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[lrditor:Lal: -10 other Sensible COU1'Se·] 

[!\Ixt1 'lb. sU1'render of Saigon by President LUong van II1nh must have been paint'lll to 
1a1Ja but talere was no other sensible course for h1Ja. It has saved lives and brought 
to an end the deat21s of so man,. hUJlllln beings and the destruction of so much propert,.. 
Vital the taUtsc! state. pulling up 1ta sta ..... , there was no 1R0re hope of the South 
V:Latnaas. being able to further w1thstand the onslaught Of the Soviet supported North 
V1etaa.e.e-V1etcong forc ••• 

'Dl. tall ot South V1etnam to the North Vietnamese i. the culm!lnation of the effort. ot 
llanoi to reun1t,. the COlDltr7 under 1ts dOlldnation. What the North V1etna .... se do with 
regard to Laos BIId IlambOd:La will ind1cate whether the,. are the real imperia11811s of 
lIOO1theaat Asia or _ther the,. have been onl)' interested in bringing all the Vietna .... e 
people, no utter what their creed. Wlder their banner. 

It Bano1 .... kIt. Laos and cambodia part of its emp1re. then we in 'lhaUand hA va to be 
aware of the pre •• nce of an aggressive pewsI' in our region. 'Dle Vietnamese and the 
'lha18 have rinlled each other through h18tor)' for power over th:La area but we in 
'lhaUand have becoooe civU18ed and peace-loving. though we are sUll read,. to tight 
tor our countr7. inaUtut10ns and treed om. 

It _01 :La read)' and willing to allow the Laotian and the ClambOd1ana to have their 
0lIl1 k1Dd ot gOft1'lllM!lnt and to be neutral. without being subject to lorth Vietnamese 
desires and obJect1ves. then 'lhalland should extend a wa,... hand of friendsh1p across 
tale border. But 'lha1land cannot d1.pla,. aft)' weakness because Hanoi onl,. respeots 
strength. I"" 18 the time for Thailand to cOll8ult with 1ts ABI!AII al11es on a .ommon 
stand and to ach1eve greater lUl1t;v to discourage any exparus1on1et aims. 

ABBAI shOUld at the same t1me invite Honoi as well as Laos and cambodia to Join in the 
propoeed zone of peace. neutralit;v and freedom--that 18. freedClll for each eountr7 in 
the z ..... to _ctice what it. people bel1eve in poUtical or eeon0lll1 •• ;vatellS. and 
treed'" to aintain itl national her1tage and 1dentit;v. ABBAN should also be readl' 
to oooperated in Vietnamele efforte at reoove,.,. and rehab1litation. 


