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~'3 ' , '31'-

T
HIS year, l:ip ring came rather SOOn in t~l<" W est· 

ern Plut (',a ux. Tn the warm SUll, aprIcot fJow . 

crS blos5Qmed into ::\ riot of gold, breathing 

youth!u 1 freshness. 

Leaving the fore.st, we took N~ltiollal Honie NO.l1' 

011 dozens of kilometers, tillS famous st rategic 

artery looked like an jmfllrnSe exhibition ,ar~a. 

From the vicinity of Kontutn through the H HIng 

riveT, Dien Binh, Tan Canh, Dakto to the border 

of Quang Nam province, eVf'rywherc co?ld be found 

evidences of the enemy's IO:lthsome cnmes amI of 

our liberation ::trmed forces' feat s-of-arms_ 

We passed by bombed-out churches. common 

grdoves where were buried victims of US ch~jc.."l! 

weapons, thickly-craterized . orcha~ds and fields, 

wreckages of copters a.nd arbl1ery pieces, sm ashed, 

rusted tanks and a rmour looming here and there 

cunidst sweet potato and cassava field s or on the 

roadside. 

However, among this shanlbles. a sapful new l ife 

was budding. 

On the banks of the Poko • river 

Standing on a height formerly called "Ba.oe.NO.24", 

a young liberation fighter waved his hand in a 

circular m otion. 

"This whole region of Dakto-Tan Canh, he told 

us, a proud note ringing in the voice, will ~oon 

becom e a new economic zone with coffee, tea and 

cassava plantations all over. Cassava, you know, 

js a blessing to us, feeding us with its tubers in the 

h ard days of the r esistance. It can now be used in 

manufachuing a lot of foodstuffs; sugared jelly, 

sweets and pastry of all kinds" . 

After lunch, we attended the inauguration of an 

irrigation ditch on a former battlefie ld . The ditch 

canalized the water of a strc:un to service t he fields in 

the surroundings of T an Canh township. W e had been 

prescnt at m any inaugurating ceremonies of water 

conservancy works tllat much bigger than this, howev­

er, never before had such a strong feeling taken hold 

of us_ In seein~ those boys and girls who tire lessly 

riveted. their eyes upon the fresh current rushing 

down the mountain slope and who jubilantly min­

gled their shouts with the sounds of cymbals and 

drumbeats, we realized how much they had toiled 

and what great hope they pinn ed on tills. TIle a rea, 

not long ago charred by napalm and churned b y 

b ombs, was regaining life. 

The construction site of Dien liinh dam, like the 

Tan Canh irrigation channel, lay next to Rout(' 

No.q. It was a small-sized. work, but, taking account 

of the scanty m anpower and technical means avail­

ah lc in the Western Plateaux, one cou1d easily 

llndprstand wbat an amount of exertion was needed 

for tbi ... . Iu these closing clays of the ye..1.r, the si te was 

constantly bustling with activity. Units of the Union 

of People's Revolutionary youth affilia.ted to servi ­

ces of Konlum province, worked eV('n in Sunday s . 

De legates to the provincial Congre&; of the Youth 

Uuion dedicated a whole day to the construction 

work. 

By this shaping reservoi r was h e ld an artjstic 

festival in which took part by representatives of all 

nationalities living all tht: banks of the Poko river: 

sturdy Bana. Ede, M'nollg boys with their shield 

dance, drum and cymbal dance, lovely Sed:mg girls 

w it h thei r revolutionar y songs on nationa.l tunes. 

On one o{ these 50irces , we made acquaintance 

with A Mon, a young Sedang national, commander 

of the vil1ag~ militia unit . At the head of h is men, 

he b ad fought tough battles in enemy-held areas. 

After Jibcration in 197'2, he led his fe llow-villa­

gers into an ebullient campaign to bui ld the f ree 

zone. 

A Mon is onc of those most ty-pifcl.l representatives 

of the youth in tbe Westell,l l:'lateaux, who are 

shaping the perennial spring of their native land. 
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HE 300 million dolia.r" requested by Ford from T the US Congress are ooth superfluous and i~­
sufficient. If they a re fo r the purchase of lllUlll­

tions and fuel for the Saigon a.rmy, there is a resi­
due of 18'2.5 million dollars from t he 700 million 

"already granted, 5(7.5 million only having been 
spent by the end of January [975. according to the 
Pentagon data. Moreover the US President. has had 
US stocks transferred from Thailand to Saigon and 
Phnom Penh. T hus the client troops' ammunition 
will last them up to July 1St, [975. There was some 
substance to Thieu's boa st t hC\t he would b e able to 
hold the ground o nti I the pud of 197 5 ~ll1d the ina­
d equacy of US aid would nwke itself felt dangerou s ly 
only next year. 

US News and World R e-port of February 17. (975 added, after reve:JIi,ng the abo\'e figu Tes, this break­
down of the expendItures contemplated {or the extra 
300 million: 

~lunjtion s t98 million 

Spa res ilnd machine-
guns 36.9 

Maintenance and 
transport: 39. ( 

Total 274 million 

It is safe to say t hat all those expenses han~ becn 
already defrayed by tbe Pentagon, like tbose, o~!be 
Utapao-Pochentong airlift, undertaken h r U~ Cl':'lhan air-lines with phines bought from IJS Atr I-oree. 

