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Dear Mr. President: 

Saigon, Viet-Nam 
February 26,1975 

President Ford has asked me to transmit to you the follow­
ing message . 

"Dear Mr. President: 

Your thoughtful letters of January 24 and 25 come 
at a time when Vlet-Nam 1s very much on my mind and on 
the minds of other people pere and throughout the world, 
T, share you~onccrn about North Viet-Nam's failure to 
o~serve the most fundamental p"rovi'sions of the . Paris 

, Agreement and about the heightened level o! North Vlet­
. /. ~ . "'-P1ese military pressure, I wish to assure you that this 

.. -. ~ )~- .. ,.~ver:n~~n~ .. ~\'ill continue to press for the full implementation 
.,_ " "h -'th1~18f~_ement. 

" ~~~ .. ' . 

One!' ago'\n tne South Vietnamese people and Armed 
forces are effe¢\-tively demonstrating their determination 
to resist Hapel's a1.\\.ac~s.: Des'pite your existing limitations 
on ammunition an~ .Otiher FHgplies, 1 was particularly im­
pres~ed by t1~e performan~e 'ot?'oW' forces at the Phuoc Long 
prOVlnce cilpnal and at R~r)Oen _ Mountain, where they were 
overwhelmed only by qre"nY~.f.l..~perior numbers after being 
cut off from resupply and rf~hlorV"~~ent. 

Even though your o!f~;. to relps~~lule negotiations 
have been rejected thus far. they cjeqr J\y demon strate that 
it is the communist side .. - not the J\epulli.t~c of V~et-Nam 
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which 1s prolonging the war. We continue to b~lieve 

that implementation of the Paris Agreement, with direct 

negotiations between the Vietnamese parties I is the 

quickest/ most appropriate . and most effective way to 

end the bloodshed in Vlc t-Nam. We strongly support 

your efforts to reswne negotiations and will make every 

effort to provide the assistance that is so necessary to 

your struggle until peace comes. 

The path to peace is never easy. It has been extra­

ordlnar1jy long and cHfficult in Viet-Nam. But I remain 

hopeful that if we persevere we wU. yet reach our objective . 

of a fair peace, a lasting p~ace and a peace which is 

consistent with the Will of the Sout~ Vielnamese people -­

justifying the sacrifl"ces of the Vietnamese and AmerIcan 

peoples, . 

Sincerely, . 

Gerald R , Ford" 

WHli r~new~d assurances of my highest consideration, 

S!ncerely, 
.. \\:.. ., . 

--<i :-~ h. ~. 
", ' -~r­
'.'- , ,. . '~r~ham Martin 

, ....... " 
C,· " , 

:, . r;': 

.' . 

. , , , 


