10 deaLh, but with no in· lild)(."U lahlt-. ;llIr,1(h \('1. imp rhe 
juries, Talk aboul wiclu-d. damn it! ('Illral room, and '~al dowlI 10 

cHldldil dinllcI, \"f" hOld .1 _,ilcllf 
Apri127, 1975 ISullday) 1II,,,"ell holding h""d, '"l1i" 
Tonight Keilh and I wcnt to dinner m;u.-him:-gun aud ~nli;tircr;ln firt', 
at Chez Albert's, and splurged on ~(J (.Ille (ould r('all\" ('ai, hut \\'e 
steal, clams. brains. and custard, drank \\·alcr. Fill;llh' Ih(' noi\(." lei 
To our as~ollishment. {'ve~' (able lip, ;lUd lht' dt'nri; il~' CUllt' h'Kl 
was (Kfup,cd, ~fostl)' fanllilcs. all Oil, \\'t' flt'allll'd lilt, di.,hcs. sho,,'­
"cry happ)' and,talk.ative. The wait- ('r('cL mo\"('d to Ih~' livillg roolll 
ers '\"l're \\'orkmg very hard and for huils and ht,t·r. For ~I tlt'cling 
!"('cmed tiS am;lI:ed as we were. _The lHomcnl I (houghl of the evacua­
aUllosplwre dalllpt'ned .only for a lion, and was glad I W;!'ill't 011 it. \\'t' 
Illomenl when a fighter Jet secnH.'d were jn our (-01,,· lillie house. 
10 come unu~ualh-' low o\'erhead, ' 
sounding like the ~ne Ihat bombed 
I he p.llace earlier. II fell like an 

American jets \\"jJ1 bomb us, or 
crash. We're all tiled fmm Ihe 
"orq', but (·ontrolled. Today few 
people are obeying Ihe 24·h()ur 
curfew. Lots of ARVI\; soldiers are 
wcaring uniform pant." but have 
changed into civilian shirts. Sol· 
diers are running a ..... ay. and man~' 
ci"ilians are runlling closer into thr­
cenler city. This morning loolers 
were selling their goods for high 
prices. By Ihis afternooll prices 
were Jow-things like Alilerit'an 
cigal'etles---as peopk.· rt·;tlized how 
close Ihe PRG troops are. Tanks 
could be in Saigon in a few hours. 
The ARVN soldiers, left behilld, 
are firing at the U.s. evacuation 
planes. The PRG apparentl) 'Iuil 
ilS auaek on the airpon this morn­
ing in order to allow Ihe ~.S. 
e\'aclla.tiun to proceed. Tonighl 
BBe radio had a report we 
applauded merrily. They said Ihe 
AJIlCl"i('ans had all left, excepl for a 
few reporlers and a few "hard· 
core expatriates." Thaf'ii us! \\-'on­
der ho\\' man)' of us Ihere are to­
night in Saigon. 



