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[_letter trom South Vietnam, based on LPA reports: "Jubl1antly celebrate 
Liberation] 

(SUmaary] Hanoi, 11 April--"WO entered Danang on }O Maroh 1975--the second day after 
its liberation. The whole oity was in a jubl1ant mood oelebrating liberation. 
The ground. were littered with tho tattered 'three-stripe !'lags' or the IIguyen 
Van Thieu olique. Brilliant red and blue, red-starred tlags of the PRGRSV were 
hOisted at oity hall, athol' fOrlllllr enemy-oocupied office buildings and military 
bases. !i'OrIIlIIr enemy military bases were all in disorder. Tho ml1itary training 
centar whioh provided the U.S.-llguyen van Thieu clique with cannOnfodder was 
destroyed. IIearly 10 planes in good shape awaited their new masters to fly them at 
tho military airfield, whioh was strewn with dirt. The Saigon puppet first army 
baae .... s oluttered With cars ot various types, artillery pieces and ammunition. 
1!nIIa .. ged armored vehiole. and long-barreled artillery guns were left in tho streets." 

DaNang--the fo ...... r barraoks oity--was quiokly transforllllld into a people'. city 
following 1 day of fighting. 

IIOre than 1 ml1lion DeaIDlg people put tho oity under thoir contrOl immediately 
after hearing the first round of gun shots fired by tho advancing liberation army. 
They aoted quiokly to oontrol enterprises and office buildings and proteoted them 
tram destruotion by the enemy. on the evening ot liberation, the Danang power 
plant oontinued to provide eleotrio1ty to tho oity, thanks to tho workers' ettorts 
to proteot thoir plant. AlthOUgh}O ""roh was Sunday, the power plant workers remained 
at tbair posts. Dl addition to taking oare of the plant, workers were also aSSigned 
to ohook pewr lines throughout tho oity. Workers at waterwork8 and othor faotories also 
worked diligently. Acoording to tha railway workers, prior to thoir evaouation tho 
e .. my tried to destroy all the ral1way equipment and faol1ities. But tho workers 
struggled heroioally to prevent them trom doing so. IIow locomotives and trains are 
in good oondition and are ready to be put into servioe again. Tba ral1way workers are 
prepared to aooept tho call trom tho revolutionary government. 

"As tho cit,. , 1SUIIlIIS tho tempo of a new l11'e, the radiO stations, hospitals, and 
schools have been quiokly reaotivated. He.ponsible persons and all workers of 
radiO stations have turned over Radio DanaJIg to tho revolutionary government and 
de .. nded reinstatement. Tho Du;y Tan general hospital originally under the puppet 
a~'s oontrol, the seoond largest of its kind in South Vietnam, is now being 
reorganized in order to serve tha people. 

"Among tha people celebrating liberation on }O "'rch were former puppet otficers 
and men, polioellOn and puppet administration personnel who surrendered to the people. 
Tho;y were al.o elated by the introduotion of tho new Itte. When Danang was 
liberated, nearly 10,000 puppet ottioers and men, policemen, and puppet aclministration's 
personnel deserted the Nguyen van Thieu clique and surrendered to tho people. Thoy 
have sinoe received ~nient treatment from the revolutionary government." 

!l'hare are oontinuing flo"" of oars and people acro •• DanIDlg. Propaganda radio 
vehioles are moving around tha city, blaring revolutionary Slogans and songs 
oelebrating liberation. *ny old and young people who were forced by tho U.S. 
puppet Saigon olique to live in tha concentrated oamps have now returned hollO. 
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The heroic liberation arlll7 's armored and artillery units arrived amid applause trom 
the people. who lined the routes to the city. The people appeared proud and 
excited. Old men and women waved their hands to greet tho advancing liberation a~. 
So'" children mounted tho wrecked enelll7 tanks to welcome thoir liberatO .. s. 

By nighttall. Danang was dotted w1th'ilectric lights. people trom 19 neighborhood. 
1n tho aity gathored at a stadium to watch the COlored revolutionary tilms shown 
by tho revolutionary government. 

"Danang is a city lalown tor 1ts national patriotic tradition. In the 1950 'so it 
witnessed the disgraceful retreat and. evacuation ot the French expeditSonary ~. 
and on 29 JUly 1913. that ot the U;S. expedit1oDlU'y amy. On 29 Karch 1915. it saw 
the disastrous defeat ot the V.8.-!lguyen van Tbieu clique. !hat day ot the liberation 
ot Danang marks an end to slavery that spanned 111 ye ..... : it aarI<a the begenn1ng ot 
a Dew lite.' 


