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[Speech. by RVII President lI~en Van '1'h1eu delivered at the farewell dinner party in 

honor of the U.8. co;.,gress ional delegation at Independence Palace on the evening or 1 

March 1975--read by announcer] 

[Text] Ladd.es air1 Gentlemen: '1'h18 evening, I am happy to "",et you again in a cordial, 

open-hearted atmosphere. On th18 occasion, mq I conve1 to you my most sincere feeling • • 

First of all, on behalf or the RVIf Government and people, I sincerely thank all or you 

and all the AIIIIIricans who have shown concern toward our country. You have not minded the 

hardships in your m18s10n to seek to understand our self-<!efense struggle. I am very 

glad to welcOllle all of you, for th1. is a rare opportunity for you to get a clearer 

picture or a situation of which. many people have spoken but have not had a correct 

awareness. 

I am very pleased to see, a8 you expressed upon your arr1 val in this free land, that 

you have been able to move freely and have gone to any place to gather ur:r proor and 

information that you have wished and that all or the facts and data collected have not 

been distorted by any pressure. 

You were limtted by only two constraint.. One 18 the fact that the law or the RVII 

18 always appl1ed without discrimination to everybody because, 11lce you, we have our 

own constitut1on, national laws and independent jud1c1arr system. The second is your 

voluntary respect for the sovereignty of the friendly country that is receiving you. 

M;r pleasure originates frClll the trad1tional hoep1tal1t1 c .. b1ne<1 with the uny1elding 

spirit of the Vietnamese nation that has never yielded to force or resigned to ur:r 
humiliiltion. For th18 reason, this hosp1tal1t1 15 not an opportune pract1ce prClllpted 

by t8l1porarr interests. 

It is due to this sentiment that at this a .... nt I suggest that we forget all cl1qu18h 

thoughts, groundless suspicions, and unacceptable artifices. Would 10U please join me 

in overcoming all these so as to have a correct, truthful view of the ca-aon problems 

concerning our two nations. 

ot course, the question cannot be concentrated on tinding whether the V1etnamese Govern­

ment and people are worthy of U.S. a1<1, because th18 18 fabricated question aimed at 

covering up the prejudices ot a ... 11.11 number ot stubborn people. 

We are convinced that your m18s1on has brought results because it has helped to strengthen 

the durable relatiOns between our two nations. It this 18 not the aim of your .1 •• 10n, 

there is no good reason tor 10u to have lost much. or your preciOUS t1me over the past 

da:rs. 

Truly, lie believe that your presence here 18 to seek understanding and not only to in­

vestigate and to observe the s1tuation or to rind our shortcomings alone. We also be-

110ve that you are here with good will and impartial spirit and not with preconceived 

thoughts and judgments, bfocause we know that impartial1ty and justice are highly placed 

on the U.S. value scales. 
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In the past several days, you could go anywhere and meet anyone you wanted to. You 
had the chance to get a very close view of our combatants on the battlefields and 
our compatriot peQsants In the riceflelds. You met both government officials and 
members of political opposition factions. Thus, you heard divers opinions, those 
of the left and the right. From all of these facts that you have gathered, each 
ot you viII draw his or her own conclusion. This Is consistent with a ~emocratlc 
regime. 

However. I believe that everyone may concur in the follOWing points: 

1. I hope that because your freedom of movement In this country was not restricted 
and that no one was prevented from getting in touch with you will help considerably 
to eradicate the myth that our opponents have strenuously fostered according to which 
the RVN is a police state. As you may realize, we have to cope with foreign aggression. 
H~ever. there arc more freedoms here than in many other countries where the people 
are living in peaoe and their national security is not threatened. 

2. There is clear evidence that oontrary to communist propaganda, we are not warmor.gers. 
On the contrary, we are under large-scale. massive attacks launched by North Vietnamese 
troops in complete violation of the Paris agreement Signed on 27 January 1973. There­
fore, any impartial observer would agree that the first thing to be done to save the 
Paris agreement is to cheek communist aggression. If the cease-fire is strictly observed, 
all other prOVisions of the Paris agreement will naturally be implemented. We are 
ready to do our part and are prepared to resume talks vithout any preliminary oondition. 

The third point, that everyone can see, is the South Vietnamese people's determination 
to oppoee the war ot' aggression and the evil soheme of the communists to enslave them. 
In your various visits to our barracks, ricefields, cities and war refugee camps did 
you meet anyone who was willing to join the other .ide? 

Thus, we have sufficient will and capabilities tor survival. Your country's aid to 
South Vietnam vill not be prolonged indefinitely. You can believe that by looking at 
our food production, the development of our light industry and the prospects of 011 
explOitation on our continental shelf. Prompted by selt'-respt!ot, our people do not 
intend to rely on foreign aid forever. Our oountry 1s tacing the prospects of pros­
perity. Therefore, we will not be dependent on foreign aid forever. 