Thallh Binlt \\;1" \I,irillg ,I' lilt' Ulltil 1:!:3Q, \\11("11 \f.lllh IU!lllg thell hi ... ("f righl 10 \\Ilrk. radio ~lIl11c)UIH(·d lilC' liberatioll of (.lIIlt' 10 OIlJ h(jlht' and ill\ilnl Ib Keit!! .md I Spt'nl the: night at Bit'll HO~I, ht'r hOlllt', If 0111\ ht'l (Jill In "t't' the ('\l'nt'-.. \\"t" \\('111 III Van H,'l1h. talking and \·i~iling. father could h,I\{' li\"(~cll() "'('t' Ih,.., \'~11l ILlIlh l'lIi\('nir\ hilt·ll· ~ndsJt.tf'ingonafihh-noorro()f.I d.I\", she ~.Iid. lit, aud so Illall~ ",(Hllld ... of .. h(H"lting-lUll1t'd ollt II) Ix." ne\,er\\.i,uld sleep outside lx-fore in others, :\mt'ri •• 1ll Iroop .. nit Opl'1l 0111\· tht' t'IIlJ)(\lIlg of riflt', iiI<.' ,111- VieiRa"!. and espedally not on the hi .. h(,lIy .... Iw told lI'qlli('lIy, Fortht' d(,lIt, Iud (olit'( It'd. TII<.·' \\TIt' or- roof 01 It tall building, Btu it was first lil11(' IIlt'ard Ill'· trit."nd Y(,II's J..!;lIIi/ing- ;u1(1 (Ii,arllling AR\':,\, caimarHlpeacefuJ-a new Saigon. I \\·hole 1l;IIIIC-Yt'li 'Till!, Th;lI1h long hdi II l· lilt' 11I1I ... i<1(' pR.e .Inll~ felt ,'en ~fe, 
Binh lold Ill(' fhi,. :'\ow .111 thl" ani\cd. 1..1(;11 people \\eIT ill T()da.(Ma~·J)nooneisalJo",ed ~e{ ITI\ ("all (omc 0111. 1)inl Ti7/ alld dlarge, \\(,11 org~lnill'(l. P{)1ilt', 10 ShOf~1 guns for an)' reason. !ioO!J1C olher P;II>l'!"'I ;thClli,ht·d hy firm, .wel happ\, The, "('Il' goillg Downw.\n the soldiers have re~ Thil'u (.Hllt' out ;",~,lill 't'SICI d,n tor oul in Jt'l'P"', ("ollt,( ling thl' <li ... - moved rpOS1 oflhe badx-d wire and Iht' fjY-llii( timt'. Tilt' new {;\'!\ radio clrdt'd Illililar~ article ... 011 Iht' barrien:: ;lIld sighlseers are roam­i, hrodcic''''ling tilt· Pari ... Peau' street" L'JlHhpt'alt'r l ;1l"S al1- ing arol1lld looking at Thieu's uld :\glC.'('Illt'l1ts, ;1II1101lJ1( illg tht' rC'- 1l01lilled tht' ~UI leudl"l, and 1I1 ~t'd AmerK:;IJI-buih paLlfe, \\'hcre\·er 1(';11.,(' of all ))lIlili(al pri'()JI(·rs. ;!Ild 1>t·0l'll· not 10 hurn 'Pill" of I)';,,,h. \\t' dlo\l' ~~g~)-I ~tll{ kin illt redihlt, ctllill~ Ihe PRe; h~ ih righlful he( ;IlISt' of t'xplolioiH~S Ihrown in Ihe traffic, hut c,·cryolle wa, hlllghing naJJle, lIot Vit,t Congo pill", The "'IIt't"ts are Jiuen'd \,·ilh and good humored, The arri\"illg "'eeks ago the PR(~ pllhli'hed ils P~IJ>tT'. in, IlHting ~t'(Tel id(,lltil~' troops are calm. and their a\sur-Ilt'w rilles for laking o\"er a large cuds of 'pit, .. ;Hld JX)Jict', aJl(e spreads over tht' dty, ("il\, Olle poilll ,,·;IS 10 quirkl)· St.'- Al Van H;:wh lht' student kaders ~fan~ people were just released (·II;e (ht' w;lter '!tupply and power issued us our firsl OfrK"lai p;lpers, from pri\(Jn, and uthcIsjus( came plallls ag-ainsl ~llx)f'lge, The e1,cc- allowing us w go any",·here in the OUI of hiding, \\'e went to the newly (rit-iT), plant is on the J'o.Hllo Br('n cit)" The Slrects were mobbed with iih('r.tted Siudent l'uinn building Boa, and is alrt'ad~' PR(~, and .hose people .• mel the tanks pnx:et."dt"d u()\oJlown, and lIIet Buu Chi. 'In polile folks secm to he' doing their slow I\" in Ihe n-afficjam, Bu't's and artist who was jU\t re1t'ased, and IX'sl to ket·p il 011. \,'e don't care I ruck·!\ brought ill hlJndr~~_s ~~ !'t~~lil- !"\gu)·en Huu Thai. the ('hairman "hout the Jig-Ius, hUI Ihe n>iling fan III\.!. {UJ 11)\1, P}{(, \I ddlCl '. I (·\("11 of the student rc\·olutionan· nHn­JJle~IIlS a lot in this wcather. There's "';1\\ ,I \\ l"Il'1IIt"1, 1.111. d,lIl..-iJ.llrt'd, miner. in hiding until )"t'~[("rday Ix'cn 110 lark of" waler. \\·ith ;1 lilil l hl',lId ;lIul 11 It 1-.1.1, he, after several lears in prison, \"e The :\merirdns fould han" left on thl' fuunb or fillh LillI.. TlIl' also had a long talk with Le Cong Wt·t' k sag-o wit hout all t hi, d ralllal ie ... old it'J \ ".;t\ t'd, \()mt;( lilt' He;1I me Giau, just out of hid ing after being Sluff. hut I he\" had to wailulltiltht· 111''''('11 Ihelll rigdrt't"ln, Ihl'\ 1~H")lt'd imprisoned from 1971 to 1973. Iasl, 10 lean' ·in a "burst of glory." aT the ("in', Loo[('r... igllol cd thl"lIl Giau tailed of hoy.· the PRG !l's nire that Ihe G\'l" itM'lf kicked (OInplt'lt'ly and (OIl1illUt'd h.wling brought arms inlo the cit)· on fis.h (hem Ollt, ill lht' end, pillo\\\, fouch(· .... \;I'l". \\·illdo,,,. carts. under piles of smdl)', sally 

