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PREPARATIONS FOR THE BATTLE

FILE / 8UBIL ,

e/
1975

- OF BUON ME T
OF BUC m}%ﬁ@?

Ylemoirs of General Van Tien Dung

Editor’s Note : On January 9, 1975, the Standing Committee of the

Military Commission of the Viet Nam: Workers’

Party Ceniral Com-

mittes met to discuss the mplemeniation of the resolution of the

215t Plenum of the Viet Mam

TEr 1l

workers' Parly Central Committee
held in October 1974 which says in essence :
fulfil the Paris Agreement on Viet

As the enemy does not
Nam and continues his “Viet-

namized." war which is essintiglly o neo-colonialist war aimed aqt
conquering the whole of scuth Viet Nam, we have mno alternative
bui to carry on our revolutinary war to destroy them and liberate

the South.
Genergl Van Tien Dung,

Chief of the General Steff of the Viet

Nam People’'s Army, was gjipointed by the political Bureau of the

Viet Nam Workers'

of Dac Lac province.

Party Central
south Viet Nam Central Hichlands [ront.
the curtain-raiser of the stretegic campuaign in 1973,
of the Ceniral Highlands campaign was Buon Me

Lommittee commander of the
This front was chosen as
The first target
Thuot, capital

In the following article General Van Tien Dung relates how he
acted to fulfil his task. The article consists of excgrpts from his
memoirs “Great Spring Victory” recorded by Hong Hau, staff reporter

of the daily Nhan Dan.

N the proposal of Comrades

Le Duan and Le Duc Tho,

the DPolitical Bureau sent

me to the Central Hichlands

front to command the fighting

on behalf of the Political Bureau,

the DMilitary Coramission of the

Party Centrai Committee and

the High Command (of the Viet
Nam People’s Army — Ed)

The members of the Politburo
took turns in embracing me,
shaking hands with me and
wishing me good success and
great victory.

For me —a revolutionary
soldier — to gon to the battlefront
was a great joy. I felt boundless
enthusiasm atb=zing assigned the
job of commander., To put into
execution an important and
perfectly planned resolution of
the Party was a source of hap-
piness for me, like joining the
Highway 9 Operation in the
Spring of 1971 and the Spring-
Summer Operation in Quang
Tri province in 1972, 1 told
Comrade Tran Van Tra (Com-
mander of the People’s Armed
Forces in south Viet Nam — Ed.)
following the meeting of the Po-
litburo : “I shall carry on fighting
in the Highlands till the be-
ginning of the rainy season, then
I'll join you in Nam Bo (formerly
Cochinchina) in surveying the
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front and preparing for the
1975-1976 dry scason campaign.”

Our entire army was eagerly
preparing for the battle. On
Januzary 26, 1975, together with
Comrade Phung The Tai, Deputy
Chief of the General Staff, I
visited the First Army Corps
stationed in Ninh Binh province
to assign to it concrete tasks for
1973. 1 encouraged the men be-
force they left for the front: “The
activities of the Army Corps
must be closely and harmoniously
coordinated with those on the
front. The heart beat of the Army
Corps must chime with that of
the whole of south Viet Nam,
The punches directed by the
Army Corps must be smart ard
accurate snd timed in with the
powerfu! blows of other units
so as to “knock cut” the enemy.
I hope that the drum beat ure-
ing our men to charge, as well
as the victorious clarinn of the
Army Corps, will burst out
triumphantly in harmonv with
the fuil orchestra of our entire
army and people. I ask now:
‘Can the musicians here present
be ready to join in? 1t they
can, then the conductors, who
are the Military Commission of
the Party Central Committee
and the High Command. wiil be
ready to raise their batons at
the right moment.”

“We can, we can. Determined
to win, determined to 'win !" the
men shouted in unison.

