
Tra'ns~ript 0: 
Following is a trqnscript of Presi­dent }:'ora's orbadcitst news'co'nference 

from San 1)iego, yesterd~y .qfternoon .. 
as 'recor~ed!by : the New York Times: 

OPENING STATEMENT 

2. Military Aid for Vietnam 
S UBI , I 

' Q. Mr President, I understand you're soon ' to ask Congress for new DATE 

A. do -::a ' reliable aily: And alth~u~it' !'Ijt~sad- '. humanitarian dened by tne -events that we ve read that the 
about and seen, it's a tragedy unbeliev-$135-million for able in its ramifications. . .' I • 

South Vietnam was 
t:h tram Ifrustrated 

Will you please sit down. duce, d to t 5S-milIion" '. J I 'must ,say f th
a 

Congr· ess in not 
At :the outset. let me -express . illY ap-" 

by t1)e t action 0 e . .' L 

\. .... action. , '(, . . . .'\ ~nQio'g" to some ) of the requests 
precia'tion ·to'·Mayor Pete 'Wilson . and Obviously we will" a"sk '~fof more- fl Mili1!fof01ebonomIC and'tl'htpnanitariaI! ,I 
the.' fi!t~ , ~ple 'of Sail Diego for the the precise amo.!1~t ' ''le: ~ave not yet ·I a:n~ ~mrtil;..v aSSistance in' S'outh ~Iet-?, 
very Warm wel~ome. " . ; ,. determined. We will contmue tQ push .,. "a,)'-l~~:J Jfl~ ~' t"l ,,, ~ j, . 

,'j 'also ' am "delighted to ~ see one or for the S300-million that we have aske,dd _ .~ ". < J , 
more 'pf ' 'my former COlleagues in the fG.:.t.. and 'Congr~ss ~ad a"~tho:ri z.ed, {or (. ,~,~, (i1-1;' ··~fl Ill: ... '~Pl.' '':fI:';. ~~ 
Co~gress here, II'. always nlc~ to see milila.-v assistance fo ~outh · VI!'lnam, " J~.am.~'d " l'm fru~~i)d b)(~the ,limiw 
them " and Al and others WhO may be and. tp'll 'J'GSsibility ,~xl,sts < tljat we may ,:lions,' !!ta,t ,were/;~ 11?laiii!!! 11l" the Ciiiet 
here: GOOd,,' , mo,min'.' ,'" ask for more, , • " • .. ;"I~x.ecum~eB.y,f;r~t, e 1as,ttwn:veahl~ ;")i 

q 

't.:n'I!~.' t~ ,~ ",~, ':<i, , • . ,~. ""-,!fI'':' "!' ' 
,I, llave a short openlng d,tatement, 3 Th Will ~ , . t , CO,nVlnced.",. at ~\~ot\ iI~s'y gl''81Il

Ing 

W~ ~ seeing a great 'h,W)18ll tragedy . V" ~ .. ~,~)S ", ' .. '. • A U' UU;~i . '1. P'l' \ 
as ' untold numbers of '.Vletnamese' flee Q, Mr. President, l)ow ,and why dId to 'contInue. its leadel'$!!)i!,,;w, 'Vf1!1 ~ta!'d 
the ' 'No.rth Vietnamese : dnslaught, the United States miscalculate the mten· .. ' by ',our allIes and I :Sj.5ebfi"l'!IV wat;n 

,Th.e. United States has be,eif doing ant~ tions, the wilt of the South Vietnamese ':~y ~cJy,:~ :tlJ,ey { ~(ru}~ 1l9l~ ~ti'der 
will continue to do its utinost to ·as,sist to resist? . i' a Y(::~ces ' feeJ . thit l the1rag·edy 
these peop'e'. "'~:'·· '--" " 

, , ," __ , I t - . ,~( .. V" ~. m m i iss,,~. n~irilii,catinntlt the", 

., 
A. I don't beli."e tha(,'we:,:"\l~~U a -, f ~ ,- " Tl$!=, !W 

. I have" directed that all , aval'lable th ~ h V' t ,<' P=P!~.)-ruiVe'Alnst' ~< '-OJ "l 

