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8 APR BOMBING OF INDEPENDENCE PALACE REPCRTED

} Banoil Report
Hanol Domestic Service in Vietnamese O440 GMT 8 Apr 75 3G

{Excerpt] Priemds, you are invited to listen to the news we have Just received. Accomn
to UPI and AP, this morning, B April, a number of Saigon puppet air force aireraft bombe
Thieu's Independence Palace. These news agencles report that at least two P-5s8 flew ove
tite Indeperdence Palzace at 0830 [C030 GMT] and bombed Thieufs residence and office. A
¥itness on the scens s21d a bomb hit the Independence Palace and anocther fell in the

vicinity of the palace. This witness repoertedly saw windows blown onto the roof of a
three-siory building inside the Independence Palace compound. A dark, dense column of
| smoke rose from the palace
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Acoording to these sources, gunfire and police whistles were heard in the streets
when the airoraft were bombing the palace, and 300 puppet troops were urgently sent
to strengthen the defense of the palace area.

Military Spokesman Statement
Saigon Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 8 Apr 75 5G

[Statement by an RVN military spokesman following the 8 April bombing of Irdependence
Falace--recorded ]

{Text] The plana took off from Bien Hoa airtase to take part in an operation, but
the pilot turned arourd, claiming technical trouble. On the way back he performed
this act.

{Question] Has the pilot been arrested yet?

{answer] No, the pilot flew off and we have no idea of his whereabouts. The only
thingwe know about the bombing is that a staff member of the palace suffered scratoches
from flying glass caused by the bombing.

Thieu Addresses Mation
Salgon Domestic Service In Vietnamese 0325 GMT 8 Apr 75 30
[RVN President Nguyen Van Thieu address to the maticn--presumably live ]
{Text] Dear compatriots and brother and siste;' oombatants aml cadres nationwide:

This morning, 8 April, at 0830, an F-5 jet of the Vietmam Air Force bombed and fired
rockets on Independence Palace but only caused insignificant material damga.

Thanks to the Supreme Being's blessing, I, my family and all personnel are safe. I
am now eontinuing to work as usual, directing mational affairs along with the vice
president, the prime minister, tha chief of the general staff, and the commanders of
the armed services and branches as well as with the commanders of the army corps snd
the military regions.

I affirm to all of the compatriots and trother and sister soldiers and cadres tirough-
out the country that the bombing of ard the riring on Independence Palace this morning
Was not a coup d'stat by a part or all of ARVN but was an aet of a group cr a faction.

I am sure that our compatriots, combatants and cadres nationwide hove leerned that

for several days now a group of people has publicly demanded the overthrow of the present
constitutional and legal regime through a ooup dletat so as to realize their politiocal
solution, However, they did not gain the rasponse of all of our pevpla and armed
forees. Therefore, I believe that this morning's incident came from this faction

and was aimed at killing me in order to change this constitutiomal and legel regime.

I call on our compatriots to remain calm and to continue their normal activities.
I appeal to all combatants, cadres and police at all lavels throughout the country
to continue the struggle against the communist aggressors and to insure maximum
security and order for our compatriots.

I am resolved to contimue my role as the leader of ths eountry.

Cordially yours
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24~Hour Curfew Enforced
Saigon Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0201 GMT 8 Apr 75 3G
[Commnique Mo T/75 of the Saigon-gia Dinh (overnor's Offica]
[(Mext] The Saigon-Gia Dinh governor sclemnly announces :

Bacause of the security requirements of the eapital, upon hearing this commnique,
an arourd-the-clock curfew has been imposed throughout the special capital zons until
further notiee.

All movemsnt and gatherings are forbidden. Compatriots are requested to remain calm
and to listen to radio and television news on the developmant of the situation.

Saigon, 8 April 1975

[Signed] The Saigon-Gia Dinh Governor Lt Gen Nguyen Van Minh
Further Report

Saigon Domestic Service in vVietnamese 0630 GMT 8 Apr 75 SG

[Commnique No 8/75 of the office of the governor of Saigon-¢ia Dinh)

[Text] The governor of Saigon-Gia Dinh hereby announces that the around-the-clock
curfew, proclaimed at 0900 this morning, 8 April, will be lifted as of 1500 this
afternoon. The 2100-0600 gurfew will thereby be restored throughout the territory
of Salgon-Gia Dinh. :

Ky Denies Involvement

Hong Kong AFP in English 0457 GMT 8 Apr 75 BK

(Rxoerpt] Saigon, Aprdil 8 (AFP)--Former Premier General Nguyen Cao Ky, & leading
oritic of President Thieu, and who, two weeks ago, called for a change of nmatiomal
leadership, immediately denied any involvement in the [bombing) attack.

A pilot himself, he refuted the accusations that the raild was the responsibility
of the "group of people" mamed by the president, among whom he presumably mumbers
himself.

