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Today 2 2ml i\1arch at Six p . m. White Ho use handt"' d 
• 

OVl!r following lctte,· uf Pt. FOHD 3 th-esses to Presirep "H . r:. 

NGUYEN-VAN-T1IlEli President of the llVN SlI.igon the White 

Houst: Washlngton l\larc h 22nd 1975 

Deal' Presi<.l'-!nl T H1E l; . 

The · CUrl' en t North Vietnamese o ffe n sive against )OU1" 

country is prufoundly dis turbing and personally anguishllig. It is 

my vicw tllCit Il alloi'5 attack l"epresents nothing less than an a bro(' alion 

by force of the Paris A.g .·cemen t. 

This turll of even t s bears the m ost severe consequE'lIc\. ... s 

for bOUl our nations . Fa .. you and your countrymen it is a time of 

s upt"cmc sacrificl~ which will detcrmine th e vc r y fate o f you. ' nalion . 

I am confiden t that ullder you r leadership tll<: armed forces and people 

"\ o f the llVN will c ontlllut...' tlleir tenacious defense against thi s nc \\ 

agrcssion. I am equnlly c onfident that given additional. :~.~elTl a] ~ llpport - -_ . . -..... 
you will prc\oail in y our l:> ll 'uggle for se]f determination. 
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As for l.he linitcLi States the i ssue is no less cdu c <ll. 
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B y th e actioll, Ii :J.no i is again seeking to 111locl'minc Qll 
that we have foug ht to achie ve at enonllQuS co~ t over the past tl,.~tI 

yea t'!"i. COIl C UI : ently :..I t s take is Am c t'icall !'c!:iolvc to s upport a ------------- .. --- -.-.~- ~-feiend who is being i.l ll"l(.: k~d by heavil~J a rmed forces in total 
violation o f a ::>ole nlll international ~grcelllcilt. 

I, for my part, am tictcnllined that Arneric:1n s hall stand 
firmly Ule nVN at thi::; c J.~ ucial hour . With a view to honoripg tilt! . ..... -~-.---.. -- ~~.;.' ..... :: ... ' responsibilities of the l'S in this situation I am following developments 

-~.~.,. ... ;..;,;~ .... : ;;.;;..~ ........ ,..... ",.- . with the c .bscst atten tion and a n'!. consulting on an urgent basis \\"ith 
m y advisors all actions which the situation may l~cquire and the law ~~;.~;:;~. I G' iU. 3''''T";>OJ . ~' .r . _~~~",,"':"_'_. _____ .... permit. With regard to thCJ1'Qvision of adequate military a::islstanct" tc I_'"' ___ ....... ~....v....~ ....... ,.· ... :-.~ ,..J .... _~ • ..... ,.- _~ 

your ~rl1le d forces you can be su re tha t I s hall send ~ve ry efforl to 
-....,....~- -.,~.~~.- .. -- - ":.~"': -.. ,.. -. "",,- '~" m eet your material l1~cd::i on the battlefields. 

_ ._ 11 ... , 

In c losin g I wish to repea t my continued hi~h r espec t f Ol" 

your resolve and for' lhl' constancy ilnd cour age of your peoplt..>. 

Sincerely tilglled GR rt. FORD" The signed origiJ1nl lette r 
will be sent to you by po uc h next tuesday Stopend 

Respects TRAN KIM PI-IUONG 