, 
ed the wlll of e '"out Ie name~e ~ ' .. ' u " ~ ;" •. ' ... ". ¥ 

n'val shins stand off Indochina to do . h " th " .••• ' , or ~,e t ;<leslre to'.:stind"p -'or " . d' om' 

t" I"' to carry on their fig t. "Lor err own ~ ~a r ..... ... ... 
w,h.tever is ' necessary to assist. We freedom. There were several .. situati~R' " ' ,any P \\tJD the'w,'<irld. .:""~ "i'~ ;'J;" 
have . appealed to the Q.nited Nations that developed tharl thiqk go\. "ey~nd;, .;,: ,We).ilad Ik Ec\flil>ea~1_~ U;~ 

,to use Its , moral influence, ~o, peonlt th~ control at the Vi~tn~rites.e ;peop)e." 'lU.r5.~·'~ha~~w.e .. teni ,'1; · ~'( 'fu 
th~e li!,"ocent ,people o:to tp eave ' an? 'TIle unilaieral'mi/itary aeCiSlon tb WIth, ayei! qfi\e .'<juWpD~: • '~Iri~ sarto' 

.we ca I on North Vletnall'4 t~ permIt draw " Created ! a cha,Qtic situation in ,ou:i~JF<estef!1 // ~ur'o~: tameS: 1 We're 
:the~ ..plovement of' refU;gees to the 'area viefn'am that app'ears to ' hav.eIbrought gOlJ?g to &tand{pehind oUr cOmmitments 
or:Pt~ir ~oice. '_ about tremendous disorganiza~ion, - to " N~TO and .we'll'e "g8fii'r-: t<l -· stlt'tid' 

JWhile I've been' in California I h.~e 1 believe that the willj of .the South behind our comn'titmentdi!<? Qther ~Ili~~ 
been spending ptany hours on the ~fu- VietnaQ1es~ people : to ·f gh~ :for thei.r aroU;lld· the ",:orl4- Bu(~erf.l paS fto 
geep.problemand our humllfl4.arian ef- freedom isl best eVldeJ:1C(ed "tiy .,the fact be . In the t mmds., ot~is6me ~ople' '1! 
forts. I have directed that money frOm that they are fleeing from the North feeliI!g ~t maybe the~trag~y:,6t;p;: 
a $2-r.tilLion special forei,Rn aid chil- Vietnamese and that clearly is an ·indi- docluna qught affect Qur (eJatio~ l-li'th 
dren's fund he made available to fly cation they don't want to -·live un.der thelr co~try. J repeat: ,the Unlt~ ~tatC5 
2,000 South Vietnamese orphans to the the kind of governme!lt~ ~t\ eXIsts is going to continue"ijs.' leadership';aJ;'d 
United States as soon as possible. I':ve in North Vietnam, The:i"9l.ru "-:.,of the . stand 'b}Hits allies.' --y: ~;f.i r.:...,m~t:~ ~ ,. I 

also directed American officials in Sai- South .vietnamese peopl~, v!r~,ib~, -stiU lJQ: ·f¥r.~' Prl;lde~t. can ..,·You· 'eiptaln ! 
.gOD to act immediately to cut red exists, They want freed~ :~-u.nder a why .. ~esi8ent :rh;i~ . without,~ose: rnili.·l 
tape and other bureaucratic obstacles different- kind of ~over~rr\ef1l .:than has , 1iUX .ti~ I':'! . 4llies" lIld do~ ' te!h 'yoq1, 
preven):ing these children frotit coming existed in North Vie~, '111e'.i>rob\deJ1\, '>'I{i'~ J"-i> ;X'!iS ' gO,ng:td tc!?'iln~ fenW 
to'· the United States. , ... how to organiz~ ,,""'r ~}\Lun er 0~1 tJ)e i{8~M? ;iA" . ":t6uur 'the 'OlIly 

