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In December 1972. when Ih;~ 

bombing 01 North Vielnai1~ had re­

sumed with 8 · 525 adding to the 

tactical i'lIr strikes. , received a cal­

ler in my NATO o ili ce. He was a 

gener:11. 1:le Danish Mol ilary Com­

m ;llcC! RqJt8scnlal lve. and he was 

ip c:: lr ' Jr,pr{ I:'~ h i .. !J(\v+'>I.,,,,~nl to 

rC'gISIp.1 a protest aga'r'lst tile air 

aU<lcks. He did so, perfunctorily 

but correclly, und then wenl 011 the 

record. so to speak . 
II s£:ems that he had been a 

prisoner 01 the Germans in 1944. 

And because he had bpen captured 

for underground aClIyi l ics. he W3$ a 

political prisoner, rather than a mili­

tary one. Hence, he was Ifl Ham ­

burg 10 1944, on a work gang, when 

the RAF and the Eighth Air Fo rce 

stnged their great Hamburg ,(\ids. 

HIS poull, to be b"e!, was that even 

accepting Nurth Vietnamese casu­

ally ligures. the US raids on HanOI 

were obviously very precise and de­

signed to ca:JS~ mlllimunl civd ... Hl 

casua lties. And that while the lon­

nage dropped on H anoi was many 

times grenter than that dropped on 

Hamburg . thE' casualties in Ham­

burg had been m.1ny t ~mcs gleatl'l 

He wonderer! why more was 1101 

made 0 1 the fac t Ihal these bomb­

ing aUacks were, on Ihe evidence. 

jor oJ mihtar~ oojcc l ive--ncl :01 

\cn0f Somf'wh.JI belated ly, the 

pomt has been mJde. 
A more I('C2., t commentary on 

c ur Vietnam involvement comf!S 

fr om Sir Rut.f'!11 Thompson. who h;ts 

spent oJ. g ::>od p:ut 01 his l ife ill the 

cQuntt!rinslJrgency bUSiness. He 

W.1S a princlOal figure in the SUC' 

cesslul British Malayan campJIg ll. 

and follOWing 1I1at period hp led . 

from 1961 to 1965. the Brtl iSh Ad­

viso~ y Mi !;=-s ior in Vietnam. 

In " reCE:'nl Jrhcle (Interna~ional 

Oe!ew'':' nev/cw. Decemb~r 197.1). 

By Gen. T. R. Mi llon , USAF (Ret) 

Sir Rohert rp./ iec!s ur: l~ I ; ~ . I ,~r(.~ el 

L'S s.tr:t ~l)g\' III V !ell1~m . HI ' f :1UllS 

Ih(~ llllllr~d States in a Ilun ;ner 01 

at Pil~'. <lnr! co;-)cluc1cs that !~e lIn ­

de iy : ' ~y r CiJ50n lor OUI f :i d ;~~ p' \',,~s 

p0 1.IIcai Irreso llJt c nes~;. In Sl~ Ro b­

ef~ 5 III Jgrnr>nl. Ihe r~ sufTlr ! · {)n c : 

II ... ,1'1 ;l1l.l('I(~,,' r)f'cF'mil(;: iQ7;:-· 

01 (!v· ·n :I~c :hrea~ 01 Il'S\Jl nlllg them 

_ ·(' .mid have wen Ihe w:u :1Il(! es· 

t;, LJhSIl{~d the U..1!.IS I(d a l e.)1 pt.·iJL: C 

AI. (I h,:-, emphasizes that US (i i r sup · 

po ri (witho <.J1 US ground troops) 

w as all that wa s needed . The i1.C­

CUlacv <tnd mter:sily o f thC! a!l3(;kS 

\\"er~ we ll on the way to rlJduclf~g 

to il. -:. tlan1hles t he entire re ;:H base 

of \11e Insurgency. However. the 

who l ~ Western p l opag anda appa ­

ralu':> ~ccmp.d to be in the serv lC(, of 

Iht: Nort ll ·J .elnar.llO!se 01';'1. il the 

end. 11' .. 1\ pr(..veri ,1S e llee.l ive .15 Ih'"! 

bClIII !..Jt!lg 
We go~ out 01 V:c ln jm just short. 

