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ERASNAYA ZVEZDA COMMENTS ON VIETNAMESE SITUATION
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 6 Apr 75 p 3 LD

[col A. Leontyev and v. vinogradov international military review: "The Inevitahle
Denouement” ]

(Text] Reports on the hostilities in South Vietnam are being front-paged under ban-
ner headlines in U.S. newspapers. (orrespondents paint pictures of the ranic-strick~
en flight of a beaten and disintegrated army whose soldiers have gone crazy with

fear and become looters and pillagers., Thousands of them have fought their way aboard
aircraft, which have taken off with people grabbing held of doors and nanging from
wings and the undercarriage, Thousands of others have tried to get to the U,S. war-
ahips standing offshore, where they have been received as "refugees." Many of the
soldiers, AP reports, traveled "barefoot and weaponless,"

According to preliminary figures, the Saigon command has lost six of its 13 combat
divisicns. The retreating soldiers have abandoned over 200 heavy guns, 300 aircraft
and helicopters, 315 armored transports and tanks and 6,500 trucks worth a total of i
more than $1 billion. According to these same figures, all the Saigon regime has
left is four divisions in and around the capital, three divisions in the Mekong Del-
ta, a few tank battalions and 400 combat aircraift and helicopters.

There is panic, chaos and confusion in the South vietnamese ecapital, The ruler Thieu

hae ordered that his palace=-which has already been transformed into a fortress--be '
surrounded by another wall of sandbags., The only thing that is not clear 18 who he [
thiniks he 1s going to be defending himself from behind this wall., The advancing ‘
patriotic troops? Or the inhabitants of the capital angry at his orimes? Or his own

generals, who are demanding his replacement? as yet Thieu has not yet fled like the ;
Phnom Penh dioctator. But he can glance at the hellcopter and armored transport kept

urnder guard and ask himself: Wwhat better way 1is there?

"I can see the situation here taking the same turn ae in Phnom Ferh," a Western diplo-
mat in Saigon told a New York TIMES correspondent recently, The general view 1s that
the bloody Saigon regime and its army can survive for only a matter of weeks, 1f not
days. The words "rout,” "catastrophe” and "end" are to be found increasingly fre=-
quently in assessments or its position,

As a result, as the newspapers report, "an atmosphere of despair and utter hopeless-
ness" reigns in Washington. Defense Secretary J. Schlesinger himself 1s gloamy,
according to the Washington POST, and his statements "reflect...confusion at the
s8peed with which the South Vietnamese defenses are collapsing over vast areas." 3
number of eminent Pentagon experts,"”" the newsmper writes, "are convinced that saigon
has virtually no chance left or halting a massive offensive” and that "the Saigon
government and the troops it has left could suffer total collapse within the next few
weeks, "

Thus, the prospects are quite glear. gyt what about the reasons for what has happened?
In Rentagon Offices generals are poring over maps, Aboard ships of the 7th

Fleet admirals and officers are locking at the South vietnamese coast through binoculars,
Both are bewildered about what has happened, Why are they witnessing the
disintegration of a regime on which the fantastic sum of $150 billion has been spent

in support in the past 1o years? Why are they witnessing the flight of an army

armed with american weapons, trained by American instructors and clothed, shod and

fed by American quartermasters? [paragraph continues]
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Noteworthy in this connection are the plans being put forward in the United States
and countries allied with it for the mass evacuation of the Vietnamese population
abroad. Thus, on 3 April, U.S. Senator Helms advanced a propesal to evacuate "2
million refugees” on ships of the U.8. Tth Fleet for the time being to military
bases on (kinawa, Guam, the Philippines and Talwan, and later still further away.
Meanwhile, a certain "independent alr transport company" has already evacuated from
Saigon to the United States 500 children up to 6 months o0ld, and "one private agent”
nas organized the evacuation of 400-500 babiles to Australias, although representa=
tives of the Australian Government have stated that they greeted this news "with
alarm.”

A curious detail: As the New York TIMES reported on 1 April, the Pentagon has ad-
mitted that "among the refugees there will be military persomel separated from
their unite. Military people who no longer belong to an organized military unit
will be considered civilians®™ (!), This may mean that an attempt will pe made to

“evacuate Thieu's soldiers from the ccastal cltles surrounded by troope of the Pro=-

visional Revolutionary Government [PRG] to the Saigom region for regrouping. it is
natural that the PRG issued a sharp protest against the dispatch of ships of the U.S.
Navy into the territorial waters of South vietnam under the pretext of "evacuation
for humane purposes.” The Soviet public supports this stand.