I have directed) that C-5A aircraft " .. ..: traumatic experle~,.~,'.,.'(!, 14"t!:lt ·f.rtse~t. .,.all!wcr ta'UI4t ",n_ 8'mt'JX!m'p~nt~ 
and other iilreratt eSpecially equipPed 'sent. ' • 1 •• " m, ThJeu. ' ,'" ,i' ' 

to care for these orphans during the Q A unilateral decision;$y whom? ' ..... I":'·~· .• ' t .. ,)',--...~ 'i1·, ,~r' 
flight be sent to Saigon. I expect these A: It was a unil'~r'~!1"d££islon by .~s: T~~e~t-'tii'U.S'-S(ellrity·+.o;' 
flights to begin within the next ~6 President Thieu to order ,·a Withdrawal Q ... Mr .. ·-Ford .... ·~ec.entlY ,y~. ~ai,ct. tbe'· 
to 48 ' ho~rs, ~ ::.~. ~ . from the broad exposed ,areas tha~ fall: i)f ~~~b~dla cou14.''trh:re~H~n· ... ate 

These 'orphans wiH be flo~n'10 Tr,ay~s were under the control of- the South n.atio,!.la~ s~urlty of this . co.untry .. :Gon.-
Air Force Base in. California and other Vietnamese military. s~4el;mg _ 1he. pr..pbable faU of ' South 
bases on the West Coast and cared . Vletna~ to COmunist force.s, do you feel __ 
for in those locations. These 2,000 Viet- 4. Paris Peace Accords that',will threaten our national "Security 
namese orphans are all in the process Q,. Mr . . President. A. Miss Thomas, . ,and if so/ how? ,-t-.•. - .!..,. \.' -: . I 

of being adopted by American famil ies. Q, \Vhat is your response to the A. At the D.1omen't I do. not a~ticipate 
This is the, least we can do and we South Vietnamese Ambassador to Wash- the fall of South Vietnam, and J greatly' 
will ·do muc~, much more. G '" 'r 'ington's statement that ' we had not respect and admire the tr-emem1ous fight 

l'he .: first ,<!ue.stion from Mr. eo ge lived up to the ' Paris peace accords that.- t?: government and the ' people 
Dissinger' .or . the - San Diego. Tribu~e, a nd that the Commurtists are saf~t of c;a:mbo"dia are", ptibting up against 1 ': - ' :QUESTIONS , ~, " afIies? I , t th~ ,"!"~u,rg6!'.lf' "';'~o. aute:, IJ¢llI:. to )tai<e, 

J'1,"' ... ,. ; '" .j'; 'z' I' A I won't co)llmeDt on his otatemen . o,ver, 'ilI\1 yv a. ' ;,,~ ,o-ve r\hi'l 'n ~~~, 
Q.'.: ~r_ :.Jije~dent,.: are 'You ready ·to I wi'lI say this, that the North iV~tna- c~s~ .. where -the ' 'United ,Scates, doesn.'t 

accept a ~ommunist takeover or South mese repeatedly and In massive effoI:t- live up~ to iu m01:aI or tfe~~~·.:obligatio"s 
Vietnam and Cambodia? violated the Paris peace accord. They it ' can~'-t help'b.ut lIave..aO:~v8rse)~P1., 

A. I would hope that that would sent Nortr Vietnamese regular forces on, other aflie& " wet haye li aroUnd", Ule,: 
not take place in either case. My whole Into South,Vietnam in massive numbers worl~,," _ ",,_ , ,~ .i~-,~· .. )'"j;}"',t ' l .. r f?~~I.I;~ 
Congressional life in recent years was -1 think around 150 to 175,000 well- '. 9, "Are you" in f~'''\'beli.ver) ot'l 
.aimed at avoiding It. ~My complete ef- trained North Vietname~e regular forces the( domirro, theo'iif1if\.~oJI~east I~j(~ 
forts as President of the United States in violation or the . Pans peace accord faUs' ~en. pe~haps , : ~ome~:o~-~ ilie totH~t~ 
were 'atmed at avoiding that. I am moved into South Vietnam. ,I. . cC?~.ntr!es I~ ·~e PaCific 'are next? -
an optimist, despite the sad and tragic We have objected to that ' ViO abon. . " , '."-' .'..,. ~ ............ -.' 
events that we see unfolding. I will 1: still believe that the 'United states ! .. I . 
?O my utmost in}he futu,re, as I have in this case, ~n.d in other case&. is ' _FRIDAY, APRIL4; 19.7S~ - . rr...~ , 
In the put, ,to aVOId that result. "'''''f'''-"'''' =~~~' "~ I Ii' j I I Fl I I 1 !.l 