(h;lIlddiep\, (,\TIl <I (4 IIIIIHII('I". '1'''<.' rLSh. A man sitting nearb)- said, 
'!lIdenl" \H'n' In·illg 1);11 cI 10 ~tf)p "Yesterday I saw people I recog~ 
Iht'l<Mlling, nired as secrel police. They shook 

A 1l,'ighINlr. ;0 dOdor who ill'd my hand as if they were my good 
f(OIll J)an;tng, had ht,t'J1 so friends, I just shook [heir hand!.. 
p.llIid .. ,·d till' Ili~hl bc.'ftllt, tlit' ~ur- because it's time for a new stan," ,\fa\" 1, 19i 5 (ThundaJ, ,\fa)' lJa.,') rt'(Hle!" thai ht' a'~l'(1 lI' 1111" I(} Rt'( For t\\·o months when Giau ""'as \' e~tt:'rday (April 30) \\'as a IlIcmor~ the IH.'li( 0PI(,"I' to Siup alld pi(·k him imprisoned he had what is called able d'I),. with no time 10 write, It up, \\"e c.lIllIt"d him down. and the "administrative torture," meaning was absurd to think Ihat the PRG next day wl,,'il Ihe (hal>),(c had tonure for eight hours a day, Ciau would negoliate al that final h"ppenl'd: suggesled Ihal he ):0 is 30 years old. He says that now hoor-"" nh victOr) much faster ht'lp out at the Van Hanh Inrir· that there is peace he dares to think. ami less chaotic, The streets were, mary" He wem wilh us, e .. ~:wr to aoout having a famil)", ;lIld are full of people, soldiers ..... ho please the new o/Toei.I •. but ,'en' We met studenl kader Huynh I<~lk 01 f Iheir uniforms and d"il- frightened, When he walked in and Tan Mam. He ..... as such an.impor­i:tn .... nHn·ing around. looking at Ihe three )'oung PRG nurses in tam prisoner lhal he had 15 guards c'cnlhing, ... hit~ ('Oats heard ht' was a doctor. jusl for himself. By the last day. he ,-\; H in 11.t' Illornin". sollie loud tru,y all clapped and Ih'lIlkcd hun said, all but one guard had /led, bangs hrought Sophie, Pal.II., ;lI1d for coming. Hesmilcd ill rdief.and and that one opened the cell door, 

,-I/,613U, 19i5 (l1',d1lndn,r) 
I.IBERATIO~ VIETNAM! ~finh 
StllTclukr{'d to Ihe Pro\"isional 
R{'\ (litH i( lila ry Covt'rnmenl. 

J II lit, inl () I hf" iiyiJlR room to Jom us, ~ 
listening. The surrender ",·as al 
IO::~O, and \,·e stayed in our house 



May 2, 1975 (FrUUiJI Yen said, "Many of you sislers 
Greal imprO\'cmenl in garbage to- ha"e heard propaganda and are 
day. People gathering it in huge scared. You are wi"es of soldiers, 
piles, and big trucks picking it up. policemen, officials, and you'''e 
Desened houses are locked up to- heard you'll be arrested. We're now 
day, no more looling. Al Ihe Stu- a COUnlry of peace, there's been 
'*:nl Union we saw Ihe exhibit of enough killing. We don't wanl to 
the Life of Ho Chi Minh. I met my arrest anyane_ We wanl to ",ark 
first woman cadre, a strong, smil- together and rebuild. Some of you 
ing 24-year-old, bair thick and have American hushands, or 

half-American children. The re"­straight down her back, a cadre for 
I 0 year>. 1 could talk with her much olution is not angry at children, or 
more easily than wilh ,he men 501- people, but onl), at the dominating 
diers. I asked her about her American go"ernmenl." She said 

there \\'ill be free child-<:are (enters brdnd-new AK 47 rifle, and told 
her I didn't know how to shoot a where the children will sing songs 
gun. She smil"d and said, "I can 
teach you if you ..... ant to learn." 