Therefore ti le 300 million c.kunoured for are 
superfluous if they nrc meant for Uu.: purchase of 
munitions, and very inadequ.i-te if the war js to ~e kept up. On tlle st rength of Edward J(rnnedy s 
and Aspin's dat!'l, SC.!lator .E~ward Dr~ke , membe r ' 01 the Sena te .-\ppropn:!tlons CommJttee 
stated on last Februnry 24 over Washi!l~on Radio that South Viet Nwn needed '2 to 3 bI1hon a year and for m any mor e years (Reuter Irom W;l~"!1 ington 
Feb. 24, 1975). 

As a matter of fact, an airlift was mounted a s 
eady as in November 1972 to fly from US bases to T an Son Nhut. Bien Hoa and other South Viet­
namese a irfields 116 F.A.'s, 32 C.I30'S, J02 tanks, 
1\1'48 and M.41 a.nd a considerable quantity of other war engines. Th is m a kes up with the weapon­
ry left behind by the Gl's huge stocks whose re­
plenishment will cost many billion dolla.rs . 

Meanwhile Mr Ford has been leaving no stone unturned to get the 300-million additional aid . 

1oIr.lt 9 " \\\1 '5 

The battle for the 300 million dollars 
In a n interview to the WasiJillgt 01I ,Star News on 

Fcbru <!ry Ib, he e laborated on his February y :md 
r I s t<itemcnts and went t o the length of w,lrning 
Congress of a popula r reaction in ca~c Phnom Penh 
fe11 for the want of a.n emergency CS a itT . He af­
firmed that the 300 million were only a minimum 
with which he would m ake a point of shoring up 
the Saigon f( 'gime the sam e way a.s Lon Nol would 
be MWe...-d by:" shot in the arm of another 22"2 
million dolla r~. 

A Congres!'>ional mission is leaving for Saigon on 
a fact-finding tour. In anticipation of thi~ , T h ieu 
has sent to WaShington a group of his ~enatorial 
stooges for lobbying. A delegation of beggars, com­
ment Saigonese. In point of f~' ct, lll(-y have t.o gt't 
the 300-mill ion bil] through Congrt'ss. Their short.­
;age of juridical arguments will be made good by 
lam entations and kowtows lo th e...' .. great American 
a Uy " whose credit is said. to b e a5socia ted \'l ith 
generou!' ~jfts to vassals and valets . It is a pity that 
t he beggars should be all millionaires Ic<l by milli ­
onaire pharmacist Tran Van L a m an<1 that their 
paunches should be 00 conspicuous . And L"m was 
one of the signatories to the P a ri s Agreement. How 
could he bring home to the US }egistators whose 
ma jority are jurists that under the international 
instrument the US was commi tted t o provide UIl­
l imited and indefinite military aid tu the Thieu 
regime, while it s Article -4 has stipulated just the 
opposit(· ? 

The itf leytlational H eyald Tyibu.ne ascribed on 
February II and q, 1975 a "psychological", a mi 
not military significance to the 300-rnillion request. 

T o us, South Vietnamese, \vho have been con­
front.ing US imperialism for decades. t.he question 
is very simple. The harsh reality has taught us 
that it is in the na ture of imperia lism to never 
change its spots and to c1ing to it.s prey until it is 
driven off from it. \Ve have had no illusion about 
the fact thHt the force of circumstances brought 
it to the conference table to ~ign a pledge of respect 
for the Vietnamese people's funda mental na.tion; I 

rights and of- cessation o[ its military invol vement 
or political intervention. But the Ford-Kissinger 
ta ndem h..'\s just be~n carrying on the Nixon policy 
withou t Nixon and hanging on t o South Viet Nam., 
seek ing every means to involve the US Congress i n 
t l1('ir nefarious adventure. 

Bu t the latt<:r has rcve~~ led its intention with the­
sh\sh from one Lillion dollars to 700 million as aid 
to Thieu. The Ford-Kissinger r equest for the 300-
mi llion complement ~hows the duo's aim to get 
Congress back into the qu<!.gmirc of the nco-colonial­
ist aggres~ion. 

A t a time when the Americans are prepa rin g­
for the bicentenary of their glorious Declaration of 
Independe nce , it is an utter irrelevancy on the 
part of Ford and Kissinger to invoke false commit­
ments. never taken by the Americ..'Ul nation and 
completely at variance with the real ones, solemnly 
proclaimed before the world. 

TIle America of government by the laws and not 
by men bas dismissed L.B. Johnson in spite of his 
jeremiadi!i and overthrown Nixon notwithstanding 
his apparent diplomatiC fcats. 

Gerald Ford and Henry Kissinger are playing a 
losing game. Even if they succeeded in prOlonging 
with immoral methods the survival of the tin-hom 
lyrant Thieu, it would only be only a temporary 
lease of life before the fin a l jump into the abyss 
of defeat and dishonour. 

The Paris Agreement not only meets the Viet­
namese people's funda mental n r-. tional rights but 
also the Americans' aspiT3.tions for pe'"dce and equal­
ity. Therefore both peoples must jOin efforLs in 
having it honoured and implemented and this at 
once. and in foiling the Ford.Kissinger attempt to 
pressure Congress into gn:"'.flting 300 mon' million 
dollars for the continuation of the killing in South 
Viet Nam. 

XUAN KHANH 
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