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COMMANDER OF PLEIKU-KONTUM FRONT PROMOTED TO GENERAL 14 MAR 
Saigon Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 14 Mar 75 SG 
[Text) On the RVN president's order, at 1900 on 14 March MaJ Gon Pham Van Phu, commander ot the 2d AI'lI¥ Corps and MR II, exceptionally promoted Col (Pham Duy That l. commander of the Pleiku-Kontum tront, to tunctional brigadier general. 

The promotion ceremony tOOk place at the headquarters of thG 2d Army Corps and MR II in the presence of many high-ranking Officers. 
PART OF MR II HEADQUARTERS MOWD FROM PLEIKU TO NHA TRANG 

APP Report 
Hong Kong AFP in English 1051 GMT 16 Mar 75 BIt 

[Excerpt) Saigon, March 16 (APP) --Part of the headquarters of the SecOnd Military Region covering the highlands and central provinces of South Vietnam has been shifted from the highland town ot Pleiku to the seaside City ot Nha Trang because of the communist offensive, the South Vietnamese high command announced in saigon tOday. 
The high command spOkesman Colonel La Trung Hien said only the tactical portions ot the headquarters had been moved and that the regional cOIm18.nder, General Pham Van Phu, was still in Pleiku. 

Reports of the move began circulating after south Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu conferred with mUitery [words indistinct) the region on Friday and a trusted source said the meeting had taken place in Nha Trang. Pleiku has been Under grOWing communist pressure since the communists launched a major attack 1n the Central H1ghlands a week ago. 

RVN Spokesman Stetement 
saigon VIETIIAM PRESS 1n English 17 liar 75 MOrning Ed1tion SG 
[Text) saigon March 16 (VP) --M1litary spokes .... n Lt Col Le Trung Hien Sunday rejected the news carried by some da11ies wh1ch sa1d the command ot Corps II 1n Pleiku has moVSd to HIla '!'rang. 

The command of Corps II and MR II is stUl 1n Ple1ku, only the light command moved to Nha '!'rang due to tactical needs, he explained, 
SAIGON COMMAND DBIlIES BAN ME THUOT III COMMUIIIST HANDS 
Hong Kong AFP in English 0932 GMT 16 Mar 75 BIt 

(Text) sa1gon, March 16 (APP)-Jrhe South Vietnamese high COMiland tOday denied cOllUltunist cla1ms that the town of Ban Me Thuot in the Central Highlands was 1n their hands but for the second day 1n a row the south Vietnamese high co_nd cOllUDunique made no .. ention ot fighting inside the town, 

Accord1ng to the communist South Vietnamese Provisional Revolut10nary Government (PRG), Ban Me Thuot, the capital ot Darlac Province, fell to the commun1sts on March 12. TOday, the high command in Sa1gon SpOke only of clashes about 10 kilometres (6 mile.) troD Ban Me Thuot, which has been out ot contact with Saigon s1nce .hortly after the communists unleashed a pre-dawn attack a week ago. 



L8 SOUTH VIE'rNAM 

S~th V1e~me$e air torce tighter-bombers attacked targets inside Ban Me Thuot 

r-~t.orda~, """ toMn" 'T5. 000 1nhabi tants fled overland during the tirst da~ of 

t1ldtting and abou.t 20, 000 were being oared tor b~ ret'ugee organisations in neighbouring 

Jthallh _ and IUnh '1'huan pr ovin .... s. 

President llguyen , "" 'nlie1,\ conferred on Frida,. vith .. Uitar,. leaders ot the Second 

HUitBr7 Region >'!lillh cover. t he Central Highlands and a trusted souroe aaid the meeting 

took plaea at. t he .ea side ci~ of Nba Trang rather than at Ple=. the site ot the r egional 

headquarters in the hiIdtlands nort h of Ban Ke Thuot. 

Ple= has be..., ""der increasing communist pressure but there vere no indieations in 

ot:f1cial circhs to contirm reports that the entire headquarters had been ah1tted to Nha 

~. 

At Pl<tiktl a ",,=1st Il"'pper t ..... last n1ght a ttaoked the airport perllleter vhUe about 

1<0 Idlo .... ,tre. (25 .. Ues) to the south t he "Uitar,. headquarters in district town of 

'::nrlh An "". attaoked at da"", _~ tollowing a hea",. bombardment during the night. 

In fa,. F:InIl Provinoe, another .... Jor hot .pot, South Vietnallese Goverrunen t torce. oontinued 

to 10.- ~vnd. giving up a vU1age and two outpos t s olose to the district town ot Hieu 

':":lien. 

lIien \hiM>, 60 kU""",t .... a (40 .. Ues) northwest ot Saigon. has been under attack tor 

.... ,. ... ,.,.1~. o;::,~ to.,., is 1 ..... 1>od a t the poJnt ""ere the road to the provinoe capital 

jo:lrul t"~ ""in &.I .. =- "lm ... P.-..h h1gl1Ma7 and the .""""""i.t8 have been IICVing steadUy to 

iMlav, :tot .. 

~ c".."...,..,iM:. aIR., .. nl .. it-4 t"'~ir reeent capt ure ot the nearby district town of '1'ri 

~ in " r-tbM"-r-""'<1o~ "
"'~i"" by b ... b<.rding repeatedl,. last night the district town ot 

",,1....., P"r:h .... be,,-':; 20 k1:= .. '::r->~ (12 mUes ) $outl> ot '1'ri 'ratI. 
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(~xt) Sc"I:~ 7::'4_ .. " .. rch 16 LPA-- Atter t he annihU .. tion ot the Saigon coercive 

" .. chine in B<nm 1'9 'l'!;.uot provincial capI tal. t he townlpeeple in the evening or 

r"r"'b. 11, 1975 ""11K on tbeir " .... r (JIle s still in the Saigon ara,. to return to their 

~~l~~~. r~ll., 
~he pqo"le together ~it" l iberatIon fighters traeked down Saigon 

t'"t'N;"l1Ml ." .. ..,~.. All at"""" ot tl1", pe01)1 .. in the provincial capital restore. order 

8t"'..d Q':l1~7 .r~bll1
z~~ nOr-"'l"ll ~n:t.1vl~le •• 

em ~ .. :"1l""1n~ ""78, the !>"o!)le in the n ewl,.-l1berated oit,. held 1I&n1 lIftetings to 

. :;.rr,.. •• ~h."'1Jo I""nt~ua1A1!lI. b4tore the gr eat l"ietoriea of the lIbole Darlac Provinoe. 

Pront Radio CoaIIIIentar,. 

Ub->""tic" l'<\d1~ [Cland".t1n<!l :In, Vie tnamese to South Vietnam 1400 GII'l' 14 Mar 75 SO 

[Static.., eo,""""I:or7. • .... t lis tI"-,,,uy Hail t:,., Darl" o A""",d FOl'ces and People. Who Have 

Fought Well, Vi~oroUBly R1~-n Un and tlDn Brill iant Vic tories"] 

[1\'>"t] ~ .. ""''''',"'. ItllIt><r,. 1>\"". in Ban ,,~ 'l'huot oit,.. the capital of Darla" 

P-,,"in .... , .... ".. .1:<>.~1ng are;<. r-..... >'hiah t he Tldeu clique conducted nibbling operations 

""'" """,>rlt.t .. d t.,...,rinq "rlloes "~in"t the p..,ople of various nationalities in Darlac 

I7--.... 1m. ... "'J~ :::--~ ~~~n~ Mo:t.dQuar-",rs of tNt Sa11?;Ot\ pu'Opet 23d Infantry Division was also 

lo~,t~ L, ~, M~ ~ot city. 


