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WIN SPOKESMAN: NEW DEFENSE LINE ESTABLISHED AT PHAN RANG

Saigon VIETNAM PRESS in English 17 Apr 75 Evening Edition SG _7 -

fText] Saigon, (VP) April 17--The ARVN has formed & new defense line in southern part
of Phan Rang provincial capital to preserve its strength due to commmnist North
Vietnam's strong pressure,

Military Spokeswan It Col Ie Trung Hein told the press briefing this morning from the
morning to noon April 15, the communists rained artillery rounds inte Fhan Rang city
and then their three divisions supported by tanks attacked it, exerting hesvy pressure
on ARVN unite positionas,

Government troops repulsed the attacks, shot down 100 e¢netny and destroyed 20 Red tanks,
In the afternoon the same day, while the battle was taking place Mr Tran Van Don,
deputy prime minister in charge of inspection concurrently defense minister, observed
the front and reviswed the situation with It OGen Nguyen Vinh Nghi, forward command
commander in Phan Rang, and It Gen Nguyen Van Toan, commander of Corps III and MR III,

To preserve strength, paratrocpers, infantrymen, airmen, RF and PF had formed a new
defense line,

IPA CITED OR PIAF BATTIE JUCCESSES IN NINH THUAN PROVINCE
Manoi VHA in Emglish 1702 GMT 16 Apr 75 BE

[Text] Hanoi VNA April 16--The people and their armed forces in Ninh Thuan, Nguyen Van
Thisu's home province, more than 100 ims northeast of Saigon, by April 15 wiped out
many ensmy troops and crushed the enemy's resistance in many key military positions
and basa camps, 8ocording to GIAI PHOMO PRESS AGENCY (IPA), These positions included
tha railway atation srea, Thanh Son Airport, the &dvance headquarters of the 30 army
corps, the bases of the 2d Airborne Brigade and the Ranger Forces, IPA said,

The people in Phan Rang, capital of Ninh Thuan, and other districts rose up and smashed
the snepy's coarcive machinery, the agency reported.

Rarlier, on April (714}, the people's forces had attacked and seized comtrol of the
military subsector and cepital of Krong Poa district, liberating eight villages including
48 hemlets with nearly 80,000 people,

Pighting was going on, IFA sald,

FVE DEFERSE MINISTER DON URGES DETERNKINATION TO FIGHT

Ssigon VIRTEAM PRESS in English 17 Apr 75 BEvening Edition 3G

[Text] Saigon, (VP) April 17--Mr Trén Van Don, deputy prims minister in oharge of
inapection concurrently minister of defense, Wednesdiay warned military commanders that

"ghould we want to live in freedom, we must determinedly go on fighting and hold
fast the remaining territory, otherwise, we will lose all and die disgracefully,”

Ha made the waming on the observation tour of frontline units in ME III,




Over the past 2 Jears, the Ninh Thuan armes forces ang people, resolutely punishing the
V.8, ~Thiey elique for sabotaging the Papix agreement ang eommiting wap erimeg, destroyed
1ts coercive Wehinery 1, RNy areas, Since early Mareh, ticing advantage or the enemy's
Gonfusion ang banic they have surged forwarqg eoumgeous:l:, coordinated attaoks with
vigorous uprisings, sat:l.-ractorny implementeq the Tevolution's love-ri11eq motivation
Policy towapg Puppet 891d1ers and, ag 3 result, complately destroyeq the enemy ‘s coeroive
Machinery ang liberateq Fhan Rang city and all the districts or Ninh Thuap Provinge.

The 1liberation of HNinh Thuan, rollowing the liberatisn of Nyen Iyg on § Apriy and Lam
Deng on 28 Marech, hag furthep enhanced the Prestige of the revolution in Southern Trung

Vietories by the puppét troope in Phan Thiet, Long thanh, Long An apg MmNy areas of the
Ham Bp delta. These Tfabricateq reports can neither shore Up the morale op the Thiey

The resuits of the Surrent attacys and Uprisings of the Bouthern armed foress and
Peoplemevho have liberateq Kioh M™yan Provinee, Fut out op aotion thousands or the enemy
in Xuan Ige anq repeatedly Shelled the Bien Hoa airfiels, dutroying M0y sirerart ang
amnihilating WY acgressor Pilots-warg triking pywpor ¥hich bupse a1l of the snemy ‘g
PAychologiea) warfapre 4llegatigns like Soap bubbiles,