,1[".1' 15,1975 (Thllnda.l"i 
T()(lay is I he first day of a Ihl ('('-<I a>' 
viclorr n·lebralion all o\'cr Viel­
nam. On the viewing stand we rcc­
ognizcd Madame Nguyen Thi 
Binh, Madame I'guyen Thi Dinh, 
I.e Duc Tho, Nguyen HUll Tho, 
Huynh Tan Phal, and olher fa­
mOlls kaders, They Slood in front of 
h'llf a millioll or mure pt.·ople pro­
(ecled by no guards, IlO hulletproof 
shield, nothing. We did sec ~ome 
temporary homo she hers, a very 
rcalislic precaution gh"en Iht, news 
(his mornin~ th.1t Ihe L'nited Sl<-ltes 
had bomhed some ships in a Cam­
hodian port. 

and pia) games. Older people and 
children who never. went to school 
will be able to go 10 special classes . . 11".\ J. 1<)75 (.\al,,,d".1) In the new societ), women can go 1\1(1.1' 26, 1'J75 (Mum/ar) Today we !loa\-. our friend Dung. out on the streets after dark with no To(lay our friend Long wid us Aflef the surrender, she and her fear (Ihi.~ stal,mnl( drfw gr,al ahout whcll he wellt to \'IIJ1g Tau lfi.ye;u-old ~i!iolt·r. Thu. look their fll'f'lfII~'t') alld \\Olllen dou', haH'lo ,ls;llllem!xTofthc Pri."tonl.OlllJnil· hom("-se~'n PRG O;lg lO the local ht" afraid 01 Ihe "~elf·defell~e tee to meet prisoners returNing administrati\"e office. tore down forn's" OlIn mon'-Iho\<.' "clt-fend- from Con Son Island. He had lx~en the old flag. and I'ut up their new ing" th •. !,<"ple would really de- asked to look for a friend's .... ife one. F1l'Cing AR\':\ soldie ... sa,.. fend ""'m (lhi.1 drru' n .llllIIdili/{ among the prisoners. He localed them and slarted piling their rifles orraliml.'). Sht" said, "1 he l1l()nl~y the woman, and she asked him how at their feet. to gel rid of them. t.'ach of \,ou h4ls j~ your own prh'ate he knc",' her name. He said her Dung and her sister don't know I1HlIlCl". 'You've heard Ihal if VOl) husband had asked him to look fur how 10 shoot, butlhe)' each picked ha"e ~ ,hit'Len )ou'll hal'e 10 e~1 it her. She began to cry. She .... as up a rifle and stood there looking in Ihe dark of !li!:ht (hul:' Illlll:hll"TL arrested in Saigon in 1969, and official, ""hilf' collecting more and No, nUl who ha\'e chklc'ns (."an eat hasn'( seen her husb'lUd sin("e more anns. IhelJ~ an\"lime you like, and pm 1954. Almost e\'ery family we knnw \\"e \'isited Huynh Lien. She and ,,"hodoll;tjusl don't:' A young stu. has jusl become a<"quainled or the other Buddhist nuns \\'ere pre· (ient asked about laking a pOSI- reacquainted with a rl'i'lli\"e who's paring to ~nd their. 50 orphans pOlled h;l("cdaureate exam. She been "on the other side." back to their home III the (oun- ~aid Ihe IIl"W government would 

tryside: . gi"e thc t'Xalll in a fel\' I\'eeh, after lI1aJ 28,1975 (II'n/lindav) . TOnight I went wuh two women the sludel1h who ha\"(' heen help- Ann Tuan, who callie to U~ IX'fore friends of mi~e-<>ne of whom has ing reorganile the city have some Liberation a~~ing ... houl leaving the a half-Amencan ~aughter-{o a lim" to slud)'. Yen spoke with Ihe country, "lSlIed us lodar and community women s meetmg an a lo\"(' and emolion of someone who's thanked us for helpmg lolH"IIlCe re~ugee ca~p on the north side ~f l>t~en working for her rountry"s in. him 10 stay, He said he no longer SaIgon. \\e Iraveled on Ihelr dependence for 20 years. has much money bUI had splurged Honda #50, Mmh drll'lng, me 011 a piece of c10lh for a IIctldlllg nexl, Oanh on the back, all strad- Mflf 14, 1975 (1I'tt!,.,.IdaJ) dress for his fiancee. Ile's allended dling. feeling greaL M)' good fnend Keilh and 1 had breakfast at a local five weddings in the last fi"e days. and fonner lan.guage tUlOr, ~'en n(x)dle sland. A wom .. 1Il eating near \\'c asked him ~'h)' ",here are so Thu, was leadrng Ihe meetmg. us said she had eighl children and mfn)', and he sa,d for Ihrce re<l­About 200 people ..... e~e cro ..... ded jokingly offered me Ihe youngest, sons: heca,use at la,t Ihere IS pealC; togeth~r calmly hs(enm~ as ~en who sat in her 1~lp howling. She left because 11 s cheaJX~r now Ih:lll IX'· spok.e In her slow, soothing VOICe, the IHJrlh in 1954, while her family fore; and hecause nnone krH)ws the welcoming all the "relatives of our srayed behind. She wanls very future. He said that. as a de\'oul uncle Ho Chi Minh" (she always much to go hack, says the climate is Chrislian he i, \·t'", IlIIl're" • .'d by rererr~d to Vietnamese that way). nicer Ihere. She'll wait until there's tht.· sacnfices made hy Iht· ~oldlers 
J cheap (rain for her to tra\"eI 011 anci CtO res. 
wilh all her children. 



