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STATE OF PANIC, CONFUSION EXISTS IN SAIGON 

Hanoi in Vietnamese to Vietnam 2300 GMT 3 Apr 15 SG 

[Text] Accord1ng to western diSpatches, radio contact from Saigon with MR II of the 
Th1eu clique has been lost. The whereabouts of General Fhan Van Phu, commanding officer 
of this region is still unknown. 

IV. 4 Apr 15 K 9 NORTH VIETNAM 

In Saigon the Thieu clique has intensified its fascist m.asures. Aocording to UPI, 
Ngyuen Van Minh, commander of the Saigon military region, has banned all street demon­
strations, The currew has been changed from 1400 to 1300 GMT. The puppet troops have 
been ordered to dePloy on the streets and to shoot on the spot anyone who resists or 
orders to halt. Meanwhl1e~ a number of U. S. 011 exploration companies 1n the sea orf 
South Vietnam have suspended their activities and withdrawn their personnel to Singapore. 

According to AFP, the Saigon people on 3 April ruBhed to various banks to withdraw their 
deposits. One of the biggest banks in the south was forced to close its doors after 
an hourebecause it could no longer control the Situation. Armed policemen had to 
control the mob. On 2 April, a number of bankS pa1d out as much as 3 billion piasters, 
nearly equaling $4 million. The valUe ot a dollar at the present blaCkmarket rate 
exchange has doubled. The people have a180 withdrawn their money from foreign banks. 
Thp. ltBanqlle Nat10nale Franeaise,," the fourth biggest 1n the south, vas overcrowded. An 
employee said the bank Should quadruPle its personnel to meet present requ1re~ent8. 

UPI correspondent (Herm~t) on 2 April ¥rote a long article reflecting the state of 
confus1on and panic in the Th:f.eu clique 1n the tace 01' the 'present ofrenalve and 
uprising of O~ southern armed forces and ,eople. The article said: ~od~y. a state Qf 
confuSion and worry has enveloped the capital of South V1etan.. Th1eu's ;"5~t3t8r:.t$ and 
generals, looking anXiOUS, h&ve corne and gone f1"'om the Independence Pala .... -'. _,i'> 0J~yen Van 
Thieu, which 18 surrounded by an atmosphere of crisis. OutSide Independe !;-~:~aee; 

influential politicians and other people have held secret talkS, plottiT'..b ':-rlpose 
Thieu because they want a change. 

In a Chinese restaurant near the saigon quaYt people are discussing ways to flee 
Saigon. After pointing out that prices have Skyrocketed and that living has become 
increasingl7 difficult in Saigon6 the article continued: U. S. businessmen are 
evacuating their loved ones from South Vietnam, primarily to Bangkok and Singapore l to 
wait ruther developments. A number of U. S. companies have even gone farther. Three 
big oil companies engaged in oil exploration off the Vietnamese coast have withdrawn or 
are preparing to withdrawo Those companies whi~h have not yet withdrawn.are seriously 
considering to. International airline companies have reported that the nmnber of 
tickets ordered for foreign travel has increased tremendOUSly. A foreigner1s wite sald: 
This area has now truly become a mental hospital. Chairman of the U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce in Saigon GatChum said: Our greatest worry and fear 1s the recurrence ot the 
IAnang scene in Saigon. 