There were then in the Central
Hichlands the 10th, 320th and
062th Divisions which had rich
experience in fightine on the
Highlands front. Late in
December 1974, the High com-
rand decided to move to the
Central Hichlands the 215th
Division which had a glorious
tradition, having fought victori-
cusly for over 20 years in
many distant places during
the war against French
colonialism. Later, during the
war against the US aggresszors
and their henchmen, this divi-
sion had been sent to fulfil an
internationalist call of duty for
a long peried. 1 called on this
division when it was ercamped
at Tan Ky, in the western part
of Nzhe An province, before it
left for the Central Highlands,

I told the Division's command-
ing officers ahout the situation,
the determination of the Political
Bureau and the Military Com-
mission, and the task of the armyv
to win victory, I alse indicated
the strong points to develop and
the weak points to be overcome
between then and the day of its
departure and even during its
first motorized operations. I
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recalled these two verses ahose
author's name I did not rem
but which had always burnt in
my heart, and which €lpress
the anger and bitterness of every
Vietnamese, inger which still
had to be held in check :
" This land, whose people have
been holding gun- for
thirty jears
under a  noon
torn in half.
Nguyer Duy’s
bitte ‘nass

Still  shines
(A reminiscence of
verses describing the
of separation between Kioy and
her lover, used here as an :lly-
sion to the artificial partiticn of
Viet - Nam under the Geieva
Agreements of 1954 — Ed)

"“The battlefront, the Oppor ain-
ity, our task, it is time fo us
to go, with all that in minc, to
join all our countrymen inn ak-
ing our land shine with the full
moon. The enermy we are going
to face is somewhat diffe.ent
from the one ¥You fought recer tly.
They are more stubborn, trick-
ier, and more experienced, snd
have more weapons and equip-
ment, and.their operational ma-
Nceuvres are more perfidious.

- However, they are pursuing an
unjust cause, have met with one
setback after another, are fac-
ing difficulties in all fields,
decIining morally and materially,
and weakening both ip strens-th
and position. There’s no reason
therefore why you 316th Divi-

sion cannot defeat the puppet

troops while they are
and while the south
revolutionary forces are sweep-
Ing forward ke a tida! wave.”

The Division officers and men
raised theipr fists, shouting from
their full lungs : “Determined to
Win! Determined to Win!” and
Promised, “We will g¢ on to the
end, we will fight tin victory 1"

By decision of the Political
Bureau and the Military Com-
mission of
Committee, a leading body of
the Commission and the High
Command on the Central High-
lands front was formed. com-
posed of myself, comrade Dinh
Duc  Thien, Director of the
VPA’s General Logisties Depart-
Mment; comrade Le Ngoc Hien,
Deputy-Chief of the General
Staff, and 3 number of expe-
rienced officers of the General
Staff and various armed sery-
ices and branches.

Comrade Thien had  gained
many experiences during the
anti-French Wwar, in the trans-
.bort of munitions to the front
especially during the Dien Bien
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Fhu Campaign. During the anti-
US war he ied the Logistics
Service in overcoming innume-r-
able difficulties and  ensuring
the transport of all necessary
supplies to ihe front, helping
defeat the enemy’s air and naval
war of destruction in the North

and giving assistance to wvarious
Southern battleflelds, especially
in ensuring victory for the High-

way 89 Operation in the Spring
of 1971 and the Operation to
liberate Quang Tri praovince in
1972, Ha was 3 staunch revoly-

tionary, cheerful, brave and
daring, but ag he was “on tha
wrong side” of &0, was rather
irascible, and when displeased,
would often get angry and lose
his temper. We knew and under-
stood  each other for we had
been in the same jail in the
French colonia? days before the
August  Revolution, I patted
Thien on the shoulder and told
him :“The time has come, man,
The Political Bureau has given
orders 10 us to win this battle

and take it on to victory. We
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will wir, and the couple of us,
old chaps, may die with our
mind at peace.”

Comrade Le Ngoc Hien was
fighting side by side with me
soon after the 1945 Genecral In-
surrection
Zone and in the 320th Division
(then code-named Dai Doan
Dong Bang) till the end of 1953.
He returned to the General
Staff after fighting the Ameri-
cans on many battlefields. He
was very familiar with my
eagerness for active offensive,
my combativeness, my obedience
of orders, my behaviour toward
officers and men, and the people
at large, and also my particular
approach to operational art in
face of any given situation.

So he needed no long expia-
nations. Provided that the ob-
jective and method of fighting
were determined beforehand he
would try by every means to
carry them out.