. in Si r Robert's opinion, 0 1 ~ leal 

V~ C ~Ot J ar.,j tren_c a re.l: r.t;~l :t. Ar.d 

n~l\\ . With the V'I.!tn .:,t m aid requesl 

u~ , ft)lt. Congress. ihe ewoiloflS 

ag,lIrl sudace. 
It is a curious ~IC'I 'e th at we tlavC 

COIl)t 10. Llr:d an(' thai mus t cause 

our fI .r- rIOS eno rmous wo:,y 1 he 

mer Its uf the I}If?tn Hll ca~e ':He lost 

In til ') ernotion:] l backvJ3Sh thai 

coml"'S from any mention (.f that 

10l1p ;' 1"ltJrln~ COU~·lfly. Anr1 so . .;!p­

palcfl lly . we w :1I 101 I;'e SOU It' I/lel _ 

'1 .]!n"<;(' go. even 0101lgb l l.ey howe 

cr::: ' '" . u";'Jed thl! South Viplnalil­

h .1 tf ' l r, !: y ,Hoving Ihey C (', I I ,:nd will 

der('~' rJ them s(>iv6S. gtven ~ ~ e 50 lt 

of ~ lI rlPort thl~ SO\,II:: 15 . ~r l~ p:ovI /1-

Ing the :'Jorlh Vle:namf'Sc (1r. for 

Inot mel llel, a traction ,)1 ~hat sup­

p("\ r I . fo r tha t is wha! Ih(' c urrent 

rel\· I .... ~ t 2.mn unts. to . 
VIe have a lew other .:lllreS in 

Itl .. ,1 P~Ht c : the world who musl be 

reJS ;, l's5lng n '.i ngs at thl'" mr..:ml ·~ t 

WAR 

1975 

And pot just in that pari Of the 

wo rl d The Turks are wonderfal 

IfI ..;nd::; and impl;tcable e nemie5 

Thpy ~re. in shorl . much better with 

you than against you . nle over ­

n,jlr.Q rp.aso'-' for Turkish par'ic 1tl;:!· 

:Ion 'In NATO hJS always been i~s 

(J nS tr~ f"r ~Ih<'lncp. will' the 'Jlli!od 

.s ~Jtes . N ow . regard less c f anyone's 

'1I':WS on the Cyprus mattE'r- und 

;~,'-,rt? are . as I!) usuillly the casp.. 

IWIl sld ':: s \0 thai complicated ques­

lion- Turkey is an important l actor 

In NA TO's southern flank and in the 

Eastern Mt diterranean . 
1\ c(lsUClI look at a map sugge51s 

thnt neutrality might be the expeJi ­

ent lhiltg for a nation whose nAigh­

lJor~ ~Ie . among others, Rus$;a, 

Bulgana . Syria. and Ira,. Bill. ~lS 

\he Tl'I~" sI1 Brigade in Korea dern ­

onstraWO. courage ranks well abov(! 

ex ped ie,-.cy !n rcgulal.nQ T~:r!<i <:h 

beh:ivlor. The Sovie ts w.Juld b(' i :'1' 

me;1Se 1y r'eased '0 see the TUI4.s 

X li oJ f 'JA,O (inti !I.d LiS .. lUi .... J 

Tu.k""( . C;O vlct threats will np.v!:r do 

I t. lJ(1 :l eo States ambiv.llellce mlgll! 

And whi le friendly rel ations wd l
, 

Greflc e arc important. being nasty 

:0 the Turks is no way to ean~ back 

that lrielld!.hip 
111~ ;!/nple fa::..t is that m;ltta:y 

a!l lances, and military aid prog r:).ln s 

juclclously applied, are the W(1Ys 

a qrE'a! power Ihcs!:' d~ys p'X(.'I­

cises It:; rJOwer. The other grl!at 

millt iHY power. :ecently ill any r ~:e. 

seem5 to understand !hat. If Sou:h 

Vi('ln;J.m and Turkey .are good ex· 

amr:I~s we do not. 
SI ' Not-er t Thomp S(}1 1 takes <l 

g!oo :-ny ':iew of t:-ltngs dow n the 

road i f our Cor.gress denIes further 

aid 10 Sou th Vietnam. 
"Thel e c )uld be," he says. "only 

or.a I~dl losson to be learnl fr om 

the V'~lnam War-do not rely on 

tr.':;! Ur' 1cd S:dles as iVI <Jlly . :It 
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