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SAIGON (UPI) -- COMMUNIST TANKS ARTILLERY AND INFANTRY SWEFT DOWN
KIGHWAY 1 TOWARD SAIGON TORAY, BATTLING GOVERNMENT FORCES WITHIN 25
MILES OF -THE SOUTH :VIETNAMESE CAFITAL,

NORTH VIETNAYESE AN VIET NG FROOPS ATTACKED GOVERNMENT TOWNS
AND OUTPOSTS ALONG A 13~MILE STRETCH OF TNE HIGHWAY IN WHAT MILITARY
SOURCES SAID MAY PE THE START OF A MAJGR DRIVE AGAINST SAIGON,

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF REFUGFES FLED IN PANIC DOWN THE FRENCH-DUILT
NIGHWAY TOWARD SAIGON, LININS THE ROAD FOR A DOZEN MILES IN AN
ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE THE FIGHTING,

IN THE MAJOR BATTLS, TUAUSANNS OF COMMUNISTS LAUNCHED HUMAN WAVE
ASSAULTS AGAINST OUTMANNED NTFENDERS AT XUAN LOC, A PROVINCIAL
CAFITAL ALONG THE HIGHWAY 38 MILZ5 NOPTHFAST OF SAIGON,

THE COMMUNISTS ALSD MASSED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF TRANG PO, A
MSTRICT CAFITAL 25 MILE3S NORTHEAST OF SAIGON, AND SHELLED éOVERNHENT
FORCES WITHIN THE TOWN,

WAVES OF 50UTY VIETNAMESE WARPLANES POMBARDED COMMUNIST POSITIONS
AT TRANG B0 AND THICK COLUMNS OF BLACK SMOKE RISING FROM THE AREA
COULD BPE SEEN IN DOWNTNWN SAIGON, _

GOVERNMENT OFFICERS SAID THE ADVANCING COMMUNIST TROOP; WERE
FUSHING ARTILLERY PIECES DNOWN APANDONED RAILWAY TRACXS ALONG Tuc
MITHWAY, THE MNST IMPORPTANT ROAD IN SOUTH VIETNAM,

WILIfAQY SOURCES SAID HUMAN WAVE ASSAULTS AGAINST XUAN LoC, A CITY
OF 38,30C, MAY SISNAL THE START OF A HAJOR COMMUNIST OFFENSIYE
AGAINST THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE CAPITAL.
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