! :', i I ! S I'; IO!R I Y ' 0 l" I T fiiT;::,: VJlLEJ ~~!~~-,-:~l:;,~-~, .~J;;,,;,.',tL!'s: r~:"'~uM=<~T!;;:J 
;.~.vlliJ:. "U"...rr .... ....,..._t'c-~~)-.~ ...... n.:::r~-+""{ -. 'Cu.an.~ 



,A. I believi!' th"t there is a great 
deal ot credibHity to the domino,th.epry; 

· Ihope it doesn't happen. I hope". that( _. V!~tn?l}1~se, war4.o.rp!l~ ·.are bi<.>ught to . 
other countries in Southeast ~Asia:-:\ ' tne United "States: -~ - - - . 
Thailand, the ' Philippines -<lon'~ JI!is. , Q, Do you think something can be 
read", the . wil\"f:the AmeriCl!!l 'P'l9.li.\!>. done before it's ,too "late for many' of 
and the leadership of this cO\~ntrY.!;,nto:· them?'" ; 1 ,. f 

· believing that we're. going to abanaon A. I can only $ay we'll do what .has 
our positiOh in Southeast. Asia. 'We to 'be done. wha.t can be done as a. 
are not. practical matter. I can't gtia-rantee, thiLt 

But I do know from the things I h V' 
read and' the messages that I hear every single Sout letnamese war or-

. .. phan will get . here but I can assure 
that . some .9r. ;hem - ~o : .. get uneasy. you thrut we intend to do everything 
,r'pope and trust ,they beh'l"e,.me when possiqle in that , ~umanitar!F et'tpl;'t. 

_. h .,Ii.BY, w~'re go~~ . ~!? s~~a , bY : O#1:1I: '.\ " r~ , > ;i\~,.· •• ,}C ,- ::" ,_",,1.'_ •• 

. ,alhes. .. '., .... , .. " ..... ,... . .,' "~ .. ;r · '·.9, ·'Reslgna·UolI' o( Thieu ' 

_ ~~ ~:.6, A~~ricanS in Saigon . ..' Q1"M;: President, if it ~oU!d '~Il~;';a~ .'. 
Q. Mr. President, as ' yoll' are well' ·the refugee problein in Soutb' V;eiriam 

8w8te, there ere about '7.000 'Americans ·and bring. about sOJl'!.ething of a temp'o~ 
sijil in Saig()il. ' ;I'!JeY.." are~. In ~ariger rary cease-fire. would you . urge Presi-
not 6nly If·rom' COlIlI\lunist attack, but dent Thieu to reSign? . 

· from South' VietnameSe repriSals. There '~,-)~ ~op't , beli~ve -that it:i. my .i>r~ . 
are: reports the oSuth Vj~tna",ese' are " rogalive to tell the head 'of state eLected 

~' fI\ ' a ' bad 'temper toward · Ameri,can~. by .Ilie people to leave office. t dqD't 
· O,q yriu feel that under the Wa~ Powers ·beHev.e" whether -itts ' one ,head ot state -

Act and also under the limitations voted or 'another makes any difference in our 
by Congress in 1973 on combat by elldr'tK :'t,o help in the humanitarian 
Ari1ericans in Indochina that you could progra;,n~ -, '._, 
·send. tro<>ps in to protect 1hose Ameri' I' We're going' to carry It on. 1 'hope, 
cans and -.would ·you jf it came to with th~ fuJI cooperation of· the 'South 
that? . " \ " Vi~B.ql.~ Government an-d 1 don't ' . 
"" )i.. - 1/ Can\' assure I"',YOO that I will r think~~.it ,: appropriate .,lor me to ask 
ahideJ totaUy ~With ' tJi.~.,. War Powers h;m under these~ circumstances to resign 
A~ that 'was'len8bted~ by~~" C<mgress , and lI. don't thi,nk his reslgnaJlOn iwould 

~ severa! Iyears ~~go: .f'-t the}~ time, ; have, anY.;..slgniNcange on our hUIT\anitar. · 
.1, ·liXttwise assure, .you .:-tl>at _*e ,have ' Ian efforts. '. 
contingency plans t6J1le~ all 'Pfoblems '10,. Vietnamese Refugees 
involving evacuation \ .if li tl}at shQuid 

