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SAIGON (UPI) -- A TANK-LED COMMUNIST REGIMENT, BACKED BY 
ARTILLERY, ROCKET AND MORTAR BARRAGES! STORMED T~E PROVINCE CAPITAL 
OF BAN ME THUOT TODAY, OPENING A MAJO~ NEW BATTLEFRONT IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM. 

THE 2.(50o-!'lAN COMMUNIST ,FORCE SI!ZETl AT LEAST HALF OF BAN ME THUOT 
TIllS MORNING AND BATTLED AGAINST OUTNUMBERED DEFENDERS HOLED UP IN 
T~E REST OF THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS CITY. 

GOVERNMENT PLANES DROPPED BOMBS AND INFANTRY TROOPS FIRED 
ANTI-TANK ROCKETS IN AN ATTEMPT TO SLOW DOWN THE ADVANCING ARMOR. T~E 
SAIGON COMMAND REPORTED EIGHT COMMUNIST TANKS DESTI~OytD. 

THE DEFENDERS FOUGHT FROM ROOFTOPS IN BATTLES THAT CAUGHT MORE 
THAN A DOZEN AMERICANS AND A GROUP OF TRUCE TEAM OFFICIALS IN THE 
[MBA TTLED CITY. 
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