After being instructed and
briefed on his duties, he left for
the Central Highlands in advance
so as to join the local front's
command in surveying the ter-
rain and working out operation-
al plans,

The officers of the Ceneral
Staff and various armed servic-
es had been together with me
during the Highway 9 Operation
in Spring 1971 andthe 1992 Gen-
eral Offensive, They were ex-
perienced, active, dynamic and
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in the Second War -

well accustomed to my style of
work and command. They were
all excited and enthusiastic to
be taking part in this campaien.

Our commanding officers kept
to the common principles of
combat. But each of us had bis
own methed. I was sent by the
Party on a 15-day miiitary course
prior to the August Revolution
(1943} and only after the com-
plete liberation of north Viet
Nam in 195¢f did 1 have an
opportunity tn attend a militay
institute abroad. However, tiain-
ed and maturing in the process
of struggle from the time when
I was a member of an under-
ground Party cell working on
its own, and accustomed to carry-
ing out revolutionary activitics
on my own initiative during the
time when I lost contact with
the Party, I was used to act
daringly, never over-estimating
the enemy, instead always try-
ing to discover his weak and
exposed points, whether it was
when I had to carry out urnder-
ground activities or when my
whole division was encircled, as
during the anti-French resistance
war in 1952 in the enemy-occu-
pied area of Thai Binh (rice-
growing province southeast of
Hanoi — Ed.)

I toc have my own methed of
fighting, Early in 1852, as com-
mander of the 320th Division. I
organized and commanded the
Phat Diem surprise attack. I led

my men to infilirate into the
enemy’s outer positions for la
distance of 20 kilometres. then
we suddenly made a decp thrust
inta Phat Diem township and
wiped out the enemy’s command
post, held the town for one day
before 1urning back to attack
the outer positions. My men called
this “parachuting” or the “blos-
soming lotus” method. :

I pondered a good deal over
the forthcoming battle and espee-
ially over how to strike at Bunn
Me Thuot, the biggest provincial
capital in the Central Highlands.
The Phuoc Long victory (north
of Saigon — Ed} showed that in
1975 we were fully capable of
liberating provincial capitals and
other cities. But certainly it would
be more difficult to attack the
provincial capitals in the Central

Highlands than Fhuoec Long
town,

The Central Highlands, then
composed of five provinces—
Kontum, Gia Lai, Phu Bon,

Dac Lac and Quang Duc — were
a battiefront of jungle-—- moun-
tains bordering on some dan-
gerous areas surrounding enemy-
held cities. When preparations for
nur attack in the Central High-
lands were underway, the enemy
had there one main force divi-
siomn, seven multi - battalion
ranger units equivalent to ten
regiments and four tank and
armoured squadrons, These
forces were arrayed in fully

VIET NAM COURIEK



brepared  defensive positions,
However, they had made o mis-
calculation about our inte.tions,
thinking that we would strike
in the north if we were going
to attack the Central Hizh'!ands.
Therefore, they mustered their

Torces to defend Pleiku and
Kontum (north of Buon Me
Thuot —Ed); and left ‘ewer

troops in Dac Lac, that ic, the

southern part of the Cintral
Highlands. Buon e T'huot,
capital of Dac Lac province with
its 150,000 inhabitants, was a

political and economic centre of
the enemy and the headqui.rters
of the puppets’ 2ird Division.
Here top, the enemy had w-ong-
ly assessed our intention : they
believed that in 1975 we were
not yet strong enough to ettack
big provincial capitals and -ities
and that if we did attack ‘hese
centres, we could not hold them
against their counter-attacks
That is why, though Buor. Me
Thuot was a key position, the
enemy forces stationed 1there
were rather weak and expased,
and in fact the deeper we moved
into the provincial capital, the
weaker we found the enemy
positions to be.

Once Buon Me Thuot was lib-
erated, we believed the cnemv’s
defensive system in the Central
Highlands would be smashed,
creating for us a favourable
mobile position likely to change
the situation on the whole
battle-front.

