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VIETCONG CONTROL PHUOC LONG, TAY NINH RADAR SITE ABANDONED f/7
5 e

Radlo Contact Lost 6 Jan
Saigon Domestic Service In Vietnamese 0LOO GMT 7 Jan 75 SG

[Text] Followlng 1s a report on the communists' peace-sabotaging activities: At 2300 last
night, commmist troops, supported by tanks, launched attacks on the headquarters of the
Fhuoc Long provincial military sector. Our combatants statloned there, supported by the
air force, vigorously counterattacked and repulsed many frenzied waves of assaulf by

the communlst treoops, inflizting heavy losses on them,

T™e battles continued until 0100 this morning, and then all radio emmbtact with the head-
guarters of the Thuoc Long movincial military sector were interrupted. However, ocur air-
craft continued to maintain radio contact with our unlts stationed cutside the headquarters.

Reports by our ailr force indicate that at leest six more communist tanks were destroyed
around the headquarters of the military sector and that many btodles of communist troops
were seen. Varlous reports also Indicate that the battles continued until thls morning in
many areas inside Fhuoc Long nrovincial capltal between our comhatants and the communist
troops. Our pllots have seen many fires.

T Jan Communist Seizure
Fong Kong AFP in English 1043 GMT 7 Jan 75 OW

TExcerpts] Saigon, Jan 7 {AFF}--Natlonel Liberatlon Front and North Vietnamese forces
are now 1n control of Phuoc Long Province after the government command pest in the pro-
vince's capltal Phuoc Binh 120 kms (75 miles) north of Salgon fell to the Jolnt forces
today, a government communigue said.

It sald that at 2:%0 am planes lost contaet with defence units in the military sector
and that the command of the Third Military Hegion had lost all contact with Phuoc Binh.

Meanwhile in Tay Ninh Province, 90 lms (56 miles) northwest of Salgon, government forces
abandoned a radar and communicatilons post on Black Virgin mountain, 11 kms (7 mlles)
from the provineial capital of Tay Ninh.

The commnique sald communists made a heavy artillery attack on the post Monday night
destroying almost all of the communications equipment. Government forces and telecom-
munications personnel were ordered to evacuate the post and pull back to another position.
The fall of the Black Virgin mountain post was alsc serious because government forces can
now expect commmists to train thelr artillery on the city of Tay Ninh. The military
situation was regarded &s all the more serious for the government because Phuoc long and
Tey inh ar: nelghtoring provinces. Both provinces also share borders with Cambodia
where the North Vietnamese and NLF forces reinstalled supply bases after the American-
South Vistnamese offensive iIn Cambodfa In 1970 against “"viet Cong sanctuaries'.
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Dereated Troops Fiee, Now Trapped
Hong Kong AFP in English 0825 GMT 7 Jan 75 BK

(Excerpts] Saigen, Jan. 7 {AFP)-~-The Luik of government forces defending the provincial
capltal of Phuoc 3inh have ,led the eily 1itself and are now %rapped just north of the
cify between the Song Be River and attacking communist forces, according to military
sources here,

& military spckesmsn saild that Colonel Kguyen Tnong Thanh, who 15 in charge of the province
and sector, was maintaining radic contoct with the high command. He said reinforcements
had been sent to the area bui that the enemy had greatly increased its potential in

tanks, artillsry end anci-alrcraft defence.

fle adde¢ that & cargo C-130 plane had been destroyed vwhen it attempted to land at Pnuc:
Bilah since fighting began in *hat area, but that no cother aircraft had been lost.

VIETNAM PRESS 7 Jan Report
Saigon VIETNAM FRESS ir ‘Bnglish 7 Jan 75 Bvening Edition 3G

[Excerpnts] Saigon, (VP} 7 Jan--~Redio contact with Fhuoc Long sector command was reported
lost &2t 1:00 2m Tuesday 7 Jan after communist troops, led by tanks, attacked the command post.

Pighting in Fhuce Long c¢lty has been continuing. Only radic contact between VNAF pllote
and a govermment unit outside the sector commend 1s available now.

Military sources saild Tnesday that at 11:00 mm Monday, elements of the 1lWlst and 155th
Reglments of the VNA 7th Division and the 271st Red Independent Regiment, supported by a
tank bettaliou, launches a serles of =ttacks on Phuoc Long sector but wers driven back
by govermment defenders supported by alrplanes until the loss of radlo contact at 1 am
Tuesday.