' bOcome necessary. At·. this 'POint 1 'do Q. ,In that regard, are ' there any 
not believe Jhat 1 should answer: plans under way by the United States 
specifically hOlY . ~hC?se \ "'contingency Governm~t to accept large numbers 
plans might be earned ·out.: , of Vietnamese refugees in this ' country 

'Q. Srr, you don't want ti(talk specifi- other than the 2,000 orphans that you've 
cally. can you teU us' however If yo~ talked 'about? _ 
do believe that you do have the aut hon- A. Welt, 'under existing law, action 
ty to send in troops. , You're ~ot saying, by the Attorney Gen~ral can ~nn.it 
I"understand, whethec YOU r would., but ~gees who are fleemg problems., In 

-,do,yo\f. ha~e the aut4lority? \~, j .,' theIr Own country to cq:me to the United 
;, A: It', my interpretation of ,tihat)egls. -j Stf.tes. ,ThL~ ~~thoHty was, jJsed' 'Ilier 
Iation that a President has cel'tain limit' :1'World~war'II. This authority was tised . 
eel .authority 'to protect American lives after the "Hungarian '!invasion""! -by the 
1l!ld to ' that extent I wilL ' use that oy'i~t ,UniOn, !his authority Jlas used 
law, ~ ,' .a~, ~:unber : ~t other ' occasio!1s. 

, ' dOh can ;lls= , fou ,< that , that authority 
7, Red Tl'pe an rp ans ' being: exammed . and · if 'lL will ' be 

' Q. Mr. President; despite your state· elpfuJ" I·certa,inly will approve Lt. 
merit here this maming about war there I .......-....-- --' 

apP'!rently is a Lot of red tape in 14,. Curbs On War Powers' Act 
. .Q. Mr. President, you spoke .. few :- . . . _.. , . I minutes a.go about bein-g fro-strated -b 

_W.J'~hlngt,qn .. A Sall DJ~gO m,,!, lS. trymg the limitations of the War Power. Arl 
to . get f~ur ' Vle~w:nese ch~'ldreJ:1 out .. ;- -::-:i .. - \-.::- .. .. .... . ' _ 

I ,or.' tJ:tat· 'Country. He has r~ived hun- 11 it were not forbidden ' now, would 
. d~~s ?t calls _,from "people: an. over .. yo~ like to send American plan~_ and 
the ~e,stem Uruted .States , wantmg ,to ~avjll .f()rces, and possibly iT.0und , for. 

, help:. ~veo adop!, ctlllqren. But despIte ces, ', lI).tQ Vietnam to 'try to ' tum- 'the 
;~ 11ft, p~tpounng of compassron by the ~ituw~~ around? ~ .. r, 
.' AineTiCa.n. ~opJ~ an h,~ ge4 f~om Wa~h. A. 1 have ' said that there are' 'no 
. Ingt!'l'··.ls. 'No ,way. ~ere s , noth!ng' plans whaf.soever for ' U.S.I:<i1lIita/y.!n • 
. ~~t.C8!J.'; b,e done . . ~y I~ he nmnmg 'volvemerlt in Vietnam:, 011 ,the · other-
m~? thl~, problem . If were . trying to hind, 1 think history does ·.prove that 

, hj!lp. . . _ .'. .. If ' ll chlefi executive has ' a por.ential 
.. ,~ .. :: J:layt~g had some expen~ce m lit to SOme' extent is a deterrent against 

. the P&.lt .. Wlth Fe?eral bureaucracy ·when . a:gtressJ>rs. ' .:.... . , 
:""" / tad , a 11m/Jar ' problem Involving " " • ,Q;: !i<>illat.!s Yourfrustrtt'ion;.be!:ause ' 

; J(~n .orphans, ,I understand ,the frus- -yOu ' dd not have that p.,w.r" t ' T 
trahon and the problems. : But I am .. lea~ith!ea~ the Possibility? A. I d~dQ\ 
assun;d. that a'lI bureaucratic red. tape vse . the wonl "threaien" 1 " d h 
1~ ~n~ ,ellmmated . t~ the ~um' j:Otential" . fot.~wer.' i , 'think ~~~r.:.~: 