All these actions are being undertaken to the accompaniment of false allegations that
the "communists" are conducting “"aggression” in South Vietnam in an endeavor to
"eapture” Saigon, It is all the more important now to recall that in reality the
NFLSY and the PRG, as they declared on 21 March, are enly striving for strlct ful=-
fillment of the Paris agreement, which has been amd is being violated most flagrantw
1y by the Thieu clique and its p@trons.

on 3 April Nguyen Thi Binh, PRGRSY foreign minister, once again stated that ths
government continues to advocate the political settlement of all South Vietnamese
problems through talks on the basis of the Paris agreement, She confirmed that the
condition for any resumption of political talks was the replacement of the Thieu re-
gime by another administratiecn advocating peace, independence, democracy, haticnmal
cancord and strict observance of the Paris agreement. As soom as this is done,
Nguyen Thi Binh declared, the PRG will immediately begin talks with this administra-
tion.

The new situation taking shape in South Vietnam opens up a clear prospect for the
establisment of peace.

Just now the Soviet people are expressing their solidarity with the courageous peo=-
ple of Vietnam, who are struggling for thelr freedom and independence. As L.I.
Brezhnewy, general secretary of the CP3U central Ccommittee, said in his speech in
the Kremlin on 30 January 1973, "Upholding the right to be the master in their own
home , our Vietnamese brothers have displayed great selflessness, endurance and
courage, The victory of Vietnam shows how marrow the potential of imperialism has
become in our times, There are now no means with whose help it could turn history
back! "

These words sound particularly topical today.
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A few days ago the New York TIMBS calculated that this army had a three-to-one
advantage in mumerical strength and a seven-to~ons advantage in firepower--not
¢ounting air forces--over the enamy. Why then is the army fleeing?

The nawspaper came 6lose to answering this question when pomdering all thia, "1r
Saigon is incapable of holding its positions despite such tremendous supericrity
Over a period of so mny years, it means there is scmathing wrong with the system
itselr." Just so: It is5 a question of "the system," that is, of the antipopular
nature of the Saigon regime, which has naver had the people's support.

Today we are Observing the dencuement of a tragedy which began 10 years ago when the
first U.5, soldiers were landed in Danang to impose 3 buppet regime on South Vietram.
Half a million American soldiars spent almost 8 years trying to do this but were
unsuccessful. ™o achieve this ObjJeotive," the New York TIMES notes, "wa extended
the war to Cambodia, lost thousands more American lives and hundreds of thousands
more Vietnamsse and subjected the whole of Indoshim to bombing raids. This polioy
falled,"

Following the failure of intervention, the United States wag compalled to sign the
Paris agreemsnt on ending the war and restoring the peace in Vietnam and to withdraw
its troops from that country., However, the "Guam dootrina" and the poliey of
"Vietnamiration" wers rought into play. With the Pentagon's knowledge andg suppert,
the Saigon army, blatantly viclating the Paris agresment, contimued the war against
the patriots, The Salgon regime is now having to pay for its treachery, and no matter
how sympathetie the Washington politisians and generals my fee., they must admit that
this payment is Just. The Pentagon's strategy in Vietnam has come to its inavitable
denouement, which ona of its authors--Ceneral M. Taylor--has compared with Waterloo,

This denouement cannot he averted by fresh arms supplies to Saigon, the presence orf
alrorafrt carriers, lamding eraft and marines off the coast of Scuth Vietnam, or the
threats to resume bombing sometimes uttepsd by certain U,.3. circles.

The way toward lasting peace and a Just settlement in South Vietram has been deter-
mined quite olearly. It comprises the complete cessation or y.§, interfereance in
South Vietnamese affairs and the orsation of a new Saigon administration advooating
the solution of domestis problems on the basis of national reconsiliation and the
strict observance of the Parils agreemsnt on Vietnam. There 1s no other way,

ILINSXIY DISPATCH 3PECULATES ON THTEU REGIMZ'S SURVIVAL
Moscow IZVESTIYA in Russilan 5 Apr 75 Morning Rdition r3 D
[Correspondent M. Ilinskiy dispatoch: "The Patriots! Mighty Onslaught']

{Text] Hanoi, 4 April--The South Vietnamese patriots' orfensive oontimes, All the
Hanol press today reports the liberation of yet another South Vietnamese province--
Iam Dong., Saigonts soldiers have alaso retreated from the goastal olty of Phan Thiet.
Pighting 1s breaking out around Bien Hoa where one of the biggest airfields in South
Vietnam is situated, 30 Jm from Saigon,

Every new report of the liveration by the patriots of provineial oanters, big oities
and villages has a demoralizing influence on Salgon diotator Thieul!s army and offiolal
apparatus,
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Military circles are suggesting that, within the framework of the prevalling situation,
Thieu's army MRy very shortly prove incapable of resisting the South Vietnamese
patriots! offensive actions. More and more representatives of the Salgon generals

and politielans are axpressing distrust of the distator Thieu and demanding his re-
moval from power. Representatives of the third politilcal force resolutely advocate
the ereation of a new administration in Sailgon capable of fulfilling the provisions

of the Farils agreement and whioh would advocate peace and mational corzord.