Fighting betwsen government forces and the enemy in Phuoc Long ¢ity was reported by VAR
airplanes as contiruirg with many flames in many places In the provincilal capital. VNAF
pllots reported that at least six enemy tanks were destroyed around the sector c-mmand.

Military spokesman It Col Le Trung Hien said contact with the sector commandsr had been
availeble uwntil redlo contact was lost. Lt Col Hien said the sitwation in Phuoc Long was
critical because the comrunists tried to oceupy the provincial capital at any cost, even
if they had sustalned heavy losses.

He sald government forces in Fhuoc Long were not short of ammunition and food.

Since the battles in FPhuoec Long broke out, 26,000 Inhabitants were reportedly trapped in
the provincia) capital,

The spokesman sald reports on casualties or government forces, civilians and enemy forces
were not avallable yet.
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Tefeated Troope Flee, Now Trapped
Hong Kong AFP in BEnglish 0825 GMT T Jen 75 BK

[Excerpts] Salgon, Jan. 7 {4FP)--The bu.k of government fcreces defending the provincial
capital of Phuoc Binh have cled the cily 1tself and are nov %rapped Just north of the
city between the Soag Be River end attacking communist forces, according to military
Sources nere,

A military spckesm<n scid that Colonel Xguyen Thong Thanh, who Is in charge of the province
and sector, was ma‘intaining radio contact with the high command. He said reilnforcements
had been sent to the area but that the enemy had greatly increased 1ts potential in

tanks, osrtiliery Cnd anci-aireraft defence.

e added that a cargo C-13%0 plane had been aestroyed when 1t attempted to land at Fnucd
Biah since fighting began in that area, but that no cther aircraft had been lost.

VIZTNAM PRESS 7 Jan Report
Saigon VIETHAM PFRESS In Bnglish 7 Jan 75 Bvening Edition SG

[Bxcerpts) Salgon, (VP} 7 Jan~-Radlo contact with Phuoc Long sector command was raported
lost &t 1:00 #m Tuesday 7 Jan after communiet troops, led by tanks, gttacked the command post.

Fighting in Prucc Long =ity has been continuing. Only radlc contact between VNAF pllote
and a government unit ouiside the sector commend is avallable now.

Military sources sald Tuesday that at 11:00 pm Monday, elements of the l4lst and 165th
Regiments of the VNA Tth Division and the 27lst Red Independent Reglment, supported by a
tank battalic., launche?® 8 seriles of attacks om Phuoe Long sector but were driven back
by government defenders supported by alrplanes wtil the loss of radlo econtact at 1 am
Tuesday.

Pighting batween government forces and the enemy in Fhuoc Long c¢ity was reported by VINAF
ailrplanes as continuing with many flames in many places in the provincilal capital. VHAF
pllots reported that at least six enemy tanks were destroyed around the sector cimmand.

Military spokesman I+ Col Le Trung Hien said contect with the sector commander had been
avallable until rsedio contact was lost. It Col Hien sald the situation in Phuoc Long was
critical bhecause tha communists triled to occupy the provinclal capital at any cost, even
if they had sustained heavy losses.

He sald governmment forces In Phuoc Long were not short of ammunitien and food.

Since the battles in Phuoc Long broke ocut, 26,000 inhabitants were reportedly trapped in
the provincial capiltal.

The spoleesmen s2ld reports on casualties of govermment forces, civilians and enemy forces
wvere not available yet.
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VIETCONG CONTROL PHUOQZ IONG, TAY NWINH RADAR SITE ABANDONED
Radio Contact lost § Jan
Sailgon Domestic Service iIn Vietnamese QN00Q GMT 7 Jan 75 SG

[Text] Following 1s a report on the communists! peace-sabotaging activities: 4t 2300 last
night, commmnist troops, supported by tanks, launched attacks on the headquarters of the
thuoc Long provincial military sector. Our combatants stationed there, supported by the
alr force, vigorously counterattacked and repulsed many frenzied waves of assault by

the communist troops, inflicting heavy losses on them.

The battles continued until 0100 this morning, and than all radic comtact with the head-
quarters of the Phuce Long provincial military sector were interrurted. However, cur air-
craft continusd to maintain radlo contact with our units statloned outside the headquarters.

feports by our alr force indicate that at least six more communist tanks were destroyed
arcund the headquarters of the military sector and that many bodles of communist troopz
were seen. Various reports also indicate that the battles continued until this moming in
mény areas inside Fhuoc Long provincial capital between our comhatants and the communist
troceps. Our pllots have seen many fires.

