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Rubble is all that rema .... ef tjIe market pia .. In Xuanloe a(ter bitter fI,htiDc OD SaI ... 's dei_ per\lllelu. 

Xuanloc .Commnn&';:l~1 V muM Hold' 
By Peter Arnett • 

A .. ocl.,Ml Pr"eaIi 

XUANLOC, South Vietnam, Aprlt 13 
- "You see, we can beat them," said 
Col. Le Xuan Hieu, commander of the 
40th Infantry Regiment inside Xuan· 
Joc. He Jed a score of newsmen Sunday 
on a tour of tbe smoldering ruins of 
what once was a thriving business dis· 
tricL 

'"There's a body over there," the 
colonel said proudly, pOinting to a leg 
stlckine out from under a abeet of tin 
roofing. 

Two soldiers went by wheeling a cart 
full of captured weapons. A Solath 
Vietnamese medic carefully spoon·fed 

mIlk to a heavily bandaeed !l'0l1h 
Vietnamese prisoner. 

SheUs from Sovlet·made heavy guns, 
thudded routinely Into the city, but the 
oolonel pushed on. The Catholic 
church spire was punctured like SWI88 
cbeese, the buildings around it fiat· 
tened. Soldiers fought to iet aboard 
the few helicopters leaving town, push· 
Ing the wounded aaide. • But the big nows at Xuanloc, a dusty 
provincial headquarters In the rubber 
plantations 40 mU .. east of Saigon, 
was that the South Vietnamese army 
..... holding against a eoneerted puah 
by Communist·led fOrceL 

For the tint Ume In five weeQ of 

rout that foUowed the wlthdr.wal 
from the Central H1lhland., tbe South 
Vietnamese army has stood and fought 
against a major Communist·led mill· 
tary push. 

Accordin, to lenlQl" South Vlelnam· 
ese offIc ..... t Xullllloc, the Nol1h Viet­
namese have launched six major at· 
taw against the city In the pUt five 
day., each backed up with Ileavy aheU­
fire. 

Last Thnnday, they penetrated to 
the market plaee and bus station, and 
stayed two dayL The moot _ at­
taek"Was Sunde,. IDlD"IIiDr wlleQ two 
tanklled a battallOD·1iaed attaclr. 

Bee YJB'l'IIIiUI, All, GilL J 
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U.S. Marines seek cover durin, • shelling attack on Phnom Penh during the evacuation of Americans Saturday. 

Xuanloc Colonel Vows to Hold 
VIETNAM, From Ai to open It. This has created a,.",. oC 

Xuanloc is important because it is imminent peril among the refu~ees 
virtually the last strongf'to1d on the who pulled out of Xuanloc during the 
northeast approaches to the Saigon·Bi· fighting. and who wait at the roadside 
enhoa region, where 5 million people south of the city where the big Chi· 
nervously await a widely predicted nook helicopters land to unload ammu· 
milJtary assault. niUon and food. 

As far as the commander of the 18th There were enough helicopters Sun. 
Infantry Division defending Xuanloc, day for everyone, but the refugees and 
~rjg. Gen, Le ,Minh Dao, is concerned, a group of soldiers pushed and shoved 
Saigon won't be attacked because his to get aboard, leaving several seriously 
men wul hold out. wounded soldiers lying on the roadside 

"I vow to hold Xuanloc," he 10111 after the first group of helicopters had 
newsmen. "I don't care how many divi~ departed. 
SiODS the other side sends against mel The woundftd left on the next lift. 
I will knock them down." 

The North Vietnamese have ele. But the near·panic was reminiscent or 
menta of two divisions _ the 34.1st and ~e chaos that enveloped the evaCUB· 
the 7th _ aimed at the city. The SOllth tlOn Of Danang and other coastal elUes, 
Vietnamese have the 18th Division and and IDdicated how close Xuanl()c is to 
all airborne brigade to defend it, a being a powde~ keg. \ 
force about equal in size to that of the -- And while the North Vietnamese ¥' 
attackers. far have been repulaed in their attacks 

But whlle Xuanlae h .. held, and the against the city, there are no indica· 
morale of the South Vietnamese offi· tions they are letting up. As yet. they 
eers and men here seems very high, don't seem to have unleashed their rna· 
the developing military situaUon has jar push, even though an average of 
the aspects of a cat and mouse game, 2,000 round. of ,bells per day are 
with the North Vietnamese the cats. t!1umping Into the city. coming from 

The Communist forcel have cut the the big 13().mm. and l~mm. guns in 
road to Saigon and repelled attempts the forest! 10 to 20 miles away. 

The government side has claimed 
large kills. One regimental commander 
said his men had killed 735 Commu­
nist·Jed troops but could show news­
men only 19 bodies. Senior command. 
ers agree more major attacks could de-
velop. ' 

But whatever the future hold. for 
the South Vietnamese defenders of 
Xuanloc, on Sunday they could be 
proud. 

The city •. while virtually leveled to 
the ground, was sUll in their hands. 
Dead enemy bodies were lying in the 
hot sun, and a half dozen caPtured 
North Vietnamese soldiers were on 
full view for the assembled press. 

The South Vietnamese defenders 
flashed V·for·vlctory signs to paSSing 
reporters, and happily paled for pic. 
tures with enemy weapons in their 
handa. 

Even the methodical crack of incom· 
ing North Vietnamese shells coUld not 
dlspell the air of confidence. 

Why had· the troops fought at Xuan· 
loe, and not In the north? 

"How can [ speak for them," said 
Gen. DaoJ the 18th Division com· 
mpnder. "I ca. apeak only for myself, 
and we have fought." 