·degree and that ",e l"IU make a· tot1! years has indkated that 'th t'" t .. .. ' ff' rt ' ", ' I . 'd' · ted· j . .. Ope ' " . . • po enhaI , 
" e a ' r - . In I~ '. ~ J!'Iy ' ~!l~'lg IS ' .a o.! detefr~nt 'against"' aggr-essiOlt" h 
Stat~_~~, ~o .. see to ~~t~· .tpll:.t :: ~.O\l~h ~ne.;~w1try~,against ,~~l{ter. ,. .~.'r.-;' 



ment .o"n. who was at filUlt, "or where 
!he QI~e may rest.~ 'rhalls a- current 

, )u~glT!~nt. I think "hi,tI>l':ians in the ' fu­
ture Will ~ write who was" to blame 10 
~l.s tragic ' situation, put the Americ~n 
people ought , to,;knbWl -rthe facts, ,and 

flhe.facts are as I'v~ indicated:, ~ t .. 

.• Lthink ' it's' II' gfltat;' tragedy, l wliat, 
~ ~we~n~~ seeing °in -Vietnam today. ' I think 
: !I ,,~ul("have :· beeh -avoided. But · I'm 
not -going to PoInt: a finp'er, the Ameri~ 

" can ', people 'will 'make t1iat ',judgment. 
1 -.th,ink d t's. more 'im~ortant for me 
'an4 ·th~ Am~rican · peo'p'I~8.nd th~ Con. 
gres~in the ireeks qfnd )moriths ahead 

~ .to. in:o. ~~at!' we. can_~ fi, 'WoZ:k together 
to '·meet ' .the problems":' of the future. 
'. Ana ·tbit's .what!, i)ltend · io .do and- . 

• .I'!l ~g~ : 'P.or'\; ~a:' Il.IIlfWaY",lvith the . 
C91)!:~$ " ~'1i¥~g., t~ ;.achi,."e. - that 
resu~t, _ l)hUl!\ w,e · P4V~ . the. :capability. 
in ~eiisa. J\tluJ1k._we. .h~v.e the 1 will, 
to .. :o.y.ert:omer" what~Pltars .'i to ,be a · 

OTsasterln SO,utheast ~ia.-'I.o, the extent._ 
th~t I can, ) ·:/l!>pe:·\g..glve !h~t, leaderi 
Ship., ;"'i':\ -. ' ,/. '. . 

19. 55;QJi,P Anjeric3:n Lives 
Q. Mr. President. Regardless of what 

caused it, it seems apparent that for 
the first tim~ ,. in our ' pation's {(istory 
the enerny ·:ts about 4:Q win 'a 'war 
wHere Am~cans -foitght<and died. Do' 
you think tJuit those 55,000 Iives were 
wasted? : I '.~J:"~:' '-'7' "I'>"f,U'·);;:"J T 

f'.- · I don't · ttiili1<!.th-ey:-We<e -Wasted J 
jprovidfng tl(~ ' Urii~Sta~eS '~ild ·Cimied' 
Out the .oolenut commltfnenlS that were 

,made in Pans : at • the tim~ ' ~meric~ 
fighting was ~9pp'eQ....m ... ~g.~th ~V~!Jlam, 
lat .. time when UtI( agte~ment 'Provided 
;¢llat all of, our p-6pp;s ..... sh?qJd ~e with­
drawn, that &11 ,of" our P..:o.W's should 
be returned. If w~ had carried out 
the commitments that ' were made at 
that time, . tile Ltragtc sacrifices that 
were mad~',by . rnanY..--:t:~o~_ y.rhq were 
killed, those who were wounded-would 
not .have · 'been in ' vilFn ~ But- when T 
see us not carrying- ,through, then it 
raises a' quite different .question, .-

Q. Is that --. yes, '- 'tIt_rl. . -si r? A. T 
still think :thore'~ an ' opportunity to 
salvage tHe ' sit\iatiOn" in Vietn'am, and 

).f \V~ ,~~ag~~jt' g,i~£ng ' ~~ .. South"'v.ie.t-' 
>n.~,ah ' oPP<l'r!unity ·tq fight for thetr 
freedom. which -1 think' d"my are anxious 
rto d,(f,l.iir given an -hQJlest . opport~i.ty, 
1jh~ns~er~ is, ther~ was _ ~ot, ~: sacrifice 
that ,w~s mappr?pnate or unWIse, 