Some of you have shown concern for some individual CBses or some particular aspects 
of the political life in Vietnam. Your concern i. legitimate. We have proven to 
be very frank and openminded in helping you to find the facts. Therefore, I be­
lieve that your questIons have been appropriately answered. These answers mayor 
may not satisfy you. However, let me remind you that the problem that you will have 
to show concern for in the end is greater that any individual problem or any parti­
cular institution. In fact, it goes beyond the question as to whether or not 300 
million in additional military aid should be provided to South Vietnam. 

The ~~in problems to be considered by the 94th u.s. Congress can be summarized as 
follows: 

Over the past 2 decades, five U.S. Presidents belonging to both political parties 
in the United states have again and again repeated thIs commitlnent to the South 
Vietnamese people--a commitment unanimously approved by successive U.S. Congresses: 

, 
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(Speech b;r RVX President llgu;oren Van Tbieu delivered at the tarewell d1nller part7 in honor ot the U.S. c~1gr<sslonal delegation at Independence Palace on the evening ot 1 March 1975--read b;r announcer] 

[Text] Lad<l.es and Gentle .... n: Tblo evening, I am hapP7 to meet 70U again in a cordial, open-hearted atmosphere. On thlo occasion, IIIq I conve7 to ;rou m:r most sincere teelings. 

First ot all, on behalt at tbe RVII Government and people, I sincere17 thank all at TOIl and all the Americans who have shown concern toward our oount17. You have not minded tbe hardships in ;rour mlosion to seek to understand our seltodetense struggle. I am ve17 glad to welcCllle all ot ;rou, tor this is a rare opportunit;r tor 70U to get 8 clearer picture at 8 situation ot which man)" people have spoken but have not had a correct awareness. 

I am ve17 pleased to aee, as you expressed upon your arrival in this tree land, that you have been able to move tree17 and have gone to an)" place to gather an:r proot and information that you have wished and that allot the taots and data collected have not been distorted b;r any pressure. 

You were limited b;r on17 two constraints. One is the tact that the law ot the RVX 10 always appl1ed without discrimination to eve17body because, l1lat YOll, .. e have our own constitution, national laws and independent Judiciary system. The second is your voluntary respect tor the aovereignt;r ot the tr1endl;r count17 that is receiving ;rOIl. 

Mr pleasure originates trom the traditional hoepitalit7 o .. b1ned with tbe unyielding spirit ot tbe Vietnamese nation that has never ;rielded to torce or resigned to an)" humiliation. Por thlo reason, thlo hospitalit;r 1s not an opportune practice pr .. pted by temporary interest •• 

It is due to this sentiment that at this moment I suggest that we torget all cliquish thoughts, groundless suspicions, and unacceptable art1tices. Would 70U please join me in overcoming all these so as to have a correct, truthful view ot the CQBaon proble .. concerning our two nations. 

Of course, the question cannot be concentrated on tinding whether the Vietnamese Govern­ment and people are worthY ot U.S. aid, because this is tabricated que.tion aimed at covering up the prejul.1ces ot a ... all number ot stubborn people. 

We are convinced that your mission has brought results because it has helped to strengthen the durable relations between our two nations. It this is not the aim of your mission, there is no good reason tor you to have lost much of your precious time over the past da;rs . 

'l'rul7, ve believe that your presence here 10 to seek understanding and not on17 to in­vestigate and to observe the situation or to tind our shortcomings alone. We also be­lieve that 70U are here with good will and impartial spirit and not w1th preconceived thOU/lhts and judgments, booCRuse we know that impartial1t;r and justice are highl;r placed on the U.S. value scales. 
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As long as the South Vietnamese people resolutely continue the struggle against 

communist aggression to protect their freedom, the united States viII resolutely 

continue to give them approporiate assistance. This commitment was also repeated 

at the time when the Paris agreement was signed. 

The issue can be summarized into this simple question: Is the U.S. commitment valuable 

and are the U.S. words credible? 

The following is a message that I want you to convey to the 9~th U.S. congress: 

After appreciating the noble sacrifices that tens of thousands of American youths 

maa. In this land and the hardships that many others endured in communist prisons, 

shall we make these sacrifices and hardships frut ile' Shall the united States 

quit a companion who has stayed with it tor 2 decades now? Recalling the heroic 

history and contributions of the united States in the cause of freedom and justice, 

I believe that the answer to this question must be no. 

Ladies and gentlemen : Tonight, I also want to express the sentiments ot our people 

when they hear those Americans whn show conoern for our just cause apeak ot U.S. 

traditions, responsibilities an( credibility as factors arousing conscience and 

deciding the assistance that 'r people need to have in these transitional years. 

