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PLA. YING FOR TIME 

On D eccmbc:.: 26. 19]-l. fo· the third tillle' the 

trial of the pape,l:s Chit!" Luan, Tia Sang, Dien Titl , 
and Dong Phuong was put oH until F('brl1a t"y 20, 

19 75, when two other papers, the Song Than and 

Dai Dan Toe \\Iou ld be facing prosecution too, all 

the six undeT cha:..-ge of "disrespect. to the 

PresidenL " 

Why such a series of adjournments? Because 

during that December 26 sitting, the ddcncc of the 

first four papers forced with crushing ru"gumC'nt the 

Thien men to comply with the riemand of the 

" L awye:fs' Fore('s Militating {or Freedom and 

Democracy" that. Thieu and his depu t y 'fran Van 

Huong appear as witnesses before the t r ibuna l. 

Nat.urally the whole of Saigon was gratified at 

Thieu's position between t he devil Mld the (leep sea. 

J~e would like to strike at 'these hosti le papers t o 

dlsco~rage ~he opposition which has been clamouring 

{or hIs resIgnatIon and st amp out the m ass move­

ment. But the fiTmnes~ of the latter, addc.:d to t he 

stormy protest. of the pt.'oplc made him think twice. 

Clearance of the accused papers would be t a nta­

mount to a tacit adm ission of the charges they 

had made public and other accuSc.l.tions If'yclled at 

h~s. ~asc~sl . bellici:;t and corrupt dictatorship, C Oll­

vlctmg them \vould sound like a (lenial of his oft­

repcated p:cofessiom; Of . , tn'edom' and ., dC'mo-

Her e and The r e 

tI\t 2 'T \975 
cracy " and {our oil on the fi ro .. , Playing foe timt' 

rema ined then the only option to m aintain the 

threat, save face and tcmporariJy dodg<' universal 

f ir€' , 

THE BEST SOLUTION 

But the t r ick after all is but II lllakeHhift, and 110 

solulion. \ s a matter of fact, on the same December 

26, hu nch-cds of demonst rators clamoured for Thieu's 

appeanmce in court, many leaders of antagonistic 

ticcts {or his resignation aud nearly all Saigonese 

uewspaperti suspended pubJic..1.tion in p rotest , 

A s far as it was concerned, Sa igOJl gave onl y 

another proof of its craftiness. cruelty, .ecalci­

trance and w('a k posture a s well. 

Put its fooL down or throw up the sponge ? H is 

Yankee advisers can show bi.m a way out, can't 

tbcy? 

I knew of a chari table soul read V to provide him 

wi [h a free bit of advice, which 'could b e sealed 

into a. little b ag of b rocade like jn the <tHcient 

times, b earing this terse sentence : 

RESIGN BEFORE FEBRUARY 20, ' 975 , 

A BIT OF HISTORY 

it is feared that the picc(' of advice will not be 

any use to Thi .. ,u who cann oL bring hi m self to t.ake 

it. \Visdom may come very lale to some but. to 

this thick head . Moreover his Yankee bos~es conti­

nut· to back h im. 

By sending to Saigon on J anuary 7 lhe US Under 

Sccrclary of Sta.te on a f<lct-finding tour with a view 

to increasing US aid to Thien , by d ispatching the 

a ircraft carrier Enterpl'ise and otller warships from 

t he Phil ippines to South Vie t Nam high seas, to 

reinforce the Coral Sea already Oll duty there. T he 

next day, Gaylor, US commander in the Pacific 

declared that US inlervcnhon jn a ll and any situa­

ti.ons was not ruled alIt and that every material d.id 

Sl lOU} (1 be available lo T hieu (A Pl. 

Those movcs and thc continua l shuttle to <lnd from 

Saigon of a string of high CIA, Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, State Department officia ls as \'lell as th(' 

recent stat ements and Charges of the State and 

Defence Departments aga.inst Viet Nam only betray 

the Ford Administration 's scheme to prepare public 

opin ion for a stepped-up intervention. for greater aid 

to Thieu to push up the wa.r and undermine the 

Paris Agreement. 

The South V ietnamese people and armed forces 

wi ll not stand idle wh :ile their rC\'olutionary gains 

are threat.ened with ob literation . T he severe punish­

ment they have inflicted all the wreckers of the 

Agreement is p roof (,llongh of their state o{ m imI. 

I s it. necessary t.o remi.nd Thien and his American 

protcct(h'S of what happened quite a long time ago 

to a. Vi_ctnamese Th.'lledici Arnold, Tran l ch Tae 

and to Riel lar el \V. Nixon and hh·; predecessors only 

recently? 

HUONG NA M 
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