The recent bomding or Thieurs P3lace hag further &xposed the tragte isolation of the
bellicose elique in Salgen, m.e boastryy claimg of this rilthy clique or Vietnomese traitors

can neithep fonceal theiy apnrehension and fright gn the face or imminent death nop cover
up theiy Precaripys Position ana thein Ime:lble c0llapsy,

Binh Thman Provinse
Fanpi in Vietnamese to Vietnanp 2300 gmr 29 ipr 75 85

(maaN D2y 21 Apri) editoria). "Salute to Completely Liberated piny Thuan Provinee and
Fhan Thiet city "]

[Text] me DEVE of vietowy frag the battlerserq in southermmyse Trung Bo 1a elating pup
armed forces and people throushout the courtry, Rimy Thuan Provinee anq Fhan Theit elty
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pinh Thusn 18 the 19th province in South Tietnam to be regained by the people. it is the
1ast province in Trung Bo to be 11iberated.

finh Thuan province, although not large oY heavlly populated, 15 well-known for 1ts
glorious history of pevolutiondry gtruggle. Since the end of the 19th century ., Binh Thuan
has been 2 1and of WAIY patriotic myvenents, such as the Domg chau Sa, Van Than and

Dong Kinh Nghia Thuc moverents, and an ared of operations of WAIY well-¥nown patriots.
Binh Thuan Province and Phan Thiet cit¥ once recelved president Ho vhen, a5 2 young WA,
ne camne to 1ive ard vork there pefore his departure from the fa.therland to find a woy

to save the country and to bring glory to our natlon. in the pesistance against the
French colonialists , the Birh Thuan people were geverely temrized and oppressed by the
enpemy, but they overcane untold difficulties and nardships, struggled valiantly and
tenaclously, snd won glorious victories.

in the anti-U.5. nat iomal galvation resistance, Rirh Thuan was encircled by 2 thick
retwork of military posts. put with stalwart will, the Binh Thuan armed forces and
people, despite the extremely dirficult circunstances, staged simltaneous attacks
gveryvhere. —pusands of U.5. and mppet yroops Were put out of action. gundreds of

ajreratt and wmilitary yehicles were des’cmed.

puring moTe than 2 yeass of strugels to protect the Faris agreement, the Binh Thuan
sorkatants and com-;atriots have successively smashed w2 encroachment and pacification
cperations by the 7.5.~Thieu elique and nai.ntained their areas of control.

he SLOTT attacks and pprisings of the southern arped foTces and people gince March

have strongly enwuraged the Binh ™huan com-patriota to bravely Burge forward and score nevw
feats of arm3. grasping the ravorable ‘:::\po-r‘.:u:ntl.tr_‘.r resulting fro® the great yictories in
Tay Ninh, mhua Thien-Fue, panang, Quang f¥am, Cuang Nzal, inh binh, fhu Yen and else~
where, the finh Thuan aymed forces and peopl® staged bold attacks on the i{mportant

enesy positions and oTg3ns. raking aqvantage of the pappet administration's and army's

disintegration the Rirh Thuan compatriots staged u'pris:lnga to break the enemy '8 grip and
regalin eontrol over almoet 311 of the vast rural areas. The remnant enemy brooDpS were
rep;rouped {n Than Rang, ¥ha Trang and Phan Thiet and other cities to get up AN outer
defense 1ine &n p-:-otcct tre areab st111 under enemy control 4n Nam Bo and Salgon. The
enamy boasted £hat he vas gtanding frirn in these areas, that his f£1isht had ended and
thet his cmmteroffenﬂivc to retake the lost 1and had begun.

Tpon: the 7.5.~Thien e¢lique’s order, puppet peputy Prime Minister Tran van Don recklessly
wept to fhan F3D& to encouTafe the puppet troops and airectly order then to withdraw in
arder to preserve their strength. [as pearal But after he yisited Phan Rene on the
afternonn of 15 fApril, the Ninh Thuan 1iberation troops on the morning of 16 April
yaunehed massive attacks frod all directions on Phan Rang city and airfield, ammilating
oT capt-an'i.np; a1l »of the enet™y tronps.

mhe hattle to 1inerate man Rang clty was 2 wonderful amnihilating pattle. EY bravely
attacking the enety, penetrating his positlons and rapldly aividing bis formations, the
1iberation troops crove him into 2 position ¢rom which he was unable to counterattack

and was forced to 127 down his yeapons to gurrender. Within only 2 few hours, OUF

troops c,omplete]s smashed the enely resistance in this relatively big clty. The extremely
nrave attaek V¥ the Kinh Thuan armed froced and people on Phan Rang city terrified the
mhien troopd jin ™an Thiet.