Let me acclaim theae loyal t , ~end8 tor their clearsightedness and mention again a 

very meaningful saying: Ths .,~y one gives is more important than the gift itself. 

May I add that , In the coming months, there will be a serious test or the current 

cooperation between our two countries and of the survival of the ideal or democratic 

freedom in this country. 

With the durable friendship between the Vietnamese and American peoples that has 

been tempered through their united struggle in the past, I am convinced that the 

solidarity between our two countries will consolIdate the confidence of the tree 

world and constitute a strong and effective warning to the aggressive North Vietnamese 

communists. 

Allot you, whom I have the honor of entertaining tonight, can positively contribute 

to materializing our common desires. This means that you can help us with the necessary 

source of financial support so that we can defend ourselves effeotively and discourage 

the aggressors and force them to scrupulously implement the Paris agreement. Only 1n 

this way can the South Vietnamese people enjoy genuine peace based on the right to 

self-determination. This is what the U.S. Government has solemnly pledged to achieve 

and what you have wished for this nation. 

This is my hope: As comrades in arma amid the flames of war, we vill continue to 

remain good friends in peacetime. 

In this spirit, may I invite all of you to toast the congressional delegation. The 

congress and the people of the united States. Thank you. 
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Full text of the co rnl'nunlque reads as follows: on Feb 20, 1975~ at 3 a.m., comr.lUnlst agents 1.nftltratcd into the ICeS l1eglon IV headquarters ~. n D"~nh Tuong Province, whieh they blc(.1 up, severly wounding one of its local personnel and destroying completely a water supply plant and a gas depot of 3000 liters. 
This is a blatant Violation of Articles 3B, 3C, l8c and 18n of the Paris agreement of January 27, 1973; of Articles 1 and 2 of the protocol on the cease-fire; of Articles 10 and 13 of the protocol on the ICeS; as well as of Article 12 of the jo1.nt CI'~:1nmi.quc of June 13. 1973 . 

The above act of sabota.ge and tcrrorisn once agai.n lays bare the cO:l1::lunists. scheme of delibe rately paralysing the control machinery of the cease-fire as sti.pulatcd in the Paris agreel1.Cnt , thus pav:i.ne; the Hay to the lr t aking ovct' 0 f Sou~h Vietna::l "bJ force . Dldeed, since the s igning of the Parts <lcreencnt on Jan 27, 1973, tc.!.s Has the fO·.lrtf;en~h 
t1.:1e the COlitr,lun~. st side has perpetrated acts of terrorisr.1 and sabotage against the ICCS.. The followin('; important cases constitute the most typical ones. 
-On April 7, 1973, the cOIDF..unlsts fired SA-7 rocl{cts at two ICeS helicopters on duty flight to Lao Bao. one of them VIas hit and caught f ire . causing the death of five rces merr.bers . 
-On June 26 , 1973, the~r attacked an 1nvesti~ati.on t'!an of the ICeS in Region IV, 16 kilometers south of Tanh L:1.M distr!.ct to\-m, Binh Tuy Province . -On June 28, 1973, they kidnapped and mtstreated two offtcers of the Canadian delegation at earn Tara, l-ong Khanh Province. This terrorl.st act as well as other ser.tous violations 
of the co:mm.lntst s ide caused the Canad"lan deleGatton to vrithdI'a\-J fran the ICeS . -on July 23, 1973. com~un~.st gunners fired 122n nortar rounds into the ICeS team office in Trl Ton. ehau Doc , dest:rO~ling a communications center. -on July 19, 1974, communist shelling damaged a helicopter assigned to the ICeS team in Region II, Danang c!t ;y. 
-On Jan 9, 1975. the communists exploded a mine that destroyed a motor-boat of the ICeS teai.'i In Hoc ;ioa, : ie:1 ?"..lOi.t; ?r.;:;v:!.r .. cc .. 

In addition to the a.bove acts of sabotage and !::errorism, the cO;:'.::1un:!.sts have also dented 
the ICeS ~eans to operate efftciently, by refusing to carry out their obligation to contribute their part to the budget of t he ICeS as stipulated in the Paris agreement of Jan 27. 1973. 

'!'o thts .-tate , North vtetna'~ and the NLF are res'Pecthrel~1 1n debt of 9,62?,09.'3 U. S . dollars and 10.865.206 U. S. dollars to the budget of the ICCS. 
The Government of the Republic of Vietnam strongly denounces and severly condenms these acts of sabotage and terror-tsl:. of the CO:l::lunist side aimed at preventing tae ICes from effectively carrying out lts task of control and supervision of the cease-fire in South Vietnam. 

The Government of the Republic of Vietnafil demands that the communist side ir.tmediately put an end to all :i.ts acts of sabotage and terrorism .. 