7 Jan Communist Seilzure
Fong Kong AFP In English 1043 GMT 7 Jan 75 OW

"Excerpts] Salgon, Jan 7 {AFP)--National Liberation Front and North Vietnamese forces
are now in control of Fhuoc Ieng Province after the government command post in the pro-
vince's capital Phuoc Binh 120 kms (75 miles) north of Salgon fell to the Joint forces
today, a government commmnique said,

It saild that at 9:30 am planes lost contact with defence units 1in the military sector
and that the command of the Third Military Reglon had lost all contact with Phuoc Binh.

Meanwhile in Tay Ninh Province, 90 kms {56 miles) northwest of Salgon, government forces
abandoned a radar and communications post on Black Virgin mountain, 11 kms (7 miles)
from the provincial ecapital of Tay Ninh.

The communique sald cormunists made a heavy artillery attack on the post Monday night
destroying almost all of the communications equipment. Government forces and telecom-
munications personnel were ordered to evacuate the post and pull back to another position,
The fall of the Black Virgin mountain post was alsc serious because government forceg can
now expect commnists to train their artillery on the city of Tey Ninh. The military
sltuation was regarded as all the more serious for the government because Fhuoc long and
Tey #inh ars neighboring provinces. Both provinces also share borders with Cambodia
where the North Vietnamese and NLF forces relnstalled supply bases after the American-
South Vietnamese offensive In Cambodlia in 1970 against "Viet Cong sanctuaries",
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It is impessibls to say how long fhuoc Leng garrison forces could hold on, Lt Col Hien
mid and descrited government combatants' efforts as "mervelcus™ since they éxe faclng
communlist forces four times superier In number to fthemn.

Lt ¢ol Hien saild Fhuoc Ilong defenders met with mere difficultiles in cemparison wid: the
An Loc situaticn in 1372. According tc the spokesman, while communist troops had Lanks,
there wss no government armered cavalry unit in Phuoe leng. Morecver, the enemy have used
a division in full strength snd supperted by an independent reglment, a tank bottallon
aleng with meny artillery snd antl-alrcraft units for the offensive sgeinst fhuoe Long.

Tc date, he saild, 29 enemy banks have been destroyed on Fwoc Long front. Each Red tank
unit counts from 25 to 30 tanks, and the tank unit in Phuoc Long was part of the enemy
tsnk brigade in Loc Ninh. Thus, he added, the enemy might have used one more tank unit
for the attacks against Phuoc Long city last night.

Communists Continue Advance
Hong Kong AFP in English G500 GMT 7 Jan 75 BK

[Text] Saigon, Jan 7 (AFP)--The Scuth Vietnamese military spokesman sald this morning the
government command post inside the besieged provinclal canital of Phucc Binh had been under
continuous communlst attack since 11 pm last night and radle contact was broken.

The spokesman estimated the North Vietnamese~-Vieg Cong attacking force at division
strength, backed by 3 batsallon with from 25 to 30 tanks. The attacks was preceded by
cevaral waves of artillery shelling--a literal rain of shells, he sald--even heavier than
garlier in the sileze.

The spokesman said fighting was so Inftense 1t was Impossible to say who controlled the city
220 ks {75 miles) north of Salgon.

The communlsts had decided to take the province, the spokesman sald, and we see nothing
capable of stopping them for now In thelr determinaticn.

T Jsn Thieu Statement
Salgon Dem2etis Service iIn Vietnamese 1200 GMT 7 Jan 7% SG

fappeal issued 7 January by President Neuyen Van Thieu on the Phuoc Long situatione-read
by announcer)

[Text] Compatriots and brother and sister combatants and cadres natlonwide: This mornink,
T January 1975, our Fhuoc Binh provincial capital was overrun after our combatants and
compatrlots had fought courageously for 25 days under extremely difficul%t and perilous
conditlions against the North Vietnamese Tth Divisilen, supported by artillery, antiairerart
unlts, missile units, tanks and sappers, whoese troop strength and firerower were much
greater than ours. Iowever, the North Vietnamese communist troops had to pay a very dsar
price. The Phucc Long combatants, cadres and compatriots inflicted heavy losses on them
in lives, weapons and other matearilel, including some 25 destroyed tanks.

Throughout the province, épart from our combatants, there are now more than 42,000
compatriots, including 26,000 compatrilots in the Phuoc Binh provineial capital, most of
them women and children. Their fate 1s a source of deep concern to all of us.