After the decision to attack
Buon Me Thuot had been con-
firmed, I cabled comrade Le
Ngoc Hien in the Central High-
lands, recommending him to
stay there to make a more de-
tailed survey of the situation in
Buon Me Thuot instead of going
to Hanoi to report, then to return
to the HQs of Comrade Dong Si
Nguyen of command 559 (Trucng
Son Forces), in order to meet me
on my way southward to the
Central Highlands,

I stepped up preparations to
go to the froent. T went and took
leave of Comrade Truong Chinh,
who asked me about the health
of our men, about cur prepara-
tions, and wished me good suc-
cess, I met Comrade Le Duyc
Tho who shook hands with me
and said : “If this major battle
is won, it will provide us with
a4 new, and very advantageous
position. Look after yourself,
man.”

Late in January 1975, I called
on Comrade Le Duan. He remind-
ed me of the importance of the
Buon Me Thuot battle and the

No. 48— May 197

e P i e et P s+ e it n s e o L

Central Highlands campaign ag
a whole, then asked me :

“"Have you got enough men 7"

“Enough, 1 think.” 1 replied,
“If we know how to make proper
use of theni, we can get the
upper hand of the enemy.”

‘Do you need more forces 77
he repeated.

He was doing what he had
dane in my previous campaigns :
asking me about the forces at
my disposal, and whether we
needed some more aid from the
Party Central Committee, just
to make sure.

This time, he told me : “Think
hard, comrade, and try to find
out a correct method of fighting,
The Central Highlands battlefield

|

The Way to

CCORDING to our intelli-
A gence reports, on December
9 and 10, 1974, on the
fourth foor of the Independence
(Presidential -~ Ed.) Palace in
Saigon, Thieu met commanders
of all the puppet army corps and
military areas to speculate on
our activities in 1975. They came
to the following conclusion :

In 1975, we (the liberation
forces) could launch a campaicn
on a larger scale than in 1974
but smaller than in 1968. and
not so powerful as in 1972, It
was impossible for us to strike
at provinecial capitals or major
towns and cities, or if we could,
it was impossible for us to hold
them, except for small and iso-
lated provincial capitals like
Phuoc Lonz, Gia Nghia and so
on. They believed that our main
objective in 1975 was to take
back two and a half million peo-
ple in the plains, particularly
in the Mekong river delta, and
widen the liberated mountain
areas. Our objective, they believ-
ed, was to win some victories
in a bid to force them to imple-
ment scrupulously the Paris
Agreement on Viet Nam. They
believed that early in 1975, the
direction of our attacks would
be the Third Corps Area, mainly
Tay Ninh, which we would
eventually turn into the seat of
the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republje of
South Viet Nam. As to the time
to trigger our offensive, the
enemy guessed that we would
begin our campaign before or
after Tet (Lunar New Year's
Festival) and would fight until
June 1975, when we would take
a rest because the rainy season
would be setting in. Froceeding

can be a place to do big things.
Victory there can lead to a pns-
sibility which we are contemplat-
ing : to liberate south Viet Nam
this year.”

I then took leave of Comrades
Vo Nguyen Giap, Song Hao,
Hoang Van Thai and Le Quang
Dao of the Military Commission
Knowing that we shared the
same views and will, we did
not have much to say when part-
ing. Yet, both those who were
£oing to the front and those who
stayed behind to work in the
rear area fully agreed on one
point: that this time we must
bring about a change entirely

different from those resulting
from my previous operations.
the Front

from this appraisal, Thiey order-
ed the puppet army generals to
make pre-emptive attacks on the
liberation forces in an attempt
to foil our preparations. Tran
Thien Khiem, the then puppet
premier, conferred with the chiefs
of the military areas and milit-
ary sectors and asked them to
launch “urgent and instant paci-
fication” operations and “massive
concerted offensives” for three
months as from January Ist,
1975, to “deter the Viet Cong’s
Winter-Spring campaign”. In
view of such an appraisal of
the situation, the enemy omitted
to change their strategic disposi-
tion of forces with stronger
forces at the two ends of south
Viet Nam (the 1st and 3rd Corps
Areas).

In consequence, the 2nd Corps
Area, which included the Central
Highlands, had not been rein-
forced significantly,

EFarly in 1975, the enemy had
1,351,000 troops including 493,000
regulars, 475,000 regiona} troops,
381.000 armed “Popular Defence’
guiards, with 13 main force divi-
sions and 18 multi-battalion
ranger units, The enemy’s battle
array was as follows :

— The First Corps Area had
five regular divisions (including
two general reserve divisions)
and four multi-battalion ranger
units, 21 artillery battalions and
a number of artillery batteries
and platoons with 418 pieces,
five armoured regiments and six
tenk and armoured squadrons,
with 449 vehicles, and one air
force division with 96 fighter
planes.” The bulk of recular forces
were holding Hue and Da Nang
cities.