In a telephcne conversation with AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE, General Ky labelled the attack
as "oghildish" and said he had no idea who was behind it.
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Air Foroe Commander Denounces Pombing
Saigon Domestie Service in Vietnamese 1020 gMT 8 Apr T5 8G
[order of the Day of the commander of the RVN Air Poroe--recorded]
[Text] Dear brother members of the air foroce:

on the morning of 8 April, a first lieutenmant P-5 pilot, taking advantage of an operational
sortie and eiting technical difficulties to deceive his flight commander and detach
himself from his flight, boumbed Independence Palsce. A preliminary investigation reveals
that this was an individual, separate, shortsighted, and senseless aotion of & young pllet
who htd been bribed and misused.

I want to firmly assert that his action which caused trouble at the present juncture only
benefits the ensmy. It betrays the comrades in arms who have sacrifieed themselves for
the sake of the ceuntry and betrays all of the brothers who are fighting shouldar te
shoulder with all of our armed forces and people in their 1ife~or-death struzgzle against
the commmist aggreasor eneswy.

Let the brother members of the air foroce remiin caln and elsarsighted. As members of an
armed service of our armed forces, we wust always sorupulously and satisfactorily
execute all orders given by superiors to contribute to defending the country.

Let reiterate to you brethers that this shortsighted, traitorous action was an
individual, separate action which in no way undernines the fighting determination of all
our armed forces and people. RAs soldiers, we have fought and made sacririces, and we will
sontinue to fight and make sacrifices for the sake of national aurvival as we have explicitly

taken the oath under our flag.
Brothers, be at ease and continue to rfight.

@enerd]l Staff Order of DAy Issusd

Saigen Domestic Service in Vietnsmese 0900 GMT 8 Apr 75 SG

[Texf of the order of the Dayof the chiefl of the RVN Armed Forces Joint General Starr]

[Text] Dear eomrades in arms:

At 083G on 8 April, &n undizeiplined pilet took rebellious sction, bombing Independence
Palace. Howaver, the bombing did not cRuse any signiricant damage.

As chief of the RVN ormed Forces Joint General Staff, I stress that this was only a bling,
isolatead action.

Oour armed forces, at all stages and in all situations, mst remain 2 united and single-
minded body earrying out the mission of resisting aggression and defending the country--a
mission entrusted to us by our cowpatrints.

I eall on 211 ocomrades in arms of all armed gervices and branches and &ll units to remain
clearsighted ard calm, to firmly hold their weapons on all fronts, to exert efforts to
serve, and to Etriotly observe discipline so 88 ta check the aggressor enemy and protect
the compatriots' sesurity.
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The present grave national situation requires that our armed forces place the father-
land's interests above all,

Jomrades In arms, my cordial salutations.
Prime Minister-Designate Appaal
Salgon Domestio Service in Vietrmamese 1000 GMT 8 Apr 75 SG

[Taxt of the appeal by RVN prime minister-designate and the cabinet ad interim--read
by announaer )

[Text) Compatriots and brother combatants and ocadres nationwide:

Ae you know, at 0830 this morning, 8 April, an RVN Air Force F-5 jet bombed and
rocketed Indepandence Palace, With the blessings of Providence, the president and
his famlly are safe ard sound, and the prasident ip directing mational affairs as usual,

The prims minister-designate and his cadinet ad interim are ceeply indignant cver this
robeliious aetion by those plotting to eliminate the oonstitutiomal and legal RVN regime.

™e prims minister-designate and his cabinat ad interim earnestly call on all the
compatriots to remain ocalm. Iet all ocompatriots, more than ever before, close their
ranks avound the president and rfight for natiomal survival.

t our Gombatants and cadres nationwide absolutely upheld diseipline and devote all
their cepabilities and enargy and their utmost efforts to fulfilling the task of
opposing the commnists for national salvation,

Compatriots, combatants and oadres, cur ocrdial salutations.
ARVM ZVACUATES CHON THANH DISTRICT TOWN 8 APR

Saigon VIETHAM PRESS in English 8 Apr 75 Evening Edition 3G

[Text] Saigon {VP) April 8--Government troops have evacuated Chon Thanh district town,
a military government spckesman said Tuesday morning.

Spckesman Lt, Col, Le Trung Hien sald the evecuation resulted from an order from the
ARVE Joint Gevaral Staff to limit losses, since the prasence of our oombatants in the

area 13 of no further help.

Chon Thanh district town 1s south of Binh Long ard was 1solated from the neighbouring
mrovices by commnist forces since 1972.

WUV TAN PHAT OHAIRS RECENT NAM BO, SOUTHERN TRUNG BO HEETING
Iiberation Radlo [Clandestine] in Vietnamese to Socuth Vietnam 1000 OMT 6 Apr 75 BX

{mzxt] At a time when our southern armed forses and peopls under PRGASY leadership
have staged continuing offensives and uprisings to punish the U.5.~-Thieu elique for
sabotaging the Paris agreement, and at a tima when they have recorded unprecedentad
victorles and are pursuing the enemy on all battlefronts in the countryside as wall
ss in oities, the FRORSV recently held a conference of revolutionary administration
a2t zomal and provinecial levels 1n Mam Bo and southern Trung Bo to discuss the bullding
of the libarated areas and the development of the role of the revolutionary adminis-
tretion in the neaw situation. The oonference was presided over by President Huynh

Tan Phnt.