On 3 April the majority of members of the Salgon "Senate"” and "House of Representatives"”
adyocated replacing the ngovernment” in Salgon. Reports are arriving from the South
yvietnamess capltal that Thisu himself is keeplng a military transport aireraft ready

on Tan Son Nhut airfield and has ordered the pllots to pe ready to take off at any

time. It 1s not ruled out 1in Saigon that Thieu is preparing to flee Saigon.

The inhablitants of South vietnam totally approve of the activity of the organs of

the people's revolutionary power 1in the newly-liberated areas. The PRGRSV program
which clearly formulates the patriots!' political line regarding the newly-literated
areas, the observance of national interests, the principles of democracy and respect
of the provisions of the Paris agreement has heen welcomed with profound satisfactilon.
The PRGRSV's statement on the opening of the airflelds and ports of Danang, Nha Trang
and others for forelgn states! oivil aircraft and ships to land or call at in case

of necessity has also been greeted with great satisfaction both inside the country
and ahroad.

SAIGON, PHNOM PENH DOOMED FOR IACK OF POPUIAR SUPPORT
Moscow in Greek to Greece 1600 GMT 8 apr 75 LD
[viktor Glazunov commentary |

[Text] Political observers are speculating in various ways as to nhow and when Thleu's
Salgon regime will rall., Nobody doubts that it will in faet fall. The situation 1s
hopelass, the New vork TIMES notes. Hext week or the week after next will be decisive.

The days of the puppet regime of Phnom perh are alsc considered to be rumbered, 1n
particular as the latter’s leader has already departed abroad. The typhoon of the
popular liberation struggle which developed in South Vietnam and Cambodia has already
shaken the unstable thrones of the dictators of 3ailgon and Phnom Penn. Now they are
on the point of collapse. At the same time the imperialist line of war, diktat and
world support for reactlomary regimes 1s becoming bankrupt, as poth Thieu in Sailgon
and Lon Nol in Fhnom Penh are puppets mintained in power through the will and suppert
of the United States.

Now that 1t has become clear that thelr fall cannot be averted, the matter of the
causes and consequences and of the importance of the erisis in Indochina--as they say
in the United Stategs--comas to the fore. The pertinent ¢questions are tormenting for
the American generals, although, to the objective ohserver, the situation appears

clesr enough. The regimes of Thieu and Lon Kol are gollapsing bhecause they are not
supported by the people. These regimes were based solely on arms, and on arms from
abroad. The Saigon and Fhnom Penh regimes were doomed hecause they did not have support
among their own people. At the same time the political support of these regimes was
also doomed,
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To all Appearances, there are sirgles in the United Jtates that have the courage to ase
the realities yith sobriety and draw the oorresponding eonclusions., Mike Mansfisld,
laader of the aajority in the American Senste, ip ¢alling for a review of American polioy
in Indoohina. He states that the new era demands g nev poliey in the worla, vhioh,

a8 he saiqg, 1is changing rest and with which we must ccexist,

But the hawks also make themselves felt, Giving vent to emotion which boreders on
hypoerisy, they raised a hue ang 9ry about the tragedy in South Vietnam, U.8, honor
and prestige and sacred American commitments. Their explenations of wvhat is happening
in Indoehing have nothing in eommon with reality. Neither dollars nor arss can noy
Bave the rotten regime.

What explanation, for instance, does this pew  [word indistinet] tale about a stab in
the back provide? They say thet the U.S. Congress 1s responsible for what has
happened besause it refused to grant to the regimes of Saigon and Phnom Penh additional
credits for the Supply of arms. It 1is wel] known that prior to this the United States
spent 3$140-150 billion on the Vietnam war [yorq indistinet]. Could those $300
million which the Congress refused to approve have saved the situgtion? It is neither
a4 question of dollars nor of arms because, according to the data of the Pentagon
itself, Thieu's arny had 8 numerioal supsriority over the other side of about three
to one: angd as regards fire power, the superiority wams even greater--seven to cng, s
for the fact that despite all this Thieu's units fled in panic under the blows of the
ratriotic forces, the ceuses must be sought in the Saigon system itself, as American
Congrecsman MoCloskey rightly noted. 411 this hot air about insufficient American gig
to the puppets or Indochina is aimed at covering up the true causes orf their defeat,