— The Second Corps Area had
two regular divisions and seven
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multi-hattalion ranger units, 14
artillery battalions and a number
of artillery batteries and pla-
toons,  with 382 pieces, five
armoured regiments and 13 ank
and armoured squadrons witiL 477
vehicles, and two air force iiivi-
siens with 138 fighter pl. nes.
Most of the regular forces 'vere
scattered to defend the Cer tral
Highlands, the Plains and co.istal
areas.

— The Third Corps Area had
three regular divisions and si.ven
multi-battalion ranger units 14
artillery battalions and a nuraber
of artillery batteries and nla-
toons with 376 pieccs, seven ar-
moured regiments angd 15 tank
and armoured Squadrons -vith
655 vehicles, and two air «¢ivi-
sions with 250 fighter planes. All
of the regular forces viere
stationed aroung Saigon.

-— The Fourth Corps Area had
three regular divisions, 18 multj-
battalion “civii guard” units 15
artillery battalions and 55 a.til-
lery battecies and Platcons with
380 pieces, five armoured ragij-
ments and 17 armoured squad-
rons with 493 vehicles, one air
force division with 72 fighter
planes and 580 ships and craft
of varioug kinds. The regular
forces were stationed in Can Tho
and Chuong Thien areas, along
Highway 4 ang the border ine.

Strategically, the enemy hadq
made a serigus mistake in their
appraisal of our forces and in-
tentions, 3 mistake leading to a
wrong  line-up of forces and
wrong combat plang which por-
tended a heavy sethack for them.

Our plane landed at Dcng Hoi
airfield where Comrade Dong Si
Nguyen, Commander of “Unit
99", was waiting for us, with
& number of cars of the Com-
mand, . which had come from
Quang Tri.

We drove to Quang Tri. The
road winding through Ie Thuy
and Ho Xa wag terribly bumpy,
Some of our men called it “the
worst road in Indochina”, At the
Ben Hai river bank, we went
upstream onboard g wooden
Sampan with an outboard motor.
It was a sunny day but the weaty,..
er was exceptionally cool there
Late in the afternoon, we landed

"Unit 559" was so called be-
cause it came into being in May
1859. It was attached to the
General Department of Logistics.
Like the logistics service of our
army, this unit has g long ais-
tory of building, fighting and
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development. It used to be a
perfect example of the revolu-
tionary princinle of always main-
taining an offensive position,
making good use of revolution-
ary violence and having a clear
and long perspective of the situa-
tion in order to E€nsure suycecess
in actien. Everything that our
logistics officers and men had
achieved had boen crowned with
Success.

The law of our revolutionary
war was to advance from the
use of small units at first to the
ultimate capability of employing
whole army corps, and armed
services coordinateq on a large-~
scale, and then to launch attacks
against towns and cities, and
Smash the enemy's nerve centres
in order to defc"aat them and 1ib-
erate our country. All this re.
quired wide roads and adeguate
mechanized meang of transport
to supply adequate food. weap-
onsand ammunition to the front,
The strategie rpad west of the
Truong Son Range, which finijsh-
ed buildine in ¥, was a
product of the heroic labour of
more than 30,000 armymen and
young labour volunteers. This
road helped bring the total
length of strategic and opera-
tional roads built throuchout the
war to  20.000 kilometres. The
finished 8-metre-wide and
1.000 km-long road now lay oven
before us. A 5,000-km pipe-line
running across deep rivers and
streams and along mountains,
many of them over 1,000 metres
high, was ready to provide enough
fuel to the battlefronts. Mare than
10,000 trucks were deployed,
coming from various military
zones, localities and the Ministry
of Communications and Trans-
port, ready as an additional
transport force for the front.

