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[Text] South Vietnam February 26 LPA--sail'<!n ~ilies y.st.rday reported the "nation 
and society' group of the Saigon lover house recently held a press .... ting to denounce 
the Thieu administration for continuously ordering po1ic .... n to ruthl.ss1y repress 
"deputies" of the Saigon regime, stUdents, pupils and p.op1e. 

At the pres. meeting, the "deputies" who had been savagely manhandled by Thi.u's 
policemen on February 20, 1975, d.nounc.d the Thieu administration for the fifth time 
[for] .ending pOlice to beat "deputies' and injure them right in the .tr.ets in Saigon. 

Also at the press ... eting. "MPs" belonging to the '""tion and society" group de ... nd.d 
the Thieu administration to set free ~7 stUdents and pupils arrested and detained since 
September 1974 and 27 others on February 20. 

Saigon BUddhists Denounce Thieu 
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[Text] South Vietnam February 26 LPA--The Vietnam United BUddhists Association (An 
Quang) recently denounced the Nguyen Van Thieu administration for feverishly conducting 
roUndups in pagodas and temples to draft Buddhist re1igioni.ts into the Saigon army, 
Saigon daily OAI DAN TOC (GREAT NATION) reported ye.terday. 

Particularly on February 18, 1975. the Thieu administration ordered a regional 
battalion together with police to search pagodas in the surrOUndings of Tra On district 
town (Vinh Long Province) and arrested nearly 100 BUddhist., the .a .... daily further 
made knovn. 

JIIoreover. Thieu ordered poHce to .ea1 off Thuoc lIau pagoda. Some }OO BUddhists and 
hUndredS of people in the said pagoda resolutely struggled to prevent saigon poHce to 
break into the pagoda. Two BUddhists and a 70-year-old woman [as received] resolved to 
immolate them.e1ves to protest against Thieu agents' roundups and attempts to get into 
the pagoda. 
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In the three days ending February 19. 1975. the Th1eu clique in Tra Vinh military 
sector ordered the ~O~th and 522d "Civil Guard" Battalions together w1th police and 
"militia" forces under the Cover of an M-llJ squadron to round up Ta Ron. Tac Ho, vam 
Ray and Ba 'l'u.c pagodas and [the] cao Oai Holy See in Tra Cu distriot town (Tra Cu 
district), Ba S1 pagoda (cang Long district) and others in cau Ngang. Tieu Can, cau Ke 
and Chau Thanh districts ot Tra Vinh province. After hurling tear gas grenades into the 
said pagodas. Saigon raiders broke into them. preasganging over ~OO monks and nuns, 
and other religionists. 

Thousands of people including Khmer nationals together w1th Buddhists. catholiCS, 
caoda11sts and a n1lllber of "militiamen" and local Saigon administrative agents with 
knives. hammers. sticks and stones fought back against Saigon raiders for freedom of 
belief. The people and "popular defense" members in Tra Cu and !l1au Thanh districts 
with band grenades killed two Saigon tyrannical agents and won back many arrested 
religionists. 


