
INDOCHINA ARCHIVE 
UNIV. CALIFORNIA 

VII. 8 Apr 75 FEDERAL REPUBLIC 

llEfISPAPSRS llllFINR STAaCE ON 'OPERATION BABYLIFT' 

OF GERMANY 

Cologne Deutschlandfunk ::O!llestic 3el"ricc b Ger:nan 0605 Gm' 8 Apr 75 m'l 

[From the press reviet.rJ 

DATE 

4/7~ 

J 1 

[Text] WESTllEUTsCHS AT,!,GE;·IRDIE ZErrUlIG defines i ts attitude tOl<ard the Saigon govern­
:nent·s ban on the continuation o-r the airlift for children as follows: "There is the 
concrete charge that numerous children are being exposed to an uncertain fUture through 
rash activity beca~se fo ster parents have not yet been found for all of them. This 
charge must 1"Ie taken seriously and must be investigated lest the whole action be sus­
pected of misusing orphans as objects of spec~lation. But above all, Presl~ent Fbrd 
should not be ir:duccd by the great publ1city scored by babyl1ft to usc the chUdren 
as :neans 0::' prop:lganda to i lvert attention from the mistakes of U. S. Vietnam policy. 
No humanitarian measure can gloss over the .failure of the united states in the Plst. II 

STUTTGART~ 7.EITUNG stresses: It It is r egrf't table that the hu.11anitarian aid il.otion is 
bcin ~ 'blotted O\~ t i. y t i! __ 1ara~sint; fire of iXllitlcal propaganda. not only communists. 
but re presentativ(;'s o .!- -:" ;1e South 111etna:nes c opposition also a rgue that the fate of t he 
childre n is be i ng mis'lS · ... d . or gaining rx>11t l cal capital. l.le Can only hope that t his 
ct-.arge ",111 be re:!' l~ :; ~::l . ':' lle ba by airlift ca n!').:)t and urust not be a means of P5ychologica~ 
warfar e . ~ 5 'U1derstandabl ~ a~d sensibl e as the aid action 15 in many oases. it must nc -; 
gloss ove r the fact tha t p!' imal'ily lhe heal thy and cute babies have a chance for a bett- !" 

1i:e . But Ht .. O Cares J.ro:.:.t t he cripples?" 

'l'he editorial '...-T iter of UF-UE RUHR ZEITUlW. 'Zsen . notes: l '.~tever the Americans do 
o r not rio, t hey :nay r·e ~ure of gettinC a spanl:: ing i'rom one part of world public opinion: 
There 1s talk of kidnaping afld paci£ying one's consCience in connect1on with the bab,r 
airlift. and as far as the Young Socialists of the Federal Republic are concerned. the 
South Vietnamese rcfugpe tragedy plainly and sl~ply is a consequence of the criminal '~r 
tactics develope j L:- thp united s tate s. v!hat igDJrance .. what arrogance is inherent in 
sucb co nt"ent ions ; do tllf' Young Social ists ;.;ant to refuse aCkooW'ledg1ng that the CO:nmu­

nist North '''1~t;na !l'l~s ':> haVe> started t hcip war machinery :tr)ving and that a couple of' :nU-
110 :1 ~o ut !: Vi~ tna m(; ~ :... :; i:r.pl:i ~o not .:~:1t t o l:'vc anlcr co:r ... mml~t rul e ani, therefo:" ::! , 
take to fl ight ,' ust 11ke in Germany .here mUlions ot people had ned one time? The 
.. mti-American game with t :,e J lstress and t he misery of the Veltnam refugees is darr.nable. n 