Like a good housewife, the
logistics service had on the one
hand to fulfil its yearly plans
for supplying the army, and on
the other hand, to store up re-
serves on a daily and even
monthly basts, on the whole south
Viet Nam front waiting for op-
rertunities to fulfil both its
domestic tasks toward our com-
batants and its international
obligations toward fraternal
countries. And, g very heart-
warmine thine was to seas our
rombatants movine toward the
front by mechanized transport,
and eating their fill at the front.
Even our A.72 C rations were
pretty good,

Also in the recent campaign,
our men on the battleflelds
began receiving a large quantity

of heavy guns and ammunition
produced early in 1973 by our
own national defence workers,
This can be regarded as an ini-
tial step of the technical revolu-
tion in our national defence in-
dustry.

The farther we moved toward
the front, the clearer we saw
the great strength of socialist
North Viet Nam as the rear area.
The rear is a factor decisive to
the vwictory of a revolutionary
war., The heroic people in the
rear, enduring and overcoming
innumerable difficulties and
hardships, did everything they
could and sent everything neceded
by the front, including their
beloved sons and husbands.

Upon arriving at the HQ@s of
Command 559, I saw comrade Le
Ngoc Hien, who had arrived by
car from the Central Highlands
and was already there tg meet
me.

Inside the thatch-roofed house
where | stayed, the night had
fallen long 2g0, but I stij]] lay
awake, thinking hard of the
coming tampaign. What shouyld
we do to win victory in the Cen-
tral Highlands, particularly how
should we attack Buon Me
Thuot ? How should we fight in
order to quicken the enemy's
collapse ?

A customary combat method
of mine recurred to my mind:
give surprise and surprise again
to the enemy, with lichtning
blows that would smash at onre
their nerve centres. But would
the actua} conditions permit us
to do this ?

Next morning, we got up early
to work, Comrade Hien reported
on the situation ip the Central
Highlands ang gave his ideas
about the Ccombat plans. T asked
comrades Dinh Due Thien and
Done Si Nguyen about logistics
breparations. They tolq me that
everything needed for the fight-
ing was already available for
action and pProposed that a
large-seale battle be laun-hed,
because there were enocugh food,
ammunition, fuel ang even
troop-carriers at our disposal.
Their assurances set oyr mind
at rest. As far ag logistics wark
is concerned, big battles ending
with big and quick victories not
only reduce supply work but also
enable us o capture more enemy
material and technical equip-
ment to replenish our own
forces.

On the followine day. com-
rade Dinh Duc Thien returned
to Quang Binh province to speed
up the iransfer of ammunition
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to the Central Highlands froat.
.While we continued ocur south-
ward trip, he personally directed
the transfer by telling the m:n
what kind of munitions th:y
should take and in what ord-r.
The signboards of our cars were
painted over with the lett(rs
TS. 50, meaning that they hid
the priority Number One reservad
for our troops on the Truo1g
Son front.

On the strategic road, oair
Sappers were repairing damagad
sections and girl volunteers were
singing while working, talking
and laughing merrily, and wav-
ing goodbye to us.

“Hey Chief!” One of them
shouted. “Tet is drawing neir,
and we haven't had any letters
from home 1"

We stopped and presented t.ie
girls with some hundred hair-
pins as gifts,

Long convoys of trucks whizh
had just brought ammunition to
the front, were rolling back to
the North along the road. Sorie
drivers put their hands through
their cabin doors and yelled :
“Hey Chief ! We're already on the
eve of Tet, and we haven't got
a single cigarette left!”

We handed them a number of
packets as gifts for Tet.

On our way southward. we
caught up with the 3i6th Divi-
sion, For the first time, the

whole division was going to the .

front by mechanjzed means -— on
500 trucks. It had been ordered
absolutely not to use its radio
devices from the moment it set
out until the moment it opened
fire, in order to keep secret. We
had intercepted enemy radio
reports saying that they had lost
sight of our 316th Division and
knew nothing more of its where-
abouts. Our combatants on the
trucks looked healthy and happy,

singing and waving their hats

to us, while tanks, armoured cars
and heavy trucks tugging artil-
lery pieces and other vehicles of
all kinds rumbled along the
road. following one ancther in
an endless procession toward the
battlefield,

How beautiful the road to the
front was in that season !