As far as we are concerned, the North Vietnamese communist troops! attack on and occupatien
of FPhuoe Long must be considered a transient [rfact].
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Howevar, to take note of the lofty sacrifices of the combatants, cadres and eompatriots
who have courageously sacrificed themselves for the fatherlard and to demonstrate our
sympathy for Phuoec Long, which is looking to us in its grieveus and difficult moments,
let all ecompatriots and brother and sister combatants and cadres nationwide Join me

in turning our complete attention to that heroic land.

I call on compatricts throughout the country to dedicate 3 full days, starting § Jaruary
1975, to hclding memorial seérvices and prayer sessions. Throughout this period of
meditation, let all compatriots avoid all forms of luxury and suspend all recreational
activities of any kind. To ali of us, these 3 days will demonstrate the singlemindeness,
unanimity and indomitability of all the socuthern people, who are determined to oppose
the North Vietnamese communist aggressors.

LPA REPORTS ON SPECIAL COMMUNIQUE DENOUNCING 'U.3.-THIEU CRIMES'

LPA From North Vietnam [Clandestine] in English to East Europe and the PFar East 1522 gM%
3 Jan 75 BK

[Text] 8outh Vietnam Jamuary 3 LPA--The Committee to Denounce the War Crimes committed
by the U.S. imperialists and their henchmen in South Vietnam Jamary 1st. 1975 issued

a speelal sommnique on the erimes perpetrated by the U.S5. and the Thieu administration
against the South Vietnamese people in the past two years of implementing the Paris
agreement on Vietnam: The ccmmunique pointed cut: "The Paris Agreement on Ending the
War ard Restoring Peace in Vietnam has come into forece for two years now. But in the
past two years, in South Vietnam shooting has not yet ended and a real peace iz not

yet restored. The South Vietnamese people have been still subjected to endless killing,
terror and repression, The cause of that situation is that the U.3S. Government whose
top leader, Nixon formerlyand noWw ¢. Ford, has refused to put an end to its aggression
and military involvement and interference in the internal afrfairs of South Vietnam.
Meanwhile the Saigon administraticn, abetted, financed, armed and commanded by the United
States, has etepped up the war, and sericusly and eystematically undermined the Paris
agrasment, partienlarly the pravisions on the cease-fire, the return of captured military
and eivilian personnel and the guarantee of demoeratic liberaties of the people, thus
piling up heincus erimes against the South Vietnamese people.,”

The communique then provided concrete proofs of the erimes of the Nguyen Van Thieu
administration in increasing land-grabbing operations and "pacification" raids and
using bombs, shells arnd toxic chemicals to obliterate villages and kill the people
ir the liberated area; amd trampling underfoot democratic liberaties, repressing,
terrorizing and exploiting the people in the areas under its control.

The eommunique said: "In the past two years {up tc Jeeember 20, 1974} the Saige-
administration mobilized almost all its armed forces to carry cut over 58,717 i:ud-
usurping operations against the liberated zone. Wherever they went, Thieu's treops
killed the people, plurdered their property and burnt down their houses. 1In the
meantime, Salgon airerarft and artillery carried out :xtermination raids, and tanks
and bulldozers devastated and leveled orchards and paddy-fields and even obliterated
hamlets or villages. From January 28, 1973 to November 30, 1974 there were 1,728
hamlets subjected to clearing operations, 300 of them were completely razed to the
ground., Bombe of various types, from anti-personnel bombs te T~-ton bomba, from
napalm boribs to phosphorous bombs, and shells and bombs containing toxic che: -1 s
have been used against the people. By November 3C,1G74 Salgon aircraft flew u4: 000
missions dropping nesrly 180,000 bombs and Saigon artillery fired mores than six
million rounds.
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However, to take note of the lofty sacrifices of the ecombatants, cadres and compatriots
whe have courageously sacrificed themselves for the fatherlard and to demonstrate our
sympathy for Phuoe Long, which is looking to us in its grievous and diffieult moments,
lat all compatriots and brother and sister combatants and ecadres nationwide join me

in turning our complete attention to that heroie land.

I call on compatriots throughout the country to dedicate 3 full days, starting 8 Jamary
1975, to hclding memorial services and prayer sessions. Throughout this period of
meditation, let all compatriots avoid all forms of luxury and suspend all recreational
activities of any kind. To ali of us, thesa 3 days will demonstrate the singlemindeness,
unanimity and indomitability of all the southern people, who are detertined to oppose
the North Vietnamese communist aggressors.