Ma~ 30. J9i5 (Fridal') 
This morning we rail inlo a Illedical 
roadhllKl. \\ heu' they were g-i\'ing 

imllluJ)ilati()ll~ ;lg;lill~1 pL-tglil', 
typhoid. and cholera. Theft' ",t'Z e 
four teams "'or-king 109-ether. with 
cotton and alcohol. \\Titten rec­
ords. and air guns for sanitary' injec. 
lions. People un the street grinned 
at the sight. Everyone was used to 
roadhlocks set up 10 arresl desert­
ers or to drafl soldit'rs. 

Ju,1I' 14. J9i5 (Salurday) 
Today we had a special visitor. Chi 
Mai, our gutKI friend and rct'cp­
tionisl at the ({,fl(ef. came from 
Quang Ngai with five other peuple, 
Tht' delegation askt'd liS about our 
shipment for the center. They ver­
ified what we'd learned from other 
friends"hat the center never 
closed down. The new government 
has provided a full-time doctor, a 
"political officer" administrator­
and salaries will be paid on the 
same scale as before! We heard that 
the hospital itself has many new 
doctors and is finall), functioning as 
a hospital ought to. 

July 4. J975 (FrUIn),) 
Today is our last dar in Vietnam. 
I'm listening to the Liberation 
music tapes-.... our going-away pres­
ent from the AFSC team. The),'re 
beautiful. A real culture, The 
Thieu regime had no culture, no 

purpose, no meaning. These 
p.,ople of the remiution are full of 
Jo\'e and hope. The coulltry people 
especially feel the new frcedom. I 
cried o\'er one of the most beautiful 
Mlngs, one that ollr friend Quynh 
Chi did a ballet to. \I'e learned that 
Iht, (,(Hnpo~r was killed in Ihe Lih­
eratioll Army just a few days before 
Ihe Yicto~' in Saigon. The eh.mge 
\\'as so hard Llnd yet so cas)'. Oyer­
night. the Americans are out, the 
"'ar is oyer. 

Cltwdin 1\ n'th is u'orkiug 011 a book­
It'1Iglli I'l'nion of lur jounJar. TJu 
Aml'nrGlI Fn'r"d~ Snl 1;cr Comm;Ut't' 
i~ CUllli,lIIillg 10 srlld aill /0 J'ulwun 

bml'd 011 ,\/!t'Cij;£ r('qllt'.~/j from Iht' 

J'il'lwunt'v, (HId 10 u'ork fur Ih, riOr­

mnli:nti(m oj ",Ialium bl'hi.'frll Vi,r'lllm 
a1ld Ihr V"i/I'd Sudl'.~. Thr AFSC "win 
'1[IU <, al J 50J Chrn)' Slrrrl, Phila­
drlph;", P,m"'.l-Ji'U"ia J9J02, 



.'uthor Claudia KrK-h and AFSC tram 
mern~n Julie Fuu~' lht" and Sophie 
Quinn-Judgt" pu·w- '" ith l\:nrth \ ' irtn:unnr joun\,;l.lisu aflt~ 1 Libcr:.tioll . 

Top S;ult"n . \f.'1\ I . 197~_ to\\d\ on rlnt d ,l\ .Ihtr i.1i.lC'r'tllon .ibm.,. f"hTr-e' I'RC 
"'Inur-n ~oldlC'l!ro-mr-dl(' .llId tllll1mUnl' 
(".uion~ \<ourlr.rT!to 

Cl:.udi4t Krich'" l..ngua);t' 11I11It. Yrn Thu. with ht"r chrM' ",)Ill'. 