On the eve of Tet, we took
a rest at the HQs of the 4%0th
Engineering Division installed at
Ia Drang. A few days earlizr,
enemy A.37 aircraft had bombad
a place nearby setting afire two
vehicles. Still, our officers and
men in the Division HQs wore
welcoming Tet in all tranquil-
lity, with electric light shaded
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for anti-airraid purposes and
iluminating all parts" of . the
compound.

On the first day of " Tet, our
men displayed on the tables

~lutinous rice cakes, meat-pie,
“weets, cakes and jam, and
cigarettes. We all enjoyed Tet
nd wished one another fresh
Xploits in the new year. -

Deployment

RRIVING in the Central
Highlands, T set up my
headquarters in an area

west of Buon Me Thuot, near
the Front Command’s Headquar-
ters. The place where we settled
down was in a green forest, next
to a palm-tree grove whose
fallen leaves covered the ground
like a golden carpet. Whenever
people trod upon them, the leaves
crackled like girdle-cakes. A
mere spark here could set the
forest on fire, causing great
difficulties for our }aison agents
as telephone lines kept break-
ing down, Every time, after hav-
ing ceonnected the wires again,
they would come back with faces
black like miners just out of a
pit. Yet, another tsouble was
that whenever a herd of from
40 to 50 elephants moved through
our area, they wouid snap the
telephone lines although these
were hung high on the trees.
On behalf of the Military Com-
mission of the Viet Nam Work-
ers' Party Central Committee and
the VPA High Command, I
conferred immediately with the
Front Commanders. As we had
decided, ! declared the formation
of the Central Highlands Com-
mand with Lieutenant-General
Hoang Minh Thao as Chief;
Colonel Nguyen Wiep, Political
Commissar; Colonel Phi Trieu
Ham, Deputy Political Commis-
sar ; Major-General Vu Lang and
Colonels Phan Ham. Nruven Lang
and Nguyen Nang deputy chiefs.
Reviewing the situation, we
agreed that the enemy regular
forzes in the Central Hizhlands
then included one infantry divi-
sion, seven multi-battalion rans-
er units {equivalent to 10 regi-
ments} four armoured regiments,
eight artillery battalions and one

air division. Their main object -

was to defend the northern
area of the Central Highlands,
where they had stationed. eight
infantry regiments. four armour-
ed regiments. while there were,
in the southern part, only two
infantry regiments.

The enemy had so deployed
their forces because Major-Gen-
erai Pham Van Phu, Comman-
der of the Second Corps Area
and Second Army Corps of the
puppet army, had predicted that

“’leiku would certainly be attack-
rd. because it was the seat of the
.Airmy Corps Headquarters, and,
hesides serving as a good spring-
hoard for widering our attacks
:n the direction of Binh Dinh
orovince, it was situated conve-
niently near the Liberation Ar—
10y’s supply line and rear bases.
*hu had always been absessed
by what the imperialists and
‘their stcoges believed to be an
i xiom: “He who controig the
“entral Highiands will control
the whole of south Viet Nam”
ind by the balief thatthe Libers
ition Army’'s decisive blow in
the Central Highlands must he
c'ealt at Pleiku and Kontum, and
that cnce Pleiku and Kontum
were lost, Buon Me Thuot would
fall too.

Although the enemy forces, in
the Central Highlands had to be
scattered to defend many possible
targets, and their reserve forces
in the Second Corps Area were
iimited, they could still move
rome units from the First and
Third Corps Areas to the Cen-
tral Highlands, if we did not
mount attacks there in coordina-
tion with those in the Central
Highlands battlefield, to prevent
them from being still capable of
sending reinforcements to defend
the Central Highlands.

Our forces engaged in the cam-
paign comprised regular units in
the Central Highlands, regular
units from the High Command,
and those from our Fifth Mili-
tary Zone, which were all rather
well replenished and well pre-
pared, had a high determination
and were in fine spirits. Many'
of these wunits were familiar
with ™ this theatre of operation,
and had had many fichting ex-
periences. The network of roads
designed to facilitate the move-
ments of our troops during the
campaign had already been built,
our men were pretty well sup-
plied materially, and the com-
mands at various echelons had
been set up and were ready for
ihe campaign. Compared with
the enemy in the whole campaign
area. our infantry was noet much
fuperior in numbers. But due to
cur concentration of troops we
had achieved superiority in the
key area of the campaign. We
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