This hullaballo has been whipped up moreover in order to create the right paychological
atmosphere for the continuation of the bankrupt imperialist l1ine of the United States
in Indochina. Appeals were once again heard for a display of Amerioan power, in favor
of American military presence. At the same time, near the coast of South Vietnam, a
coneentration of U.8, warships with Marines is taking place. The chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Starr, General Brown, himself {?foresay) the possibility of an immedipte
armed intervention in Vietnam. Is it posaible that there are circles for whom the
lessons of history means absolutely nothing? Even the lessons of the Ameriasan armed
intervention in the affairs of Indoehina?

At the height of the American attaok in Vietnam, the Uniteq States used in their military
operations 70 percent of their ground forces, 60 percent of their air forge ana 4o per
percent of the naval forces. Fifteen million tons of bombs and missiles were dropped

on Vietnam. It was of no use, The desire of the Vietnamese people for freedom and
independence was not Bwayed. The United States was forced to sign the Fapis agreement
which allowed it to extricate its campaign corps from the Vietnanese swamp,

However, even after this, the United States did not relinquish its imperialist 1ine
tovard Indochina. It thought that it could achieve its aim through the aid of the
strategy of the. Vietnamization of the war. Once again they were afflicted with failure--
a fact which has become mo very clear these days. Is it not tipe that the correct
conclusions be drawn from these failures of the various variations of the imerialist
strategy? Many people in the United States Speak now of the illusion of American
Supremacy; essentially they are admitting the flasco of the polioy of military diktat.
Let us hope that a review of this policy will follow, no matter how tormenting it Bay
be,
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PRGRSYV I1SSUES STATEMENT DENOUNCING 7.5. INTERFERENCE
mMoscow TASS in English 1713 GMT B Apr 75 LD

frext] Hanoi, April 8 TASS--The Proyisional Revolutionary Government of the Republie
of South Vietnam resolutely dencunced the participation of the United States in
foreidbly driving peaceful population from areas which the Saigon army is fleeing.

The statement says that now that the South Vietnamese people and 1ts armed forces

are winning great victories in the struggle against the Thieu elique which violates
the Paris agreement on v{etnam, the U.S. Government actively agsists the Saigoen

regime 1in driving masses of population from South Vietnam so that Thleu should have
greater manpower and materials resources to continue the war. For this purpose,

the United States has ereated an airlift and sent warships to the shores of South
Vietnam including aireraft carriers. The United States and Thleu organized kidnapping
of thousands of South vietnamese children, They are aarried to the United States and
other ecountries. Reports are spread that U.S,. Marines are ready to 1and in South
Vietnam allegedly to evacuate and protect Americans.

Wwhat the U.8. Government describes as the problem of refugees i{n South Vietnam and
a plan of Tagacuation” of Americans 1s actually new interference of the United States
i{n the internal affairs of South Vietnam.

The thesis about a "F1ight from ocommunists" 1s a crude hoaX fabricated by the U.S.
covernment, says the Provisional Revolutionary government of the Republie of South
Vietnam. The absolute majority of the South Vietnamese population was not taken
in by this hoax and gtayed in the newly liberated areas.

Foreibly evacuating the population, the United States grossly violates the Parls
agreement on YV{etnam, basic national rights of the Vietnamese people, the right of
the Vietnamese people to self-determination and international law.

The Provisicnal Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam strongly
condemns these criminal actions of the U,S. government and resolutely demands an
immediate end to them. The United States must i{mmediately pull out al}! its warships
from the territorial waters of South Vietnam. and every military participation and
{nterference in the tnternational affairs of South Vietnam and respect and stringently
observe the Paris agreement,

The Provisicnal Revolutionary government of the Republic of South Vietnam urges all
the progressive people of the world, inecluding progressive Americans, to condemn
the actions of the United States in South Vietnam,

The DRV Poreign Ministry today made a statement expressing complete support for the
stand of the provisional Revolutlonary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam,

USSR ™0 ATID DRV IN BYTLDING, TRAINING OF MERCHANT FLEET

Moscow in English te Seuth Asia 1000 GMT @ Apr 75 LD

[Text] The Soviet Union will help Democratic Vietnam in the building of her merchant
fleet and in the training of navigators, hgreement on this has been reached in

Moscow between coviet Fleet Minister Timofey Guzhenko and DRV Transport Minister
Duong Bach Lien,



