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POST VIENS FALL OF SOUTH VIETRAM, HANOI'3 NEXT MOVE
Bangkok POST 4n Bnglish 1 My 75 p 8 BEK
[Raftorial: "No Other Sensible Course®)

[Text] The surrender of Saigon by President Duong Van Minh must have been painful to
him but there was no other sensible course for him. It has saved lives and brought
to an end the deaths of so many human beinge and the destruction of 50 much property.
With the Mhited States pulling up its stakes, there was no more hope of the South
Vistnamese being able to further withstand the enslaught of the Soviet supported North
Vietnamesze-~-Vietcong forces,

The fall of South Vietnam to the North Vietnamese is the culmination of the efforts of
Banol to rewnify the country under its domination. What the North Vietnamese do with
regard to Laos and Cambodia will indicate whether they are the real imperialists orf
Southeast Asia or whether they have been only iInterested in bringing 2ll the Vietramese
pPeople, no matter what their ereed, under their banner.

It Banoi malws Ieos and Cambodia part of ite empire, then we in Thailland have to be
avare of the presence of an aggressive power in our region. ‘The Vietnamese and the
Thais have rivalled each other through history for power over this area but we in
Thailand have become civilimed and peace-loving, though we are still ready to fight
for our country, institutions and freedom,

If Bxnoi is ready and willing to allow the Laotlar and the Cambodfens to have their
owm kind of government and to be npeutral, without being subject to North Vietnamese
desires and objectives, then Thailand should extend a warm hand of friendship across
the border. But Thailand carmot display any weakness beocause Hanol only respects
etrength. Now is the time for Thailand to consult with its ASEAN allies on a common
stand and to achieve greater wnity to discourage any expansionist aims,

ASEAN should at the same time invite Honol as well as Laos and Cambodia to joln in the
proposed zons of peace, nautrality and freedom--that is, freedom for each comtry in
the zeme to practice what its people believe in pelitical or economic systems, and
freedom to maintain its national heritage and identity. ASEAN should a2lso be ready
to cooperated in Vietnamese efforts at recovery and rehabilitation,
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